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A  Letter  to  the  EditorSy  on  the  Culture  ofJCoIefeedy  &ci; 
Gentlemen, 

Approve  of  your  work,  which  is  the  reafon  of  my* 
writing  to  you. 

That  your  correfpondents  fhould  be  numerous,  feems' 
to  be  your  wifli :  this  letter  adds  one  to  the  number  ^  but 
whether  you  will  think  fuch  a  mifcellaneous  produdfion 
worthy  a  place  in  your  colledfion,  I  am  yet  at  a  lofs  to  know. 
If  it  makes  its  appearance,  I  may  probably  trouble  you 
again;  if  it  fhould,  on  the  contrary,  be  laid  a  fide  y  I  fhall 
of  courfe  write  no-more.-.,^ 

Let  my  manner  of  conveying  my  fentiments  be  aukward 
as  it  will,  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  ihalf  never  fend  you 
any  accounts  but  what  are  warranted  by  experience. 

»  The  improvements  in  the  modern  agriculture  are  many; 
and  among  them,  that  of  lowing  the'colefeed  plant  is  far 
V  OL.  ii.  No.  y.  il  from 
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'  from  being  of  the  leaft  confequence.  It  is  but  within  thefe 
forty  years,  or  thereabouts,  that  the  culture  of  this  plant 
has  been  common  in  England  ;  our  anceftors  knew  not  its 
valucj  and  of  courfe  neglected  it. 

In  the  neighbourhood  where  I  now  live  we  think  cole- 
«feed  a  great  improver  of  our  lands  on  feveral  accounts;  for 
which  reafon  wc  put  it  to  many  different  ufes :  we  feed 
bullocks,  wethers,  ewes,  and  cows  with  it  :  we  plow 
it  into  the  land  for  manure,  and  often  let  it  ftand  for  a  crop 
^of  feed ;  which  anfwers  very  well  in  general,  as  it  yields 
well,  and  fells  at  a  tolerable  good  price,  for  which  farmers 
are  fond  of  it  *. 

'  Almoft  every  farmer  has  a  different  method  of  working 
his  lands ;  therefore  this  crop  is  of  courfe  managed  many 
ways  ;  of  which,  before  I  give  you  any  account,  I  rauft 
premife,  that  colefeed  naturally  loves  a  good,  rich,  ftrong 
foil,  rather  inclined  to  clay  than  any  thing  elfe  ;  that  it 
is  a  great  drawer  of  land,  and  is  very  hardy. 

^  Good  wheat  land  is  what  1  generally  fow  my  colefeed  on, 
to  chufe ;  and  of  this  I  have  plenty  on  a  little  eftate  I  am 
poffefled  of  in  a  neighbouring  parifh ;  the  glebe  of  my 
own,  which  I  occupy  myfelf,  not  being  fo  convenient  for 
the  purpofe  of  fowing  colefeed,  though  in  other  refpedls  good 
land. 

I  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  my  land,  of  the  nature 
above  mentioned,  cannot  well  be  plowed  too  often,  or 
brought  into  too  fine  a  tilth  for  this  plant,  which,  to  an- 
fwer  well  to  the  farmer,  requires  a  great  deal  of  nourifh- 
ment ;  for  the  more  luxuriant  it  is  in  its  growth,  the  better 
for  the  owner. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  feldom  truft  to  the  natural  richnefs  of 
the  land,  generally  laying  on  a  quantity  of  manure,  of  fome 
kind  or  other,  before  I  plow  ;  and  the  nature  of  this  ma¬ 
nure  is  always  regulated  by  my  convenience,  in  confequence 

of 

*  Of  this  feed  is  made  the  rape-oil,  for  which  purpofe  an 
amazing  quantity  is  cultivated  in  fome  parts  of  England  ;  and 
the  cakes,  after  the  oil  is  expreffed,  are  ufed  for 'feeding  oxen, 
and  manuring  land.  O, 
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of  which  it  often  varies.  In  fadi,  I  know  of  no  manure, 
that  is  fit  for  the  foil,  but  what  will,  in  proper  quantities, 
produce  a  great  crop  of  colefeed  ;  and  this  knowledge,  con¬ 
firmed  by  many  years  experience,  it  is  makes  me  lefs  nice 
in  the  choice. 

I  ufe,  indifferently,  rotten  yard  dung,  lime,  foot,  and 
either  coal  or  wood  afhes :  fome  of  thefe,  I  fay,  I  principally 
ufe  for  this  crop. 

When  I  make  ufe  of  yard  dung,  I  take  care  it  is  very 
rotten ;  or  it  is,  I  think,  apt  to  breed  flugs,  which  are 
great  enemies  to  this  crop  I  lay  it  on  before  the  firfl 
plowing,  which  turns  it  in,  the  fubfequent  plowings  mix¬ 
ing  it  with  the  foil,  the  whole  of  which  is,  by  the  adfion  of 
the  air  on  the  falts  of  the  dung,  foon  put  into  a  flow  ftate 
of  fermentation  ;  than  which  nothing  more  conduces  to 
break  and  reduce  a  ftubborn  foil,  fuch  as  that  I  ajn  treating 
of. 

When  I  make  ufe  of  lime,  by  way  of  manure,  I  firfl 
caufe  it  to  be  flaked  in  a  large  heap,  with  great  care,  that 
the  fertilizing  quality  may  not  efcape  f ,  and  after  fowing 
my  field,  when  the  feed  is  harrowed  in,  I  caufe  the  lime 
to  be  immediately  fprcad  by  hand,  to  the  quantity  of  about 
fifty  or  fixty  bufliels  on  an  acre. 

In  the  fame  manner  I  manage  foot,  coal  and  wood  afhes  ; 
of  foot  J  I  ufe,  however,  but  twenty  bufhels ;  but  of  coal, 
or  wood  afhes,  the  fame  quantity  as  of  lime. 

I  always  plow  the  land  in  quefiion  in  ridges,  when  I  fow 
it  with  wheat  y  but  for  colefeed,  1  lay  it  in  broad  lands, 

B  z  the 

*  Running  alight  rollei;  over  the  land,  when  the  plants  are 
young,  is  a  good  remedy  againil;  flugs.  R. 

f  The  bell  way  of  flaking  it  for  this  ufe,  is  to  lay  it  in  a 
large  heap,  cover  it  with  earth,  and  afterwards  gently  moiflen- 
ing  it  at  the  top,  by  pouring  on  a  little  water,  the  air,  which 
is  naturally  moift,  efpecially  in  the  night,  will  do  the  reft  of 
the  bufmefs.  A. 

J  We  fliould  imagine,  if  the  quantity  of  foot  ufed  on  ah 
acre  was  encreafed,  it  would  be  better  ;  the  proportion,  when 
compared  to  alhes,  being  too  fmall  :  perhaps  it  may  be  owing 
to  its  dearncfi.  O. 
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the  flitches  being  pretty  high  in  the  middle^.  After  the 
laft  plowing,  which  I  generally  give  the  beginning  of  July, 
the  land  is  harrowed  two  or  three  tirries,  to  break  the  clods 
and  bring  it  to  a  fine  tilth :  the  feed  is  then  Town,  to  the 
quantity  of  about  three  quarts  on  an  acre,  fometimes  a 
gallon,  efpecially  if  I  have  any  reafon  to  fufpedl  the  good- 
jiefs  of  the  feed,  which  I  always  try  fome  weeks  before,  by 
fowing  a  little  of  it  in  a  corner  of  my  garden,  and  judge 
accordingly  f. 

When  the  feed  is  fown,  I  harrow  the  field  once  acrofs^ 
which  isfufficient  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  covering  it ;  and 
for  this  purpofe,  though  the  land  is  flifF,  I  prefer  a  light 
harrov/,  for  fear  of  burying  it  too  deep,  which  a  heavy, 
long' tined  harrow,  or  drag,  is  apt  to  do. 

When  I  have  not  a  ct^yenience  of  procuring  a  fufEciency 
of  the  above  manures'  at  a  reafonable  rate,  which  is  fome- 
times  the  cafe,  I  fold  my  fheep  on  the  land  after  it  is 
fown,  which  I  always  find  to  be. of  the  utmofl  benefit  to 
the  colefeed  crop  J. 

When  managed  in  any  of  the  methods  above  mentioned, 
it  generally  turns  out  a  very  profitable  crop,  furnifhing  me 
with  plenty  of  excellent  feed  for  my  ewes,  cows,  and 
wethers;  and  often  in  the  winter  feafon,  when  every  other 
fort  of  feed  is  very  fcarce.  . 

Before  I  proceed,  I  mufl  however  give  one  caution  with 
Tcfpedl  to  cows ;  which  is,  that  it  is  the  worfi;  hufbandry 
in  the  world  to  think  of  turning  them  into  a  field  of  cole- 
feed,  as  they  not  only  make  great  havock  and  wafte,  by 
treading  down  and  breaking  the  flalks  of  the  plants,  but 
they  are  alfo  apt  to  eat  fo  greedily  of  the  green  leaf  of  this 
fweet  vegetable,  that  they  will,  without  care,  hove  ||,  and 
in  a  maimer  burfi:  and  die.  ' 

My 

^  Colefeed  will  bear  moiflure  better  than  vyheat.  R. 

'f-  This  pradlice  we  have  often  commended  :  was  it  unlver- 
Ihlly  adopted,  there  would  be  fewer  difappointments,  and  larger 
profits,  in  farming.  E. 

X  We  imagine  our  correfpondent  mull  mean,  that  it  is  in 
dry  weather  only,  that  he  folds  his  fheep  on  the  crop  ;  becaufe 
in  wet  weather  their  trampling  would  be  apt  to  knead  fuefi 
land.  E.  .  .  .  ,  .  .  ^  ..  ^  ..  .  • 

It  Swell, 
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My  way,  therefore,  is  always  to  cut  ofF  the  tops  of  the 
plants,  and  give  them  to  the  cows,  in  cribs,  or  racks,  un¬ 
der  ftielter  ;  taking  care  to  let  them  have,  at  the  fame  time, 
fome  fweet  haymear  them,  to  qualify,  in  their  ftomachs, 
the  cold,  and  perhaps,  in  fome  meafure  crude,  though 
iiourifhing  juices  of  the  colefeed  plant. 

When  I  fay  I  give  my  cows  the  colefeed  plant  under 
fhelter,  it  muft  not  be  underftood  that  I  confine  them  jn  a 
cow-houfe ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  at  full  liberty  to 
range  all  over  the  yards,  and  I  fometimes  let  them  into  the 
home  clofe 

I  do  not,  in  general,  chufe  to  feed  my  cows  with  this 
plant  when  it  is  old  and  rank,  as  it  is  then  apt  to  ,ghe  the 
milk,  butter,  cheefe,  a  badtafte:  yet  ith as  not  always 
this  efFedi ;  for  fweet  hay  is  a  great  palliative. 

,  I  have,  by  long  experience,  found  that  nothing  is  better 
for  ewes,  that  fuckle,  than  this  plant,  .efpecially  if  a  little 
caution  is  ufed  in  feeding  them  with  it :  with  care  it 
gives  them  plenty  of  milk,  fats  ofF  their  lambs,  and  foon 
makes  the  mothers  fit  for  the  butcher. 

After  what  has  been  already  faid,  it  will  be  almoft  nee^- 
lefs  to  add,  that  wethers  fatten  on  it  very  fpeedily :  fame, 
indeed,  have  pretended  to  fay,  that  it  makes  .the  meat  of 
them  rank ;  but  I  own,  I  never  found  but  that  it  was  at 
leaft  as  good  as  turnep-fed  mutton,  which  the  London  conr 
fumers,  in  particular,  feem  very  well  reconciled  to,  and 
fome  even  prefer  to  that  which  is  grafs-fed  :  how  far  culforu 
may  have  vitiated  their  palates,  I  ftiall  not,  at  leaft  at  .this 
time,  examine. 

A  friend  of  mine,  who  lives  in  Hertfprdfliire,  tells  me, 
that  the  farmers  there,  at  Icaft  fome  of  them  who  thii^ 
they  follow  an  improved  practice,  fow  thefe  feeds  in  their 
gardens,  as  they  do  cabbage-feed,  in  May  or  June;  and 
when  the  plants  have  attained  a  proper  fiz-e,  they  .employ 
women  and  children  chiefly  to  plant  them  put  in  the  field, 

allow- 

*  This  pradice  we  commend  ;  no  animal  can  enjoy  a  good 
ftate  of  health  when  debarred  from  exercife.  R. 
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allowing  every  plant  two  feet  fquare  to  grow  in  This, 
at  firft  appearance,  may  poUibly  be  thought  a  very  dear 
way  of  going  to  work  ;  but,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  la¬ 
bour  being  dear  there,  they  find  it  cheaper  than  fowing 
them  broad-caft  thick,  as  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  having 
them  afterwards  fet  out,  and  the  weeds  deftroyed  by  hoers. 

Some  farmers,  who  occupy  light  lands,  which  indeed  are 
far  from  being  proper  for  colefeed,  are  yet  willing  to  bene¬ 
fit  by  this  crop :  thefe  men,  I  fay,  particularly  fome  in 
Surry,  where  the  barley-harveft  is  early,  plow  up  the  ftub- 
ble,  and  harrow  in  colefeed  directly  :  this  is  not  indeed  good 
bufbandry,  yet  the  plant  furnifhes  good  feed  for  after  Chrifi:- 
mas  and  the  fpring,  and  fo  far  turns  out  to  profit. 

Colefeed  is  naturally  a  very  hardy  plant,  and  will  commonly 
outlive  our  hardeft  winters ;  but  it  mull;  be  obferved,  that 
what  is  fown  on  land  that  agrees  leaft  with  it,  viz.  a  gra¬ 
velly  loam,  bears  the  cold  better  than  what  is  fown  on 
a  ftifF  loam,  or  clay;  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  natural 
warmth  of  the  foil :  the  north  and  north- eafterly  winds  do 
moft  damage  to  it. 

I  obferved  above,  that  I  often  drefs  my  land,  after  fow¬ 
ing,  with  foot,  lime,  and  coal  or  wood  allies :  the  ufe  of 
thefe  I  greatly  approve  of ;  not  only  becaufe  they  give  a 
wonderful  fertility  to  the  foil,  but  becaufe  they  are  an  ex¬ 
cellent  prefervative  againil:  the  race  of  infers  that  are  the 
natural  enemies  to  this  crop  ;  enemies  I  call  them,  though 
they  are  fo  far  friends  to  themfelves  as  often  to  eat  it  up. 

In  feme  places  colefeed  is,  as  I  am  informed,  fufFered  to 
occupy  the  land  in  a  manner  two  feafons,  being  fed  down, 
though  not  too  clofe,  the  firfi;  feafon,  and  left  for  feed  the 
^cond. 

•  Whenever  I  intend  that  this  plant  fhall  ftand  for  feed,  I 
have  my  land  hoed  as  if  it  was  under  a  crop  of  turneps,  only 
I  allow  the  colefeed  more  room,  near  two  feet  fquare,  like 
the  Hertfordfiiire  farmers  above  mentioned,  to  each  plant. 

By 

*  This  may  be  a  very  good  way,  when  the  land  is  in  crop, 
fo  as  to  prevent  its  having  the  neceffary  plowing  before  the 
colefeed  is  Town,  as  fome  time  may  be  faved  by  planting.  E* 
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jSy  this  management  I  have  my  feed  in  much  greater  pef- 
fe^ion,  owing  to  the  free  circulation  of  air  about  the 
plants. 

I  judge  of  the  proper  time  of  cutting  it,  by  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  pods :  when  they  are  all  fwelled  and  full 
grown,  looking  full,  and  fome  of  them  becoming  dry,  and 
the  feed  turning  brown,  I  cut  it  with  reaping-hooks,  or 
Tickles,  as  I  would  do  wheat. 

Should  I  leave  my  crop  {landing  till  all  the  pods  were 
changed,  a  great  part  of  the  yield  would  be  loll,  as  the  feed 
is  very  apt  to  fhed :  this  then  is  the  reafon  of  my  cutting 
them  green.  They  foon  dry  in  the  field,  and  may  then 
either  be  threfhed  out  of  hand,  which  I  generally  prefer, 
or  carried  to  the  barn  and  threfhed  on  the  floor :  I  fup- 
pofe  it  will  be  little  neceffary  for  me  to  obferve,  that  if  it 
is  threfhed  in  the  field,  it  mufl  be  on  a  cloth. 

My  reafon  for  preferring  this  lafl  is,  that  I  think  the 
feeds,  efpecially  when  the  flalks  are  frefh  cut,  are  more 
apt  to  be  bruifed  on  a  floor,  than  on  a  cloth  laid  over  a 
bed  of  flraw. 

The  flalks  of  the  colefeed  plant,  after  they  are  threfhed, 
ferve  me  for  fuel  to  burn  under  my  copper  when  1  brew> 
and  to  heat  my  oven. 

A  neighbour  of  mine,  yeflerday,  told  me  that  he  had 
fome  land  on  which  he  now  fows  colefeed,  of  fuch  a  cold, 
wet  nature,  that  he  could  not  venture  to  fow  turneps  on 
it ;  for  the  convexity  of  the  roots  of  thefe  plants  left  holes 
in  the  land,  which,  receiving  the  water,  made  the  foil  fo 
four,  as  greatly  to  injure  the  corn  that  was  afterwards  fown 
on  it.  He  alfo  fays  he  has  often  fown  it  on  a  wheat,  bar¬ 
ley,  or  pea  flubble,  without  any  other  preparation  than  ^ 
Angle  plowing,  fowing  the  feed  to  the  quantity  of  four  or 
five  quarts  an  acre  and  harrowing  it  in  ;  and  in  this  way 
he  obferveSj  he  has  fometimes  encreafed  the  quantity  of  feed 
to  fix  quarts,  which  is  the  moft  he  in  general  fows. 

This  is  my  neighbour’s  pradlice,  who  is  a  fenfible,  intel¬ 
ligent  man. 


I  have 
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*  I  have  already  noticed  that  I  often  feed  my  colefeed :  this 
'4s  done,  in  the  general,  in  the  months  of  January,  Fe¬ 
bruary,  and  March ;  and  in  about  a  week  after  it  is  fed 
off,  that  is,  fuppofe,  the  laft  week  in*  March,  or  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  April,  I  turn  up  my  land  to  ma*ke  my  fallow 
for  wheat;  and  if  it  happens  to  be  a  lightifh  loam,  fori 
which  I  fometimes,  though  feldom,  fow  colefeed)  and  is  in 
good  heart,  I  give  it  another  plowing,  and  harrow  in  fome 
turnep-feed,  which  give  me  a  forward  crop,  and  are  off 
the  land  time  enough  to  plow  it  for  wheat  in  autumn.  In 
this  laft  cafe,  I  never  dung  the  land  for  the  corn,  and 
have  generally  a  middling  yield,  and  a  fweet  crop. 

This  is  my  way  of  managing,  if  my  crop  of  colefeed  is 
luxuriant,  ftrong,  and  good;  but  if  the  crop  is  thin,  and 
has  not  got  fufficiently  forward,  I  for  the  moft  part  take 
care  to  get  the  land  clear  by  fome  time  in  the  month  of 
Ndvembier,  fometimes  by  All-hollantide,  when  !  plow  it 
up,  and  give  it  a  winter’s  fallow,  in  order  to  prepare  itj  and 
bring  it  into  as  fine  tilth  as  poftiblo  for  fowing  barley  in 
the  fpring,  of  which  I  have  generally  a  large  return  in 
this-  hufbandry. 

'  Colefeed  is  a  moft  excellent  plant  to  fow  where  land  is 
rich,  and  inclined  to  breed  roguery  for,  if  you  fow  it  in 
the  way  I  pratSfifo,  and  hoe  it  at  proper  times,  the  weeds 
will  certainly  Be  deftroyed,  and  the  land  well  broke  and 
reduced  by  the  tillage :  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  fow  it  thick 
In  the  ordinary  way,  the  thicknefs  of  the  crop  will  choak 
the  weeds,  and  the  leaves  of  the  plants,  by  fhading  the 
land,  will  occafton  in  it  a  ferment,  which  will  tend  to 
divide  the  particles  of  the  foil,  before  in  too  clofe  contact, 
ahd  meliorate'  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  of  more  benefit 
towards  bringing  it  to  a  fine  tilth,  than  two  or  three  plow- 
ings. 

I  own  I  am  very  fond  of  the  colefeed,  pea,  and  .tur- 
nep  hufbandry. 

‘  A  few  years  ago  I  had  a  piece  of  land,  which  was  a 
good  hearty  loam,  not  too  ftiff,  nor  too  dry.  It  was  in 
wheat.  As  foon  as  the  crop  was  carried,  I  turned  in  the 
,  ftubble. 
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Rubble,  and  let  it  lie  to  mellow  with  the  winter  frofts:  it 
happened  the  fnow  lay  for  fome  weeks  on  the  ground  that 
year,  which  greatly  helped  me. 

In  the  frofty  weather  I  carried  on  this  land  about 
forty  loads  of  dung  to  an  acre,  which  I  took  the  firfl: 
opportunity  of  fpreading,  and  turning  in. 

Between  September  and  April  I  gave  this  land  four  plow- 
ings,  infomuch  that  in  the  fpring  it  was  like  a  well-kept 
garden. 

About  the  middle  of  April  I  fowed  in  it,  in  drills  three 
feet  diftance,  the  forward  blue  pea :  thefe  came  up  very- 
kindly,  and  1  took  care  to  have  them  hoed  at  proper  inter- 
vals,  to  keep  down  the  weeds.  My  peas  were  ofF  the  laft 
week  in  July  ;  fo  I  got  my  land  ready  by  the  firft  week  in 
Auguft  to  fow  colefeed,  over  which  I  fowed  forty-five 
bufhels  of  lime  on  every  acre,  and  it  throve  to  admiration  ; 
fo  that  I  had  a  furprifing  crop,  which  yielded  me  a  large 
quantity  of  fpring  feed. 

In  April  I  plowed  it  up  and  fowed  turneps  on  it,  which 
I  fed  off  early  enough  in  the  fummer  to  get  the  land  ready 
for  fowing  wheat  in  the  autumn. 

My  wheat,  though  I  gave  no  more  mending  to  the  land 
than  what  I  have  mentioned,  yielded  me  a  good  crop ;  and 
after  winter-fallowing  the  land,  I  got,  the  fucceeding  fum- 
mer,  a  very  good  crop  of  barley. 

By  this  management,  without  hurting  my  land,  I  got,  ia 
the  fpace  of  three  years  and  a  half,  reckoning  from  the  time 
1  fowed  my  blue  peas,  five  crops,  and  a  winter  fallowing; 
that  is,  a  crop  of  peas,  another  of  colefeed  for  feed,  a  third 
of  turneps  for  my  Ibeep,  one  of  wheat,  and  a  fifth  of 
barley. 

I  Ihall  not  omit  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  with 
a  remedy  for  the  white  fcour  in  fheep,  which  I  am  the 
rather  inclined  to  communicate,  as  I  am  informed  that  this 
diforder,has  now  attacked  many  fheep  in  different  parts  of 
the  country. 

Take  a  pint  of  old  verjuice;  then  take  half  a  pound  of 
common  fait,  or  bay- fait  is  rather  better ;  dry  it  before  the 

VoL.  IL  N^.  7.  C  . 
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fire,  bruife  it  in  a  ftone  mortar,  and  fift  it  through  a  fine 
fieve :  when  this  is  done,  mix  it  by  degrees  into  the  ver¬ 
juice,  to  which  add  half  a  pint  of  common  gin,  and  bot¬ 
tle  it  up  for  ufe.  When  any  of  your  (beep  are  feized  with 
this  diforder,  feparate  them  from  the  flock,  and  give  each 
of  them  the  value  of  three  large  table  fpoonfuls  of  the  mix¬ 
ture  for  a  dofe,  repeating  it  in  two  days  afterwards,  if  they 
are  not  better.  It  is  a  great  chance  but  this  Ample  remedy 
cures  them.  I  have  often  tried  it  with  fuccefs ;  but  you 
mufl:  mind  to  put.  them  into  a  dry  pafture,  or  all  will  be 
vain. 

Now  I  am  upon  the  fubjedf  of  fheep,  I  muft  let  you  into 
another  fecret,  which  is,  to  kill  ticks,  or  fheep- lice,  that 
are  fo  troublefome  to  this  animal.  Some  fheep  have  been 
known  to  pull  off  almofl;  all  their  wool  when  they  have 
been  tormented  with  this  troublefome  infe6l,  and  even,  if 
they  do  not  come  to  this  height,  the  animal  never  thrives 
whilfl:  it  is  infefted  by  them. 

For  a  cure,  take  half  a  gallon  of  foft  water,  difTolve 
in  it  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  fublimate,  an  ounce  of  cream 
of  tartar,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  bay-falt,  the  two 
laft  being  firfl:  pounded  and  fifted.  When  your  fheep  are 
troubled  with  ticks,  let  your  fiiepherd  part  their  wool,  and 
moiften  their  fkins  here  and  there  with  this  compound, 
which  is  reckoned,  by  many  who  have  tried  it,  to  be  in¬ 
fallible  when  twice  or  thrice  applied,  and  once  often  does. 

Another  very  good  way  to  preferve  them  from  this  peff, 
or  cure  them  if  the  diforder  is  but  incipient,  is  to  wafh 
them,  after  fliearing,  with  fome  fea- water,  or  ftrong  brine 
if  you  do  not  live  near  the  fea 

This  wafhing  is  good  for  them  in  many  other  refpe6fs5 
preferving  them  from  various  diforders  to  which  they  are 
fubjedf. 

I  have  extended  my  letter  to  a  much  greater  length  than 
what  I  at  firfl  propofed  ;  but  I  fhall  make  no  apology 
on  the  occafion,  as,  if  it  meets  with  your  approba¬ 
tion,  you  will  not  obje6l  to  its  length ;  but  if  you  fhould 

not 


J  See  Vol.  I.  Number  XLVII,  page  210, 
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not  approve  of  it,  the  trouble  of  reading  it  will  not  be 
great,  and  you  will,  of  courfe,  /ay  it  afide. 

Let  me  add,  to  what  I  have  faid,  that  I  fincerely  wifli 
you  fuccefs  in  your  public-fpirited  undertaking :  a  work  of 
this  nature  was  long  wanting  ;  but,  permit  me  to  fay,  it 
has  now  made  its  appearance  to  a  great  advantage. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Borders  of  Berks,  Your  humble  fervant, 

March  I,  1764.  A  Country  Rector. 


NUMBER  II. 

« 

A  Letter  to  the  Editor refpeSling  an  odd  Circumjiance  hap-- 
pening  to  feme  Pigs  put  up  to  fatten^ 

Gentlemen, 

I  Have  often  heard  it  faid,  that  experience  makes  a  man 
wife  5  and  I  have  not  lefs  frequently  been  told,  that  we 
may,  with  feme  degree  of  attention  bellowed,  learn  wif- 
dom  from  the  experience  of  others. 

It  would  be  no  fmall  pleafure  tome  to  contribute,  though 
in  ever  fo  inconfiderable  a  degree,  to  the  good  of  my  coun¬ 
try  :  this  defire  it  is  induces  me  now  to  trouble  you ;  I 
mean,  to  communicate  an  accident  that  happened  to  me, 
which  may  ferve  as  a  caution  to  others. 

To  begin  then,  without  farther  preamble.  A  few  years 
ago  I  bought,  juft  before  harveft,  about  a  fcore  of  chotes^ 
as  we  call  them,  or  young  porkers ;  which  I  kept,  till  har¬ 
veft  was  oVer,  on  fwiil  and  grains.  When  the  corn  was 
all  got  in,  I  turned  them  into  the  ftubbles,  there  to  pick  up 
the  fcattered  leafings ;  I  fuffered  them  to  range  at  large  till 
the  corn  in  the  fields  run  fhort,  and  the  weather  grew  cold, 
at  which  time  I  took  them  into  my  barn-yard,  as  I  had  juft 
fe  a  few  men  to  threfhing :  here  my  pigs  throve  amazingly, 
infomuch,  that  by  Chriftmas,  or  a  little  after,  they  were 
nearly  half  fat. 

Seeing  them  in  fuch  good  condition,  I  determined  to  put 
feme  of  them  up  to  barley-meal  s  and  accordingly  I  pitched 

9^  91* 
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on  four  of  the  beft  :  thefe  were  confined  in  the  fiye,  and  as 
I  vifited  them  often,  and  perceived  they  eat  heartily,  I 
imagined  they  would  thrive  in  like  proportion,  and  foon  be 
fit  for  the  knife. 

In  this  refpecSf,  Gentlemen,  however,  I  was  greatly  de¬ 
ceived  ;  for  they  were  entirely  at  a  fiand  from  the  time  of 
their  being  put  up. 

I  waited  with  great  patience  for  the  firft  fortnight,  think¬ 
ing  they  might  fret  at  being  confined,  or  that  the  change 
of  food  did  not  fo  well  agree  with  them  ;  but  it  was  ail  to 
BO  purpofe  :  three,  four,  five,  and  fix  weeks  paffed  in  the 
fame  manner  j  and  what  moft  provoked  me  was,  to  fee 
the  pigs,  I  had  left  running  in  the  barn  yard,  out-ftripping 
thenvin  point  of  growth. 

Upon  this,  l  ordered  fome  of  my  men  to  take  them  out  of 
the  ftye,  one  by  one,  and  examine  them  carefully,  to  fee 
if  they  had  any  diforder  j  but  this  did  not  prove  to  be  the 
cafe,  they  were  fleek,  clean,  brifk,  and,  in  appearance, 
in  very  good  health. 

Had  this  accident  happened  to  fome  of  my  neighbours, 
they  would  certainly  have  pronounced  them  bewitched  5 
but,  as  I  am  not  at  all  inclined  to  fuperft'Ltion,  I  did  not. 

.  As  it  is  the  opinion  of  us  farmers,  that  whatever  animal 
is  ftinted  in  his  growth,  never  thrives  to  profit  afterwards, 
I  came  to  a  refolution  of  killing  them,  but  was  determined, 
£rft  to  ufe  my  utmofi;  endeavours  to  difcover  the  caufe  of 
jBy  difappointment. 

I  watched  them  narrowly  for  fome  days,  till  at  Jaft,  get¬ 
ting  up  one  morning  rather  earlier  than  ordinary,  I  faw 
one  of  my  maids  carry  her  coal-afhes  out  of  the  kitchen,  and 
throw  them  on  a  large  heap  which  lay  next  the  pig-fiye  : 
when  the  afhes  were  caft  on  the  top  of  the  heap,  the  final! 
cinders,  which  were  mixed  with  them,  naturally  rolled 
down  the  Hope,  'and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  them  fell 
through  the  apertures  of  the  enclofure  into  the  little  yard 
before  the  Hye.  -  -  ^  ^  ; 

.  The  pigs,,  which  were  at  this  time  feemingly  alleep, 
were  rouzed  at  tfie  rattling  of  the  cinders  againfi:  the  wood* 

'■  :  ''  -  and. 
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and,  coming  out  of  the  ftye,  to  my  great  aftonifiiment, 
made  a  hearty  meal  on  the  cinders. 

This  unravelled  the  myftery ;  however,  to  be  perfe£fly 
fatisfied,  I  watched  them  for  two  or  three  mornings  more, 
and  found  them  conftantly  at  the  fame  work. 

The  next  day  they  were  all  killed,  and  I  examined  their 
intrails  very  carefully  myfelf,  to  fee  if  they  were  any  ways 
affe61:ed  ;  but,  on  the  moft  minute  infpe6tion,  I  could  not 
difcover  any  token  of  difeafe :  the  heart  in  each  of  them 
was  found  and  healthy  ;  the  liver  of  a  proper  fize,  a  line 
colour,  and  without  knots ;  and  the  lights,  or  lungs,  as  they 
ordinarily  are.  The  meat  of  them  was  remarkably  white, 
took  fait  well,  and  whaf  I  roafted  was  fweet,  tender,  and 
full  of  gravy  ;  but  1  dare  to  fay,  I  do  not  over- do  it,  in  af- 
ferting,  that  this  pork  coft  me  near  nine- pence  a  pound  ; 
for  the  pigs,  when  they  were  killed,  were  not  fatter  than 
when  they  were  firfl  put  up,  and,  to  all  appearance, 
were  grown  but  very  little  in  fize. 

I  own  it  puzzles  me  much  to  account  for  this  ftrange 
affair ;  I  can  very  well  imagine,  that  the  coal-cinders,  be¬ 
ing  a  food  quite  unnatural  to  them,  or  any  other  animal, 
indeed,  might  prevent  their  growing  fat ;  but  I  cannot 
conceive  how  it  fhould  have  that  effect  only,  and  not  a<51:  a 
little  more  powerfully,  and  caufe  them  to  fall  off  their  Hefh, 
as  well  as  affedl  their  health  and  inward  conftitution ;  yet 
this  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  cafe,  from  the  fa£i:s 
above  mentioned,  which  are  literally  true 

To  judge  from  my  fimple  reafon,  I  fhould  have  imagined, 
that  eating  fuch  a  quantity  of  coal- cinders  would  have  dried 
up  all  their  juices,  and  have  made  the  meat  eat  dry  and 
chirky  ;  and  why  this  was  not  the  cafe,  I  am  far  from  being 
able  to  determine. 

I  fhould  before  have  obferved,  that  on  afking  the  maid 
whether  fhe  had  ever  feen  them  eat  cinders  before,  flie  faid 
they  conffantly  did  it  every  day,  but  that  file  took  no  no¬ 
tice 

*  We  fhould  be  obliged  to  any  correfpondent  who  would 
tranfmit  to  us  his  opinion  with  refpeft  to  the  phyfical  reafons 
for  the  cinders  having  this  effed;  on  the  pigs.  R. 


14  MUSEUM  R'USTICUM 

tice  of  It,  imagining  they  were  not  fuch  fools  as  to  eat  any* 
thing  that  would  hurt  them. 

Though  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  affign  any  reafon  for  the 
cinders  having  this  efFedt  on  my  pigs,  yet  am  I  certain  that 
eating  them  was  the  caufe  of  their  not  thriving.  I  found 
the  cinders  and  barley-meal  mixed  in  their  ftomachs,  when 
they  were  killed  ;  and  in  the  fmaller  inteftines  the  cafe  was 
the  fame,  except  that  the  barley-meal  had  received  the  na¬ 
tural  alteration ;  but  the  cinders  were  in  the  fame  ftatc 
they  were  in  when  they  were  fwallowed  by  the  animals, 
being  unaltered  by  digeftion  ;  at  leaft  they  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  being  fo. 

My  reafon  for  afTerting,  that  the  cinders  were  abfolutely 
the  caufe  of  my  difappointment,  is,  that  as  foon  as  thefe  pigs 
were  killed  I  caufed  the  ftye  to  be  cleaned,  the  afti-heap 
to  be  removed,  and  four  more  pigs  to  be  put  up  to  fatten ; 
thefe  were  fed  with  the  fame  fort  of  food,  z/Zz.  barley-meal, 
and  managed  exactly  in  the  fame  mannner :  they  throve 
daily,  and  in  a  very  few  weeks  were  fit  to  kill,  being  very 
fat ;  and  they  made  excellent  pork  for  family  fpending :  it 
need  fcarcely  be  obferved,  that  I  had  them  carefully  kept 
from  afhes,  cinders,  or  any  other  fort  of  trafh. 

If  you  think  this  hint  worth  communicating  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  it  will,  of  courfe,  find  a  place  in  your  collection ;  if  not, 
as  I  rather  take  this  trouble  for  the  fake  of  my  brother  far¬ 
mers,  than  from  any  defire  of  appearing  in  print,  it  will 
give  me  no  uneafinefs.  Such  as  it  is,  you  and  the  public  are 
welcome  to  it ;  and  my  end  is  in  part  anfwered,  as  it  has 
already  filled  up,  1  ftiould  hope  not  unprofitably,  a  leifure 
hour  or  two  of  my  time.  Believe  me. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

Chelmsford,  Eflex,  A  Purchaser  and  Reader 

Jan.  28,  1764,  of  your  Work. 
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A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  containing  Remarks  on  the  Culture 
of  Sugar-Canes^  as  now  pradiifed  in  the  Weft-Indies ;  and 
on  their  Manner  of  boiling  the  fuicei  from  a  Gentleman 
for  fome  Time  refdent  in  thofe  Parts, 

Gentlemen, 

TH  E  obfervations  on  fugar-canes,  in  the  firft  volume 
of  your  colledlion,  No.  LXXVIL  page  321,  brought 
to  my  memory  fome  things,  \vhich  appeared  to  me  impro¬ 
per  in  the  management  of  that  article,  when  I  was,  fome 
years  ago,  in  the  Weft-Indies, 

With  relation  to, the  culture  of  the  fugar-cane,  I  entirely 
agree  with  your  correfpondent,  in  recommending  the  plant¬ 
ing  of  the  canes  at  a  diftance  from  each  other.  Whoever 
reads,  attentively,  M.  de  Chateauvieux’s  experiments  in  the 
horfe-hoeing  hufbandry,  either  in  M.  Du  Hamers  original, 
or  in  the  tranflation,  will  be  fully  convinced  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  cultivating  the  fugar-cane  in  that  way.  Thofe 
experiments  have,  alone,  thrown  more  light  upon  the  fub- 
je£l  than  all  that  was  written  before  or  fince  5  and  there¬ 
fore  they  cannot  be  too  ftrongly  recommended  to  every  clafs 
of  cultivators,  as  well  for  their  judicious  diverftty,  and  his 
appofite  reafonings  on  them,  as  for  the  number  and  variety 
of  the  plants  which  he  cultivated  in  that  way. 

Three  feet  between  the  plants  in  the  rows  ^  feems  a 
very  confiderable  diftance ;  yet  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to 
fay  it  is  too  great ;  but  I  think  that  on  every  bed,  or 
tween  every  larger  interval,  two  rows  might  be  planted, 
at  perhaps  two  feet  diftance  from  each  other;  the  plants 
ftanding,  in  the  one  row,  oppofite  to  the  middle  of  tho 
fpace  between  the  plants  in  the  other.  The  weeds  be¬ 
tween  thefc  rows  might  be  eafily  deftroyed  by  hand-hoes, 

while 


*  See  page  324,  Yol.  I. 
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while  the  intervals  of  fix  feet,  or  the  alleys  betwixt  the 
double  rows,  are  kept  clear,  and  conftantly  in  a  loofe  ftate, 
by  the  horfe-hoe.  . 

I  would  recommend  the  horfe-hoe  for  this  purpofe,  on  a 
double  account ;  firft,  becaufe  it  is  incomparably  lefs  expen- 
five  than  the  labour  of  negroes  ;  and,  fecondly,  becaufe  the 
earth  will  be  ftirred  thereby  to  a  much  greater  depth  than  is 
commonly  done  by  hand-labour. 

The  great  advantages  of  this  method  cannot,  perhaps,  be 
conceived,  till  they  have  been  demonftrated  by  adfual  ex¬ 
periments  ;  becaufe,  by  means  of  the  horfe-hoe,  the  mould 
can  be  kept  in  a  loofe  Ifate  to  the  depth  of  fifteen  or  eigh¬ 
teen  inches ;  which  is  at  leaf:  double  of  what  is  efFe£led  in 
the  common  way. 

To  thofe  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  good  efFe<fls 
of  the  horfe-hoe,  the  keeping  of  the  earth  thus  loofe  may 
feem  an  objection  ;  becaufe,  according  to  the  common- 
received  opinion.  Its  moifture  will  be  exhaled  by  the  hot 
fcorching  vertical  fun.  < 

M.  de  Chateauvieux’s  experiments  demonftrate,  that  the 
horfe-hoe  had  the  moft  fenfibly  good  effedfs  in  the  hotteft 
and  drieft  weather  ;  becaufe  the  dew,  which  falls  plentifully 
in  fuch  weather,  is  abforbed,  and  finks  fo  deep  into  the 
loofe  mould,  that  the  fun  does  not  exhale  it. 

The  advantage  of  fo  deep  a  mould,  to  fo  juicy  and  luxu¬ 
riant  a  plant  as  the  fugar-cane,  muft  be  very  great ;  efpe- 
cially  as  the  plant,  above  ground,  thrives  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  its  roots. 

Never  having  been  in  North-America,  I  do  not  know 
whether  tobacco  is  cultivated  in  the  horfe-hoeing  way  ;  if 
it  be  not,  furely  it  might  to  advantage. 

The  cenfure  I  at  firft  hinted  at  was  with  regard  to  the 
Weft-India  method  of  boiling  the  juice  of  their  fugar-cane. 

In  order  to  have  a  greater  heat  around  their  coppers,  or 
boilers,  they  cover  as  little  of  them  as  pofiible  with  the 
bricks  in  which  they  are-fet,  that  fo  the  flame  may  phy 
round  a  greater  portion  of  them,  thereby  to  encreafe  the 
heat. 


In 
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In  this  they  judge  right,  were  the  boilers  to  be  kept  al¬ 
ways  full ;  but  as  the  watery  part  of  the  juice  evaporates 
gradually,  it  foon  finks  below  that  part  of  the  boiler 
which  is  fet  in  the  bricks.  Now  it  is  known  that  no 
containing  vefiel  can  receive  a  greater  heat  than  the  con¬ 
tained  liquor  is  capable  of  receiving.  Thus,  a  copper  in 
which  water  is  boiled  will  not  receive  a  heat  greater  than 
that  of  boiling  water  :  but  if  any  part  of  the  copper,  not 
filled  with  water,  is  expofed  to  the  fire,  that  part  will  be¬ 
come  as  hot  as  the  degree  of  fire  can  make  it.  The  water 
which  touches  it  in  this  ftate,  inftantly  flies  off ;  and  if 
there  is  any  animal,  or  vegetable  fubftance,  mixed  with  the 
water,  which  is  not  fo  volatile  as  to  fly  off,  it  is  in  fome 
degree  burnt,  fo  as  often  to  have  its  texture  deftroyed. 
Thus  in  the  juice  of  the  fugar-cane,  the  faline  or  faccha- 
rine  particles,  which  touch  any  part  of  the  boiler  that  is  fo 
hot  as  to  deftroy  their  texture,  are  thereby  loft  to  the  view 
of  making  fugar,  and  cannot  be  brought  to  a  faline  form 
by  any  future  procefs. 

It  is  known  that  when  any  fubftance  is  imperfectly  burnt, 
it  becomes  black,  owing  to  its  oils  being,  if  I  may  fo  fay, 
finged,  though  not  perfectly  confumed.  Hence  it  is,  that 
whatever  faccharine  particles  touch  the  greatly-heated  boiler 
are  turned  black,  and  form  what  is  called  molafles,  which, 
is  in  faCl  a  lofs  of  fo  much  fugar  as  ferves  to  give  it  that 
fweetnefs  and  confiftence. 

Were  the  planters  careful  enough  to  avoid  this  error, 
a  confiderable  lofs  might  be  prevented  5  and  the  fugar  made 
would  be  of  a  much  whiter  colour,  becaufe  it  is  thefe 
burnt  particles  which  render  it  of  a  dark  brown,  and  give 
it  a  burnt  tafte. 

It  is  from  the  fame  caufe,  viz,  fortle  particles  in  the  li¬ 
quor  being  burnt  by  the  ftills  becoming  red-hot  in  diftill- 
ing,  that  rum,  in  particular,  often  has  a  burnt  tafte. 

In  order  to  feparate  from  the  juice  every  grofs  or  glu¬ 
tinous  particle,  which  is  not  of  a  faccharine  nature,  it 
might  not  be  improper  to  purify  the 'juice,  by  the  mixture 
of  whites  of  eggs,  or  feme  other  like  fubftance,  before  it 
VoL.II.  N^7.  D  i% 
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is  put  over  the  fire,  which,  by  carrying  the  impurities  up 
to  the  furface,  as  it  approaches  boiling,  enables  the  per- 
fon  who  attends  to  fkim  the  whole  of  them  off,  juft  as  the 
liquor  begins  to  boil. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  in  works  in  which  evaporation  Is 
the  objetft,  as  for  inftance,  in  fait  and  fugar  works,  there  is 
not  fufficient  care  taken  to  carry  off  the  fteam  that  rifes 
from  the  liquor  which  is  to  be  evaporated.  My  reafon  for 
thinking  fo  is  this. 

It  appears  from  experiments,  that  air  is  a  kind  of  fpunge 
to  water,  of  which  it  can  contain  only  a  certain  quantity ; 
and  that  quantity  different,  according  to  the  different  weight 
of  the  atmofphere.  But  the  limits  which  I  have  prefcribed  to 
myfelf  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  on  this  fubjeift  Sup- 
pofing,  therefore,  at  prefent,  the  fa6l  to  be  fo,  it  feems  ad- 
vifeable  to  convey  away  the  fteam  arifing  from  the  boiling 
liquor  as  faft  as  it  rifes,  in  order  that  frefh  air,  not  yet  fa- 
turated  with  water,  blowing  in,  may  carry  the  fteam  off 
the  more  expeditioufly.  Where  the  fteam  is  fuffered  to 
play  over  the  furface  of  the  boiling  liquor,  it  is  probable 
that  much  of  it  falls  back,  which  might  thus  be  carried 
off. 

What  has  perhaps  prevented  a  due  attention  to  this  cir- 
cumftance  is,  that  water  boils  more  ftrongly  when  the 
air  is  confined.  The  ebullition  here  arifes  from  the  difficulty 
with  which  the  water  efcapes ;  but  as  the  heat  rifes  equally 
from  below,  however  the  furface  may  be  expofed,  it  may 
be  prefumed,  that  the  more  freely  the  air  and  fteam  are 

carried 

*  We  are  greatly  obliged  to  this  gentleman  for  the  favour 
of  his  letter,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  again  when 
occafion  ferves.  As  the  fubjed  he  has  now  treated  on,  is  in 
itfelf  important,  he  would  oblige  us  much  by  entering  upon  it 
more  at  large,  and  giving  us  his  opinion  with  refpedl  to  the 
manner  by  which  the  fugar  planter  may  be  oiabled,  in  the  eva¬ 
poration  of  the  juice,  to  enjoy  the  greateft  benefit  that  is  pof- 
iible  from  ^th?  proportion  of  fire  allowed,  yet  not  hazard  the 
gbodnefs  of  the  future  commodity  by  burning  or  finging  the 
infpiffated  liquor  in  the  adion  of  boiling  it.  R. 
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carried  off,  the  fooner  the  liquor  evaporates,  and  the  more 
rpeedily  the  intention  is  anfwered.  I  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant,  ^’c,' 


NUMBER  IV. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Museum  Rusticum, 
Gentlemen, 

IF  the  following  ohfervations  on  the  caufe  of  fmut  in 
wheats  with  a  practical  cure^  be  deemed  worthy  a 
place  amongft  your  fele£l  papers ;  you  have,  for  the  publi¬ 
cation  thereof,  the  confent  of  the  obferver, 

Ruricola  Glocestris. 

L. 

The  fmut  in  wheat  is  an  evil  which  has  long  been 
complained  of,  and  many  methods  tried  to  prevent  it, 
all  of  which  have  proved  ineffe61;ual5  or,  at  beft,  but  a 
mitigation  of  the  difeafe ;  which  methods  I  need  not  here 
enumerate,  as  they  are  generally  known,  or  are  to  be  met 
vvith  in  various  authors  who  have  wrote  on  agriculture  : 
fome  of  them  being  calculated  to  forward  vegetation,  and 
ftrengthen  the  plant,  fuch  it  will  be  advifeable  to  continue 
in  the  pra£fice  of. 

But  amongft  all  the  authors  who  have  wrote  on  this 
fubjedi,  I  don’t  remember  to  have  feen  one  who  has  pointed 
out  a  probable  conjecture  with  refpeCl  to  the  caufe  of  this 
malady,  fo  as  to  be  fupported  by  any  tolerable  degree  of  rea- 
fon.  And  inafmuch  as  natural  hiftory  has  been,  and  is 
my  favourite  ftudy,  (of  which  I  take  agriculture  and  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  cattle  to  be  no  fmall  part)  I  have  frequently  em¬ 
ployed  fome  leifure  hours,  to  endeavour  to  affign  caufes  for 
various  difeafes,  to  which  the  productions  of  the  earth  are 
fubjeCl ;  among  which,  this  of  fmut  in  wheat  is  one.  And 
being  defirous  to  improve  my  knowledge,  I  am  willing  to 
communicate,  that  if  any  thing  worth  notice  might  come 

D  %  from 
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from  me,  I  may  have  the  pleafure  of  doing  fomethlng  for 
the  public  good,  and  thereby  induce  others  to  make  their 
difcoveries  known,  from  which  myfelf,  as  well  as  many 
more,  may  reap  fome  advantage. 

I  remember  to  have  read  a  little  treatife,  wrote  fome 
yeairs  fince,  by  James  Logan,  (chief  juftice,  and  prefident 
of  the  council,  of  the  province  of  Penfylvania)  on  the  ge¬ 
neration  of  plants,  containing  obfervations  made  on  the 
maize,  by  which  he  difcovered  that  plant  to  be  (what  Lin- 
Tiesus  calls  Monoecia^  or)  a  plant  bearing  male  and  female 
flowers,  and,  as  fuch,  capable  of  being  impregnated  with  a 
fruiSlifying  duft  from  another  plant  of  the  like  kind. 

I  own,  the  reading  this  pamphlet  firft  gave  me  the  hint 
of  the  generation  of  vegetables,  from  which  I  continued 
my  obfervations  refpe^iing  other  plants,  and  among  the  refl: 
to  wheat,  and  the  like ;  though  this  is  not  of  the  fame 
clafs  with  maize,  but  of  the  clafs  U'iandria  of  Linnceus^ 
and  is  hermaphrodite,  yet,  neverthelef§,  equally  fubje£l  to 
be  impregnated  by  dull  from  another  plant,  as  well  as  with 
duft  from  itfelf. 

Having  frequently  obferved  amongft  wheat,  while  green, 
(though  fhot  up  into  fpindle)  feveral  black,  blighted  ears, 
I  examined  them,  and  found  thefe  were  ears  in  which,  by 
fome  accident,  the  intention  of  nature  was  prevented ;  I 
fuppofe,  by  being  detained  too  long  in  the  hofe,  and  by  the 
natural  humidity  of  the  plant,  a ,  fermentation  promoted 
in  its  ear,  deftroying  the  fmall  veflels  through  v/hich  the 
corns  were  to  receive  nourifhment ;  by  which  means  their 
contents  became  black,  dry,  and  dufty :  thefe  ears,  grow¬ 
ing  up  with  the  others,  imbibe  moifture  fufficient  to  caufe 
the  dufty  particles  in  the  grains  in  them  to  expand,  and 
burft  the  fine  (kin  which  contained  them :  being  thus  fet 
at  liberty,  the  air,  if  it  happens  to  be  a  dry  feafon,  dries 
them  again  ;  by  which  means  they  become  light  enough  to 
float  therein,  when  feparated  from  the  fkin  which  held 
them.  If  this  happens  when  the  wheat  is  in  bloffom,  which 
it  often  does,  part  of  this  duft  enters  the  ftygma  of  healthy 
corns,  and  thereby  infe£ls  them  :  the  pulp  in  thofe  be¬ 
coming 
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coming  black,  a  fermentation  is  raifed  therein,  which  de- 
ftroys  the  life  of  the  grain  thus  impregrAat^^d  t  hence  the  dif- 
agreeable  fmell  is  acquired  peculiar  to  this  difeafe  (the  ^mell 
in  a  grain  of  fmut  being  the  fame  as  in  a  black  blighted 
ear). 

From  hence  it  is  eafily  accounted  for,  why,  often,  a  few 
grains  in  an  ear  are  fmutty,  and  the  others  good. 

Sorqe  may  perhaps  obje^f,  if  this  be  the  cafe,  why  are 
not  barley  and  oats  fubjedf  to  the  like  difeafe,  ilnce  both 
tbefe  are  fubje£l:  to  the  blacjc  blight  as  well  as  wheat  ?  Such 
obje6lors  would  do  well  to  obferve,  that  thefe  have  a  more 
tough  fkin  than  wheat,  which  does  not  burft  till  after  the 
blowing  of  thefe  forts  of  corn  is  over  j  therefore,  when  it 
does  burft,  the  duft  can  do  no  harm. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  caufe,  I  now  proceed  to 
prefcribe  the  remedy,  which  is,  when  the  corn  is  fhot  into 
fpindle,  and  the  ears  begin  to  appear,  let  fome  perfons  go 
along  each  furrow  in  the  field,  and  carefully  break  off  all 
ears  of  the  black  kind,  (not  pull  them  up,  becaufe  often 
from  the  fame  root  grow  feveral  others,  which  are  good 
and  found  ears)  and  when  broke  off  put  them  into  a  bag, 
and  carry  them  away ;  for  fhould  they  be  thrown  on  the 
ground,  there  may  ftill  be  danger  of  infe(^ion  from  them; 
and  as,  ’tis  poffible,  there  may  be  fome  of  thefe  difeafed  ears, 
which  are  not  burften,  and  therefore  may  efcape  being  ga¬ 
thered,  thefe  may  be  known  by  the  ftalk  at  the  neck  being 
crooked,  and  bent  in  the  length  of  three  or  four  inches  back¬ 
ward,  and  forward  five  or  fix  bends,  and  the  hofe  nearer  to 
the  head  of  fuch  than  the  ears  which  are  good. 

The  feafons  in  which  wheat  is  moft  liable  to  be  fmutty 
are,  it  is  well  known,  fuch  in  which  it  happens  to  be  dry 
weather  and  windy  at  the  time  of  blowing  ;  but  if  it  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  wet  during  that  time,  it  is  very  rare  to  fee  a 
fmutty  ear  in  a  field. 

N.  B.  In  Vol.  I.  No.  LXXXV.  particularizing  feveral 
tokens  of  coals  being  on  an  eflate^  pleaie  to  correct  the 
fpllowing  errors  of  the  prefs:  page  378,  line  13,  inftead  of 
4  betwem 
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between  the  north  and  fouth  eajiward^  read  between  the 
North  and  South,  Eastward  ;  and  in  the  fame  page, 
liDc  24,  read  North  and  South,  Westward. 


NUMBER  V, 


A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  fame  Improvements  necejfary  in 
the  Art  of  Bleaching  Linen  Tarn^ 

Gentlemen, 

fTAVING  lately  met  with  your  Mufeum  Rujiicumy 
&c.  which  I  look  upon  to  be  a  very  entertaining 
and  neceflary  work,  for  communicating  ufefal  knowledge 
from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another,  upon  the  moll 
important  improvements  of  this  nation,  viz.  agriculture,: 
manufadfures,  ^c.  I  am  perfuaded  it  cannot  fail  of  being 
well  received  by  the  induftrious  and  fenfible  part  of  man¬ 
kind. 

As  I  apprehend,  there  is  one  material  branch  in  our 
linen  manufadture  which  wants  improvement,  and  which 
I,fhould  be  glad  to  fee  treated  of  in  your  valuable  collec¬ 
tion,  that  is,  the  bleaching  part. 

Our  bleachers,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  often  keep 
the  linen  and  cotton  yarn  a  double  time,  to  what  is  necef- 
fary,  in  the  bleach-field,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  ma- 
nufadlurers,  not  only  in  the  length  and  lofs  of  time,  but 
.  in  weakening  the  yarn,  by  lying  fo  long  upon  the  ground 
as,  at  fome  feafons  of  the  year,  to  make  it  very  tender  and 
weak  ^  :  now,  if  our  fkilful  bleachers  would  favour  us  fome- 

times 

V  . 

*  We  agree  with  our  correfpondent  that  it  is  very  pofTible  to 
leave  the  yarn  foJong  in  the  bleaching-grounds,  as  greatly  to 
hurt  its  quality  in  point  of  ftrength  ;  but  we  apprehend  that  the 
time  it  Ihould  be  expofed  mufl;  depend  not  only  on  the  texture 
of  the  yarn,  and  the  ufe  for  which  it  is  intended  ;  but  alfo,  in 
a  great  meafure,  on  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  on  the  weather ; 
fo  that,  after  all  the  rules  that  can  poffibly  be  laid  down  in  the 
article  of  bleaching,  there  will  fiill  be  a  great  deal  left  to  be 
learned,  which  experience,  conftant  obfervation,  and, .a  con** 
tinned  reflexion,  can  only  teach.  E. 
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times  with  their  thoughts,  and  give  us  a  few  ufcful 
hints  in  this  article,  it  would  very  much  oblige  many  of 
your  readers.  But  the  difficulty  will  be  to  bring  this  to 
bear. 

Suppofe  the  honourable  fociety  for  encouraging  arts  and 
manufadlures,  were  to  offer  premiums  for  bleaching 
linen  and  cotton  yarn,  (as  they  have  done  for  dying, 
and  many  other  things)  and  oblige  thofe  that  receive  thefe 
premiums,  to  publifti  to  the  world  their  method  of  bleach¬ 
ing;  we  might  then,  perhaps,  fee  fome  of  our  ingenious 
bleachers  take  the  hints  that  might  be  offered ;  and  not 
only  fo,  but  they  might,  poffibly,  alfo  favour  us  with  their 
thoughts  and  experiments  in  return  ;  by  which  means  this 
knowledge  would  be  circulated  among  us,  to  the  great  benefit 
of  the  nation  in  general,  and  our  manufacturers  and 
bleachers  in  particular. 

But  as  our  coarfe  linen  and  cheque  manufactures  do  not 
require  the  yarn  to  be  whitened  to  the  full  extent  of  white- 
nefs,  that  it  is  capable  of  being  brought  to ;  were  feme  pre¬ 
miums  offered  for  that  which  was  bleached  in  the  fhorteil: 
time,  and  kept  the  ftrongeft,  and  done  at  the  loweft  price, 
to  a  reafonable  degree  of  whitenefs,  it  might  anfwer  very 
well  for  thefe  manufactures  ;  and  for  cotton  and  fine  linen 
yarn,  to  fuch  as  was  the  whiteft  and  ftrongeft,  it  might  be 
of  great  fervice  to  our  cotton  and  fine  linen  manufactures  : 
and  were  the  fociety  to  require  a  certificate  from  the  owner, 
or  mafter  of  the  yarn,  with  every  fample  that  was  produced, 
of  the  length  of  time  it  had  been  in  bleaching,  and  the  price 
given  for  that  work ;  they  would  then  have  before  them 
the  various  manners  of  working,  and  the  prices,  and  might 
afterwards  judge  as  they  thought  proper. 

But  it  is  not  for  me  to  direCf  fo  honourable  a  fociety ; 
they  ftand  in  no  need  of  my  advice:  I  only  offer  a  few 
hints,  being  my  thoughts  upon  an  article  which  would  be 
both  ufeful  and  entertaining  to  many  of  your  readers,  and 
particularly  to 

Manchefter,  Your  humble  fervant, 

Feb.  14,  1764.  An  intended  Reader. 
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To  the  Editors  of  the  Museum  Rustic um. 
Gentlemen, 

SINCE  the  firft  Number  of  your  Mufeum  fell  into  my 
hands,  which  was  foon  after  its  publication,  I  have 
been  a  conftant  reader  of  them  all,  and  cannot  help  think-  ' 
ing  them  the  moft  ufeful  undertaking  of  any  thing  we 
have  in  the  Englifh  language ;  for  you  have  mixt  the  uti/e 
duke  moft  delightfully  together*  ’Tis  a  work  that  has  been 
long  wifhed  for  by  thofe  who  are  real  friends  to  agriculture, 
and  a  country  life,  who  are  not  afhamed  to  drop  old  opi¬ 
nions  (however  they  may  be  fandified  by  antiquity)  to  take 
up  others  of  a  more  modern  date,  that  may  tend  to  more 
cafe  and  benefit.  This,  I  prefume.  Gentlemen,  is  the 
plan  of  your  laudable  Mufeum, 

I  fhould  have  turned  your  correfpondent  much  fooner, 
if  you  chink  me  worthy  one  now;  but  was  unwilling  to 
declare  my  mind  before  I  faw  a  few  more  Numbers :  the 
more  I  read,  the  more  I  liked,  which  was  not  common 
with  me  in  regard  to  other  periodical  publications ;  for, 
whether  it  be  owing  to  a  want  of  learning,  good  fenfe,  or 
tafte,  I  have  never  entered  upon  the  taking  a  periodical 
paper  for  thefe  ten  years  laft  paft,  but  I  heartily  repented 
of  it;  your  Mufeum^  indeed,  makes  great  amends  for  the 
time  we  have  loft  in  reading  others ;  for  however  fair  and 
good  they  promifed  at  firft  going  off,  they  fliamefully 
jaded  and  tired  before  half  the  journey  was  completed. 

As  perfection  is  not,  nor  can  be  the  gift  of  mati,  how¬ 
ever  fome  may  lay  claim  to  a  fullnefs  of  it,  I  muft  be  fo 
free  with  you.  Gentlemen,  as  to  think  your  Mufeum  wants 
fomething  to  be  amended  in  it,  to  be  of  more  general  utility 
and  fatisfaClion.  I  always  thought  that  it  was  from  errors 
all  our  excellence  proceeded  ;  and,  give  me  leave  to  point 
out  to  you  the  chief,  and  only  one  of  confequence  in  your 
work :  it  cannot,  indeed,  be  called  your’s,  fo  much  as  your 

correfpondents  5 
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fpondents;  but  it  certainly  belongs  to  you  to  redlify  it : 
it  is  this  ;  however  well  we  may  explain  our  thoughts  upon 
paper,  to  our  own  fatisr'adion,  we  cannot  always  be  fure 
they  will  be  conftrued  In  the  fame  light  by  all  thofe  into 
whole  hands  your  Mufemn  may  fall ;  efpecially  if  there  be 
the  leaft  room  for  a  doubt,  or  a  wrong  conflrudfion.  For 
inftance,  the  words  difcretion  and  ivell-timed  are  made  ufe 
of  by  fome  of  your  correfpondents :  there  are  various  de¬ 
grees  of  the  firft  word,  and  who  can  fo  well  hit  on  the  me¬ 
dium,  as  thofe  who  have  tried  the  moft?  Difcretion  may 
make  the  moft  fenfible  man  adf  either  under  or  over,  with¬ 
out  long  pradVice  ;  and  as  for  the  meaning  of  the  word  welU 
timed^  it  is  to  be  acquired  only  by  experience,  fo  that  a 
beginner  is  entirely  to  feek^, 

^  Your 

*  We  thank  this  very  fenlible  correfpondent  for  the  favour 
of  his  letter,  and  hope  often  to  hear  from  him,  as  we  cannot 
but  think  him  capable  of  furniflring  our  collection  with  fome 
obfervations  of  real  value.  We  mull  not  omit  acknowledging 
the  pfoper  fenfe  we  have  of  the  many  praifes  this  gentleman  is 
pleafed'  to  bellow  on  the  Mufeum  Rujiicum  :  if  any  merit  is  our 
due,  it  mull  arife  from  the  delire  we  have  to  do  good  to  our 
country.  As  to  what  our  correfpondent  mentions  with  refpeCl 
to  our  explaining,  in  the  notes,  the  obfcure  or  indefinite  terms 
and  expreffions 'which  may  occur  in  the  pieces  fent  us,  we  can 
alTure  him  that  fuch  v/as  our  original  intention,  as  we  thought 
principles  intended  to  govern  praClice  could  not  be  laid  down 
in  too  plain  a  manner :  we  have  often  done  it  in  the  courfe  of 
the  firft  volume  ;  but  many  difficulties  were  to  be  encountered, 
and  what  may  feem  ftrangc;  yet  is  no  lefs  true,  is,  that  fome 
gentlemen  have  taken  offence  at  our  attempting  to  explain  any 
paffages  in  their  letters,  or  feeming  to  difpute  what  was  merely 
matter  of  opinion.  This  it  is  has  occafioned  our  not  having 
been,  at  all  times,  fo  explicit  as  we  at  firft  intended  ;  and  to 
this  muft  be  attributed  any  feeming  omiffions  on  cur  part.  But 
our  ingenious  correfpondent  muft  refleCl  that  the  words  difcre- 
•tion  and  nvell-thned  may  often  with  propriety,  even  in  a  work 
of  this  nature,  be  ufed.  It  is  our  defire,  that  fuch  gentlemen  as 
favour  us  with  their  thoughts  Ihould  avoid  obfcurity  ;  yet  were 
they  to  enter  into  too  minute  details,  their  pieces  would,  in 
general,  appear  fo  tedioully  long  to  the  intelligent  reader,  that 
we  could  not,  confiftentiy  with  our  plan,  give  them  a  place  in 
this  colleClion,  as  they  would  be  a  means  of  precluding  that 

Yol.  II.  7.  E  vajiety 
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Your  work  feems  to  me  to  be  for  a  general  ufe,  but 
more  fo  for  the  farmers  than  any  other  fet  of  men :  we  can¬ 
not  think  that  every  farmer,  who  rents  one  or  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  is  acquainted  with  Greek,  or  Latin  ;  or  that 
they  are  a  clafs  of  men  of  the  quickeft  underftanding  and 
thought :  in  general  they  are  otherwife,  though  ftiil  men  of 
good  fenfeat  the  bottom  ;  therefore  require  everything  to  be 
laid  before  them  in  the  plained  and  eafiefi:  manner,  fo  that 
they  may  have  no  room  to  doubt,  or  perplex  themfelves 
with  errors. 

This,  Gentlemen,  I  think,  ftiould  be  your  talk,  in  your 
notes  and  remarks  upon  each  letter ;  for,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  little  confequence  to  your 
plan,  as  it  may  prevent  many  midakes,  and  failures  of 
fome  material  trials. 

If  you  think  what  I  have  faid  worth  your  notice,  pleafe 
to  give  it  a  place  in  your  Mujeum\  if  not,  you  fhall  not 
hinder  me  fubferibing  myfelf 

A  friend,  and  a  lover  of  your  undertaking, 

Ifle  of  Ely,  G. 

March  3,  1764. 

variety  which,  in  a  great  meafure,  conftitutes  the  utility  of  the 
Mufeum  Rujiicum,  It  is  true,  fome  young  beginners  may  be  at 
fil'd  a  little  at  a  lofs ;  yet,  we  flatter  ourfelyes,  this  can  be  no 
great  inconvenience,  as  we  are  apt  to  think  that  few  palTages 
occur  in  this  work,  but  what  may  eafily  be  explained  to  them 
by  more  than  one  perfon  in  every  parifh  in  the  kingdom.  It 
is  impoflible  to  lay  down  maxims  fo  much  at  length  as  to  be 
intelligible  to  every  capacity ;  but  we  fliall  take  care,  when  any 
real  difficulty  occurs,  to  explain  it ;  and  if  at  any  time  we  fail 
doing  it,  our  candid  readers  mud  conclude  that  fuch  omiflion 
is  only  occafloned  by  our  apprehenfion  of  difobliging  a  cor- 
refpondent.  We  have  often  declared  that  we  think  ourfelVes, 
by  no  means  anfwerable  for  the  opinions  advanced  by  fuch 
gentlemen  as  favour  us  with  their  pieces :  we  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
peat  it  in  this  place;  and  to  add,  that  as  by  the  plan  of  this 
work,  it  mud  necedarily  be  open  to  all  proper  and  ufeful  com¬ 
munications,  a  candid  refutation  of  what  is  only  matter  of  fpe- 
culation,  or  opinion,  will  always  be  readily  admitted. 

N  U  M- 
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A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  refpecting  the  Treafures  found  tn 

the  Bojoni  of  the  Earth, 


Gentlemen, 

Yesterday  I  happened,  for  the  firft  time,  to  meet 
with  your  four  Numbers  of  the  Mufeum  Rujiicum 
€t  Commerctale,  I  carefully  perufed  everyone  of  them,  and 
in  a  minute-book,  which  I  keep,  digefted  thofe  things 
which  I  thought  moft  worthy  of  notice. 

I  rejoice'  to  fee  fo  laudable  a  performance  carried  on 
with  fpirit,  and  enccuraged  by  able  and  experienced  cor- 
refpondents,  and  can  afTure  you,  from  my  own  knowledge, 
that  it  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  this  country. 

In  No.  Ill,  (page  170.)  of  your  work  1  find  a  letter, 
figned  A  Londoner^  by  which  I  apprehend,  that  the  gentle¬ 
man  has  a  little  eftate,  (perhaps  in  Middlefex  orKentJ 
where  he  flatters  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  finding  a  coal¬ 
mine,  a  thing  much  to  be  defired  in  that  part  of  the 
country. 

As  to  his  taking  a  journey  into  the  north,  wdth  an  in¬ 
tention ,  of  learning  fomething  from  the  converfe  of  the 
viewers,  and  of  examining  the  nature  of  the  foil,  Hones, 
^c,  I  don’t  at  all  wonder  that  he  fhonld  return  unfatisfied, 
for  very  few  people  choofe  to  communicate  the  fecrets  of 
an  art  which  they  have  laboured  indefatigably,  for  twenty 
or  thirty  years,  to  obtain.  I  entirely  agree  with  him, 
that  the  perfon  he  employed  was  not  fuffidently  commu¬ 
nicative,  though  his  faying  that  he  was  fure  coal  was  in 
the  eftate  was  faying  very  much  ;  and,  by  the  hints  given 
in  the  letter,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  was  a  perfon 
not  contemptible  for  his  knowledge  in  mineralogy. 

I  have  myfelf  had  a  long  experience  in  thefe"'matters,  and 
have  fcarcely  ever  been  out  in  my  judgment;  therefore,  if 
any  of  the  fouthern  gentlemen  choofe  to  employ  me,  TH 
let  them  know  the  conditions  upon  which  I  can  make 

E  2  experiment. 
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experiment,  on  their  fending  you  a  letter  to  forward  to 
rne  according  to  the  inclofed  diredlion. 

M'is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  gentlemen  are  not  more 
curious  in  refearches  of  this  kind,  when  it  has  fo  often 
happened,  that  within  the  compafs  of  one  acre  (beneath  the 
furface)  a  gentleman  has  more  riches  than  in  a  thoufand 
acres  above  ground. 

I  have  known  more  than  once,  that  from  one  Tingle  acre 
above  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  clear  profit,  has  been 
got,  and  this  mine  perhaps  difcovered  by  mere  accident : 
but  who  would  depend  upon  chance,  when  they  may  have 
their  grounds  tried  by.  me  to  a  confiderable  depth,  for  fo 
fmall  a  fum  as  fixty  or  feventy  pounds  ? 

I  would  humbly  recommend  to  the  foclety’s  confidera- 
tion,  the  encouraging  refearches  in  the  fubterraneous  king¬ 
dom  of  minerals  and  foffils ;  for  thefe  open  a  fpacious  held  for 
the  improvement  of  trade  and  commerce,  even  from  gold 
to  the  verv  dirt  which  we  tread  beneath  our  feet. 

j  * 

We  need  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  an  example.  The  Hol¬ 
landers,  in  their  manufadtures  of  Delft  ware,  have  fhewn 
iis  what  a  valuable  branch  of  trade  the  pottery  is.  The 
Drefdeners  and  Chinefe  in  the  works  of  porcelain  do  the 
like.  Thus  w^e  often  import  a  great  many  expenfive  things 
(which  are  dug  out  of  the  earth)  from  foreigners,  only  for 
''the  fake  of  faving  ourfelves  the  trouble  of  fearching  for  the 
fame  at  home. 

ft 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  trouble  of  this  letter^  from 
an  intended  correfpondent.  I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf 
Tyne,  Northumberland,  S.  T. 

feb,  4,  1764. 


*  Our  correfpondent  will,  we  dare  fay,  excufe  oar  omitting 
the  '  wijlon  inferted  in  his  letter,  as  our  reafons  for  fo  doing 
cannot  but  be  apparent  to  him.  We  fhould  be  glad  to  hear 
from  him  on  fome  future  occafion.  E. 


N  U  M- 
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Further  Ohfervations  on  Mowing  of  Wheats  In  a  Letter  from 
the  Rev.  Mr*  Comber  to  the  Editors, 

Gentlemen, 

I  PROCEED  to  give  you  my  remaining  ohfervations  on 
mowing  of  wheat*. 

Your  correfpondents  on  this  fubjedi,  and  yourfelves,  feem 
to  apprehend,  that  the  main  obflacles  to  the  reception  of  this 
pradlice  will  be,  firft,  the  inveterate  cuftom  of  fliearing  it  3 
and,  fecondly,  the  apparent  difficulty  of  gathering  the  corn 
when  mown  towards  that  which  hands. 

But  I  can  give  them  and  you  pretty  good  affiirance,  that 
thefe  obftacles  are  not  fo  confiderable  In  reality.^  as  they 
appear ;  for,  though  it  muft  be  acknowledged  by  every 
attentive  obferver,  that  farmers  in  general  are  an  obftinate 
race  of  men,  (a  fadl  which  is  no  wife  wonderful,  when 
the  narownefs  of  their  education,  the  danger  of  ruin  to 
many  of  them  by  new  experiments,  b'c.  are  confidered) 
yet  it  muft  be  equally  acknowledged,  that  our  Englijh 
farmers  have  much  more  reludfance  to  imitate  the  exam¬ 
ples  of  foreigners^  and  efpecially  Frenchmen^  than  their 
countrymen. 

If  then  mowing  of  wheat  be  upon  the  whole  an  eligible 
pradfice,  our  farmers  will  be  much  more  eafily  brought  to 
it,  by  fhewing  them  that  it  is  followed  with  fuccefs 
among  a  confiderable  body  of  their  EngllJIo  brethren,  than 
by  direding  their  attention  to  M.  de  Ulfe.,  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Halnault  Brabant  ^  \  and  then,  if  any 

real 


*  See  Volume  I.  Number  Cl.  page  437. 

■f  Our  correfpondent’s  argument  is  certainly  well  founded, 
for  which  reafon  it  will  be  expedient  for  the  fociety  to 
procure  fome  mowers  from  the  wolds  in  Yorkfhire,  that  a 
fair  trial  may  be  made  of  the  Engliffi  and  foreign  ways  of 
mowing  wheat.  R. 
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real  advantage  be  found  in  the  peculiar  manner  of  thefe 
foreigners^  above  that  of  Englijhmen^  it  may  eahly  be  adopted. 

In  my  former  letter  I  juft  obferved,  that  all  the  corn^ 
which  grows  on  that  vaft  trad!  called  the  Wolds^  betwixt 
Mahon  and  Beverley^  &c.  is  mown ;  the  quantity  there 
being  fo  great,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  ^find  hands 
fufiicient  to  fear  it. 

And  in  all  the  tradi  of  corn  country  around  me,  though 
we  rarely  mow  wheat  or  rye,  and  never  except  when  it  is 
a  thin  crop,  j^et  we  alraoft  univerfally  mow  our  barley 
and  oats. 

As  to  the  obftacle  which  feems  to  arife  from  the  mowing 
towards  the  ftanding  corn,  I  can  alfo  inform  you.  Gentle¬ 
men,  that  both  on  the  Wolds,  and  in  this  woodland  country, 
this^  method  of  mowing  is  pradlifed  with  fuccefs. 

That  fenfible  gentleman  farmer,  whom  I  mentioned  in 
my  former  leiter,  informs  me,  that  it  is  (fo  far  as  his 
knowledge  extends)  univerfally  the  pradfice  to  mow  to¬ 
wards  the  ftanding  corn,  when  the  farmer  intends  imme¬ 
diately  to  fheaf  his  crop;  and  as  univerfally,  to  mow  the 
contrary  way,  when  he  propofes  to  let  his  crop  lie  in  fwathe 
fome  time. 

The  reafon  of  thefe  oppofite  methods  is  very  obvious 
and  fatisfadfory,  viz.  when  the  crop  is  fully  ripe  and  clear 
of  weeds,  ’tis  proper  to  mow  inwards,  and  ftieaf  it  imme¬ 
diately  ;  but  when  it  is  full  of  weeds  or  grafs,  it  muft  have 
time  to  die;  and  the  opener  it  lies,  the  better ;  at  leaft, 
if  the  weather  be  good. 

The  above-mentioned  gentleman  farmer  is  of  opinion, 
that  when  all  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of  the  two 
methods  of  reaping,  viz,  by  the  fcythe  and  the  fickle, 
are  well  conftdered,  the  latter  is  the  neater  and  -preferable^ 
provided  that  work-people  can  be  got  at  reafonable  rates. 

I  muft  now,  Gentlemen,  obferve  to  you,  that,  though 
it  feems  fcarce  poftible  to  gather  the  crop  fo  neatly  after 

the 

The  method  of  mowing  wheat  in  Yorklhire  greatly  re- 
fembles  that  recommended  by  Monf.  de  L’lfte,  fo  that  it  will  be 
very  eafy  to  judge  of  the  comparative  merit  of  the  two  fcythes 
ufed  in  thofe  methods.  E, 
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the  mowers  as  the  fiearers^  yet  in  all  this  country  we  have 
an  inftrument  of  repairing  this  comparative  lofs  in  the  me¬ 
thods,  which,  as  neither  your  correfpondents  nor  felves 
mention,  I  (hall  here  take  notice  of,  though  it  is  well 
known.  This  is  the  fwathe-rake  *  ;  a  rake  about  two  yards 
long,  with  iron  teeth,  and  a  beam  in  the  middle,  to  which 
a  man  fixes  himfelf  with  a  belt  5  and  when  he  has  gathered 
as  much  as  his  rake  can  hold,  he  raifes  it,  and  begins  again. 
The  rakings,  thus  drawn  into  fwathes  acrofs  the  lands, 
lie  till  they  are  fomewhat  dry,  and  then  are  heaped  and  led 
home.  By  this  means  very  little  of  the  corn  is  loft  by  mow¬ 
ing,  unlefs  the  weather  prove  bad,  and  it  be  trodden  into 
the  ground.  I  muft  further  obferve,  that  when  we  mow 
corn,  and  efpecially  wheat,  the  gleaners  f  are  not  permitted 
to  come  into  the  ground,  before  the  fwathe-rake  has  pafied, 
and  the  rakings  are  heaped  and  led. 

It  remains  now,  Gentlemen,  to  be  enquired,  what  are 
the  comparative  advantages  of  the  methods  of  mowing  with 
the  Hainault  or  Brabant  or  Yorkshire  fey  the.  For  this  end 
it  feems  very  defirable,  that  the  fociety  ftiould  order  experi¬ 
ments  to  be  accurately  made  with  all  thefe  feythes,  and  care¬ 
fully  reported,  all  circumftances  being  as  nearly  the  fame 
as  poftible  in  all  of  them.  I  mean  that  the  foil,  ftrength, 
and  portion  of  the  corn,  (hould  be  ftri<ftly  regarded,  and  that 
the  foreign  and  domeftic  feythes  fliould  be  firft  managed  by 
perfons  beft  acquainted  with  their  ufe,  and  then  by  perfons 
equally  unacquainted  with  both  J. 

In 

*  This  inftrument  is  in  foine  countries  called  a  do'^ua-raks, 
and  is  ufed,  particularly  in  Eftex,  for  gathering  barley  after 
mowing. 

f  Gleaning  is  become  fuch  a  nuifance  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  people  make  fo  much  more  of  it,  that  is,  of  Jiealing 
under  pretence  of  gleaning,  that  they  prefer  it  to  working; 
hence  the  advance  of  work-people’s  wages.  I  am  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  that  one  perfon  in  this  laft  harveft  fold  eight  quarters 
of  barley  gleaned,  as  it  was  called  ;  and  I  was  told  yefterday, 
that  thefe  gleaners  will  ftone  the  owners  of  the  lands  off 
their  own  premifes.  Comb. 

t  The  greateft  part  of  thefe  experiments,  if  not  the  whole 
of  them,  will  certainly  be  made  next  harveft,  when  v/e  hope 
to  communicate  to  the  public  the  refult,  E. 


32  MUSEUM  RUSTICUM 

In  the  mean  time.  Gentlemen,  I  muft  confefs,  that  I 
cannot  fee  any  advantage  in  the  foreign  fcythes,  fuperior 
to  what  our  own  may  juftly  claim.  However,  I  am  ready 
to  allow,  that  advantages  may  attend  the  praSiice^  which 
cannot  be  perceived  in  the  theory, 

I  would  add  a  circumftance  or  two,  which  feem  much 
more  favourable  to  ihc  Englijh  than  foreign  metho'd. 

I  ft.  Our  gatherers  ufe  a  rake,  which  from  this  ufe  derives 
its  name,  and  appears  a  much  properer  inftrument  to  colleil 
the  cutten  corn,  than  that  inftrument  which  the  foreigners 
ufe  inftead  of  it,  as  reprefented  in  your  plate. 

2dly,  Inftead  of  the  double  h(m3  or  hoot,^  annexed  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  foreign  fhaft,  our  mowers  ufe  one  longer 
bow  or  boot,  of  hafle,  willow,  b’r.  bound  to  the  fhaft,  with 
two  or  three  pieces  of  inkle,  which  both  make  the  bow 
firmer,  and  a  more  fecure  bed  to  fave  the  cutten  corn  from 
falling  through. 

3dly,  The  ufing  two  handles  at  a  moderate  diftance  from 
each  other,  as  in  our  grafs- fcythes,  feems  a  much  moie 
convenient  pofition  of  the  hands,  and  confequently  the  body, 
than  the  foreign  method  allows. 

Let  me  add,  4thly,  That  the  fixing  of  the jlrlckle  or  wheU 
flone  at  the  extremity  of  our  fhafts  gives  a  very  advantageous 
balance  to  the  whole  machine  \  whereas  (according  to  the 
obfervation  of  that  fenfible  gentleman  farmer  above  men¬ 
tioned)  in  your  plate  appears  no  place  marked  for  this 
ftrickle,  without  which,  eftential  to  every  mower  of  grafs, 
the  mower  of  corn  can  ftill  lefs  proceed. 

I  muft  add,  That  in  all  cafes,  where  no  good  reafons 
can  be  given  for  a  change,  there  is  a  good  reafon  for 
“  makine:  none  ;  vi%,  the  inconveniences  which  attend  all 

O'. 

“  changes,  from  the  prejudices  and  ignorance  of  the  per- 
fons  concerned.’* 

This  excellent  axiom  holds  good  full  as  much  (if  not 
more)  in  mechanics  as  in  divinity  and  politics  ;  for,  as 
much  depends  upon  expertnefs,  and  this  is  very  gradually 
obtained,  the  advantages  even  of  a  better  machine  may  be 
greatly  overbalanced  by  the  inexpertnefs  of  him  who  ufes  it. 
If  therefore  iht  foreign  fcythes  be  proved  equally  good  with 

our 
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our  Errglijhy  though  they  may  be  reafonably  recommended 
to  thofe  who  yet  ufe  neither,  they  cannot  with  equal  reafon 
be  recommended  as  fubftitutes  to  our  Torkjhire  ones 

I  have  now.  Gentlemen,  finifhed  all  my  obfervations  on 
this  fubje61:,  except  fome  cautions  neceffary  to  be  marked, 
with  re/pe6i;  to  the  gatherers  in  either  method  of  mowing  of 
wheat,  or  any  other  corn  ;  but  thefe,  with  fome  remarks  on 
the  prices  of  work-people’s  wages  in  the  different  methods 
of  reaping,  (wz.  {hearing  and  mowing)  as  connected  in  fome 
meafure  with  this  fubje6f,  I  referve  for  a  future  letter  from. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Thomas  Comber,  Junior m 
Eaff-Newton,  near  Malton,  ; 

Jan.  20,  1764. 


NUMBER  IX. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  the  Advantages  of  mowing  JVheaty 
and  on  a  Method  of  flacking  Corn  in  the  Field,  fo  as  to 
preferve  it  from  being  damaged  by  Rain, 

Gentlemen, 

ON  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  almoff  all  over  Flanders, 
and  lately  in  France,  they  mow  their  wheat  with  a 
fcythe,  inffead  of  reaping  it  with  a  fickle,  becaufe  it  is  better 
and  more  eafily  performed,  and  at  much  lefs  expence.  A. 
good  reaper  in  France  will  cut  fix  tenths  of  an  Engiifli  acre 
in  a  day  ;  a  good  mower  will  cut  an  Englifh  acre  and  a  half 
in  a  day. 

The  reaper  leaves  ffubble  fix  or  eight  inches  high;  the 
mower  leaves  his  ftubble  but  two  inches  high,  by  which  he 
gains  more  ftraw. 

In  France,  to  reap  112  acres  of  wheat,  Englifh  meafure, 
with  a  fickle,  they  commonly  allow  10  men  20.  days;  that 
VoL  il.  N^.  7.  '  F  is, 

*  It  is  not  Intended  to  recommend  the  foreign  fcythes  to  fuch 
as  non.<o  mow  their  wheat,  unlefs  they  fliould  prove  much  fupe- 
rior  to  thofe  they  ufe.  R. 
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is,  200  days  to  one  man.  To  cut  the  fame  quantity  of  acres 
of  wheat  with  a  fcythe,  they  allow  7  mowers  and  7  binders 
.10  days,  equal  to  140  days  of  one  man,  by  which  they  fave 
60  days  work. 

.  Befides  that  the  binders  have  lefs  wages  than  the  mowers 
and  reapers  ;  for  the  binders  are  children  of  12  or  15  years 
of  age,  old  women,  and  men  not  able  to  {land  hard  w'ork: 
the  mower  therefore  does  three  fifths  more  than  the  reaper. 

The  different  poftures  of  the  mower  and  reaper  are  to 
be  attended  to.  That  of  the  former  is  much  the  eafier,  and 
his  hands  are  not  fo  much  expofed  to  thiftles,  nettles,  &c. 
and  when  wheat  is  mowed,  the  corn  fheds  lefs. 

And  as  the  mower  can  difpatch  his  bufinefs  in  fo  much 
lefs  time,  that  method  is  more  peculiarly  ferviceable  in 
an  uncertain  and  catching  feafon. 

’Tis  to  be  obferved,  the  mower  of  oats  has  always  the 
{landing  corn  on  his  right  hand,  and  the  corn  cut  on  his 
left;  on  the  contrary,  the  mower  of  wheat  has  the  {landing 
corn  always  on  his  left,  and  the  corn  cut  on  his  right. 

The  mowing  wheat  is  more  particularly  ufeful  where  the 
ground  does  not  lie  fiat,  but  is  railed  in  ridges  or  lands,  as 
is  generally  the  cuflom  in  Northamptonfhire;  and  alfo  in 
rainy  {eafons,  for  the  ear  will  not  be  fo  apt  to  fhoot. 

The  ftraw  indeed,  as  being  in  a  greater  quantity,  is  more 
difficult  to  threfh ;  but  then  the  additional  ftraw  Efficiently 
pays  for  that  labour. 

And  after  the  wheat  is  mowed,  the  grafs  fooner  grows  up 
again,  and  the  ftubble  does  not  prick  the  noftrils  of  the 
cattle,  as  it  does  when  it  is  reaped. 

’Tis  true,  the  fcythes  ufed  are  of  a  different  form  from 
thofe  commonly  ufed  in  England  ;  the  blade  of  every  one  of 
them  is  fix  inches  fhorter  than  that  of  the  Englifh  fcythe. 

The  Brabant  fcythe  refts  on  the  infide  of  the  fhoulder ; 
the  Flainault,  on  the  lower  joint  of  the  arm,  and  fometimes 
on  the  thigh ;  ’trs  the  moft  like  the  fickle  of  any.  The 
French  is  a  direct  cradle- fcythe,  only  the  handle  is  quite 
ftrait. 
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Thefe  three  fcythes  are  depofited  in  the  machine-room 
at  the  houfe  of  the  fociety  for  promoting  arts,  in  the  Strand, 
London,  where  they  may  be  feen;  and  a  trial  was  made 
of  them  laft  harveft,  in  Northamptonfhire,  when  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  them,  particularly  that  ufed  in  Hainault,  were 
evidently  proved. 

Now  when  the  crop  is  cut,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  fhew 
how  it  is  {lacked,  to  preferve  it  from  the  wet,  in  which 
fituation  it  may  remain  in  the  field  fix  weeks,  or  two 
months,  without  any  danger  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather. 

They  fet  one  (heaf  upright  with  the  ears  uppermoft  ;  and 
round  that  they  place  a  circle  of  many  other  {heaves,  with 
the  ears  uppermoft,  inclining  on  the  iirft  {lieaf ;  and  when 
fo  placed,  they  look  like  the  figure  of  an  extinguifher. 

Then  they  lay  an  horizontal  circle  of  {heaves,  with  all 
the  ears  in  the  centre,  and  they  cover  thofe  ears  in  the 
middle  with  a  loofe  {heaf  or  two. 

Thus  placed,  they  are  protected  from  all  wet,  and  may 
remain  in  the  field  fix  weeks,  or  two  months,  as  fafe  as  they 
would,  be  in  a  barn  ;  and  this  method  of  flacking  has  been 
adopted  in  ^uflex,  Surry,  Kent,  and  many  other  fouthern 
counties,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  farmers  and  the  public. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Y.  Z. 

N.  B.  The  French  arpent,  or  acre,  according  to  Mr. 
Greaves’s  calculation,  confifts  of  too  perches  of  22  feeiceach, 
making  in  all  48,400  fquare  French  feet,  and  is  equal  to 
51,691  Englifh  fquare  feet,  or  r  acre,  29  poles,  spaces, 

I  yard  and  2  fquare  feet  and  a  half,  that  is  to  fay,  to  very 
near  an  acre  and  3  quarters  of  a  rood,  Englifh  meafure.  The 
French  meafure  is,  according  to  this  proportion,  reduced, 
in  the  account  above,  to  the  Englifh  meafure. 

>  I 
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NUMBER  X. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  Cyder- Fruit  and  making  Cyder^ 
from  a  Herefordfhire  Planter, 

Gent  lemen, 

My  purpofe  is  to  employ,  profitably  I  hope,  a  few 
hours  in  giving  you  the  refult  of  many  years  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  affair  of  cyder. 

I  leave  it  to  the  vale- country  farmers  to  write  on  the 
beft  method  of  cultivating  wheat :  the  Kentifh  men  know 
moft  with  regard  to  what  relates  to  hops  :  and  as  to  what 
relates  to  barley,  malt,  the  Berkfhire  and  Hertfordfhire 
farmers  will,  I  fuppofe,  of  courfe  be  your  correfpondents  ; 
fome  of  them,  I  fee,  already  are  fo. 

I  have  chofen  cyder  for  my  fubjeiSf,  which  fome  of  your 
readers  will,  perhaps,  fay  can  be  of  very  little  ufe,  as,  fince 
the  tax  laid  on  this  liquor  has  taken  place,  it  is  not  worth  a 
farmer’s  while  to  make  it.  But  I  ftill  have  my  reafon  for 
chufing  this  fubjed  :  I  am  apt  to  think,  it  is  true,  that  a 
great  deal  lefs  cyder  will  be  made  on  account  of  this  tax  ; 
therefore  I  fuppofe,  that  when  the  legiflature  finds  the 
amount  of  the  duty  or  excife  not  to  pay  the  charge  of  col¬ 
lecting  it,  they  will  of  courfe  caufe  the  aCl  to  be  repealed, 
and  we  fhall  then  make  cyder  again  as  heretofore.  I  fhould, 
indeed,  have  faid  our  fons  will  make  it,  for  it  will  fcarcely 
happen  in  our  time,  at  leaft  in  mine,  as  I  am  already  an 
old  man. 

Since  this  is  the  cafe,  f  fay,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  re- 
gifter  a  few  maxims,  for  the  ufe  of  our  pofterity,  who,  if 
we  leave  off  making  cyder,  cannot  have  the  benefit  of  ex- 
,perience  5  and  oral  tradition  v/ill  be,  at  beft,  but  imper- 
fe^l:. 

Thefe^ 
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Thefe,  then,  are  the  motives  which  induce  me  to  write 
at  this  time  on  this  rubje6l ;  and  without  farther  ceremony, 
with  your  good  leave,  I  fhall  proceed  in  what  I  have  to 

The  worfe  the  apple  is  for  the  table,  the  better  it  is,  in 
general,  efteemed  for  cyder,  fuch  as  grow  all  over  this 
county,  and  are,  in  a  manner,  wild,  harfh,  and  crabbed 
to  the  tafte.  Thefe  go  under  various  names,  as  the  red'- 
Jlreak^  the  white  and  green  mujis^  the  gennet-moyl^  the 
Ji Q eking- apple y  the  Jummer  and  winter  fillets^  Sic,  Sic,  of 
all  which  I  prefer  the  firft,  provided  it  is  a  good  fort,  which 
is  not  always  the  cafe,  particularly  in  fome  parts  of 
IVorceJler  and  Glmcejierjhire^  where  they  grow  in  great 
plenty. 

I  have  long  laid  down  from  experience,  the  befl:  miftrefs, 
that,  firft,  the  more  red  an  apple  has  in  its  rind,  the  fitter 
it  is  for  cyder  ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  it  is  at  all  fit ;  for  I  have 
feen  an  apple  of  very  deep  red,  by  fome  called  fopfy-wine^ 
quafi  fopped  in  wine,  which  was  worth  nothing  in  this  in¬ 
tention. 

Secondly,  That  the  paler  the  rind,  the  worfe  the  juice. 

Thirdly,  I  have  found  it  a  maxim  in  general  true,  that  a 
fweet  apple  with  a  tough  rind  will  always  yield  a  good  vi¬ 
nous  liquor. 

Fourthly,  The  more  yellow  the  flefh  of  the  fruit,  the  bet¬ 
ter  and  finer  coloured  will  the  cyder  be. 

Thefe  few  maxims,  not  too  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to,  have 
been  of  great  fervice  to  me  in  life  ;  for  though  I  have  a  high 
opinion  of  them,  I  do  not  abfolutely  rely  on  them. — There 
is  no  rule  fo  general  but  an  exception  may  be  made  to  it ; 
but  a  man  of  reflexion,  with  a  few  well-founded  rules, 
will  feldom  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  a6l:  in  this,  or  in  any  other 
cafe. 

I  feldom  fufFer  my  apples  to  be  gathered  till  they  begin  of 
themfelves  to  drop  from  the  trees:  nature  then  tells  me 
thty  have,  for  the  moft  part,  acquired  a  proper  degree  of 
maturity. 


Great 
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Great  care  is  taken  in  the  gathering  of  them,  for  fear  they^ 
fhould  be  bruifed  in  the  operation  ;  and  this  I  have  alvv^ays. 
found  a  very  necefTary  precaution. 

As  they  are  gathered  I  have  them  forted,  according  to  the 
feveral  degrees  of  ripenefs  they  are  of,  making,  in  general, 
three  forts,  which  a  little  experience  eafily  teaches  to  fepa- 
rate  properly,  the  difference  being  apparent  enough  at  firfl 
fight. 

As  faft  as  they  are  gathered  and  forted  they  are  carried  un¬ 
der  a  fhed  prepared  for  the  purpofe,  and  laid  in  large  heaps 
to  meliorate  :  this  pradlice  I  cannot  enough  recommend,  as 
being  of  great  fervice  to  the  liquor,  improving  its  quality, 
and  making  it  keep,  without  comparifon,  better  ^  and  all 
this  is  caufed  by  a  little  fweating  in  the  heap. 

Yet,  good  as  this  pradfice  may  be,  fome  avaricious  plant¬ 
ers  cannot  be  induced  to  adopt  it,  becaufe,  fay  they,  the 
apples  frefh  from  the  tree  will  yield  better  ;  as,  of  thefe  laft, 
about  twenty  bufhels  will  give  a hogfhead  of  cyder;  whereas, 
of  the  other  apples,  which  have  been  heaped,  it  will  take 
about  twenty-five  to  make  the  fame  quantity. 

I  fuffer  my  apples  to  lie  in  the  heap  a  longer  or  a  fhorter 
time,  according  to  the  nature  of  them,  fuch  as  are  harfh 
and  folid  requiring  to  lie  longer,  by  feveral  days,  than  thofe 
that  are  mellow  and  pulpy  ;  and  the  degree  of  rnaturity  the 
apples  had  attained  before  they  were  heaped,  makes  alfo  fome 
difference  in  this  refpe^t. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  I  divide  my  fruit  into  three 
feveral  forts,  according  to  the  flate  of  its  maturity  :  1  have 
now  to  add,  that  from  thefe  three  fortings  I  have  no  lefs 
than  fix  feveral  kinds  of  cyder,  each  different  from  the 
other  in  tafie,  flavour,  and  quality. 

As  faft  as  the  fruit  is  ground  (I  need  not,  I  think,  men¬ 
tion  that  I  ufe  the  ripcft  firft)  the  pulp  is  put  into  a  large 
vat  near  the  prefs  :  at  the  bottom  of  the  vat  is  a  tap,  through 
which  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  prime  vinous  juice 
will  run  without  any  prefiing,  induced  by  its  own  weight 
only  :  this  produces  my  heft  cyder ;  and  I  always  tun  it  up 
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by  itfelf :  the  pulp  is  afterwards  prefled  in  the  ufual  way. 
The  fame  procefs  is  ufed  in  all  the  three  fortings  of  apples  j 
by  which  means  1  get,  as  I  faid  before,  fix  forts  of  cyder. 

The  firfl:  runnings  from  the  vat  I  immediately  put  into 
the  veffels  in  which  it  is  to  remain  ;  -only,  if  it  happens,  by 
any  accident,  to  be  too  foul,  I  ftrain  it  firfl:.  I  allow  here 
but  a  fmall  vent-hole,  and  when  it  has  done  working  I  fill 
the  veflel  with  fome  of  the  fame  liquor  referved  for  that 
purpofe :  I  afterwards,  by  degrees,  clofe  the  vent  till  it  is 
finally  and  well  flopped. 

As  to  ihe  juice,  which  undergoes  the  adlion  of  the  prefs, 
I  put  this,  as  foon  as  it  is  run  off,  into  veffels,  where  I  fuffer  it 
to  remain  about  thirty  hours,  according  to  the  feafon,  till 
the  fcsces  are  precipitated,  or  fallen  to  the  bottom  ;  after 
which  I  draw  it  off,  and  tun  it  up  in  the  veffels  in  which  it 
is  to  remain,  with  the  precautions,  however,  above  men¬ 
tioned,  when  I  treated  of  the  firfl:  runnings. 

The  kind  of  veffels  I  ufe,  and  which  I  think  by  far  befl^ 
are  upright  hogfheads,  broader  at  the  upper  head  than  at  the 
bottom  y  and  I  often,  after  my  cyder  has  done  fermenting, 
cafl  two  or  three  handfuls  of  wheat  bran  into  each  veflel, 
which  ferves  to  thicken  the  head  or  cream  of  the  liquor,  and 
makes  it  keep  better, 

I  am  very  careful  with  refpedl  to  the  veffels  into  which  I 
put  my  cyder,  always  avoiding  new  ones,  if  poffiblc,  as 
they  give  the  liquor  a  twang,  or  bad  tafte,  and  hurt  its  colour  ; 
my  ufual  way  is,  to  feafon  all  my  new  calks,  that  I  poflibly 
can,  with  fmall  beer,  which  I  ufe  in  common  in  my  family, 
though  I  live  in  a  cyder  country  ;  and  if  I  have  not  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  doing  this,  I  fcald  them  with  water  in  which  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  apple-pulp  has  been  boiled. 

If  a  veffel  is  not  fweet,  it  may  eafily  be  cured,  unlefs  very 
bad  indeed,  by  putting  fome  unflaked  lime  into  it,  adding 
fome  cold  water,  flopping  it  clofe,  and  rolling  it  about  till 
the  noife  within  is  no  longer  heard. 

I  have  often  found  it  of  great  ufe  towards  enlivening  the 
liquor,  to  flice  about  a  dozen  fweet  apples  into  a  hogfhead  : 
I  am  aifo  inclined  to  think  it  makes  it  keep  better, 
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The  beft  cyder  I  ever  had  was  a  few  years  ago,  when  I 
put  in  each  hogfhead  about  three  quarts  of  good  wheat  firil 
boiled  and  hulled,  fo  as  to  have,  in  fome  meafure,  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  boiled  rice. 

When  I  am  obliged  to  put  any  cyder  into  a  cafk  I  fufpecSf, 
and  afterwards  difcover  it  has  given  the  liquor  a  bad  tafte, 
I  caufe  fome  muftard  feed  to  be  ground  in  a  quern  with 
fome  cyder :  this  mixture,  being  put  into  the  hogfhead,  is 
often  of  great  fervice,  and  reftores  it  to  its  original  good 
tafte. 

Cyder,  when  it  is  tunned,  is  very  apt  to  Iqfe  that  fine 
mild  fpirit  which  renders  it  fo  pleafant  and  brifk  a  liquor  j 
therefore  great  caution  is  to  be  ufed  with  refpe6l  to  the  vent. 
The  wild,  furious,  and  ungovernable  fpirit  fhould  be  fufFered 
to  efcape  ;  which  may  eafily  be  efFedled,  by  leaving  a  fmall 
vent  open  for  a  few  days ;  after  which  the  barrel  muft  be 
clofe  flopped,  for  if  it  gets  any  vent,  the  liquor  will  fland  a 
great  chance  of  being  entirely  fpoiled ;  on  the  contrary,  if 
well  bunged,  though  it  may  dead  and  flat  at  firfl,  it  will 
foon  recover  itfelf,  maturate,  and  be  fit  for  drinking.  This 
particular  part  of  the  management  of  cyder  is  critical,  and 
depends  greatly  on  the  temperature  of  the  air,  fo  that  it  is 
impoflible  to  give  any  abjolute  diredlions  about  it,  as  fome- 
thing  muft  ftill  be  left  to  be  learned  by  expeiience,  and  go¬ 
verned  by  difcretion, 

I  mult  give  one  particular  piece  of  advice  to  fuch  as  in¬ 
tend  making  cyder,  which  is,  that  they  diligently  watch 
the  alterations  in  it  upon  every  change  of  weather,  as  a  fmall 
negle61,  at  fuch  times,  is  often  fatal  to  many  hoglheads,  and 
the  danger  is  much  greater  in  fummer  than  in  winter. 
There  is  fcarcely  any  difeafe  incident  to  this  liquor,  but 
what  may  eafily  be  cured  by  a  timely  application :  if  it  is 
only  a  little  inclined  to  tartnefs,  wheat,  managed  as  above 
mentioned,  will  cure  it ;  and  the  fame  thing  is  alfo  very 
good  to  preferve  it,  when  it  is  drawn  out  of  one  calk  into 
another  :  the  quantity  when  the  liquor  is  tart  is  about  half 
a  peck  to  a  hogfhead  s  I  have  fometimes  even  put  a  quart 
more. 


This 
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This  fimple  remedy  will,  I  fay,  often  cure  the  tartnefs  I 
mentioned  5  but  fometimes,  when  it  is  very  thick  and  fouriih, 
it  may  be  neceffary  to  raife  a  new  fermentation j  to  purge  off 
the  impurities,  and  make  them  fubfide  :  this  may  be  foon 
done  by  bruifing  the  flefli  of  a  few  apples  to  a  pulp  with  foms 
of  the  liquor,  and  putting  the  whole  into  the  bung-hole  of  the 
vefl'el ;  this  will  raife  a  ferment,  and  cure  the  cyder  :  when 
that  is  over,  it  will  be  proper  to  draw  it  off  into  another 
cafk ;  and  it  will  alfo  be  a  very  ufeful  precaution,  to  put 
into  the  laft-mentioned  vefTel  about  a  quarter  of  a  peck  of 
wheat,  prepared  as  I  have  already  dire6led  :  this  will  give 
it  new  life  and  fpirits,  and  make  it  keep  better,  and  drink 
miach  pleafanter. 

I  have  fometimes  alfo  ufed  another  method  to  cure  tart 
cyder;  but  it  has  not  always  fucceeded  with  me ;  why,  I  can¬ 
not  fay,  as  fome  people,  who  live  not  many  miles  from  me^ 
have  great  dependence  on  it.  Something  may  depend  on  their 
foil  differing  from  mine,  though  this  may,  to  fome  of  your 
readers,  feem  to  have  a  very  remote  analogy  to  the  cafe  in 
hand.  The  remedy  isj  to  break  half  a  dozen  itew-laid  eggs, 
and  beat  them  up,  fhells  and  all,  till  they  are  brought  to  a 
frothy  oil :  this  is  put  into  the  bung-hole  of  a  hogfhead,  and, 
as  I  am  credibly  informed,  fometimes  proves  a  very  efficacious 
remedy  :  it  has  fucceeded  with  me,  but  not  fo  often  as  to 
induce  me  to  depend  much  upon  it ;  I  mention  it, 
however,  as  it  may  prove  of  more  efficacy  with  others 
than  it  has  with  me- 

An  induftrioas  planter  will,  by  the  conffancy  of  his  ob- 
fervations  and  remarks,  always  have  it  in  his  power  to  cure 
his  own  liquor  by  receipts  of  his  own  difcovering;  and  for 
this  purpofe  I  would  recommend,  that  he  be  continually 
making  experiments,  and  that  whatever  trials  he  makes,; 
be  in  various  modes  and  proportions;  for  the  remedy  that 
may  be  of  no  fervice  in  one  form,  may  poffibly  be  very 
efficacious  when  altered  with  judgment,  which  judgment 
can  only  be  acquired  by  experience  and  obfe.rvation. 

It  is  to  be  noticed,  that,  if  the  cyder  is  acid,  and  at  the 
fame  time  clear,  it  is  in  a  very  dangerous  ftate,  being  but 

VoL.  II.  y,  G  '  rarely 
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rarely  recovered  :  therefore,  in  general,  when  this  is  the  cafe, 

the  cure  is  fcarcely  worth  attempting. 

I  have  often  ufed  wheat  for  the  recovery  of  my  cyder  in 
other  forms,  fometimes  putting  about  half  a  peck,  unground, 
into  a  hogfhead  for  it  to  feed  on  ;  at  other  times  I  have 
made  dough  of  coarfe  meal  with  the  bran  in  it,  adding  fome 
leaven,  ufirg  no  fait,  and  putting  warm  cyder,  or  white 
wine,  inftead  of  water,  in  the  mixture :  this  dough  I  make 
into  lumps  about  as  large  as  my  fift,  and  thruft  them  into 
the  bung-hole  of  the  hogfhead,  the  quantity  being  about  half 
a  peck  of  the  meal  to  a  hogfhead. 

Many  mix  different  kinds  of  fpice  with  their  liquor, 
particularly  ginger,  which  they  think  of  great  fervice  ;  but 
I  never  ufe  it  now,  feldom  having  found  any  great  effedf 
rcfulting  from  it,  and  being  of  opinion  that  it  renders  the 
cyder  more  unwholfome  than  it  can  poflibly  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture  be ;  for,  though  the  ginger  may  not  make  any  very 
fenfible  alteration  in  the  immediate  tafte  of  the  liquor,  it 
muff,  I  think,  ftrongly  impregnate  it  with  its  fiery  particles, 
and  thereby  greatly  irritate  the  mafs  of  blood,  and  inflame 
the  lungs  of  fuch  as  drink  any  quantities  of  liquor  wherein 
it  has  been  infufed  :  others,  however,  may  differ  in  opinion 
from  me  :  I  know,  indeed,  many  that  do  fo  ;  therefore  I 
only  declare  my  opinion. 

There  is  one  cuftom,  much  pradifed  by  cyder- makers, 
which  I  cannot  help  detefling,  that  is,  putting  animal  flefh 
in  their  liquors:  fome  put  feveral  pounds  of  veal  into  a 
hogfhead  ;  others,  pd  k,  beef,  and  mutton ;  and  forry  I 
am  to  have  it  to  fay,  I  have  known  fome  put  horfe- flefh  to 
chufe,  thinking  it  preferable  to  the  flefh  of  any  other  ani¬ 
mal.  What  can  be  the  reafon  for  fuch  their  opinion,  I  am 
quite  at  a  lofs  to  learn,  being  fenfible,  that  there  is  a  very 
material  difference  betwixt  fpiritsextracSled  from  animal  fub- 
Ifances,  and  what  vegetables  yield. 

They  do  this,  I  believe,  by  prefeription,  thinking  that 
what  their  fathers  pratSfifed  cannot  be  wrong. 

I,  for  my  own  particular  part,  am  not  fo  infatuated  by 
prejudice  I  my  reafon  difapproves  of  the  practice,  therefore 
I  reje6f  it.  -  You 
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You  will,  I  hope,  gentlemen,  excufe  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  detached  fentiments,  on  a  particular  fubjed,  arc 
put  together  :  I  am  an  old  man,  and  therefore  do  not  love 
much  trouble  5  otherwife,  as  on  a  fecond  reading  I  did  not, 
myfelf,  approve  of  my  manner,  I  Ihould  have  clothed 
them  a- new.  .1  comfort  myfelf,  however,  with  the  reflec¬ 
tion,  that  your  readers  will  be  more  attentive  to  the  matter 
than  the  manner :  my  meaning  is  good,  and  that  is  all  the 
merit  I  prefume  to  arrogate  to  myfelf. 

With  a  perfect  approbation  of  the  many  valuable  pieces 
contained  in  your  collection,  I  (hall  now  conclude,  that  I 
am,  with  great  truth. 

Gentlemen, 

An  admirer,  reader,  and 

Hereford,  March  2,  1764.  purchafer  of  your  work. 

An  Old  Planter. 


NUMBER  XI. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  the  heji  Methods  of  planting  Wil¬ 
low  Trunchions^  faving  Lucern  Seedy  and  planting  Maga¬ 
dan  Beans  for  Horfe-Food. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Send  you  fomething  for  the  ALufeum  Rujlicum  \  firll:,  an 
infallible  and  fure  method  of  planting  willow-trunchions 
in  any  foil. 

I  have  but  little  ground,  and  therefore  make  many  expe¬ 
riments,  which,  if  I  have  leifure,  I  may  communicate  for 
your  valuable  colle£tion 

I  fet  twenty  willow-fets  (the  fwallow- tail'd  willow,  or 
white  willow)  trunchions.  Uxor  eight  feet  long;  floping 
fharp  at  the  bottom,  quite  round,  with  the  bark  off  above 

G  2  a  hand’s 

*  We  fliould  be  greatly  obliged  to  this  gentleman  for  the 
communication  of  his  experiments,  but  could  wifli  they  were 
given  more  at  large  than  thofe  now  fent.  B. 
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a  hand’s  breadth :  I  fet  them  in  round  holes,  digging  out 
with  the  fpade  two  feet  deep,  and  then  a  deep  hole  with  an 
iron  crow,  and  chopped  and  rammed  the  turf-  in  firft,  and 
then  rammed  the  loofc  mould  upon  that,  as  you  would  fet 
a  gate-poft  :  they  were  firft  foaked  three  weeks  in  water. 

1  fet  twenty  on  a  fandy  bank,  on  the  turf  part,  in  holes 
a  foot  fquare. 

I  fet  twenty,  in  the  fame  manner,  on  level  turf  ground  ; 
and  twenty  alfo  in  loofe  land,  that  was  always  dug ;  all  in 
the  month  of  February. 

Thofe  on  the  loofe  ground  all  grew ;  as  alfo  thofe  on  the 
bank  ;  (there  was  no  water  in  the  ditch,  for  it  was  a  perfe<Sl: 
red  fand,  and  no  clay  at  bottom)  thofe  on  level  ground  all 
died. 

You  fee^  then,  the  advantage  of  fetting  willows  on  banks, 
near  the  fei,  or  any  where  ;  or  in  loofe  earth. 

I  fend  you,  alfo,  the  heft  way  of  faving  the  feed  of  lucern. 

Plant  out  three  or  four  fets,  two  or  three  years  old,  in 
the  wet  months,  in  the  richeft  ground  you  have,  to  the  fouth 
fun  :  when  they  run  up  high,  (tick  a  pole  in  the  middle,  and 
fmall  faggot-fticks  all  round,  and  tie  a  band,  or  whipcord, 
round  them,  but  not  too  tight. 

Your  plants  will  run  up,  fix  feet,  (I  have  tried  it)  and 
blofibm  well,  and  bear  good  feed. 

Dry  it  well  in  bags,  and  rub  it  out  by  degrees ;  ’tis  the 
beft  of  feed. 

'  1  clip  the  feed  olF,  as  it  ripens,  with  a  pair  of  fcifiars  f : 

I  fowed  it  laft  October,  and  fhall  plant  it  out  in  fummer, 
if  the  froft  don’t  kill  it :  I  plant  them  out  at  a  foot  diftance, 
In  rows,round  my  garden,  for  borders,  in  the  richeft  ground; 
and  in  fummer,  whep  in  bloftbm,  they  are  near  fix  feet 
high. 

1  fow  the  magazan  bean  at  Chrifimas;  they  are  a  very 
fweet  bean,  lefs  than  the  hotfpur :  they  are  very  good  for 

horfes, 

'  4  It  is  eafily  to  be  perceived  that  our  correfpondent’s  trials 

were  jn  fmall  quantities :  the  principles  of  his  praftice  are  cer-? 
tainly  good,  but  the  expence  would  be  too  large  in  confiderabl^ 
concerns,  R, 
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horfes,  if  cut  while  foft,  with  chafF-hay,  in  a  box,  and  fliook 
about  in  the  barn,  they  will  get  dry  and  hard,  will  be  excel¬ 
lent  food,  and  make  them  perform  double  their  work. 

•  I  plant  them  quite  thick,  and  deep,  in  a  drill,  and  cover 
them  with  litter  in  frofts ;  and  plant  them  out  in  fpring,  ia 
rows,  near  two  feet  diftance,  and  four  inches  in  the  rows. 

I  muft  fend  you  the  true  art  of  planting  potatoes^. 

Feb.  9,  1764.  Your’s, 

Little  Brickhill,  Bucks.  \  W.  P.  f 
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A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  in  Defence  of  Denjhirlng^  or  Burn’- 

*  baiting  Land, 

Gentlemen, 

IF  I  miftake  not,  you  have  frequently  exprefled  a  difap- 
probation  of  denfhiring,  or  paring  and  burning  land. 
Give  me  leave,  from  fome  experience  of  my  own,  and  more 
of  my  neighbours,  to  fay  a  word  or  two  for  it  J. 

I  will  freely  allow,  that  a  great  quantity  of  particles  (of 
what  kind  I  will  not  determine)  are  carried  off  the  land  in 
the  fmoke;  but  certainly  the  greatefl:  bulk  of  the  fods  re¬ 
mains  in  the  afhes ;  and  in  thefe  afhes  are  contained  all  or 
moft  of  the  faits,  whole  weight  will  not  allow  them  to  fly 
oif :  thefe  are  returned  to  the  land  again  in  a  much  better 

ft  ate,' 

*  Whenever  this  gentleman  pleafes  to  fend  us  the  above,  it 
will  meet  with  a  very  favourable  reception  ;  but  we  muft  again 
requeft  he  will  be  a  little  more  particular  in  his  account.  E- 
f  We  hope  our  correfpondent  will  excufe  our  omitting  his 
laft  paragraph,  as  it  would  by  many  have  been  interpreted  into 
a  puff  fora  work,  of  which  however  we  teftify  no  difapproba- 
tion.  Befides,  if  our  correfpondent  will  again  take  the  trouble 
of  reading  our  Leading  Queftions,  he  will  probably  find  his 
miftake.  E. 

I  It  is,  in  many  parts  of  England,  the  generally-received 
opinion,  that  this  praflice  may  be  of  fervice  to  ftiff  heavy 
lands;  but,  for  the  moft  part,  is  a  great  injury  tothofe  of  a; 
lighter  quality.  O. 
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Rate  than  while  fixed  to  the  fods,  where  they  were  of 

very  little,  or  no  ufe. 

I  cannot  find  that  the  foil  is  any  thinner  after  pared  land 
is  laid  down  with  feeds ;  and  if  not  thinner,  there  are  fo 
many  advantages  from  this  management,  as  manuring  the 
ground,  deftroying  the  feeds  of  weeds,  opening  the  foil  by 
the  heat  of  the  fire,  and,  above  all,  infuring  good  crops  to 
the  farmer,  and  (if  properly  managed)  preparing  the  ground 
for  feeds,  that  I  will  boldly  pronounce  in  favour  of  it, 
and  have  no  doubt  but  it  will,  in  time,  be  the  univerfal 
fyftem 

I  faid,  if  properly  managed  ;  for  if  a  farmer,  after  paring 
and  burning  his  land,  fball  fow  crop  after  crop,  till  he  finds 
it  will  bear  no  more  corn,  and  then  leaves  it  to  take  its 
chance,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  in  a  very 
bad  ftate,  almoft  ruined  ;  but  this  is  not  owing  to  the  den- 
fhiring,  but  to  his  own  covetoufnefs. 

The  fyftem  I  fhould  advife,  and  which  moft  of  our  f  in¬ 
telligent  graziers  follow,  is,  when  the  afhes  are  fpread,  to 
plow  it,  and  fow  turneps  at  Midfummer,  on  the  firft  tilth: 
they  cannot  eafily  be  hoed,  nor  do  they  require  it,  ftanding 
generally  thin  enough,  and  growing  very  large  f  . 

Suppofe,  then,  turneps  eaten  ofF  by  March  or  April  fol¬ 
lowing:  then  let  the  ground  be  plowed  well  three  or  four 
times,  and  harrowed  after  each  plowing :  at  Midfummer 

fow 

^  Denlbirlng  is  not  a  new  praftice  in  England,  but  has  been, 
for  fom^  centuries,  more  or  lefs  ufed;  therefore,  was  it  pofteifed 
of  all  the  qualities  aferibed  to  it  by  our  correfpondent,  particu¬ 
larly  that  of  airways  infuring  good  crops  to  the  farmer,  it  would 
certainly,  before  this  time,  have  been  more  univerfally  adopted, 
and  have  become,  perhaps,  the  univerfal  fyftem.  O. 

f  By  this  paflage,  we  apprehend,  our  correfpondent  means  the 
Lincoln fhire  graziers :  if  we  are  wrong,  we  fhould  be  obliged 
to  him  to  fet  us  right.  O. 

X  As  this  gentleman  obferves,  that  the  turneps  do  not  re¬ 
quire  hoeing  in  this  way,  we  fhould  have  been  glad  had  he  in¬ 
formed  us  what  quantity  of  feed  it  is  moft  ufual  to  fow  on  an 
acre.  O. 
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fow  a  fecond  crop  of  turneps  *  :  this  will  be  much  better 
than  the  firft,  and  muft  be  eaten  olF  with  fheep,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  firft  crop.  The  ground  will  now  be  extremely 
fine ;  it  muft  be  plowed  twice  or  thrice,  and  fown  with 
barley :  after  the  barley  is  taken  ofF  the  ground,  plow  it 
once,  and  fow  wheat  at  Michaelmas. 

Thefe  are  the  four  firft  crops,  the  firft  year  turneps,  the 
fecond  year  turneps,  the  third  year  barley,  fourth  year  wheat. 
Thefe  crops  will  be  all  very  good,  as  the  land  will  be  in 
heart,  and  the  farmer  will  be  very  well  paid  for  his  trouble 
and  expence. 

When  the  wheat  is  ofF,  the  farmer  fhould  fallow  his  land 
immediately,  and  the  fummer  following  give  it  a  dreffing  of 
manure  :  at  Midfummer  (having,  as  I  faid,  manured  it 
and  plowed  it  well)  let  him  again  fow  turneps,  and  the 
fpring  following,  barley  and  feeds. 

0f  all  the  land  I  have  feen  managed  in  this  way,  I  do  not 
know  any  that  has  not  fucceeded,  and  been  infinitely  better 
than  it  was  before  the  denftiiring. 

To  inftance  a  farm  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
which  was  let  by  my  father  to  a  very  good  induftrious  in¬ 
telligent  farmer,  but  who  was  tied  up  by  covenant  from 
plowing  any  part  of  it  f . 

About  twelve  years  ago,  on  my  father's  death,  this  tenant, 
having  had  a  confiderable  lofs  in  his  cattle,  defired  to  plow 
fome  land  up,  in  the  method  I  have  mentioned :  though 

pre- 

*  As  it  Is  very  imufual  in  moft  countries  to  fow  two  fucceffiye 
crops  of  turneps,  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  our  correfpondent,  if 
he  would  inform  us  what  is  the  nature  of  the  foil  where  this 
pradice  is  adopted  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  fen  land.  O. 

f  This  pafTage,  of  the  farmer’s  being  tied  up  from  plowing 
any  part  of  his  farm,  induces  us  to  think  that  the  foil,  on  which 
our  correfpondent  fo  ftrongly  recommends  denfhiring,  is  fen 
land,  which  is  a  moory  rich  black  earth  in  general,  ^t  will  not 
be  amifs,  on  this  occafion,  to  refer  our  readers  to  a  very  fenfible 
piece  from  a  practical  fen  farmer,  inferted  in  our  Firft  Volume. 
It  is  marked  Number  XCVII.  page  418.  and  treats  of  tile 
culture  of  colefeed  in  the  fen  countries :  here  our  readers  may 
f  nd  deferibed  the  method  in  which  land  is  there  pared  and 
burned.  Q. 
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prejudiced  as  much  as  my  father  was  againft  denfhiring,  yet^ 
willing  to  fee  the  experiment,  I  confented,  and  approving 
his  lirft  trials,  allowed  him  yearly  to  pare  and  burn  fome 
acres  ever  fince. 

He  now  alTures  me,  that  he  can,  and  does  keep  one  third 
more  fheep  than  he  could  before,  and,  I  dare  fay,  is  fome 
hundreds  richer  for  it.  The  confequence  I  would  draw  is, 
that  if  the  farm  will  keep  one  third  more  flock,  the  land  is 
certainly  not  the  worfe  for  it. 

I  have  not  now  time  to  fliew  the  difference  betwixt  this 
management  and  that  of  plowing  and  fowing  the  land 
without  denihiring,  which,  with  fome  more  obfervations, 
I  muff:  defer  to  another  opportunity  ' 

I  ftiould  fay  a  few  words  on  Mr.  Comber^s  logical  defence 
of  his  flovenly  neighbours,  (no  one  ever  recommended  the 
farmers  of  the  Eaff:  riding  of  Vorkfhire  for  a  pattern)  but  do 
not  think  it  fair,  as  he  has  fet  his  name  to  his  letter,  whilft 
I fhall  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Rusticus, 


NUMBER  Xlir. 


A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  to  which  are  annexed  Hints  fir 
Enquiries,  refpeSting  feveral  Articles  which  might  he  ufefully 
cultivated,  propagated,  and  manufadlured  in  the  Southern 
Provinces  of  America. 


Gentlemen, 

AVING  received  great  pleafure  from  the  perufal  of 
the  Numbers  that  are  already  publifhed  of  your  Mti- 
feum  Rujiicum,  &c.  and  being  perfuaded,  that  you^  prin¬ 
cipal 


H 


*  The  fooner  we  hear  again  from  this  gentleman,  the  more 
agreeable  it  will  be  to  us ;  and  vve  could  wiih  he  had  permitted 
us  to  make  ufe  of  his  name,  as  it  would  have  done  us  fo  much 
honour.  When  gentlemen  of  fuch  fortune  and  confequence 
undertake  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  it  cannot  certainly 
be  long  before  it  muff  be  in  a  flouriflang  Hate.  0.:‘ 


I 
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cipal  aim  in  your  undertaking  is  to  promote  the  public 
welfare,  it  would  be  particularly  pleafing  to  me,  to  be  able 
to  furnifh  any  information  worthy  your  attention ;  but  I  am, 
from  my  fituation  and  way  of  life,  rendered  incapable  of 
contributing  any  thing  towards  your  undertaking,  further 
than  hints  for  your  future  enquiries,  -  refpedfing  various  ar¬ 
ticles,  which  feem  particularly  adapted  to  the  foil  and 
climate  of  the  fouthern  colonies  of  North-America. 

How  far  the  promoting  the  raifing  the  fubjoined  produc¬ 
tions  in  America  might  tend  to  the  mutual  advantage  of 
this  kingdom  and  the  colonies,  is  beyond  my  capacity  to 
determine:  that  fuch  an  event  would  be  produdlive  of  great 
and  reciprocal  benefits,  I  apprehend,  few  will  be  hardy 
enough  to  deny, 

I  am  the  moredefirous  to  be  rightly  informed  of  the  moft 
approved  methods  of  managing  the  feveral  articles  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  recommend  to  your  future  confideration,  as 
being  determined  to  fettle  in  fame  of  the  fouthern  colonies 
the  next  autumn,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  contribute  towards  the  public  welfare  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  purfued  my  own  particular  intereft. 

I  fincerely  wifh  your  labours  may  be  productive  of  every 
public  benefit  they  feem  calculated  to  promote,  and  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  rnofl  humble  fervant, 

A  Subscriber* 

Articles  for  Enquiry  f.  ' 

Hemp  and  Flax. — What  foils  are  mofl:  proper  for  thofe 
growths  ?  what  are  the  befi:  methods  of  cultivating  them, 

VoL.II.  N^,  7.  ,  H  and 

*  This  gentleman  would  greatly  oblige  us  by  continuing  hia 
correfpondence  after  his  arrival  in  America.  A. 

f  We  fhould  be  much  indebted  to  fuch  of  our  correfpondents 
as  would  undertake  to  give  this  gentleman  full  anfwers  to  his 
feveral  very  important  queilions ;  and  4e  are  the  rather  induced 
to  make  this  requeft,  as  we  kno'-w  many,  who  favour  us  with, 
their  communications,  are  very  capable  of  doing  it»  A. 
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and  the  bed  methods  to  prepare  them  fo  as  to  ht  them  for  2^ 

Brifcifh  market  ? 

Cotton,— -jiow  man)^  different  kinds  of  this  plant  are  cul¬ 
tivated,  and  in  what  countries  is  each  kind  principally  cul^ 
tivated  ? 

Is  the  cotton-plant  of  the  Eajl  the  fame  as  that  cultivated 
in  the  Weji  Indies? 

Why  is  the  cotton  of  Jamaica  of  a  better  quality  than  that 
of  any  other  of  the  Wefl-India  iflands  ? 

Oil  Olive^  Figs,  Rnijins  and  Currants, — The  prefenC 
mod  approved  methods  of  ordering  thefe  feveral  prpductions* 

Pot~aJh. — The  various  kinds  of  afh  now  ufually  in  de-^ 
mand  in  thefe, kingdoms,  the  fubjedfs  of  which  the  different 
kinds  are  made,  and  the  procefs  for  making  each  kind. 

^ea. — How  many  fpecies  of  this  plant  are  there  cultivated 
for  this  purpofe?  the  culture  and  method  of  curing  the 
leaf, 

Would  it  be  allowed  to  be  imported,  fhould  it 
be  found  capable  of  being  cultivated  in  America? — and  is 
it  not  probable  that  on  enquiry  the  plant  may  prove  to  be 
indigenous  in  America,  as  the  famous  ginfing  and  the  filk- 
worm  are  known  to  be  ? 

“Are  there  any  more  than  one  fpecies  of  this  worm  I 

What  is  the  pradice  of  the  Chinefe  in  raifing  the  filk- 
worm  ? 

How  many  different  fpecies  of  the  mulberry  are  there 
cultivated  for  this  purpofe,  and  in  what  countries  is  each- 
different  kind  principally  cultivated  ? 

Is  the  mulberry  of  China  the  fame  as  that  of  Europe? 

What  arc  the  heft  methods  of  feeding  filkworms  in  houfes? 

By  what  means  are  the  eggs  procured  and  preferved  ? 

Are  there  any  methods  by  which  the  eggs  may  be  re¬ 
tarded,  or  haffened  in  their  hatching,  and  what  are  thofc 
methods  ? 

How  many  filk  balls  are  ufually  wound  together,  to  con- 
flitute  the  fingle  thread  of  the  fkain  ?  and  what  is  the  cir¬ 
cumference  of  the  reel,  arid  quantity  of  each  fkain  ? 

$;uery. 
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^uery. — Would  it  not  be  worth  while  to  enquire  whethet 
a  particular  kind  of  filk  might  not  be  t)btained  from  the 
worms  which  feed  on  the  parftmon  tree  in  Carolina,  and 
which  make  pods  fimilar  to  the  common  filkworm,  except 
being  larger,  and  the  filk  of  a  brown  colour  ? 

lVine,—^T\\Q  practice  of  the  feveral  wine  countries  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine  and  management  of  their  wines. 

The  feveral  fpecies  of  vines  from  whence  various  kinds 
of  wines  are  made. 

^ery. — Is  it  not  very  probable,  an  excellent  wine,  fimilar 
to  that  of  Madeira,  might  be  produced  in  Bermudas,  as  the 
nature  of  the  foil  and  under  Ifratum  feem  to  indicate? 


NUMBER  XIV. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  the  Benefit  ofi  Watering  Land 

in  Dry  Seafons, 

Gentlemen, 

I  WROTE  to  you  fome  time  ago  concerning  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  watering  land  in  dry  fummers,  which  was  in- 
ferted  in  your  Mufieum  Rufiicum^  and  is  marked  No.  LVIL 
in  Volume  the  Firft,  in  which  you  defired  I  would  inform 
you  of  fome  remarks  made  on  that  letter. 

Firff,  You  defire  to  know  why  I  fowed  fo  many  forts 
cf  grafs  feed. 

My  reafon  was,  out  of  fomany,  fome  muft  fucceed,  and 
others  fail,  as  the  foil  fuited  each  particular  part  more  than 
the  reft :  for  inftance,  the  rib,  or  plantane  grafs,  never 
came  up,  though  a  fmall  patch  of  if,  fov/ed  at  the  fame  time 
in  my  garden,  to  fee  its  nature,  grew  and  throve  :  on  an¬ 
other  part  of. the  field,  near  the  pond  before  mentioned, 
the  rey- grafs  alone  exceeded  the  reft  of  the  grafles ;  from 
which,  I  imagine,  it  thrives  heft  in  moift  places. 

Secondly,  I  am  defired  to  inform  you  what  time  of  the 
year  the  watering  was  performed. 


It 
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It  was  in  July,  the  crop  being  fown  in  April :  as  to  the 
number  of  turns  ,the  cart  took,  I  never  kept  an  account ; 
but  do  remember,  as  it  went  up  the  field,  it  did  more  than 
water  to  the  end  ;  therefore  the  upper  part  received  a  dou¬ 
ble  watering,  as  the  cart  always  continued  running  above 
a  quarter  of  the  way  back  again,  which  was  not  reckoned 
as  any  thing,  the  cart  ftill  keeping  its  line,  and  going  over, 
the  upper  part  again,  though  before  watered,  that  is,  from 
the  lower  hedge  to  the  upper  hedge.  It  took  up  five  days  ; 
about  an  acre  a  day  :  we  alw’ays  contrived  to  drive  the 
cart  fo  as  the  off- wheel  fhould  go  in  the  fame  tradi  that 
the  near  wheel  went  in  before. 

Thirdly,  I  am  to  anfwer  this  queftion.  What  Were  the 
crops  which  preceded  the  fowing  the  grafs? 

The  crop  was  red  clover,  fowed  among  wheat :  before 
wheat  it  was  fowed  with  vetches,  or  thetches. 

I  believe  I  have  now  fully  anfwered  all  the  remarks 
made  on  my  letter. 

I  muft  now,  in  my  turn,  afk  a  few  queftions  of  fome  of 
your  correfpondents ;  if  they  will  inform  me  how  I  muft 
treat  a  field  that  produces  mofs,  though  it  lies  on  a  hill, 
the  foil  clay :  it  has  been  dunged  about  three  years  ago  with 
bog-dung ;  two  years  before  that,  very  well  footed  j  two 
years  before,  only  laid  down  with  grafs  from  wheat,  being 
accounted  the  bed;  wheat  land  in  my  farm.  I  defire  to 
know  if  lime  is  proper  to  eat  off  the  mofs,  or  if  it  would 
be  better  to  harrow  it  up,  which,  I  am  told,  kills  the  mofs, 
and  does  not  hurt  the  grafs. 

I  fliall  be  obliged  to  fome  of  your  intelligent  readers  for 
information.  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

North  of  Hertfordfhire,  Your  mofl  humble  fervant, 

Feb.  21,  1764.  R.  H - 

P.  S.  A  diftiller  in  this  neighbourhood  manures  his  land 
,with  a  w^ater-cart  pierced  wuth  holes,  and  filled  with  his 
bogs  urine,  which  he  preferves  in  a  pit  for  that  purpofe. 
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Scarlet 
Red- Wood 
White-Wood 
Green 
Hautboy 
Alpine,  which 
produces  fruit 
e^very  month  till 
Nc'vember 
Gorec 


Rajbcrries* 


Red 

White 
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Cherries, 


Early  May 
May  Duke 
Black  Heart 
Bleeding  Ditto 
Gafcoignc  Ditto 
Luke  Warden 
Caroon 
Orleans 
Great  Heartllb 
Carnation 


Apricots* 


Holman  Duke 
Morelia 


Orange 

Malculine 

Turkic 

Englifti 

Breda 

Roman 

Temple 

Brufl'cl 


Plums, 


Orleans 
Reine  Claude 
Roche  Corbon 
Green  Gage 
Verdock 
Imperatice 
Imperial 
Blue  Perdrigon 
Fotheringham 
Promordian 
Queen  Mother 
Le  Royal 
Dras  D’Or 
St.  Catharine 


Peaches, 

1 
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Nehiarines, 

t 

Figs, 

Red  Nutmeg,  rot 
•very  good^  but 
early 

White  Magdalen 
Minion 

■ 

Old  Newington 

Roman 

Alberge 

Red  Roman 

Incomparable 

Newington 

Montaubon 

Tawney 

DoubleMantagne 

Elruge 

Dutch  Peach 

Italian 

Noblefs 

Brlnion  Round 

Early  White 

Double  Swallh 

Varmarfli 

Blue 

Bourden 

Late  Newington 

Marcilles 

Red  Magdalen 

Des  ^ots 

Malta  ^ 

Teton  de  Venus 

Black  j 

Chancelour 

Brown  ifehia  ] 

Belchcvereufe 

Black  Ditto  1 

Admirable 

Burdock 

'  ] 

Ann  Peach 

Catharine 
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Golden  Pippins 
Margyl 

Tranfparent 


Pome  d*api 

Non  Pareil 
GoldenRulTeting 


Pears9 


OrangeBergamot 

Jargonel 


Sunary  other 
Fruits, 

Goefeberries, 

Cryftal 

White  Dutch 

Amber 

Red 

St.  Laurence 
Carters 


Currants, 
Red  Dutch 
White  Ditto 


Melons, 


La  Buree 
Verte  Longue 
La  Marquife 
Meffire*  Jean 
Martinfec 
Sr.  Michel 
Creffan 
Chaumontelle 
Windfor 
Virgoleufe 
Chalfery 
Ambret 
Efpine  [Efpagne 
Bon  Chretien  d’ 
St.  Germain 
Colmar 

[Hyyer 
Bon  ChiStien  de 


Mulberries, 
Black. 

White 


Filberts 

Quinces, 
Portugal 
Ppar 
Apple 
Walnuts 

Services, 

Medlars^ 


Oravgsi 

China 

Sevilles 

Lemons 
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NUMBER  XVI. 

A  L  I  S  T  5/  the  feveral  Kinds  FRUI  T  TREES, 

planted  in  his  Grace  the  Duke  of - Neu)  Kitchen-^ 

Garden^  at  - in  Nottinghamfhire,  in  the  Autumn 

of  the  Tear  1760,  adapted  to  their  feveral  AfpeSis^  &c.  &c. 
The  Numbers  on  this  Lift  refer  to  thofe  on  the  Plan  fent  to 


his  Grace, 

No*  j. 

Gainft  the  Upper  South 
Wall,  of  330  Feet,  23 
Trees,  at  14  Feet  6  Inches 
Diftance. 

Sixteen  Peaches, 

I  White  Nutmeg 
i  Red  Nutmeg 

1  Early  Ann 

2  True  Minion 
2  Red  Magdalen 

Nobleffe 

1  Early  Newington 

2  Royal  George 

2  True  Vanguard 
1  Old  Newington 
i  Incomparable. 

Seven  Netfarines, 

3  Red  Roman 
3  Newington 

1  Fairchilds  Early. 

No.  2. 

Againft  the  Lower  South 
'  Wall,  of  546  Feet,  39 
Trees,  ap4FeetDiftance. 
Tiuenty-ftght  Peaches,' 

2  Catherine  P.  ‘ 

2  Late' Admirable 
2  Bourdine 
2  Yellow  Alberge 
2  Mulk  Violet 
‘  VoL.  If.  No.  7. 


4  Noblefle 

2  Purple  or  Pourpree 
2  Rofanna 
2  Old  Newington 
2  Montauban 
2  Millets  Minion 

2  True  Minion 
.2  Royal  George. 

Eleven  NePtarinss, 

3  Red  Roman 
3  Newington 

2  Scarlet- come-dean 
2  Red  Italian 
I  Elruge,. 


No.  3. 

Againft  the  Lower  Eaft 
Wall,  194  Feet,j  jTfees, 
at  14  Feet  10  Inches  Di¬ 
ftance, 

Five  Apricots, 

I  Turkey 
i  Roman 
I  Bruftels 
I  Royal  Orange 

1  Breda. 

Four  Cherries, 

4  May  Duke. 

Four  Plums, 

2  Green  Gage 

2  Blue  Perdrieons« 

I  ■  ‘  ‘  No. 
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'No.  4, 

'‘Againft  the  Lower  Weft 
Wall,  195  Feet,  13  Trees, 
at  14  Feet  ii  Inches  Di- 
ftance. 

'T.  wq  Cherries^ 

-2t  Black  Hearts. 

Four  Plums, 

f 

X  Semiano 
I  Drap  D’Ore' 
i  Violet 

I  DamafK  Ver  de  Coeur. 

Two  Apricots, 
j  Mafcyline 
I  Bruffels. 

Two  Peaches, 

I  Early  Newington 

1  Mulk  Violet. 

Two  Cherries, 

2  White  Hearts. 


No.  5. 

A  ga I  n  ft  the  U ppe r  Eaft  Wa  1 1 5 
185  Feet,  13  Trees,  at 
14  Feet  I  Inch  Diftance, 
Four  Cherries, 

2  Harrifons  Hearts. 

'2  May  Dukes. 

Five  Plums, 

2  JGreen  Gages 

1  Iitiperatrice 

2  La  Royale. 

Four  Cherries, 

2  Bleeding  Hearts 
2  Carnations. 


No.  6. 

Againft  the  Upper  Weft 
Wall,  185  Feet,  13  Trees, 
at  14  FeeE  2  Inches  Di- 
ftance. 

Nine  PYciches, 

2  Noblefte 
2  Red  Magdalens 
2  Double- Montagnes 


2  Belhoiife 

1  Belchevereufes. 

Four  Nectarines, 

2  Elruges'  . 

1  Murray 

I  Pifa. 


No.  y. 

Againft  the  Lower  North 
Wall,  5 14  Feet,  29  Trees. 
The  Plums  and  Cherries  at 
14  Feet  4  Inches  Diftance, 

Nine  Plums, 

3  Bon  um  Magnum 
3  Royal  Dolphins 
3  imperials. 

Nine  Cherries, 

6  Morellas 
3  Dukes. 

The  Pears  at  23  Feet  ^ 
Inches  Diftance, 

Eleven  Pears, 

2  Cardilliac^ 

2  Dr.  UvidalPs  Germain 
2  Perkinfon  Wardens 

1  Jargonell 

2  8t.  Germains 
2  Creftans, 


No.  8. 

Againft  the  Upper  North 
Wall,  485  Feet,  347uees5 
at  14  Feet  6  Inches  Di¬ 
ftance. 

Twenty  Cherries, 

10  Morellas 
10  May  Dukes. 

Fourteen  Plums, 

2  Royal  Dolphins 
2  Morocco 

2  White  Pears 

3  Green  Gages 

2  Dupan  Valure 

3  Bonum  Magnum. 
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'No.  9. 

Againft  the  Eatt  Wall,  Out- 
fide  of  the  Lower  Garden, 
194  Feet,  at  20  Feet  8 
Inches  Diftance. 

t 

Is  me  Pears,  ’ 

2  Buree  Du  Roi 
2  Colmars 
2  St.  Ge:  maln 

2  Creflans 

t  Bel  De  Chaumontelle. 

No.  10. 

Againfi;  the  Fall:  Side  of  the 
South  Wall,  54  Feet,  3 
Trees,  at  15  Feet  8  Inches 
DIftance. 

Three  Figs. 

3  Early  White  Marfellles. 

No.  II. 

Againft  the  Weft  Side  of  the 
South  Wall,  4  Trees,  at 
15  Feet  3  Inches  Diftance. 
Four  Figs, 

2  Red 

2  Large  Blue 

No.  12. 

Againft  the  Weft  Side  with¬ 
out  the  Wall,  3  Trees. 
Three  Pears, 

I  Buree  Rouge 
I  Virgoluce 

1  Colmar. 

'  ■  i -I  I  — a— 

No.  13. 

Againft  the  Eaft  Side,  3 
Trees. 

Three  Pears, 

2  Creflans 

I  St.  Germain. 

No.  14. 

Seven  Pear  Trees 
I  Bel  De  Chaumontelle 


1 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Royal  D’Hyver 
Petit  Oyin 
C  reflan 
St.  Germain 
Swans  Egg, 


No.  15. 

The  Eaft  Efpalier,  in  the 
Upper  Garden,  9  Trees, 
at  18  Feet  Diftance. 

Nine  Apricots, 

3  Bruflels 
3  Royal  Orange 
3  Breda. 

No.  16. 

The  South  Efpalier,  next 
the  Stove,  14  Trees. 
Fourteen  Figs, 

2  Brunfwick 

3  Early  Blue  ^ 

3  Early  W  hite 
3  Royal  Grey 

3  Red. 

No.  17. 

The  Weft  Efpalier  in  the* 
Upper  Garden,  9  Trees* 

Nine  Cherries,  .  > 
L5  May  Dukes  ' 

2  Black  Hearts 

2  White  Hearts, 

No*  18. 

The  Eaft  Efpalier  in  the 
Lower  Garden,  9  Treei, 

Nine  Plums, 

3  Green  Gage 
2  Orleans 

2  Matchlefs 
2  Violet, 

I  2  No, 
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No.  19. 

The  South  Eipalier  in  the 
Lower  Garden,  17  Trees.  . 

Seventeen  Pears, 

I  Early  Mu  feat 
I  Mufk  Roberts 
I  Mufk  Blanquet 
I  Callow  Rofeat 

1  Hamdens  Bergamot 

2  Englifh  Bergamot 
2  Jargonell 
2  Swans  Egg 

1  Auguft  Mufeat 

2  Creflans 
2  Cardilliac. 

No.  20. 

The  Weft  Efpalier  in  the 
Lower  Garden,  9  "Erees. 

Nine  Plums, 

2  Green  Gage 
2  Queen  Mother 
2  Damafk  Ver  de  Coeur 
2  Black  Damafk 
I  Morocco, 

Sorts  of  Vines  for  the  Hot- 
Wall. 

Sevsniy-feven  Vines,  • 

July 
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Black  Sweet- Water 
White  Sweet- Water 
Royal  Mufeadine  or  White-* 
Chaflaias 
Old  Mufeadine 
Blue  Mufeadine 
Black  Clufter 
Blue  Hamburgh 
Red  Hamburgh 
St.  Peter 
White  Madeira 
Burlake 
Red  Raifin 
White  Raifin 
White  Frontiniac 
Black  Frontiniac 
Blue  Frontiniac 
Grifley  Frontiniac 
Black  Mufeat 
White  Mufeat. 

Standard  Trees  planied  on  the 


different  Afpedfs. 

Upper  South  Wall  , 
Lower  South  Vi/all 
Lower  Eaft  Wall 
Lower  Weft  Wall 
Upper  Eaft  Wall 
Upper  Weft  Wall 
Lower  North  W all 
On  Ditto 

Upper  North  Wall 


21 

37 

9 

9 


7 

3^ 
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NUMBER  XVIL 

A  Letter  from  Mr. - ,  Gardener  to  his  Grace  the  Duke 

of - 5  to  Mr. - ,  Nurfery  Man  near  Kenfington, 

relative  to  the  Fruit  Trees  contained  in  the  laft  Article, 

SIR, 

I  RECEIVED  yours  of  the  20th  inftant,  mentioning  my 
not  giving  you  an  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  fruit 
trees  you  furnifhed  his  grace  with. 

The  great  encomiums  every  one  gave  the  fruit,  that  tafted 
it  this  year,  particularly  his  grace  and  his  company,  who 
happened  to  be  here  at  the  time  of  its  greateft  perfe6Iion, 
I  made  no  doubt  had  reached  your  ears,  which  was  the  only 
reafon  1  did  not  trouble  you  with  any  account  about  them  ; 
but  if  it  has  happened  that  his  grace  has  not  feen  you,  you 
may  expedl  from  him  a  very  fatisfadlory  account  of  them. 

The  trees  in  general  have  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  1  believe 
they  are  inferior  to  none  of  their  age  ;  and,  though  the  walls 
are  twelve  feet  high,  they  are  in  great  part  well  furnifhed 
with  wood  to  the  top.  I  had  plenty  of  peaches  and  nedia- 
rines  this  year,  chiefly  on  thofe  on  flandard  flocks,  of  the 
Montaubon,  NoblefTe,  Red  Magdalen,  and  Millets  Minion, 
peaches;  and  the  nedarines  in  general ;  fome  on  other  forts, 
and  on  fome  forts  none  at  all ;  and,  although  it  has  been  a 
very  unkind  year  in  general  for  fruit,  yet  1  can  alTure  you, 
I  think  I  never  tafted  better.  I  have  a  warm  dry  foil,  and 
fhould  I  have  a  kind  fpring  and  warm  fummer  next  year, 
as  this  was  the  reverfe,  I  don’t  doubt  of  having  as  good  fruit 
-  as  any  in  the  kingdom,  except  none.  This  you  may  think 
extraordinary,  to  exped  fuccefs  in  a  dry  foil,  equally  in  a 
wet  or  dry  feafon ;  but  a  man  of  bufinefs  will  allow,  that 
induftry  and  experience,  with  the  afTiftance  of  a  hearty  good 
will,  can  do  a  great  deal.  The  peculiar  htuation  of  his 
grace’s  garden  is  fuch,  that  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
1  have  made  fuch  conveniencies  as  1  have  not  elfewhere 
feen,  and  cannot  fail  (barring  uncommon  blights  in  the 
fpring)  of  producing  fuch  fuccefs  as  will  agreeably  furpi  ize 
all  judges  who  fee  them  for  a  long  time  to  come.  I  am. 

Sir, 


Dec.  24,  1763. 


Your  humble  fervant. 


6o 


MUSEUM  RUSTICUM 


NUMBER  XVm. 

\ 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors,  from  a  IlAernber  of  the  Society,  on  the 
fuperior  Excellence  oflimothy  Grafs,  and  the  great  Advan¬ 
tage  that  will  accrue  to  the  Far?ner,  by  cultivating  it  cn  low' 
damp  or  wet  Meadows,  and  boggy  or  fenny  Land,  c\c. 

GfiNTLEMEN, 

A  SPIRIT  for  improving  our  artificial  paftures  Teems  to 
be  raifed  in  mofl  counties  of  England,  which  I  in  a 
great  meafure  attribute  to  the  circulation  of  your  valuable 
work. 

The  burnet  grafs,  cultivated  with  fuch  fuccefs  by  Mr. 
Rocque  of  Walham-green,  is  in  universal  requeft,  infomuch 
that  he  will,  I  am  apt  to  think,  find  it  difficult  to  .fupply, 
this  year,  the  very  large  demands  he  has  for  the  feed. 

Not  the  leaft  doubt  can  be  made  of  the  excellence  of  this 
pafture,  as  it  has  been  proved,  on  repeated  trials,  that  it  is 
far  beyond  any  thing  of  the  kind  yet  brought  into  ufe. 

A  member  of  ouf  fociety,  in  a  piece  marked  Number  LIT/ 
page  233,  of  your  firft  Volume,  informs  the  public  of  fome 
particulars  refpe£ting.  the  Timothy  grafs.  In  fome  places 
he  is  right,  but  in  many  others  has  been  deceived  or  mif- 
in formed.  He  fays,  The  Eunothy  grafs  is  not  perhaps  the 
fweeteft,  or  the  heft  that  can  be  cultivated.  By  this  he  fhould 
feem  to  infinuate,  that  it  is  but  indifferent  in  its  quality  ; 
whereas  the  contrary  is  the  faff;  for,  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
preference  cattle  give  it,  it  exceeds  in  fweetnefs  moft  others 
that  grow. 

Some  time  fince,  an  experiment  was  made  in  this  matter. 
A  fquare  piece  of  land  was  plowed,  and  reduced  to  a  very  fine 
tilth  :  it  was  then  divided  into  four  equal  quarters  or  parts  ; 
on  the  firft  was  fown  a  pioper  quantity  of  lucern  feed ;  on 
another  quarter,  ;  on  a  third  part,  clover',  and  on 

the  fourth,  or  remaining  quarter,  was  fown  the  feed  of  the 

Liinoiby 


ET  COMMERCIALE.  6i 

Timothy  grafs,  Thefe  feveral  plants  were  fufFerecl  to  grpw 
till  they  were  in  a  condition  to  be  depaftured  by  cattle. 

When  they  were  all  arrived  at  a  proper  growth,  horfes, 
black  cattle,  cows  and  fheep,  were  promifcuoully  turned 
into  the  field,  with  an  intent  to  obferve  which  of  the  grafles 
the  feveral  forts  of  cattle  would  fooneft  take  to,  it  not  being 
3t  all  imagined,  that  they  would  all  prefer  one  kind.  How¬ 
ever,  this  was  the  cafe,  for  the  Timothy  grafs  was  eaten  by 
them  quite  bare  before  the  other  forts  were  touched,  though 
they  were  at  liberty  to  range  over  the  whole  field.  This 
was  a  convincing  proof,  that  the  Timothy  grafs  was  pre¬ 
ferred  by  them  all  to  the  other  three  forts  of  grafs  above 
mentioned ;  and  after  fuch  an  experiment,  .few  will,  I 
believe,  difpute  its  excellence,  or  think  it  not  worth 
cultivating. 

I  find  alfo  that  Mr.  Rocque,  in  an  anfwer  to  a  letter 
fent  him  by  Mr.  Corbett,  of  Salop,  mentions  the  Timothy 
grafs,  (Vol,  I.  page  309.)  but  it  is  only  modeftly  to 
obferve,  that  he  cannot  from  experience  fay  any  thing  re¬ 
lative  to  it. 

I  know  that  very  many  of  your  readers  are  defirous  of 
being  informed  of  the  nature  of  this  grafs,  which  infor¬ 
mation  I  am  very  happy  in  being  able  to  give  them  through 
your  means. 

This  plant  was  firfl;  taken  notice  of  in  North  America, 
and  feems  to  be  a  native  of  Virginia,  where  it  grows,  with¬ 
out  cultivation,  to  a  great  height,  on  moorifh  fwampy 
grounds. 

Some  years  ago  the  feeds  of  this  plant  were  carried  from 
Virginia,  by  one  Mr.  Timothy  Hanfon^  to  North  Carolina, 
where  it  is  now  cultivated  by  the  inhabitants;  and  from  this 
circumfiance  it  received  the  name  it  now  bears. 

It  thrives  moft,  as  I  faid  before,  in  low,  damp,  marfhy 
grounds ;  for  in  fuch  foil  and  fituation  itwill  produce  a  fine  turf 
in  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  fowing  the  feed.  It  is  very 
luxuriant,  grows  to  a  confiderable  height,  and  has  in  fome 
fort  the  appearance  of  wheat  or  rye,  having  a  broad  blade 
or  leaf. 
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After  the  experiment  above  receitcd,  it  is  certainly  unne-* 
ccflkry  to  ob.fetve,  how  fond  all  fortes  of  cattle  are  of  thip 
herb  whilft  in  a  green  growing  ftate ;  but  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  add,  that  they  are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  fond  of 
it,  when  dried  and  made  into  hay:  but  when  it  is  intended 
for  this  ufe,  itfhould  always  be  mown  when  it  is  in  full  fap, 
juft  before  it  flowers,  fpr  if  it  is  left  longer  beforp  it  is  cut^ 
being  fo  luxuriant  and  quick  a  grower,  it  becomes  harfl), 
and  is  much  dryer  and  more  chirky  food,  than  when  it  is 
cut  in  its  prime. 

I  have  more  than  once  feen  the  Timothy  grafs,  which 
Mr.  Rocque,  in  his  letter  above  referred  to,  mentions  to  have 
fown  in  September  laft  :  it  is  now  furprizingiy  forward, 
having  vegetated  during  thp  courfe  of'  almoft'  the  whole 
winter.  There  is  one  particular  fpot  of  this  lapd,  which 
has  been  for  a  long  Um6  covered  with  v/ater  ;  yet  is  the 
plant  alinQft  as  luxuriant  there  as  in  any  other  part*. 

I  would  by  all  means  recommend  this  plant  to  the  notice 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  improving  their  eftates  in  Ireland, 
as  I  know  of  no  grafs  that  is  fo  well  adapted  to.be  fown  iu 
their  bogs,  and  will  at  the  fame  time  yield  fo  confiderable 
a  profit,  by  being  an  exdlerit  fodder,  either  green  or  dry. 

It  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubted,  but  that  wjth  a  little  ob- 
fervation,  and  a  few  experiments  made  with  judgrnent, 
certain  grafl'es  might  be  found  adapted  to  every  circumftance 
cf  foil  and  fituation.  ’  ^  ^ 

•4  ■  ' 

A  great 


*  We  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  the  public,  that  Mr. 
Rocque-s  experiments,  on  the  culture  of  the  Timothy  grafs, 
have  been  attended  with  all  imaginable  fuccefs  ;  and  it  is  likely 
to  be  a  valuable  acquifition  to  theBritifh  hufbandry,  as  it  feemsto 
thrive  well  on  lands  of  very  different,  qualities,  •viz.  dry  uplands 
and  wet  marlhy  grounds:  it  cannot  fail  therefore  being  of 
immenfe  utility  to  fome  eftates  in  the  low  fenny  countries.  The 
faff,  mentioned  by  our  correfpondent,  of  this  plant’s  thriving, 
though  for  a  long  time  covered  with  water,  is,  to  our  know¬ 
ledge,  literally  true,  having  very  lately  feen  Mr.  Rocque’s 
ground,  in  the  wet  parts  of  which  the  Timothy  grafs  is  iq 
good  proof.  N.  .  ‘ 
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A  great  deal  depends  on  the  judgment  of  the  farmer, 
.exercifed  in  the  arrangement  of  his  crops ;  and  the  nature 
of  the  foil  is  always  principally  to  be  confulted,  for  fuch 
a-ctificial  grafTes,  as  would  do  very  well  on  a  light  fandy  fori, 
would  ruin  the  farmer  if  fown  on  a  clay. 

I  have  not  now  leifure  to  enlarge  on  this  part  of  huf- 
bandry,  but  fhall  not  fail  taking  another  opportunity  of 
,<loing  it.  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A  Member  of  the  Society' 
Hamftead,  March  16,  1764.  of  Arts. 


NUMBER  XIX. 

^  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  the  Means  of  fupplying  the  Pejor 
.with  Bread-Corn  and  Fuel  at  a  cheap  Rate» 


Gentlemen, 


TH  E  provident  ant  lays  up  a  ftock  in  fummer,  to 
fupply  the  demands  of  nature  in  the  winter ;  and 
thofe  who  live  on  the  fides  of  mountains,  where  torrents 
rufh  down  in  winter,  but  where  there  is  a  perfedf  dearth 
of  water  in  fummer,  dig  pits  in  the  channels  of  the  little 
brooks,  which  ferye  as  repohtories  of  w'ater  for  the  fervicc 
of  themfelves  and  their  cattle  during  the  fummer  fol- 
ilice. 

politicians  (who,  if  they  have  any  knowledge  at  all,  muft 
derive  it  horn  the  view  of  nature,  and  a  mature  contem¬ 
plation  of  the  works  of  the  Great  Author  and  Diredfor  of 
the  univerfe)  have  in  nioft  civilized  countries  inftituted 
granaries  for  the  fupply  of  corn  in  the  time  of  dearth  ;  and 
I  was  once  very  fond  of  a  fcheme  for  doing  fomething  of 
the  fame  kind  in  this  iflancl  ;  and  I  had  defigned  my  grand 
repofitory  at  Carrijbrook-Cajile^  in  the  Ife  of  Wight ^  the 
place  of  confinement  of  the  unfortunate  king  Charles 
the  Firft. 

’  VoL.  11.  N^.  7.  K 
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My  picching  upon  that  place  more  particularly  was,  be- 
caufe  of  the  eafy  conveyance  of  the  "grain  /(?*and  from  it 
and  that,  being  an  ifland,  it  was  Jefs  fubjedf  to  popular  in?, 
furreclions  on  every  flight  difguft  ;  a  difteriiper  this  king¬ 
dom  is  too  apt  to  feel  the  ill  effedls  of, 

Whilfl:  1  was  meditating  on  thefe  things,  which  W^s 
jnany  years  ago,  the  late  Signer  Guajialdl^  minifter  from 
the  republic  of  Genoa^  came  to  make  me  a  vifit ;  and  upon, 
my  afKing  him,  whether,  in  his  country,  public  granaries 
had  not  been  found  of  fervice,  he  faid,  at  Genoa  there 
was  no  doing  without  them  ;  and  that  the  Rate  had  always 
feven  years  provifion  before-hand.  But,  fays  he,  In  your 
it  is  quite  different ;  for  you  annually  grow  more  than  you  eat ; 
and^  if  I  am  not  mifinformed^  it  is  hardly  one  year  in  twenty i 
that  the  produce  of  the  earth  is  not  fully  fuff  dent  for  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  it :  therefore  your  hufmejs  Jhould  rather  he^  to 
fake  care  how  to  get  a  market  for  your  fuperjiiiity  abroad^ 
Yety  I  have  been  told^  fo.  negligent  is  the  police  here^  that^  at 
certain  times^  the  public  have  given  a  bounty  io  tranfport  the 
corn  from  the  mouths  of  your  own  people^  who  at  that  very 
time  flood  in  great  need  of  it. 

I.  am  forry  to  fay  the  remark  of  this  learned  foreigner 
bad  too  much  foundation  in  truth  ;  yet,  I  think,  the  injury 
he  complains  of  may  be  eafily  rcdrefled,  by  difallowing 
the  bounty  when  the  price  of  corn  exceeds  the  mean  rate  | 
and,  when  beyond  fuch  a  certain  rate,  by  a  total  pro¬ 
hibition  of  exportation. 

Satisfied  I  am.  that  the  common  methods  of  flacking 
corn  in  the  midland  parts  of  England,  which  preferves  it 
a  good  many  years,  will  fully  anfwer  the  ends  of  granaries ; 
and  if  ali  grain  was  to  be  fold  by  weight,  inftead  of  mea- 
fure  of  capacity,  it  would  at  once  bring  that  commodity 
through  the  realm  to  be  fold  by  one  rule  and  flandard  ; 
the  want  of  which  has  been  complained  of  in  almoft  every 
reign  fince  the  conquefl,  and  yet  hitherto  without  efFeclua} 
red  refs. 

Thus  may  the  public  be  afinred  of  plenty  and  juflice: 
but  Rill,  unlefs  the  magiftrat?  wdi  do  his  duty,  in  fetting 

th? 
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the  affize,  and  punching  the  fraudulent  baker,  the  face  of 
the  poor  will  be  ground  ;  but  if  the  meajure  be  fettled,  the 
bowii)  regida’it'd,  and  the  rnagiftrate  adlzve,  there  can  be  no 
room  left  for  apprehenfions  of  any  future  dearth,  or  high’ 
price  of  corn. 

If  what  is  chalked  out  above  gives  folindation  to  rofne- 
thing  ufcful  to  my  fellow- creatures,  I  have  my  end,  and 
lhall  fay  no  more  ;  except,  as  arithmeticians  are  wont  to 
illufirafe  their  precepts  by  an  example,  I  beg  the  readers 
patience  for  the  following  fhort  narration,  becaufe  it  takes 
in  the  article  of  fuel  as  well  as  corn. 

At  the  city  of  Bern,  in  Switzerland,  a  Inan  'of  bufinefs, 
by  fuccefs  in  his  Way  of  trade,  had  acquired  a  confiderable 
real  and  perfonal  effate  :  being  grown  in  years,  and  having 
ho  family,  he  made  a  will  to  the  following  effedf,  viz.- 
“  Being  anxious  for  my  fellow  citizens  of  Bern,  (who 
**  have  often  fiiffered  by  dearth  of  corn  and  vvine)  my 
will  is,  that,  by  the  permiffion  of  providence,  they 
flaall  never  for  the  future  fuffCr  a2;ain  under  the  like  ca- 
‘‘  lamity  5  to  which  end  and  purpofe  I  give  rny  effate^ 
real  and  perfonal,  to  the  fenate  of  Bern,  in  truft  for  the 
“  people  ',  that  is  to  fay/  that  they  receive  the  p'roduce  of 
“  my  eftate,  till  it  Ihsill  come  to  the  fum  of  ( fuppofe  iwh 
“  ihoufand  founds)  ;  that  then  they  (hall  lay  out  this  two 
thoufand  pounds  in  building  a  town-hoiife,  according 
to  a  plan  by  me  leftj  the  lower  ftory  whereof  to  con- 
fift  of  large  vaults,  or  repofitories  for  wune :  the  ftory 
above  I  diretft  to  be  formed  into  a  piazza,  for  fuch  per^ 
“  fons  as  (hall  come  to  the  market  at  Bern,  for  dirpofing  of 
their  .goods,  free  from  the  injuries  of  the  w^eather: 
above  that  I  direct  a  council-chamber  to  be  eredfed,  for 
a  committee  of  the  fehate  to  meet  in,  from  time  to 
“  time,  to  adjuft  my  accounts,  and  to  direct  fuch  things 
as  may  be  neccfiary  for  the  charity*;  and  above  the  coun- 
cil-chamber,  as  many  floors,  for  granaries  as  can  be  con- 
‘‘  veniently  raifed,  to  depofit  a  quantity  of  corn  far  the 
ufe  of  the  people,  whenever  they  fhall  have  occafiort 
for  it.  ' 

‘TT' 
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And  when  this  building  fhall  be  erected,  and  the 
pence  of  it  difcharged,  I  dire6l  the  fcnate  of  Bern  to 
receive  the  produce  of  my  eftate,  till  the  fame  fhall 
amount  to  the  fum  [fuppofe  of  two  thoufand  pounds)  ; 
and  when  the  price  of  corn  (hall  be  under  the  mean 
rate  of  the  laft  ten  years,  one  fourth  part,  they  (hall  then 
lay  out  one  thoufand  pounds  in  corn,  and  (low  it'  in  my 
granaries;  and  the  fame  in  wine,  when  under  one  fourth 
“  of  the  mean  rate  of  the  lad;  ten  years :  and  my  will  is, 
that  none  of  the  faid  corn  or  wine  (hall  be  fold,  untill 
the  price  of  corn  or  wine  fhall  exceed,  at  the  common 
“  market,  one  fourth  of  the  mean  rate  for  the  lad:  ten 
years;  and  then  every  citizen  of  Bern  (hall  demand 
daily  (or  proportionably  weekly)  as  many  pounds  weight 
of  wheat,  and  as  many  pints-  of  wine,  as  he  has  mouths.- 
in  his  family  to  confume,  and  no  more  ;  that  for  the 
fame  he  pay  ready  money,  after  the  mean  rate  that  k 
“  has  been  at  for  the  lad  ten  years  pad:,  a  due  proportion 
‘‘  being  allowed  for  wafte,^  and  that  to  be  fettled  by  the 
“  fenate;  and  that  each  houfholder  (hall  be  fo  fupplied,<  as 
long  as  the  price  of  corn  or  wine  (hall  continue  above 
‘‘  the  rate  of  one  fourth  more  than  the  meah  rate:  and 
whatfoever  encreafe  (liall  be  made  of  the  capital,  it  (hall 
‘‘  be  laid  out,  under  the  fame  reftridfions,  in  adding  to  the 
“  (lock  of  corn  and  wine ;  which,  under  the  bleffing  of 
God,  will,  I  hope,  in  certain  time,  reduce  thefe  two 
neceflary  articles  of  life  to  very  near  a  fixed  price,  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  benefit  of  the  poor.” 

This  legacy  has  fubfided  near  two  hundred  years,  and 
has  had  the  defired  efFedt  at  Bern. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Edward  Buckland^ ^  chaplain  to  the 
fadlory  at  Aleppo^  returning  from  thence  by  Bern,  took  this 

hint, 

*  In  the  lad  will  and  tedament  of  Edward  Buckland,  clerk, 
being  dated'30th  of  January,  i6i8,  is  contained  the  following 
deviS  alluded  to  above.  “  Item,  I  give  to  the  bailiirs  and 
‘‘  freemen  of  Kingfton  upon  Thames,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
“  and  their  fuccefibrs  for  ever,  all  that  ihy  wharf  and  parcel  of 
.  ,  “  ground 
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hint,  and  fettled  a  fum  of  money,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor 
at  Kingjhn  on  Thames^  for  the  purchafe  of  coals,  nearly  in, 
the  fame  manner.  The  right  honourable  Arthur  Onflow, 
late  fpeaker  of  the  honourable  houfe  of  commons,  and. 
Nicholas  Harding,  Efq;  are  two  of  the  truftees,  under  whole 
aufplces  the  poor  are  abundantly  fupplied,  and  the  fund 
greatly  augmented. 

Near  forty  years  ago  William  Nicoll,-  Efq;  left  allb 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds  for  nearly  the  fame  pur-^ 
pofes,  the  annual  produce  of  it  being  devifed  to'  be  laid 
out  in  coals,  to  be  fold  to  the  poor  of  the  fame  town  of 
Kingfton,  at  a  cheap  rate,  in  the  winter  feafon*. 

It 

ground  enclofed,  lying  and  being  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
great  bridge  of  Kiiigflon  aforefaid,  upon  condition  that  they 
lhall  build  and  fet  up  one  convenient  ftorehoufe  of  brick,  in 
“  and  upon  the  faid  wharf,  within  three  years  next  after  my 
“  deceafe  ;  and  after  the  fame  houfe  is  fo  ere6led,  fliall  yearly, 
“  at  the  bell  hand,  buy  and  provide  fo  many  fea-coals,  as 
the  yearly  profit  of  the  faid  wharf  will  reach  unto,  and  lay 
“  them  up  in  the  faid  ftorehoufe;  and  in  winter,  when  moll  need 
**  fhaJl  be,  fhall  fell  and  deliver  them  forth  to  honeft  poor  peo- 
“  pie  of  the  lame  town  at  reafonahle  prices.  And  if  the  faid 
bailiffs  and  freemen  fhall  not,  or  will  not  perform  this  my 
“  laft  will,  concerning  the  erecting  a  ftorehoufe,  and  providing 
of  coals  for  honeft  poor  people  as  aforefaid,  then  my  will  is, 
that  my  faid  bequeft  fhall  be  void,  and  of  none  effedf  to  them; 
“  and  that  my  brother  Samuel  Bonnevall,  or  his  heirs,  fhall, 
“  after  my  deceafe,  receive  and  take  the  profits  of  the  fame" 
“  wharf,  and  therewith  ereft  and  fet  up  a  ftorehoufe  upon-  the? 
“  faid  wharf,  in  fome  convenient  time,  at  his  difcretion,  and 
take  order  for  the  performance  of  my  will  in  that  behalf 
“  and  I  require  the  fame  at  his  hands,  as  he  looketh  to  have 
comfort  from  God  in  this  world,  and  in  the  world  to 
“  come.’’ 

*  In  the  laft  will  and  teftament  of  William  Nicoll,  Efq; 
bearing  date  loth  of  November,  1726,  is  contained  the  follow¬ 
ing  devife.  “  Item,  I  will,  dired,  order  and  appoint,  that  my 
“  executors  herein  after  named  fhall,  as  foon  as  conveniently' 
may  be  after  my  deceafe,  lay  out  the  fum  of  two  hundred 
pounds  of  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  purchafe 
“  of  freehold  lands,  and  fettle  and  convey  the  fame  in  fuch 
manner  as  council  fhall  advife,  and  fo  as  may  beft  anfwer  the 
‘‘  intention  of  this  my  will,  unto  the  recorder  of  the  town  of 

Kingfton 
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IHs  a  great  pity  thefe  examples  are  not  followed  in  iHan^ 
Other  towns  in  the  inland  parts  of  England,  particularly  iit 
fuch  places  as  labour  under  a  great  fcarcity  of  wood  for 
fuel,  and  where  the  price  of  coals  in  winter  is  nearly,  if  not 
«^uite,  double  what  they  are  fold  for  in  the  fummer  feafon. 

Such  bequefts  tend  greatly  to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of 
the  inferior  artizans,  who  have  often  numerous  families^ 
and  in  the  cold  winter’s  weather,  when  they  moft  want  it^ 
Can  earn  lefs  than  they  can  in  fummer. 

Such  bequefts  would  eafe  the  parifiies  of  many  poor 
for  a  timely  fupply,  at  a  cheap  rate,  of  fuch  a  necellary 
article  of  confumption  as  fuel,  would  be  a  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  a  number  of  families  from  throwing  themfelves 
on  the  parifh  for  relief,  which  numbers  annually  do,  owing 
almoft  entirely  to  their  not  having  it  in  their  power  to 
fupply  themfelves  out  of  their  fmali  earnings  with  food 
and  fuel,  when  the  latter  is  fold  at  the  exorbitant  rates  it 
is  generally  retailed  at  in  the  winter  fealon  to  the  poor. 

That 

Kingfton  upon  Thames  aforefaid  for  the  time  being,  and  to 
4the  high  fteward.  of  the  faid  town  for  the  time  being,  and  to 
the  bailiffs  of  the  faid  town  for  the  time  being,  and  alfo  to 
the  vicar  of  the  fame  place  for  the  time  being,  and  their 
fucceffors  for  ever,  in  tru'ft,  and  to  the  intent  and  purpofe 
that  the  intereft  or  produce  of  the  faid  fum  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  my  death,  until  the 
‘‘  fame  can  be  fo  laid  out  in  tlie  purchafe  of  lands  as  aforefaid 
and  the  rents,  iffues,  and  profits  of  the  faid  lands,  when  fo 
‘‘  purchafed,:  fliall  for  ever  be  annually  laid  out  in  the  buying 
of  fea-coals,  which  I  will  lhall  be  fold  from  time  to  time,* 
‘‘  in  the  winter  feafon,  for  ever,  to  fuch  poor  perfons,  inhabit- 
ing  the  faid  town  of  Ringfton  upon  Thames,  (not  receiving 
any  penfion  or  colleftion  from  the  officers  of  the  faid  parifh) 
as  they,  the  faid  recorder,  high-ifeward,  bailiffs,  and  vicar 
“  for  the  time  being,  lhall  think  fit,  at  the  fame  price  fuch 
“  coals  lhall  coff,  after  an  allowance  of  the  charges  of  car- 
riage  and  warehoufe  room,  or  any  other  neceffary  expence  ^ 
it  being  mydelign  and  intention,  that  the  faid  fum,  fo  annu- 
ally  to  be  laid  out  iir  coals  as  aforefaid,  lhall  receive  a 
“  yearly  encreafe  of  fo  much  as  the  nett  produce  of  the  faid' 
“  lands,  fo  to  be  purchafed,  fhall  amount  to,  in  augmentation 
of  the’  faid  charity”. 
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That  the  poor  might,  in  this  manner,  be  relieved  with¬ 
out  any“great  expence,  or  trouble,  is  certain  :  of  this  wc 
have  had  many  inftances ;  and  particularly  about  eleven 
years  ago  the  hint  was  given,  and  fome  gentlemen  about 
Northampton  collecfed  a  fum  of  money,  for  purchafing 
coals  in- the  fpring  at  prime  cod,  and  felling  to  the  poor  at 
the  fime  rate  in  the  winter;  v/hich  anfwered  perfetSfiy  well, 

•  but  has  fince  been  overturned  to  favour  fome  toivnfmcn^  who 
foon  after  fold  coals  at  2  s.  8  d.  per  hundred  weight,  which 
the  poor  vvere  fupplied  with  at  i  s.  4d.  by  the  method  the. 
gentlemen  had  entered  into. 

I  am,  Gentlkmen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

P.  S.  As  many  of  my  readers  may  be  at  a  lofs  what  is 
meant  by  the  expreffion  above,  of  the  mean  rate  for  the 
la/}  ten  years^  it  is  necefiary  to  inform  them,  that  the  late 
Fleetwood^  bifhop  of  Ely^  has,  in  hisChronicon  Preiia- 
fnm^  given  us  a  table  of  the  rate  of  wheat  and  malt  for 
fixty  years  at  IVtndfor  \  which  faid  table  has  been  fince  con¬ 
tinued  for  forty  years,  which  makes  a  complete  century^. 

He  took  the  fame  from  the  accounts  of  Eton  College  \  the 
rents  of  which  are  determined  by  the  price  of  thofe  two 
forts  of  grain  at  Windfor  market,  on  Lady-day  and  Mi- 
chaelmas-day.  Now  the  higheft  price  a  bufhel  is  fold  for, 
and  the  loweft  price  a  bufhel  is  fold  for,  on  Lady- day,  arc 
added  together,  and  the  half  thereof  taken  ;  and  the  fame 
done  on  Michaelmas-day :  thefe  two  fums  are  added  toge¬ 
ther,  and  the  half  taken  for  the  common  rate  of  the  whole 
year,  and  refpedfively  fet  againft  it  in  the  table. 

To  know  the  mean  rate  of  any  ten  years,  is  to  add  the 
rates  of  the  feveral  ten  years  together,  and  divide  the  fum 
by  ten  :  the  quotient  gives  the  mean  rate  for  thefe  years.  ^ 

*  An  engraved  plate  of  this  table  is  given  with  this  morith’s 
pqblication.  3ec  the  next  article. 
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^  Letter  to  the  Editors^  explaining  the  two  annexed  engraved 
Tables  of  the  Price  of  Wheat  for  a  Century^ 

Gentlemen, 

TH  E  learned  Dr.  Fleetwood,  bifliop  of  Ely,  in  his 
excellent  treatife  called  Chronicon  Pretiofum^  gave  the 
public  an  account  of  the  price  of  wheat  each  year,  at 
Windfor  market,  for  the  fi^cty  years  preceding  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  his  work,  which  was  taken  from  the  accounts 
of  Eton  college. 

The  right  hon9urablje  Arthur  Onflow,  late  fpeake.r  of 
the  {wnourable  houfe  of  coitions,'  defire^d  that  account 
might  be  continued  on,  fo  as  to  complete  a  century  :  it  is 
clone  from  the  fame  authority,  and  in'the  fame  manner,  a^ 
you  may  fee  in  the  table  iani^exed  ;  and  an  abftra^f  of  the 
fame,  drawn  into  denaries,  js  ixi  the  o|;her  p;rint  which  fol¬ 
lows  it,  ’  ....  * 

It  is  in  itfelf  only  matter  of  fa<3:;  but  from  it  may  be 
deduced  many  ufeful  obfervations,  as,  >  '  ^ 

Firft,  That  the  price  of  wheat  has  continually  decreafed, 
contpry  to  the  opinion  commonly  .entertained. 

Secondly,  What  is  the  higheft,  and  what  is  the  1owt{| 
price  wheat  has  ever  been  at,  .  , 

Thirdly,  By  cbnfulting  the  hiflory  of  thofe  years  you 
may ‘generally  fee  the  caufe  why  the  price  h^s  fg  advanced 
or  funk. 

Fourthly,  You  fee  at  one  view  the  mean  rate  for  the 
whole  century,  and  the  mean  rate  for  every  ten  years  that 
century  is  divided  into. 

If  you  think  thefe  papers  merit  the  view  of  the  public, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  them.  I  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Y.  Z. 
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NUMBER  XXI. 


A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  front  Charles  Whitworth,  Efq\ 
Member  'of  Parliament^  on  reducing  the  Price  of  Coah^ 
and  Jupplying  the  Poor  and  middling  People^  in  Winter^ 
at  a  cheap  Rate, 

Gentlemen, 


AS  the  fabje£I  of  this  letter  may  come  very  properly 
under  your  plan,  as  a  Mufeum  Commerciale^  I  lhall  be 
very  glad  to  have  it  communicated  to  your  readers,  in 
hopes  that,  from  a  due  conlideration  of  the  benefit  which 
may  arife  to  the  poor,  in  the  enfuing  winter,  (more  parti¬ 
cularly,  if  it  fhould  prove  a  fevere  feafon)  it  may  receive 
fo  far  a  faniffion,  as  to  produce  fome  good  efFe£t: 

The  ufeful  hints  given  in  the  news-papers,  and  the  many 
^  good  regulations  which  have  proceeded  therefrom,  induce 
me  to  write  to  you  on  a  fubjeiSl:  which  has  been  much 
canvafled  j  but  no  remedy  feems  likely  to  be  eftablilhed  to 
cure  the  evil.  I  mean  the  exorbitant  price  of  the  necef- 
faries  of  life,  owing,  I  am  much  afraid,  to  combinations. 
But  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  fo  large  a  field,  and 
{ball  confine  myfelf  at  prefent  to  the  article  of  coals,  the 
provifion  for  which  Is  to  be  made  in  fummer.  1  hope, 
therefore,  perfons  will  take  into  confideration  what  muft 
be  the  mifery  of  the  poor  and  middling  fort  of  people  in 
cafe  of  a  fevere  frofl:  the  enfuing  winter;  nor  is  it  an  in- 
confiderable  matter  to  people  In  affluent  circumftances,  that 
their  fuel  fliould  be  at  fuch  an  amazing  price,  much  more 
than  I  imagine  it  ought  to  be  afforded  for;  at  leafl,  it  is 
worth  while  to  make  an  experiment,  the  progrefs  of  which 
may  bring- the  monopolifls,  if  fuch  there  be  in  this  ar- 
V''oL.  11.  N^.  7.  L  tide, 


*  We  readily  embrace  this  opportunity  of  obliging  a  cor- 
refpondent  whofe  feveral  communications  have  done  honour  to 
our  work.  It  were  much  to  be  wifhed  that  fo  humane  a  pro- 
pofal  may  be  eafily  carried  into  execution  :  certain  it  is  that 
many  perfons  of  diftinguifhed  rank  have  already  defined  to  be¬ 
come  fubfcribers  ;  and  if  the  intelligence  of  the  news-papers 
might  for  once  be  relied  on,  the  price  of  coals  is  at  prefent 
reduced,  and  expelled  to  be  much  more  fb,  upon  this  excellent 
fchenie  being  only  in  agitation.  A, 
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tide,  to  reafon:  and  as  whatever  may  be  for  the  benefit  | 
of  a  community,' fliould  be  publicly  offered  and  made  known,  ] 
without  any  mylferious  tr^fadions  to  carry  it  on,  I  would 
propofe  that  a  fet  of  gentlemen,  of  whom  I  will  very  will¬ 
ingly  make  one,  fhould  meet  together,  and  take  it  under 
their  cognizance,  whether  we  cannot  by  fubfcriptions 
bring  this  article  to  its  fair  true  price.,  I  am  very  far  from? 
meaning  to  deftroy  the  coal  trade  by  underfelling  at  a  lofs  i\ 
but  I  would  fo  order  it,  that  whoever  would  fell  at  a  mo¬ 
derate  profit  fhould  have  equal  advantage,  fo  that  it  may 
be  continued  during  the  winter;  otherwife  it  will  only 
promife  an  imaginary  relief,  and  turn  out  a  real  injury. 
The  method  I  would  therefore  point  out  is,  that  the  fub-1 
fcribers  fhould  have  an  amount  not  exceeding  half  thciri 
fubfcription-money  allowed  in  their  own  quantity  of  coals ; 
and  the  remainder  fhould  be  applied  in  procuring  a  flockf 
to  be  fold  out  all  the  winter  to  the  poor  and  middling  peopkj 
by  the  bufhel,  limiting  a  certain  number  of  ,bufhels  at  one( 
time  to  each  ;  fince,  as  thofe  perfons  cannot  afford  to  buyj 
more  than  may  juft  ferve  for  the  week,  or  fome  fhort  fpaecj 
of  time,  and  the  benefit  of  this  plan  is  intended  for  them.i. 
yet,  as  it  may  induce  perfons  to  become  contributors 
when  themfelves  are  interefted,  I  propofe  that  their  owr 
fupply  fhould  be  confidered  as  far  as  one  half,  and  the  re-i 
fidue  of  their  fubfcription-money  paid  when  the  end  k 
fully  anfwered,  this  being  intended  to  relieve  the  induftril 
ous  poor  in  an  article  fo  ncceffary  to  them.  ' 

If  any  gentlemen  are  inclined  to  contribute  towards  th^l 
execution  hereof,  and  will  apply  to  me  in  perfon,  I  w\\\ 
appoint  a  meeting  to  confider  further  of  this  fubje6f,  ii,. 
hopes  of  carrying  it  to  effe£l:. 

I  have  heard  of  a  propofal  to  furnifh  houfe-keepers  with 
coals  at  a  moderate  price,  by  engaging  to  take  a  quantity! 
.  but  that  does  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  hereby  intended,  foi, 
the  relief  and  conftant  fupply  of  the  poor  in  winter,  wh(^ 
cannot  afford  to  engage  before-hand,  but  are  neceffitated  tc 
purchafe  as  their  wages  are  paid,  generally  weekly.  ^ 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

March  26,  1764^  A  well-wifher  to  your  work, 

C.  Whitworth.!^ 
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NUMBER  XXII. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  fent  to  Dr.  Templeman,  Secretary  fh 
the  Society  for  promoting  Arts^  Sic'S  to  be  by  him  com^ ' 
municated  to  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  in  Recommen^ 
dation  of  a  new  Manure. 

SIR, 

AS  a  fartner,  like  a  chemift,  fliould  lofe  none  of  his 
^  materials,  but  make  even  his  wafhings,  runnings, 
and  refiduums,  turn  out  to  his  advantage,  I  have,  fent  you 
fome  account  of  an  experiment  1  have  made  in  manuring 
of  land,  which  I  beg  you  will  lay  before  the  committee  of 
agriculture,  that  they  may  communicate  it  to  others. 

I  am  poffefled,  Sir,  of  a  farm  of  near  three  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  and  have  in  my  yard,  what  you'ufually  fee 
in  moft' farmers  yards^  two  recefTes  or  pools,  as  rbfervoirs 
of  dung  and  water.  Thefe  refervoirs  in  tvet  weather  are 
continually  running  over  ;  and  of  courfe  part  of  the  matter 
contained  in  them  is  carried  off,  by  the  neceffary  drains, 
into  the  highways,  ditches,'' and  rivers.  *'  ^ 

As  much  of  the  effential  quality  of  the  dung  is  loft  in 
this  manner,  (for  part  of  the  falts,  whether  fixed  or  volatile, 
will  be  wafhed  into  the  pools,  and  when  they  over-run, 
will  be  conveyed  into  the  ditches,  I  thought  it  a  part 
of  good  hufbandry  to  carry  this  fuperabundant  water,  or 
manure,  (for  fo  we  may  juftly  call  it)  on  my  land,  which 
I  did  by  means  of  a  watering-cart  not  unlike  thofe  with 
which  the  roads  near  London  are  watered  in  the  fummer 
time  to  allay  the  duft. 

That  the  experiment  might  be  the  more  obvious  and 
certain,  I  firft  tried  it  (in  the  beginning  of  March,  1763) 
on  a  few  acres  in  the  middle  of  a  large  meadow,  and  on 
fome  lands  in  the  middle  of  a  large  field  of^wheat,  where, 
in  a  little  time,  I  found  a  confiderable  encreafe,  in  growth, 
both  of  grafs  and  grain  5  and  at  hay  time  and  harveft,  both 
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*  See  Volume  the  Firft,  No,  LV II.  page  245  j  and  No.  XIV. 
page  51,  of  this  Volume.  ^  , 
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the  one  and  the  other  were  much  better  crops  than  what 

the  fame  lands  produced  that  were  not  fo  manured. 

,  As  a  man,  or  even  a  boy,  with  one  of  thefe  carts,  and 
one  horfe,  may  manure  a  great  deal  of  land  in  a  day, 
provided  it  be  near  the  yard,  I  would  recommend  the 
pradlice  to  all  my  brother  farmers  ;  for  the  expence  is  no¬ 
thing,  but  the  value  of  the  time  of  the  boy  and  the  horfe  j 
and  the  encreafe,  by  what  I  have  feen,  will  be  very  great. 

I  have  fome  other  experiments  in  hand  for  the  benefit 
of  the  farmer,  and  of  the  public,  the  refult  of  which  I 
fhall,  by  your  means,  communicate  to  the  fociety,  and 
am, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  N. 

.  P.  S.  This  manure  may  be  alfo  laid,  to  great  advantage, 
on  land  that  is  frefh  fown  with  barley,  oats,  or  any  other 
grain  j  but  on  grafs  it  fhould  be  only  laid  in  the  winter  time, 
when  the  rains  will  wafh  the  falts  ofF  the  blade ;  or  in  the 
fpring,  when  the  lands  are  laid  up  for  hay;  as  the  cattle 
will  not  feed  on  the  grafs,  while  the  dung,  or  fait,  adheres 
to  the  blade  of  it. 

This  dung- water  fhould  likewife  be  carried  on  the  land, 
not  at  a  time  when  it  rains,  but  in  the  dry  weather,  and 
at  a  time  when  the  dung-water  in  the  pools  is  of  a  deep 
brown  colour,  and  ftrongly  impregnated  with  falts.  Ry 
this  means  the  land  may  be  manured  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  pools  kept  almoft  empty  for  the  reception  of  frefh 
matter  every  time  it  rains ;  and  nothing  will  be  loft. 


NUMBER  XXIII. 


A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  containing  a  Method  of  eff'eStually 
preventing  the  fudden  Overflowing  ef  little  Rivers  and 
Brooks  by  hajiy  Rains,  < 

t 


Gentlemen, 

TH  E  daily  papers  having  been  of  late  full  of  com¬ 
plaints  of  injuries  caufed  by  fudden  floods,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  communicate  to  the  public,  by  your 

m«ans. 
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means,  a  ftiort  method  of  effecSlually  preventing  them  in 
brooks  and  little  rivers. 

A  flood  is  caufed  by  a  ftoppage  of  the  water  in  its 
courfe,  fo  as  to  prevent  its  running  off  as  fail:  as  it  coines 
in.  Now,  if  the  egrefsy  or  going  out,  be  larger  than  the 
ingrefsy  or  coming  in,  that  place  can  never  be  flooded. 
Thus,  by  opening  the  courfe  of  the  river  Welland,  at 
Harborough,  in  Leiceiferfliire,  for  a  confiderable  way  be¬ 
low  the  bridge,  the  river  has  never  fince  rifen  out  of  its 
bed  to  overflow  the  town,  as  it  ufed  to  do,  before,  upon 
aimoft  every  fudden  hafl:y  rain. 

And  this  method  the  legiflature  has  inforced  by  enacting, 
in  moft  turnpike  a£ls,  that  the  commiflioners  fhould  give 
notice,  in  writing,  to  the  overfeers  of  the  highways  of  the 
feveral  parifhes  where  fuch  brooks  or  rivers  pafs,  to  open 
their  feveral  currents,  in  order  that  the  water  may  have  a 
free  pafTage ;  and  in  cafe  they  negleff  fo  to  do,  the  fur- 
veyor  is  ordered  to  hire  men  to  perform  the  work,  to  pay 
them,  and  to  charge  the  expence  of  fuch  work  to  the 
account  of  the  refpe£five  parifli  where  there  fhall  be 
fuch  negle61: ;  and  the  juffices  of  the  peace  are  ordered  to 
levy  the  fame  by  diftrefs,  and  fale  of  goods. 

Many  very  bad  accidents  have  been  occafioned  fre¬ 
quently  by  fuch  negle£i:s  :  the  author  of  this  letter,  him- 
felf,  faw  one  Mr.  Corbet  A£lon^  a  grocer,  in  Ludgate- 
Street,  London,  taken  out  of  the  wafh  in  the  parifli  of 
^outh  Mlmmsy  in  the  great  road  leading  from  London  to 
St.  Alban’s,  drowned  in  a  flood,  occafioned  by  a  fudden 
dafli  of  rain  in  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year  1758. 
If  this  letter  has  the  good  effe£f  the  writer  wiflies  it  may, 
to  inform  furveyors,  and  prevent  fuch  accidents  for  the 
future,  it  will  amply  anfwer  the  writer’s  end. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

London,  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

March  19,  1764.  Y.  Z. 


N  U  M- 
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NUMBER  XXIV. 

J  -p  f'  -T 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  the  Method  of  fattening  Geefc  t& 

the  heji  Advantage. 

Gentleman, 

A  Well-fatted  goofe  is  an  excellent  difh  ;  and,  m 
fome  farms,  the  country  dames  get  a  great  deal  of  mo¬ 
ney  in  a  year,  by  felling  a  number  of  them  in  the  fe^fon# 
I  am  willing  to  teach  them  a  method  of  fattening  thefe  birds, 
fo  as  to  give  their  fiefh  a  higher  flavour,  and  yet  not  coil 
them  fo  much  as  they  generally  do  before  they  are  carried^ 
to  market. 

I  mufl:  firfl:  premife,  that  the  more  quiet  and  undifturbed 
they  ar^  kept,  the  fafter  and  better  they  fatten. 

1  fhall  begin  with  what  are  ufually  called  green 
thefe  the  country  houfewives  feldom  attempt  fattening,  on 
account  of  the  imaginary  difficulty,  for  they  think  all  the 
meat  they  can  give  them,  only  makes  them  grow,  in  bulk, 
the  fafter. 

Let  thefe  young  geefe  be  put  in  a  place  that  is  almoft 
dark,  'and  be  fed  with  fome  ground  malt,  mixed  up  with 
milk  ;  and  they  will,  very  foon,  and  at  very  little  expence, 
be  fit  to  kill:  I  have  often  tried  this  method,  and  have 

found  them  to  eat  very  delicioufly. 

I  fometimes  fatten  them  in  a  ftill  cheaper  way,  efpecially 
when  milk  is  fcarce  with  me :  I  mix  up  fome  barley  rneal 
pretty  thick  with  water,  which  they  conftantly  have  by 
them  to  eat  as  they  chufe  :  in  another  part  of  the  fhed,  where 
they  are  kept,  is  a  pan  with  fome  boiled  oats  and^  water, 
for  them  to  refort  to  when  they  are  inclined  to  change  tbcic 
food :  this  variety  is  agreeable  to  them,  and  they  thrive 
apace,  being  fo  fatted  at  lefs  expence  than  in  any  other 
manner  I  know  of. 

The  manner  in  which  I  manage  my  Michaelmas,  or 
ftubble  geefe,  is  not  very  different  from  that  above  de- 
feribed  :  immediately  after  harveft  I  turn  them  on  the 
wheat  eddifhes,  where  they  pick  up  flefli  apace  j  but  when 
I  take  them  up  to  fatten,  I  feed  them  with  ground  malt, 

cf  mixed 
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mixed  up  with  water,  and  give  them  with  it  holled'oits, 
hoired  malt,  or  boiled  harley,  and  fdmeiimes,  for  change, 
even  boiled  wheat  and  water.  Thus  niah^aged,  they  grow 
fatter,  and  acquire  a  finer  flavour  than  would  at  firft  be 
imagined,  greatly  fuperior  to  almofl:  any'  I  have  feen**in 
the  London  markets. 

A  neighbour  of  mine,  fome  few  years  ago,  gave  me  the 

following  caution  :  he  obferved,  tHat  geefe  ufually  fit,  efpe- 

cially  in  the  night  time,  with  their' beaks  or  bills  bn  their 

rumps,  whence,  he  (aid,  they  fuck  out*  mofl:  of 'their  hioi- 

fture  and  fatnefs,  by  means  of  a  fmall  bunch  of  feathers, 

which  (lands  upright  on  their  rumps,  and  is  always  ihoift : 

he  advifed  me  always  to  cut  away  this  bunch  of  feathers, 

before  I  put  my  geefe  up  to  fattening,  which  would  bcca- 

(Ion  them  to  fatten  in  much  lefs  time,  and  with  much  lefs 
1  ‘  1  ^ 
meat,  than  otherwife. 

i  have,  it  is  true, ‘  followed  his  diredlions  ever  fince,  as  I 
was  fentible  it  could  do  no  harm ;  but  I  own  I  do  not  per¬ 
ceive  any  faving  in  it :  a  great  deal  more,  1  believe,  depends 
on  the  manner  of  feeding  them,  and  the  quality  of  th'e  fdod 
you  give  them,  after  they  are  put  up. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  informing  you  what 
Tam  told  is  the  J ewijh  of  fattening  this  bird; 

which  people  are,  by  fome,  efteemed  very  (killful  feeders 
of  it. 

The  firft  ftep  they  take  is,  to  wrap  the  goofe  up  in  linen ; 
after  which  they  (lop  her  ears  with  peas,  and  hang  her  up 
in  a  dark  place,  where,  neither  hearing  nor  feeing  any 
thing,"  (he  remains,  as  it  were,  in  a  (late  of  ftupidity,  nei¬ 
ther  (Iruggling  nor  crying. 

After  this  preparation,  they  give  her,  three  times  a  day, 
pellets,  made  of  ground  malt  or  barley,  mixed  up  with  wa¬ 
ter,  fetting,  within  her  reach,  water  and  gravel  in  a  pan.  In 
this  manner  do  thefe  people,  as  they  fay,  make  them  fo 
fat,  that,  without  feeing  it,  one  can  fcarcely  form  an  idea 
of  it. 

As  I  have  this  only  from  information,  I  do  not  abfolutely 
depend  on  the  truth  of  the  relation  :  it  will,  however,  be 
eafy  for  fome  of  your  London  readers  to  inform  themfelves 
of  the  truth  of  it;  and  whether  this  is,  or  ever  was,  their 

method 
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method  of  fattening  geefe:  living  in  the  country,  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  Jews  in  my'neighbourhood,  I  have  no  opportunity 
®f  making  the  enquiry  myfelf. 

I  mull  however  allow,  that  there  is  a  poffibility,  if  not 
a  probability  of  its  truth,  as  filence  and  darknefs  greatly 
forward,  to  my  knowledge,  the  fattening  of  this  delicious 
bird  :  I  have  fome  thoughts  of  making  the  experiment  niy- 
lelf  the  next  feafon ;  though  I  am  fenfible  it  will  not  do  to 
adopt  as  a  general  pradice,  being  too  troublefome,  as  it 
would  take  up  too  much  time  to  attend  any  number  of  them 
in  this  fufpended  Hate. 

I  fatten  my  ducks  in  the  fame  manner  as  my  geefe, 
except  that  I  allow  them  a  large  pan  of  water  to  dabble  in  j 
and  I  find  it  anfwer  extremely  well. 

I  have  already  detained  you,  perhaps,  too  long  on  a  fub- 
je«5l  fome  of  your  readers  may  pollibly  think  but  little  inte- 
relling ;  yet  I  mull  beg  their  patience  for  yet  a  little  while. 

I  keep  a  very  confiderable  number  of  ducks  for  breeders, 
having,  near  my  houfe,  the  convenience  of  feveral  ponds  | 
and  I  annually  fet  in  the  fpring  a  great  number  of  duck- 
eggs  under  hens :  it  is  therefore  natural  I  Ihould  chufc 
fuch  a  breed  as  will  lay  me  a  large  llofe  of  eggs ;  and  I  have 
always  found  fuch  as  have  their  bills  turn  up  rather  more 
than  ordinary,  to  anfwer  this  purpofe  bell. 

I  am  very  fenfible  you  will  have  in  your  colledlion  (con¬ 
vinced  by  what  I  have  already  feen  of  it)  many  letters  on 
fubjeds  much  more  important  than  this ;  yet,  as  it  is  con- 
fefledly  ufeful,  and  may  ferve  as  a  leflbn  of  inllru£lion  to 
farmers  wives,  who  Ihould  be  thought  «of  as  well  as  their 
hulbands,  1  hope  you  will  give  it  a  place. 

I  expetSl  others  of  your  correfpondents  will  foon  follow  my 
example,  and  improve  thefe  ufeful  dames  in  the  methods 
of  making  cheefe  and  butter,  which,  though  they  may  to 
fome  appear  trifling,  are  fubje(91s  well  worthy  of  being 
treated  of  in  your  excellent  colIecElion  of  papers, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Eflex,  ~  Your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

March  2,  1764.  A  Landholder, 

On  the  Borders  of  Epping  Foreft, 


Mufeum  Rufticum, 


For  APRIL,  1764. 


VOLUME  the  SECOND. 


NUMBER  XXV. 

'  •  •  1 
J  Letter  to  the  Editors^  from  a  paPAcal  Farmer^  being  a 

Conclufion  of  the  Account  of  the  Culture  and  Management 

of  Colefeed  in  the  Pen  Countries,  —  (See  Vol.  I,  Numbed 

XCVII.  page  4185  for  tfae  former  Part.) 

‘Gentlemen,  ^ 

GREEABLE  to  rny  promife  in  my  laft,  I  fhall 
now  proceed  to  the  ufes  v/e  put  the  colefeed  to 
when  it  is  arrived  to  its  utmoft  perfe6fion  in  th'ci 
plant  progreffion. 

We  eat  it  off  with  fheep  that  are  about  half  pr  three 
parts  fat,  to  make  them  fit  for  the  butcher ;  for  colefeed  is 
the  moft  fattening  food  for  fheep  that  is  known  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  greatly  exceeding  turneps,  as  a  fheep  will 
thrive  more  at  colefeed  in  one  month  than  it  will  at  tur¬ 
neps  in  two. 

The  ufual  time  of  putting  them  in  to  the  feed  is  about 

Michaelmas:  that  however  depends  upon  the  farmers  own 

« 

conveniency ;  but  if  the  fheep  are  poorer  than  as  above 
VojL,  II.  N^.  8.  M  deferibed. 


So  MUSEUM  HUSTICUM 
defcribed,  they  muft  beput  infooner. — We  generally  manage 
'  fo  as  to  have  the  feed  eaten  ofF  by  about  Old  Candlemas, 
for  this  reafon ;  if  the  land  be  flout  and  good,  there  is  a 
chance  for  the  feed  to  fland  for  a  crop. 

If  the  farmer  finds  the  feed  good  enough  to  fland  for  a 
crop,  I  would  advife  him,  if  the  flumps  or  flalks  be  left 
'^high,  as  where  the  colefeed  is  flrong  and  good  is  mofily 
the  cafe,  to  fet  a  man  to  mow  down  the  flumps  within 
three  or  four  inches  of  the  ground  ;  otherwife  he  will  find 
his  crop  will  receive  great  damage  by  the  flumps  being  left 
very  fhagged  and  torn,  which  lets  in  the  wet,  and  rots 
abundance  of  them ;  and  even  thofe  that  do  grow  have 
.  not  the  vigour  as  thofe  have  that  are  mowed,  for  the  for¬ 
mer  is,  as  it  were,  fpread  to  the  fnow  and  rain,  while  the 
latter  is  wholly  fecured  from  them  both,  and  will  fupport 
the  fprouts,  that  fhoot  out  at  the  fides,  with  flrength  and 
vigcur. 

I  have  now  nothing  more  to  offer  till  the  colefeed  comes 
into  the  flower,  and  begins  to  fet  the  pod,  in  which  the 
feed  lies. 

Notwithflanding  we  have  got  thus  far,  and  have  been 
flattering  ourfelves  with  the  pleafing  prorpe6l  of  a  fine  and 
profitable  crop,  it  too  often  happens  we  are  awakened  from  , 
the  pleafure  of  this  golden  dream  by  a  very  fmall  green  fly, 
which  fo  thickly  befets  the  pod,  that  frequently  a  very 
promifing  crop  is  almofl  totally  deflroyed. 

But  as  we  have  upon  a  fuppofition  efcaped  all  other  dan¬ 
gers,  we  will  fuppofe  ourfelves  fo  happy  as  to  efcape  tins 
air*,  and  will  proceed  to  reaping  and  threfhing. 

Colefeed  is  a  feed  that  will  fhed  or  fhale  very  greatly,  if 
it  is  not  reaped  in  proper  time;  from  which  great  lofles 
have  been  known  where  the  farmer  has  thoughtlefsly  let  it 
iland  too  long  before  he  begins  to  reap. 

If  the  feafon  has  been  kind,  that  the  crop  comes  on  all 
together,  (though  we  often  fee  the  contrary)  the  farmer  is, 
in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  as  foon  as  he  perceives  any  part  of 
it  to  turn  brownifh,  to  begin  to  cut,  notwithflanding  the 
generality  of  the  feed  will  be  green;  but  if  you  let  the 

whole: 
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whole  ft^nd  till  the  laft  becomes  brown,  like  the  firft,  the 
£rft  part  will  be  entirely  loft. 

But  it  will  perhaps  be  faid.  Should  not  the  latter  part  be 

ripe  as  the  firft?  My  reply  is.  As  colefeed  is  a  fmall  feed, 
and  the  ftalks  on  which  it  grows  are  very  large,  the  ftalk 
wiH  feed  that  part  that  is  green,  after  it  is  reaped,  fo  as  that 
the  latter  will  be  nearly  equal  to  the  firft ;  by  which  means 
both  are  faved. 

There  is  a  particular  method  of  laying  it  on  the  ground, 
when  reaped,  difFefent  from  all  other  crops ;  for  inftance, 
fuppofe  the  people  reaping  a  field  from  north  to  fouth, 
every  two  men  fhould  lay  in  his  reaps,  with  the  heads  of  the 
feed  to  each  other,  but  not  to  touch,  the  heads  and  the 
ends  of  the  ftalks  lying  eaft  and  weft. 

As  we  have  now  reaped  it,  the  next  ftep  is  the 
threfhing. 

The  diftance  of  time  between  reaping  and  threfhing  de¬ 
pends  fo  entirely  upon  the  weather,  that  it  is  impoftible  to 
give  particular  dire^fions  in  that  matter,  otherwife  than  that 
when  the  feed  has  lain  till  the  ftalk  or  ft  raw  is  dead,  and 
turned  white,  and  the  feed,  fome  of  it  being  rubbed  out  of 
the  cojh^  appears  black  and  plump,  and  does  readily  come 
out,  then  is  the  time  to  begin  to  threfh. 

Though  the  bottom  of  the  reaps  will  be  a  little  greenifh, 
they  muft  not  be  turned  to  weather  the  under  fide;  if  you 
do^  it  will  brufti  out  a  great  deal  of  the  top  fide  :  and  if  the 
weather  fhould  prove  wet  in  the  time  it  is  threfhing,  even 
in  that  cafe  it  muft  not  be  turned,  but  raifed  up  gently 
and  laid  lightly  on  the  ftubs;  in  that  fituation  it  will  dry 
a-pace  :  it  is  commonly  done  in  the  morning  of  threflfmg, 
as  by  fuch  time  the  bolfter  is  made,  and  the  people 
have  breakfafted,  the  firft  raifed  will  be  fit  to  begin  upon. 

It  is  always  threfhed  in  the  field,  upon  a  cloth  about 
twenty  yards  long,  and  eighteen  yards  wide.  To  deferibe 
each  perfon’s  employment,  I  think,  is  not  to  be  done,  fo 
that  a  perfon  that  never  faw  it  can  have  an  idea  of  it ; 
but,  as  it  is,  I  think,  (if  every  perfon  concerned  in  a  colefeed 
faley  for  that  is  the  name  we  giye  the  cloth  and  people 
^  Jvl  2  whpji 
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when  at  work,  be  clever  in  their  places)  a  curious  piece  of 
mechanifni,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  where  men 
and  women  are  inftead  of  wheels  and  pullies,  I  will,  a§ 
well  as  I  can,  give  your  readers  a  ihort  Iketch  of  their  pro? 
feedings'.  ' 

The  number  of  people  employed  at  a  colefeed  fale  are, 
generally,  about  twenty  :  feven  gatherers  ;  thefe  are  women, 
great  boys  and  girls :  I  have  faid  feven  ;  but  where  the  crop 
is  thin,  it  requires  more,  fometimes  eight  or  ten,  or  more ;  but 
\vhere  the  crop  is  thick,  a  lefs  number  may  do;  that  I  mention 
a  kind  of  average :  thefe  people  gather  the  reaps  up  with  a 
fickle,  for,  as  their  arms  cannot  reach  round  the  reaps,  they 
would  fquee^e  it  together,  and  brufh  a  deal  of  feed  out,  if 
they  had  no  fickle :  they  put  it  into  a  fheet  called  a  bear¬ 
ing*  fheet,  of  which  there  are  two  belonging  to  every  fale  ;  it 
is  about  ten  feet  long,  and  about  feven  feet  wide,  and  has 
loops  on  each  fide,  through  which  a  light  pole  is  put,  an4 
is  carried  (when  filled)  by  two  flout  men  to  the  cloth :  thefe 
are  called  the  bearers. 

When  the  feed  is  laid  on  the  cloth,  there  is  a  man  called 
the  layer-on:  he  with  a  fickle  lays  it  on  in  a' roWj  acrofs 
the  cloth,  for  the  threjhersy  which  are  four,  two  on  eachTide 
the  row  of  feed.  While  the  threfhers  are  threfliing  the  firft 
row,  or  floor,  the  layer- on  lays  on  another  row  at  a  proper 
diflance  from  the  other :  when  they  have  threfhed  the  firfl 
TOW  once  over,  a  woman  with  a  rake-fhaft,  or  fome  fuch 
thing,  follows  the  threfhers  and  turns  it :  when  they  have 
(threfhed  the  fecond  once  over,  they  turn  to  the  firfl,  and 
threfh  it  all  a  fecond  time  :  they  have  then  done  their  parts  5 
but  as  the  threfhers  go  over  it  the  fecond  and  laft  time, 
there  are  two  men,  called  Jhakers-off,  that  immediately  fol¬ 
low  the  threfhers :  the  firfl  of  them  throws  the  colefeed 
flraw  up;  the  other  ftrikes  it  as  it  rifes,  which  helps  to 
knock  out  v/hat  feed  may  be  left :  thefe  two  men,  with 
‘wooden  forks,  for  that  purpofe,  convey  the  flraw  off  the 
cloth,  over  the  bolfler,  to  a  perfon  that  takes  it  away  ;  he 
is  called  the  yack  Jiraw. 

I  muff:  now  turn  back  to  the  fliakers-ofF.  After  them 
come  two  people,  one  a  woman  :  Jhey  rake  off  the  cofnea. 
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Of  pods,  and  fhort  broken  ftraws,  with  rakes  made  for  that 
purpofe :  thefe  are  called  the  before  and  behind  cavers.  The 
behind  caver  is  a  very  bu fy  and  hard  work,  if  done  cleverly 
as  it  ought  to  be  ;  and  upon  whom  depends  the  faving,  or 
throwing  away,  a  great  dealof  feed;  fo  that  he  is  commonly 
a  nimble  and  brifk  fellow,  and  careful  too,  or  he  is  by  not 
means  fit  for  that  place. 

We  will  now  fuppofe  wc  have  threfhed  one  day’s  work. 
If  the  feed  be  a  good  crop,  and  yield  well,  and  the  weather 
bright,  that  the  feed  threfh  well,  thirty  *  combs  may  be 
threlhed,  fometimes  more:  as  this  may  be  done  in  a  good 
crop,  I  have  known,  in  a  bad  crop,  not  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  combs  threlhed  in  a  day. 

The  method  of  cleaning  the  feed  is,  the  four  threfhers, 
and  others  if  they  chufe  it,  go  early  next  morning,  and  caft 
it  on  the  cloth,  v/hen  the  farmer,  udth  facks  and  a  wag¬ 
gon,  takes  it  away,  that  the  cloth  is  cleared  and  ready  againfi: 
the  people  come  to  work.  The  threfhers  and  their  aififi- 
ants  are  paid  for  cleaning  or  drefiing  the  feed,  by  the  lafi, 

, which  is  twenty-one  comb,  over  and  above  their  day- 
wages. 

The  farmer  fhould  take  care  his  facks  be  whole  and 
ftrong,  or  it  will  run  out  at  a  fmall  hole. 

From  the  many  hazards  that  colefeed  is  fubjeif'  to,  it  is  a 
faying  in  the  fens,  that  colefeed  is  never  got  till  the  fanner 
has  got  the  money  for  it  in  his  pocket, 

Notwithftanding  I  have  taken  a  little  trouble  to  dc- 
fcribe  the  various  employments  of  the  people  at  work  in  a 
colefeed  fale,  I  doubt  but  few  that  never  faw  fuch  a 
thing  can  have  any  idea  of  it,  for  it  certainly  is  the  mofi: 
curious  and  entertaining  fight  (when  each  perfon  per- 
fedtly  knows  his  or  her  part,  and  fiirs  brifkly  in  it)  in  the 
rural  feenes  of  life, 

I  have 

*  A  comb  is  four  Winchefter  bufhels,  but  our  mcafure  is 
jnoltly  eight  gallons  and  a  quart. 

’y  ,  i  ' 
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I  have  now,  as  I  promifed,  gone  through  the  various 
progreflive  fteps  of  the  agriculture  of  colefeed  in  the  fens, 
from  the  plow  to  the  merchant  *, 

I  am, 

Gentlemens 

Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

I  ]• 

P.  S.  I  fhould,  when  I  was  fpeaking  of  the  bearers  in 
a  colefeed  fale,  have  told  you,  that  inftead  of  bearers, 
fome  people  ufe  what  they  call  colefeed  carts,  with  one 
horfe :  they  are  made  wide  arnl  long,  as  conveniency  will 
admit  of,  (as  I  never  ufed  any,  I  cannot  exactly  fay  the 
fi&e)  with  a  fbeet  laid  into  it,  into  which  they  gather  the 
€olefeed  ;  but  as  they  are  vngain  to  empty  on  the  cloth, 
and  require  more  help  than  the  boy  that  leads  the  horfe, 
tl^iey  are  not  much  ufed.  If  we  have  no  lefs  than  feven 
comb  an  acre,  we  do  not  call  it  a  bad  crop.  The  value 
of  it  depends  upon  the  price,  which  fluctuates  much. 

n  I  nn  m- 1 1  ir n  -11  .1. 

NUMBER  XXVI. 

T/s  the  Editors  of  the  Museum  Rusticum. 

Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  tranfcribed  the  certificate  fent  to  the  fociety 
for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  manufactures,  and  comr 
merce,  relative  to  the  fuccefs  that  attended  the  trials  made 
laft  harveft,  in  Northamptonfhire,  of  mowing  wheat  in  a 
new  way  ;  and,  as  I  judge  it  will  not  be  an  unacceptable 
article  in  your  book,  I  have  fent  it  to  you  to  infert,  it  you 

think  proper.  I  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant^ 

Y.  Z. 

A  Certl- 

*  We  hope  this  gentleman  will  frequently  favour  us  with 
his  thoughts.  O. 


I 
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A  Certificate  from  feveral  intelligent  Farmers^  and  others^ 

living  in  Northamptonftiire,  refpeSting  the  Advantages 

of  the  Hainault  Scythe^  which  they  faw  tried  laji  HarveJ}^ 

in  mowing  Wheat, 

WE  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubferibed  have  feen, 
and  moft  of  us  perfonally  tried,  the  ufe  of  the  Hainault 
fcythe,  brought  to  us  by  Mr,  Roland  Charles  Breaux  j  and 
we  declare  as  follows :  That  a  labourer  here  may^  cut 
wheat  near  twice  as  faft  with  this  fcythe  as  he  can  with 
a  fickle  ;  and  allowance  ihoald  be  made  for  a  labourer  here 
not  being  fo  well  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  this  fcythe,  as 
of  the  fickle :  the  work  is  much  eafier,  it  is  much  neater 
done,  it  leaves  no  wafte,  and  the  ftraw  is  cut  within  two 
inches  of  the  ground  ;  and  if  the  binders  are  ready  laid, 
children  can  tie  the  fheaves,  and  then  they  are  ready  for 
carriage  ;  for  he  who  cuts,  colle61s  the  wheat  with  his 
hook,  as  he  goes,  and  lays  it  regularly  on  the  binders  5 
whereas  the  fickle  leaves  fix,  or  eight,  or  nine  inches  of 
ftubble. 

The  objeeSfions  that  we  have  heard  made  to  the  ufe  of 
the  fcythe  are,  (viz.) 

Firft,  That  it  leaves  no  ftubble,  an  ufeful  material  for 
thatching. 

Secondly,  That  the  weeds  are  gathered  with  the  wheat. 

Thirdly,  I'hat  the  gleaners  get,  lefs  than  when  they  fol¬ 
low  the  fickle,  and  that  is  hard  upon  the  poor. 

\ 

To  which  objections  we  give  the  following  anfwcrs. 

Firft,  That  long  ftraw  is  better  than  ftubble  for  thatch¬ 
ing  ;  that  long  ftraw  is  by  this  method  furnifhed ;  neither 
is  the  ftraw  threfhed,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  for  the  fheaf  is 
threftied  only  where  the  ear  is ;  the  reft  remaps  entire,  and 
the  Iheaves  arc  not  untied  :  therefore  there  is  more  ftraw, 
and  it  is  better  for  thatchino;. 

o 

Secondly,  In  the  country  where  this  fcythe  is  ufed,  as 
we  are  told,  the  poor,  who  would  otherwife,  colled  the 
ftraggled  corn,  have  it  delivered  to  them  ready  colleded; 

3  • -  and 
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afid  as  the, quantity  of  corn  inned  by  this  method  is  rilucFi 
*  greater,  the  price  of  it  confequently  is  lefs,  whereby  the 
poor  man  is  greatly  eafed  in  buying  his  bread. 

Thirdly,  The  weeds  are  gathered  with  the  wheat.  True  ^ 
but  when  they  come  to  be  dry,  they  eafily  (hake  out :  be- 
fides,  Mr.  Roland  fays,  that  in  his  country  they  leave, 
if  the  weather  be  fair,  the  (heaves  in  the  field  for  two  or 
three  days,  that  the  weeds  may  dry,  and  that  the  dew  may 
plump  the  ear. 

Mr.  Roland  farther  informs  us^  and  we  know  how  to 
perform  it,  that  the  (heaves  of  wheat  may  be  kept  from 
the  injuries  they  would  receive  froni  the  damp  of  the 
earth,  by  placing  them  in  the  following  manner. 

Suppofe  three  tobacco-pipes,  the  bowl  to  reprefent  the 
ftraw  end  of  a  wbeat-(heaf,  the  little  end  to  reprefent  that 
where  the  ears  are:  lay  the  pipe  down  ;  lay  the  little  end 
of  another  over  the  part  of  the  firft  which  is  near  the  bowl  | 
lav  a  third  down  in  a  triangle,  fo  that  the  little  end  of  that 
may  lie  over  the  bowl  end  of  the  fecond,  and  the  bowl 
end  of  the  third  lie  under  the  little  end  of  the  firft:  theri 
will  the  little  ends,  which  reprefent  the  ears,  never  touch 
the  ground,  and  confequently  will  be  kept  dry. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  We  think 
ourfelves  obliged  to  Mr.  Roland  Charles  Breaux  for  his 
inftrudlions,  his  civil  behaviour  and  communicative  dif- 
pofition  towards  us,  which  we  do  hereby  acknowledge 
and  give  our  teftimony  of. 

Witnefs  our  hands,  this  12th  day  of  September^  1763^ 


w. 

P. 

j. 

H. 

E. 

E. 

A. 

F. 

j- 

W. 

W. 

h: 

V. 

B. 

R. 

B. 

R. 

C. 

R. 

L. 

w. 

B. 

R. 

w, 

W. 

R. 

*  Said  to  be  one-eighth  more;  but  that  cannot  certainly  be 
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NUMBER  XXVII. 

Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  a  Method  of  making  Mead^ 
that  will  be  nearly  as  good  as  fome  foreign  Wines* 

Gentlemen, 

I  Imagine  it  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  you,  to  receive  a 
letter  on  the  fubje^tof  making  good  mead:  it  is  a  li¬ 
quor  many  are  fond  of,  and  univerfally  allowed  to  be 
very  wholefome. 

I'  have  feveral  methods  of  making  it,  according  to  the 
degree  of  ftrength  I  would  have  it  of;  and,  I  believe,  I  may 
venture  to  fay  that  few  people  can  give  their  friends  a  glafs 
of  better  mead,  I  am  fond  of  it  myfelf,  becaufe  it  is  a 
truly  EngliJ})  liquor^  and,  I  believe;  as  well  fuited  as  any  to 
a  robuft  Englilh  conftitution. 

My  firft  and  belt  fort  I  make  as  follows.  Of  this  1 
make  generally  a  hogfhead  every  year.  To  one  hundred 
and  twenty  gallons  of  pure  water,  the  fofter  the  better,  I  , 
put  fifteen  gallons  of  clarified  honey.  When  the  honey  is 
well  mixed  with  the  water,  I  fill  my  copper,  the  fame  I 
ufe  for  brewing,  which  holds  only  fixty  gallons,  and  boil 
it  till  it  is  reduced  about  a  fourth  part :  I  then  draw  it 
ofF,  and  boil  the  remainder  of  the  liquor  in  the  fame  man- 
.ner.  When  this  laft  is  about  a  fourth  part  wafted,  I  fill 
.  up  the  copper  with  fome  of  that  which  was  firft  boiled, 
and  continue  boiling  it;  and ‘filling  it  up,  till  the  copper  con¬ 
tains  the  whole  of  the  liquor,  or  muft  ;  by  which  time  it  is 
of  courfe  half  evaporated. 

I  muft  obferve  that,  in  boiling,  I  never  take  off*  the 
fcum;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  it  well  mixed  w^ith  the 
liquor,  whilft  boiling,  by  means  of  a  jet. 

When  this  is  done,  I  draw  it  off  into  under-backs  'by  a 
cock  at  the  bottom  of  the  copper,  where  I  let  it  remain 
till  it  is  only  as  warm  as  new  milk.  At  this  time  I  tun  it 
up,  and  fuft'er  it  to  ferment  in  the  veffel,  where  it  will  form 
a  thick  head.  As  foon  as  it  has  done  working,  I  ftop  it 
V^oL,  IL  N^.  8.*  N  down 
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down  very  dofe,  in  order  to  keep  the  air  from  it  as  much 
as  pofilble. 

I  keep  this,  as  well  as  all  my  mead,  in  a  cellar,  or  vault, 
I  have  for  the  purpofe,  being  very  deep  and  cool,  and  the 
door  (huts  fo  clofe,  as  to  keep  out,  in  a  manner,  aH  theout- 
ward  air ;  fo  that  the  liquor  is  always  in  the  fame  tempera¬ 
ture,  being  not  at  all  afFeded  by  change  of  weather :  and 
to  this  I  attribute,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  goodnefs  of  my 
mead. 

Before  I  had  this  vault  dug  and  made,  I  ufed  to  bury 
my  calks  deep  in  the  ground,  as  the  Romans  ferved  their 
wines,  leaving  them  fo  buried  three  months  at  lead.  This, 
I  found,  was  of  great  fervice  in  mellowing  the  liquor  ;  but 
it  ruined  my  calks  fo,  that  I  was  in  a  few  years  tired  of 
the  pradice,  and  made  the  vault  above  mentioned. 

Another  proportion  I  have  of  making  mead  is,  ta  allow 
eighty  pounds  of  purified  honey  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
gallons  of  foft  water,  which  I  manage,  in  the  making,  in 
all  refpe6ls,  like  that  firft  above  mentioned  5  and  it  proves 
very  pleafant,  good,  light  drinking,  and  is  by  many  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  other,  which  is  much  richer,  and  has  a  fuller 
flavour ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  is  more  inebriating,  and 
apt  to  make  the  head  ach  if  drank  in  too'  large  quantities : 
therefore,  upon  the  whole,  I  imagine  the  lafl:  to  be  the 
proportion  that  makes  the  wholefomeft  liquor  for  common 
drinking,  the  other  being  rather,  when  properly  preferved, 
a  rich  cordial,  fomething  like  fine  old  Malaga,  which, 
when  in  perfedion,  is  efleemed  the  beft  of  the  Spanilh’ 
wines. 

I  chufe,  in  general,  to  have  this  liquor  pure  and  ge¬ 
nuine,  though  many  love  it  befl:  when  it  has  an  aromatic 
flavour.— Such  mix  elder,  rofcmary,  and  marjoram  flowers 
with  it,  and  ufe  cinnamon,  cloves,  ginger,  pepper,  and 
cardamoms,  in  various  proportions  according  to  their  tafle. 
Others  put  in  a  mixture  of  thime,  eglantine,  marjoram, 
and  rofemary,  with  various  fpices ;  but  I  do  not  approve 
this  lafl:  praaice  at  all,  as  green  herbs  are  apt  to  make 

mead 
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mead  drink  flat,  and  too  many  cloves,  befides  influencing 
it  greatly  in  the  taftc,  make  it  high  coloured. 

•1  never  bottle  my  mead  before  it  is  half  a  year  old,  and, 
when  I  do,  I  take  care  to  have  k  well  corked,  and  keep 
it  in  the  fame  vault  wherein  it  flood  whilft  in  the  cafk. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Surry,  Your  humble  fervant, 

Feb.  29,  1764.  A  Rusticated  Student. 


NUMBER  XXYIII. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  the  Method  of  raifmg  fine  Straw¬ 
berries^  GoofeberrleSy  and.  Currants, 

Gentlemen, 

Having  many  years  ago  retired  from  a  life  of 
bufinefs  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  the 
country,  it  was  natural  for  me  to  take  fome  delight  in 
having  my  garden  well  flored  with  at  leafl:  the  ordinary 
kinds  of  fruit :  I  am  not  very  fond  of  fuch  as  require  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  and  are  very  expenfive  in  their  cul¬ 
tivation,  being  fenflble  that,  when  brought  to  maturity, 
they  afford,  at  beft,  but  a  momentary  gratification. 

Some  of  your  readers  may,  perhaps,  be  furprifed  at  my 
tafte  being  fo  depraved  ;  but  yet,  I  affure  you,  that  I  prefer 
fine  ftrawberries  to  pine-apples,  and  I  am  fure  they  are  to 
be  procured  at  much  lefs  expence. 

I  have  of  them  of  feveral  kinds ;  and  the  fruit,  in  the 
feafon,  is  in'  great  perfection,  being  large,  and  poffefling  a 
fine  flavour.  Thefe  I  procure  with  no  great  trouble  or 
difficulty  in  the  cultivation. 

I  plant  them  in  regular  rows  on  beds  three  feet  wide. 
The  foil  I  chufe  for  them  is  a  good,  natural,  frefli,  rich 
loam :  the  lefs  it  requires  of  manure  the  better,  the  fruit 
being  the  fweeter  and  finer. 

On  each  of  thefe  beds  above  mentioned,  I  plant  three 
rows  of  plants,  In  quincunx  order,  at  fifteen  inches  diffance 

N  %  every 
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every  way ;  and  I  rather  chufe  to  plant  them  each  on  a 

little  hillock,  as  it  were,  fomething  in  imitation  of  hops.  i 

Between  the  beds  are  intervals  of  the  fame  width. 

My  next  care  is,  by  frequent  hoeing,  to  keep  my  plants 
as  clear  from  weeds  as  poffible,  by  which  they  are  fare  to 
be  fupplied  with  plenty  of  nourilhment ;  a  matter  of  great 
Gonfequence,  particularly  when  the  fruit  is  fet,  as  then 
they  require  moft,  and  the  weeds  are  alfo  at  that  feafon 
moft  luxuriant :  I  therefore  then  ftir  the  earth  with  the 
hoe  often,  which  anfwers,  as  I  faid  before,  a  double 
purpofe. 

I  obferve  to  keep  my  plants  as  clear  as  poffible  from 
runners ;  by  which  means  my  fruit  is  larger,  and  fooner 
ripe,  than  it  would  otherv/ife  be. 

When  my  ftrawberry  plants  have  borne  fruit  two  fuc- 
ceflive  years  on  the  beds,  I  get  the  alleys,  or  intervals,  dug 
up  and  prepared,  into  which  I  tranfplant  them  in  the  fame 
manner  they  were  planted  in  the  firft-mentioned  beds, 
which  then  become  in  their  turn  the  intervals. 

Here  they  remain  two  years  more,  when  I  again  re¬ 
move  them  into  frefh  land  prepared  for  the  purpofe,  in 
this  manner  neVer  letting  them  bear  fruit  more  than  two. 
years  in  one  fpot. 

I  cannot  eafily  defcribe  to  you  the  great  benefit  this 
method  of  management  is  of  to  the  plants,  which  are 
thereby  greatly  invigorated,  and  the  fruit  prodigioufly  im^ 
proved,  both  in  point  of  fize  and  flavour,  infomuch  that 
they  appear  to  be  quite  of  a  different  nature  from  thofe 
of  my  neighbours,  who  IJrfl:  furnifhed  me  with  the 
plants. 

I  am  not  lefs  careful  with  refpe^l  to  my  goofeberries 
and  currants,  v/hich  under  my  management  are  both  ex¬ 
cellent  fruits. 

I  generally  cultivate  thefe  together  in  the  fame  planta¬ 
tion,  planting  them  alternately  in  rows,  allowing  each  tree 
fix  feet  fpace  every  way  to  grow  in. 

In  the  obfervationsi  have  made  on  fome  of  my  neighbours 
gardens,  I  have  long  found  that  the  principal  caufe  of 

their 
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their  having  fuch  wretched,  crabbed,  and  fmall  goofebern'es 
and  currants,  was  their  fuffering  their  trees  to  grow  too 
thick  and  burny  ;  by  which  means  the  fruit  could  not  pof- 
fibly  enjoy  benefit  enough  from  the  air  and  fun  to  be 
brought  to  a  due  ftate  of  maturity. 

.  This  induced  me  to  try  other  methods,  and  I  at  length 
fucceeded  to  admiration,  by  only  keeping  the  trees  thin  of 
branches,  by  continually  rubbing  off  the  buds  in  the  fpring, 
and  ftirring  the  earth  frequently  about  their  roots  during 
the  courfe  of  the  fummer. 

This  method  is  very  eafy,  very  pradicable,  and  very  fuc- 
cefsful.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  recommend  it  to  fuch  of 
your  readers  as  like  tfiefe  common  forts  of  fruit ;  though 
mine,  I  affure  you,  are  far  beyond  any  that  are  in  com¬ 
mon  to  be  met  with. 

I  muff  not  forget  to  tell  you  that  in  all  thefe  kinds  of 
fruits,  viz,  ftrawberries,  goofeberries,  and  currants,  if  the 
weather  happens  to  be  very  dry  juft  after  they  have  blof- 
fomed,  and  the  fruit  is  about  to  knit  or  fet,  I  beftow  a 
watering  or  two,  which  I  find  to  be  always  of  very  great 
benefit,  occafioning  them  to  bear  much  more  plentifully 
jthan  they  would  otherwife  do. 

My  plants,  being  in  fuch  good  heart,  are  feldom  affe£led 
by  the  winter’s  frofts  ;  yet,  if  the  north»eafterly  winds  blow* 
very  (harp,  I  generally  cover  my  ftrawberry  beds  thinly 
over  with  peafe  haulm,  which  I  take  away  early  in  the 
fpring. 

As  I  am  remarkably  fond  of  ftrawberries,  it  is  no  wonder 
I  fhould  defire  to  keep  them  as  long  in  bearing  as  polfible  ; 
and  to  effed  this,  as  I  have  a  large  number  of  plants, 
when  they  blow  in  the  fpring,  I  caufe  the  bloffoms  to  be 
picked  off  the  plants  of  every  other  bed  alternately.  Thefe 
plants,  thus  robbed  of  their  early  bloffom,  in  due  time  pat 
forth  others  ;  and  by  this  fimplc  management  I  enjoy  my 
favourite  fruit  almoft  all  the  fummer  and  autumn,  and  have 
even  gathered  them  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
O(ftober„ 
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I  mentioned  above,  that  I  keep  my  goofeberry  and  cur¬ 
rant  trees  very  thin  of  branches ;  yet,  left  I  fhould  not  be 
perfe6i:Iy  underftood  in  this  point,  I  ihall  explain  myfelf 
a  little. 

The  firft  year  after  planting,  I  permit  only  three  or  four 
branches  to  grow  on  each  tree:  thefe  encreafe  by  degrees, 
till  about  the  third  year,  when  there  may  be  about  twelve 
wide-fpread  branches  on  each  tree  i  I  fcarcely  ever  fufFer 
more :  and  I  take  care  to  keep  them  in  a  pofition  as  hori^ 
zontal  as'poftible,  for  the  motion  of  the  fap  being  thereby 
retarded,  they  bear  a  larger  burthen  of  fruit. 

I  have  only,  before  I  conclude,  to  tell  you  that  I  permit  - 
nothing  to  be  fown,  or  planted,  in  the  vacant  fpaces  betwixt 
my  goofeberry  and  currant  trees:  I  have  plenty  of  garden 
ground,  and  have  no  occafion  to  do  it ;  beftdes,  I  think,  it 
would  hurt  my  fruit.  I  keep  thefe  fpaces,  however,  al^ 
ways  very  clean  from  weeds.  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Near  Bury,  Suffolk,  Your  humble  fervant, 

March  I  ft,  1764.  ,  A  Quondam  Merchant, 


NUMBER  XXIX. 

Cautkns  about  mowing  of  Wheats  and  Remarks  on  the  Price 
of  Labour  in  Harveji^  in  a  Letter  from  the  Reverend 
Mr,  Comber  to  the  Editors, 

Gentlemen, 

I  SIT  down  to  give  you  my  cautions  about  the  gatherers 
after  mowers  of  wheat,  and  remarks  on  the  price 
cf  work-people  in  harveft. 

One,  and  I  think  the  principal,  if  not  foie  advantage 
of  mowing  wheat,  arifes  from  the  expedition  of  the  work. 
One  of  your  cprrefpondents  has  reprefented  this  advantage 
thus,  viz,  that  a  mower  will  go  twice  as  faft  as  he  could 
with  his  fickle. 
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But,  I  apprehend,  if  he  went  not  fafter^  than  this,  it 
would  fcarce  be  worth  the  while  to  employ  a  mower, 
when  the  difference  betwixt  his  wages  and  thofe  of  a 
{hearer  and  their  attendants  wages  is  confidered. 

In  order  to  profit  by  this  method  of  cutting  corn,  we 
muft  difpofe  every  thing  To  as  to  promote  the  mower’s 
expedition  \  and  as  this  very  principally  depends  upon  the 
dexterity  and  quicknefs  of  his  attendants,  the  following 
cautions  muft  be  carefully  obferved. 

Firft,  To  affociate  the  'ftrongeft,  moft  dextrous,  and 
quickeft  mowers,  with  attendants  of  correfpondent  cha- 
raders,  becaufe  otherwife  the  work  will  be  greatly  de¬ 
layed.  ^ 

Secondly,  To  place  the  ftrongeft,  moft  dextrous,  and 
quickeft  mower,  with  his  attendants,  in  the  van  ;*  and  the 
reft  according  to  their  ftrength,  ^c.  for  the  fame  obvious 
reafon  ;  as  a  delay  in  any  mower,  delays  equally  all 
who  follow. 

Thirdly,  To  let  the  firft  mower  and  his  attendants  fet-in 
well  before  the  fecond  follow,  and  To  on.  By  a  contrary 
practice,  hurry  and  confufion  are  created,  the  corn  is  ill 
gathered,  and  mifchief  is  often  done  to  the  mowers  or 
gatherers. 

Fourthly,  To  check  all  evil  emulation,  which  may  make 
a  following  mower  incline  to  prefs  upon  his  predecefibr, 
and  create  the  hurry,  ^c.  fpoke  of  juft-now. 

In  thefe  cautions,  1  have  fpoke  of  every  mower  as  fol¬ 
lowed  by  attendants.  Now  as  in  the  method  of  Moaf. 
de  L’lfle,  every  mower  has  only  one  attendant,  this  circum- 
ftance  may  by  the  ignorant  and  inattentive  be  thought  a 
great  advantage  of  the  foreign  over  the  domejiic  method  of 
mowing  wheat.  But  when  the  whole  is  confidered,  I  am 

of 

I  have  now  a  labourer  of  veracity,  who  goes  every  year 
to  the  wolds,  and  affures  me,  that  he  has  frequently  mown  the 
length  of  three  miles ;  and  as  he  returned  the  fame  length 
with  his  fcythe  on  his  Ihoulder,  he  walked  every  day  fix  miles, 
befides  twice  the  diflance  from  the  dwelling-houfe  to  the  field. 
Comb. 
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of  oplriion  this  will  appear  fo  far  from  an  advantageous  faving^ 
that  it  will  be  thought  by  impartial  judges  an  injudlcioui 
one,  ^ 

A  crop  fo  Valuable  as  wheat  ftiould  never  be  reaped 
till  it  is  as  ripe  as  it  can  be  without  fhaking  ofFj  and 
then  the  point  of  prudence'  is,  to  get  it  under  cover  froni 
thofe  fudden  rains  which  attend  harveft,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible. 

To  this  end  it  fhbiild  be  put  in  fheaf,  and  then  {looked! 
fo  as  to  cover  the  other  fheaves  with  the  two  head  ones, 
as  foon  as  poffible 

It  mud  then  be  bound  without  delay;  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  a  binder  muft  follow  every  mower,  if  the  crop  is’ 
good.  However,  if  he  be  ftrong  and  a6live,  he  will  find 
time  frequently  to  aflift  the  gatherer  or  layer-in^  as  he  is 
called,  who  without  his  help' will  frequently  be  unable, 
however  flrong  and  a£live,  to  attend  on  his  mower. 

The  manner  of  laying  the  wads  or  handfuls  recom-^ 
mended.  Gentlemen,  by  your  correfpondents  and  felves,  is, 
no  doubt,  the  bed  which  that  fort  of  management  admits  ; 
but,  for  the  reafons  above  given,  (and  others  which  might 
be  added)  not  cornparable  to  the  method  of  binding  and 
Hooking  after  the  mowers. 

I  may  add  to  the  former  cautions  two  of  confequence 
to  be  remembered. 

Fifthly,  Since  fo  much  of  the  advantage  of  mowing  o£ 
^otn  arifes  from  the  expedition  of  the  work,  (time  in  har- 
ved  being  very  valuable)  the  judicious  farmer  ought  to 
employ  as  ^many  men,  and  the  JlrongeJi  women  he  can  en¬ 
gage,  in  attendance  on  his  mowers,  as  are  neceflary. 

Sixthly,  He  fhould  be  peculiarly  careful  to  have  binders 
enough,  otherwife,  as  mowing  makes  his  draw  very  long, 
his  bands  wlU  take  too  great  a  quantity  for  one  (heaf  f  to 

allow 

*  For  a  method  of  flacking,  or  flooking,  corn  in  the  field, 
fee  page  35  of  this  Volume.  E. 

f  This  may  eafily  be  avoided,  provided  the  people  who  make 
the  bands  tie  them  fomewhat  fliorter  than  ufual,  which  is  eafily 
done,  and  the  bands  will  by  that  means  be  ftronger,  and  lefs 
apt  to  untie  at  the  ear.  O. 
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allow  a  fiee  courfe  of  drying  air  while  it  has  field  room  ■, 
and  the  binder,  who  finds  himfelf  hurried,  will  force  toge¬ 
ther  all  he  can  ;  and  by  this  means  the  bands  will  often 
break  in  loading  or  unloading,  and  great  lofs  enfue. 

It  appears  then,  Gentlemen,  I  hope  fufiiciently,  that  the 
foreign  method,  of  allowing  but  one  attendant  to  each  mower 
of  wheat,  is  not  really  a  faving  of  expence^  but  an  injudi¬ 
cious  delay  of  it;  for  the  corn  muft  be  gathered  before-  it 
can  be  houfed 

I  will  now  give  you.  Gentlemen,  my  remarks  on  the 
price  of  work-people,  as  relative  to  this  fubjedf. 

Our  wife  legiflature,  fenfible  of  the  great  dependence 
which  the  (late  has  on  agriculture,  have  from  time  to  time, 
as  occafion  feemed  to  require,  ufed  endeavours  to  fecure 
work-people  in  harveft. 

They  have  obliged  mechanics  to  defert  their  rerpe£Iive 
trades  at  that  feafon,  and  put  their  hands  to  the  fickle^ 
without  which,  neither  they  nor  their  trades  can  be  upheld. 
They  have  forbid  day-labourers  to  defert  their  refpedfive 
parifhes,  without  certificates  from  the  miniflier,  that 
they  are  not  needed  in  thofe  parifhes  for  the  harveft. 

But,  however  wife  our  legiflature  has  been,  the  magi- 
flrates,  to  whofe  care  the  execution  of  the  laws  is  given, 
have  been  fo  remifs  in  this  refpeft,  as  well  as  many  others, 
that  the  evil  is  become,  at  leaft  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
a  crying  one,  and  will  be  attended  with  the  worfi:  confe- 
quences  to  agriculture  and  the  flate,  if  not  fpeedily  pre¬ 
vented. 

VoL.  II.  N^.  8.  O  ,  The 

*  It  is  certainly  an  advantage  to  get  the  corn  houfed  as  foon 
as  poflible  after  it  is  cut,  provided  it  is  in  a  proper  condition ; 
but  if  it  happens  to  be  weedy,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  let  it  lie 
in  wads  a  day  or  two  without  binding.  In  this  cafe  the  foreign 
method  has  the  advantage,  as  more  attendants  than  one  to 
each  mower  would  be  unneceflary.  When  the  weeds  are  fuffi- 
ciently  withered,  the  wads  may  very  cafily  be  bound,  as  three 
of  them  difpofed  in  a  triangle,  as  recommended  in  this  method, 
will,  when  united  and  bound,  form  a  good-fized  fheaf,  O. 
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The  making  it  public  is  one  of  the  moft  likely  fteps  to 
reformation  of  any  evil ;  and  this  is  a  ftrong  motive  to  my 
publication  by  your  channel. 

The  farmers  on  the  Wolds  depend  fo  entirely,  for  the 
fupport  of  themfelves  and  cattle,  on  crops  of  corn,  that 
they  are  obliged  to  give  any  wages  to  work-people  from 
the  circumjacent  country. 

The  cuftom  is,  to  refort  to  the  markets  at  Malton, 
and  contradl  with  the  labourers  who  come  thither  with 
fey thcs,  c»  for  a  month  or  more,  as  their  occafions  re¬ 
quire,  convey  them  home  on  horfeback,  keep  them  well 
with  meat  and  drink,  and  work  them  almoft  day  and 
night.  It  is  ufual  for  a  mower  to  get  ten  {hillings,  and 
above,  per  week,  with  meat,  drink,  walking  and  lodging  ; 
a  binder,  nearly  as  much  3  and  women  for  gatherers,  fix 
fhillings,  or  more,  with  meat,  ^c. 

Now,  as  the  climate  of  the  Wolds  differs  very  little  from 
ours,  their  harveds  greatly  interfere  with  ours ;  and  it  h 
very  ufual  for  this  whole  country  to  be,  during  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  harveft,  deprived  of  its  heft  work-people ; 
for  not  only  the  common  labourers  in  hufbandry  refort  to, 
thefe  hirings,  but  mechanics  of  all  the  lower  forts,  who  find 
the  clear  wages  here  given  much  better  than  the  precarious 
profits  of  their  fcveral  bufineffes,  and  an  agreeable  variation 
of  labour. 

Thus  are  we  left  to  ftruggle  through  our  harvefls  with 
the  poor  help  of  our  moft  aged  and  infirm  labourers,  and 
are  obliged  to  give  for  them,  coming  at  late^  and  departing 
at  early  hours,  greater  wages  than  v/e  ought  to  give  for 
the  youngeft  and  ableft  work-people,  were  they  reftrained 
to  their  own  neighbourhood. 

Of  the  many  evils  refulting  hence  1  fhall  mention  a 
few. 

Firft,  Our  harvefts,  efpecially  in  difficult  feafons,  are  got 
in  late^  and  ///,  and  the  profit  oF  the  crop  amazingly 
funk. 

Secondly,  Our  farmers,  finding  that  they  cannot  depend 
on  their  neighbours  for  affiftance  in  harveft,  hire  more  fer- 

vants 
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vants  by  the  year  than  they  would  otherwife  need ;  and 
hence  their  profit  is  again  funk. 

Thirdly,  The  price  of  fervants  by  the  year  is  hereby 
greatly  raifed,  and  confequently  the  farmer’s  profit  much 
lefiened,  if  not  quite  abforbed.  How  the  infolence  and 
idlenefs  of  fervants  rife  with  their  wages,  and  augment  the 
former  evils,  is  well  known.  Nor  is  it  lefs  notorious  that 
the  fecurity  of  the  landlord’s  rent  depends  on  the  profits 
of  the  farmer,  and  the  credit  of  the  ftate;  and  its  real 
flrengtb,  on  the  credit  and  plenty  of  the  land-owners* 
Yet  the  minifter,  let  our  ftrongcfl  and  heft  labourers 
go  to  the  Wolds  without  certificates,  or  even  rebukes;  and 
no  magiflrate  treats  them,  thus  going,  as  (what  they  are  by 
law)  vagrants. 

Several  concurring  caufes  of  this  fhameful  negle£l  might  be 
afligned.  But' to  conclude,  by  a  return  to  the  original 
fubjedl,  it  feems  probable  that  this  growing  evil,  if  indulged, 
will  bring  into  this  country  the  pradice  of  mowing  both 
wheat  and  rye ;  otherwife  our  crops  muft  foon  rot  on  the 
ground^.  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Eaft-Newton,  Your  humble  fervant, 

Jan.  20,  1764.  Tho.  Comber,  Junior. 


*  It  is  a  pity  there  fhould  be  any  necelTity  of  thus  driving,  as 
3t  were,  the  farmers  about  Malton  to  confult  their  own  intereft. 
Though  they  have  long  feen  the  advantages  reiulting  from 
mowing  wheat  in  the  praftice  of  the  farmers  in  the  Wolds, 
nothing  but  abfolutely  feeling  the  inconvenience  of  their  old 
methods  can  induce  them  to  adopt  others ;  fo  infatuated  are 
people  in  this  way,  and  fo  riveted  to  old  cuftoms,  that  no 
perfuafion,  no  examples,  can  put  them  out  of  their  track,  un-- 
lefs  they  feel  to  fome  purpofe  the  inconvenience  of  iiill  pur- 
fuing  it.  O, 
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Of  fome  probable  Improvements  in  the  Culture  of  Horfe- 
Beans^  in  a  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr,  Comber 
to  the  Edit  or  5^^, 

Gentlemen, 

Though  the  nature  of  the  foil  which  I  occupy  is 
not  fit  for  the  growth  of  beans,  and  the  farmers  of 
fuch  land  as  is  fit  are  with  the  utmofi:  difficulty,  if  at  all, 
perfuaded  to  try  any  new  methods,  and,  in  confequence  of 
their  prejudices  againfl  innovations,  feldom,  if  ever,  make 
the  experiment  fairly  ;  yet  I  will  venture  to  recommend, 
chiefly  on  the  probability  of  them,  three  improvements  in 
'  the  culture  of  this  crop,  which  often  proves  very  valuable; 
one,  in  the  method  of  /owing 'or  planting  them;  another,  in 
the  managem-ent  of  them  when  growing',  and  the  laff,  in 
the  reaping  of  them. 

Firff,  The  fowing  or  planting  of  horfe-beans  with  a  dib¬ 
ble  is  recommended  in  your^work,  and  very  rationally,  in 
comparifon  of  fowing  with  the  hand;  a  method  very  unfit 
for  difpcrfing  fo  hfeavy  a  feed,  which  by  this  means  often 
falls  very  irregularly;  and  as  it  requires  great  ncurifh- 
ment,  the  crop  js  hereby  often  confiderably  injured,  fome 

parts 

/ 

*  We  are  very  forry  Mr.  Comber  fhould  have  reafon  to  be 
offended  with  any  of  our  notes;  but  this  we  can  venture  to  af¬ 
firm,  that  no  offence  was  intended,  and  was  he  perfonally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  gentleman  who  added  the  notes  in  queffion, 
he  would  be  of  the  fame  opinion.  This  gentleman  is  now  in 
the  country,  yet  we  can  take  upon  us  to  anfwer  for  his  not  giving 
Mr.  Comber  any  future  caufe  of  reprehenfion.  We  muff  once 
more  thank  this  gentleman  for  his  feveral  valuable  communica¬ 
tions,  and  hope  for  a  continuance  of  his  favour;  and  he  may  be 
affured  that,  if  fuch  is  his  defire,  his  letters  fliall  be  printed 
without  any  notes  whatever  annexed  to  them.  The  pieces  he 
mentions  to  have  in  hand  will  be  very  acceptable  whenever 
he  pleafes  to  fend  them,  E.  R. 
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parts  of  the  land  being  unable  to  bring  to  perfe^hon  the 
quantity  v/hich  falls  on  them,  and  other  parts  of  the  land 
lying  idle.  Yet  the  dibble  is  a  JIow  and  irregular  inftru- 
ment  in  comparifon  of  another,  for  which  1  know  not  a 
name,  but  which  will  eafily  be  undetftood  by  the  follow* 
ing  defeription. 

Take  a  plank  of  oak,  or  other  wood,  of  fuch  length  and 
breadth  as  a  man  can  eafily  manage  by  an  handle  fixed  in  it 
upright,  and  of  fuch  thicknefs  as  to  be  firm  in  the  working. 
Drive  into  the  under  fide  of  this  plank  wooden  pegs  of  fuch 
thicknefs,  length,  and  diftance  from  each  other,  as,  'from 
a  confideration  of  the  foil  and  other  circumfiances,  feems 
likely  to  form  proper  beds  in  the  ground  for  the  beans, 
when  the  infirument  is  ftruck  into  the  ground  by  the  work¬ 
men,  who,  when  the  land  is  properly  prepared  for  f&iving^  or 
plantings  (call  it  which  you  will)  muft  begin  at  one  end  of 
his  land  next  the  furrow,  and  when  he  has  ftruck  his  in- 
ftrument  once  into  the  ground,  and  taken  it  out,  muft 
diredb  it,  in  the  fecond  ftroke,  fo  as  to  fall  in  as  nearly  as  he 
can  with  the  laft  impreffion,  fo  that  the  interftice  betwixt 
the  laft  row  of  holes,  made  by  the  firft  impreffion,  and  the 
firft  of  the  fecond,  may  not  be  confiderably  different  from 
the  interftices  betwixt  any  rows  in  any  one  impreffion. 

7'he  intelligent  readers.  Gentlemen,  need  not,  perhaps, 
be  told,  that,  in  order  to  perform  this  work  properly,  the 
labourer  muft  not  work  forwards,  fince  by  this  means  he 
would  tread  i^p  the  holes  he  made  j  but  either  backwards,  or 
(as  that  motion  is  fomev/ife  unnatural  and  difagreeable)  rather 
fideways.  Nor  can  it  be  neceffary  to  fay  to  fuch  readers, 
that  when  the  workman  comes  to  the  end  of  his  lands,  he 
muft  obferve  in  his  return  the  fame  rule  for  his  inftrurnent, 
in  its  fideway  pofition,  as  before,  and  now  alfo  in  its  end 
pofition,  viz.  to  leave  as  nearly  as  he  can,  without  too 
much  anxiety,  the  fame  interftice  betwdxt  the  rows  of 
holes. 

The  leaft  children,  who  can  be  taught  to  have  fufficient 
attention  to  put  a  bean  into  every  hole  in  the  rows  affigned 
them,  may  be  able  to  follow  him  j  and  though  this  may 

feern 
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ftem  a  JloWy  and  therefore  expenjive  method  of  fowlng^  yet 
when  it  is  confidered  that  only  one  man  is  employed,  and 
that  the  children  who  follow  v/ill  be  hired  for  fmall  wages, 
that  feed  is  hereby  faved,  and  that  the  crop  will  be  regular, 
I  am  perfuaded  that  it  is  a  probable  improvement  3  and  I 
am  told  that  fomething  of  this  kind ,  is  ailually  done  in 
Hertfordjhire^  and  particularly  about  Rcy/lon^  though  I  have 
never  been  able  to  flay  long  enough  to  afcertain  the  cir-» 
cumftances. 

Secondly,  It  is  well  known  that  gardeners  ufe  to  lop  the 
tops  of  beans,  and  for  good  reafons ;  viz,  that  the  topmoR 
bloflbms  hardly  ever  come  nearly  to  perfciflon;  or,  if  they 
do  form  pods  and  beans,  thefe  are  fo  fmall  and  backward,^  as 
to  be  worth  little ;  and  that  the  taking  away  thefe  enables 
the  fap  to  make  the  lower  bloflbms  and  pods  far  more  vi¬ 
gorous. 

The  fame  reafons  hold  indifputably  for  the  fame  ma^ 
nagement  of  horfe- beans  in  fields,  if  it  can  be  contrived  to 
take  place  without  great  inconvenience ;  which,  I  think, 
Gentlemen,  it  may  do  by  the  following  m>ethod.  - 

The  furrows  of  ftrong  lands  (fuch  alone  are  fit  for  the 
growth  of  beans)  fhould  be  always  kept  large  and  open 5 
otherwife,  in  the  early  feafon  of  fowing  beans,  the  ground 
will  be  too  wet  to  work  properly.  For  the  fame  reafon 
the  lands  fhould  not  be  very  broad,  that  the  water  may 
eafily  defcend  in  winter  into  the  furrows,  without  having 
very  high  ridges,  a  great  fault  in  ftrong  lands,  which  by 
fuch  means  eafily  bark  and  chap  in  fummer. 

Thefe  circumftances  will  afford  two  conveniences  for  the 
performance  of  the  propofed  operation,  which  I  would  have 
done  by  garden-fhears. 

The  one  is,  that  the  furrows  will  be  wide  enough  to 
admit  a  careful  perfon  of  moderate  fize  to  go  up  them  wfth^ 
out  doing  confiderablc  harm  to  the  bloffoms  adjoining  to 
the  hides  of  the  furrow ;  the  other  is,  that  he  will  be  able 
to  reach  to  the  ridge  of  the  land  with  his  fhears  at  one  cut¬ 
ting,  •fpecially  as  he  may  have  very  light  fhears  on  purpofe 

for 
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fot  this  work,  which  will  confequently  be  manageable  with 
much  longer  handles. 

I  fhall  not  prefume  to  determine  whether  it  is  more  ad- 
vifeable  for  the  workman  to  turn  from  fide  to  jfide,  fo  as 
to  lop  the  tw^o  halves  of  two  lands  in  once  going  up  or 
down  the  common  furrow,  or  to  return  to  work  on  the 
other  land  when  he  has  finifhed  the  former ;  yet  the  lat¬ 
ter  method  feems  preferable,  as  the  workman  will  probably, 
in  his  return,  reftore,  by  a  contrary  motion,  fome  (talks 
which  he  may  have  fwayed  by  his  body  or  clothes  in-  his 
former  walk. 

1  fhould  alfo  advife  this  operation  to  be  performed  when 
the  blollbms  towards  the  bottom  of  the  ftalks  firft  appear, 
for  many  reafons,  vi%»  that  by  this  caution  the  blolToms 
will  fufFer  lefs  from  the  workman’s  body  and  clothes,  and 
the  fall  of  the  tops ;  that  lefs  fap  will  be  loft,  and  the 
lower  bloflbms  become  more  vigorous. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  cuttings  which  fall  among 
the  ftalks  will  afford  fome  covering  to  the  ground  from 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  confequently,  in  fome  degree,  pre¬ 
vent  the  chapping  of  the  earth,  and  retain  the  moifture 
which  falls,  and  gradually  become  a  manure. 

Thirdly,  It  is  the  known  practice  of  gardeners  to  pluck 
their  beans  for  feed  up  by  the  roots,  and  fet  them  in  heaps 
to  dry.  Th  is  pradtice  I  would  recommend  to  the  farmer, 
as  it  will  be  found  not  much  more  chargeable  than  cutting 
of  them,  and  is  attended  with  feemingly-ccnfiderable  ad^ 
advantages :  for  when  beans  are  cut,  they  muft  be  nearly 
ripe  ;  otherwife,  having  no  longer  any  nOuriftiment  from 
the  root,  they  will  thin  amazingly :  but  if  they  are  cut 
when  ripe,  or  nearly  ripe,  the  pods  lofe  great  quantities  of 
the  feed  in  the  operation,  and  conveyance  home.  On  the 
contrary,  beans,  if  plucked  a  confiderable  time  before  they 
are  ripe,  with  the  roots,  will  receive  nourifbment  enough 
to  ripen  them  fully,  and  lofe  no  feed. 

I  agree  with  your  correfpondent  entirely,  in  carrying  them, 
as  foon  as  reaped,  on  to  fome  other  land  ;  and  I  flaculd  ad¬ 
vife  that  to  be  a  mar -eaten  piece  of  ground,  adjoining  to 

the 
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the  place  where  they  are  to  be  flacked ;  fo  that,  when  they 
feem  fuffi^iently  ripe,  they  may  be  flacked,  and  the  beans, 
which  then/fhake  out,  fwept  up  without  lofs.  i 

Bean-flraw  is  hardly  fodder  for  any  cattle  whatever,  ex« 
cept  in  great  necefhty.  Altho'ugh,  therefore,  the  roots  be 
plucked  up  with  the  flalk,  the  ftraw  will  fufficiently  anfwer 
its  bell  purpofe,  viz.  bedding  and  manure. 

I  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Eafl-Newton,  ,  Tho.  Comber,  Junior* * 

Feb.  g,  1764. 
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•  A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  in  SufTex,  to  Mr.  Rocque,  on 
Burnet  and  Lucern^  defcribing  the  Nature  of  Sleech^  and 
containing  an  eafy  Remedy  for  Cattle  that  are  blown  or 
hoved  by  Lucern^  5cc. 

SIR, 

IH  O  P  E  you  will  excufe  the  trouble  of  a  letter  from  a 
perfedl  flranger  to  your  perfon,  though  not  to  your 
name,  w’hich  I  fee  very  frequently  mentioned  with  great 
applaufe,  in  the  ALufeum  Rujiicum.^  which  I  have  with  much 
pleafure  taken  from  the  firft  commencement. 

I  think  the  plan  is  ufeful,  and  the  fubjedts,  in  general, 
very  entertaining,  and  hope  it  will  be  continued  with  the 
fame  fpirit  it  is  begun  with. 

I  find  yoii  have  made  the  culture  of  artificial  grafies  more 
particularly  your  fludy,  and  two.efpecially  of  the  foreign 
fort,  which  we  in  this  country  are  abfolute  flrangers  toj 
I  mean  lucern,  and  burnet:  the  latter,  I  mufl  cbnfefs,  I 
never  heard  of  till  I  met  with  fome  account  of  it  in  the 
Adufeum  Rujiicum ;  but  the  other  I  have  feen  tried  by  fome 
few  farmers  about  Maidflone,  by  way  of  experiment  only  ; 

I  wifh  I  could  fee  it  brought  into  more  general  ufe. 


Hive 
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I  live  in  the  moft  eaftern  part  of  SufTex,  where,  I  believe, 
neither  of  thofe  grafTes  have  been  yet  feen  (except  a  few 
roots  in  a  garden);  and  have  a  great  defire  to  try  one  of 
them  this  year. 

The  land  I  ufe  is  of  two  very  different  kinds ;  the  up¬ 
land,  a  remarkably  light  and  deep  fandy  loam  ;  the  marfh- 
land,  a  very  ftiff  jleech  ;  both  ftrong,  though  exceeding  foul 
by  negligence  in  hufbandry. 

As  you  live  fo  far  from  the  fea,  the  word  fleech  may 
require  fome  explanation. 

As  the  fea  left  the  maiihes  by  degrees,  the  tides  brought 
up  the  mud  with  them,  and  fwerved  to  the  depth,  at  fome 
places,  of  fix  or  eight  feet;  which  mud  we  call  fleech.  It 
is  exceedingly  replete  with  falts,  and  is,  either  of  itfelf,  or 
by  mixing  with  other  land,  capable  of  bearing  the  greatefi: 
crops  of  any  manure  whatever.  It  is  indeed  apt,  at  firft, 
to  run  too  much  toftraw,  but  never  needs  any  amendment. 
With  good  hufbandry,  and  now  and  then  a  fellow  to  clear 
it  of  weeds,  it  will  bear  for  ever. 

I  have  a  piece  of  the  upland  of  ffve  acres,  which  laft 
year  bore  a  crop  of  wheat :  I  have  plowed  it  once,  and  in¬ 
tend  to  ftir  it  three  times  more  before  I  fow  it ;  by  which, 
and  the  harrow,  1  hope  in  good  meafure  to  clear  it  of  the 
couch,  with  which  it  abounds.  By  the  beginning  of  May, 
I  propofe  to  put  in  fourteen  pounds  of  lucern,  and  two 
bufhels  of  oats  on  an  acre.  I  think  that  is  the  quantity 
you  direil.  If  I  am  wrong,  I  fhall  take  it  extremely  kind 
that  you  will  corre6l:  me. 

I  ihould  be  glad  to  try  a  lefs  piece  than  five  acres  at 
firft;  but  I  have  none  fmaller.  However,  if  it  fucceeds,  I 
fhall  be  the  better  pleafed  ;  and  fhould  it  fail,  I  fhall  be  lefs 
vexed  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  the  ground,  than  the  fneers 
of  my  neighbours,  who,  I  am  fatisfied,  will  be  well  pleafed 
at  the  ill  fuccefs  of  any  experiment  out  of  the  common 
way  ol  bufinefs. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  a  great  opinion  of  lucern,  and, 
from  what  you.  fay,  likewife  of  burnet.  I  am  rfefolved  to 
try  it  another  year,  if  the  lucern  fucceeds  this ;  if  not,  I 
Vot.  II.  No.  8.  F  muft 
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niuft  lay  afide  experiments,  or  I  fliall  be  marked  for  a 

fchemer. 

I  muft  beg  you  will*  inform  me,  whether  ftifF  ground 
will  anfwer  for  burnet :  I  have  a  great  deal  more  of  that 
in  tillage,  and  can  better  fpare  a  few  acres  for  a  trial. 

The  fleech  is  fufficiently  deep,  and  ftrong  enough  to  bear 
any  thing,  and  I  will  ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  clear  it 
of  rubbifh.  If  you  think  that  fort  of  land  is  proper  for 
burnet,  1  fhall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  explain 
to  me  the  nature  of  the  plant,  and  your  method  of 
raifing  it. 

I  am,  in  a  manner,  obliged  to  apply  to  you ;  for  I  know 
no  one  elfe  that  can  give  me  the  information  I  defire,  or 
fupply  me  with  the  feed,  of  which  I  defire  to  know  the  pro¬ 
per  quantity  on  an  acre,  and  the  price,  as  well  as  the  . 
price  of  lucern  feed,  which,  I  hope,  you  can  fupply  me 
with,  or  inform  me  where  I  can  procure  it. 

I  know  I  could  have  the  feed  from  London,  or  from 
France,  which  I  am  much  nearer  to ;  but  then  I  cannot 
depend  on  the  goodnefs,  which  is  more  material  to  me  than 
the  price ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  let  me  have 
it  on  the  fame  terms  you  let  others. 

I  fancy  there  is  one  obJe(^i:ion  to  thefe  graffes ;  which  is 
blowing,  or,  as  fome  call  it,  hoving  cattle  when  they  are 
at  firft  turned  in;  but  as  I  know  an  infallible  remedy  for 
that  diforder,  if  applied  in  time,  I  am  eafy  on  that  fcore. 

I  ought  indeed,  in  compliance  with  the  plan  of  the  Mufeum 
Rujiicum^  to  mention  it,  though  it  is  fo  fimple  I  fear  it  will 
be  difregarded. 

When  a  bullock  is  fo  much  fwoln  that  he  cannot  dung, 
and  moving  is  painful  to  him,  take  two  quarts  of  mild  ^le  ; 
put  into  it  live  coals  and  embers  (of  wood)  till  the  beer  is 
blood  warm  ;  fcum  off  the  coals  that  fwim ;  and  give  him 
the  beer  and  allies,  and  drive  him  about.  You  may  de¬ 
pend  on  it,  that  will  make  him  break  wind  in  a  fho-‘t  time, 
which  will  immediately  relieve  him. 

I  have  had  eight  or  ten  oxen  blown  at  a  time,  but  never 
knew  this  to  fail  in  my  life,  if  given  while  the  bullock  can, 

Hand ; 
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{land ;  but  if  he  drops,  the  only  way  then  is  to  ftab  him, 
which  I  fuppofe  you  know  the  method  of  doing. 

As  I  imagine,  by  this  time,  your  patience  is  worn  out  by 
the  length  of  this  letter,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe 
myfelf,  with  great  refpedf, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 


NUMBER  XXXII. 

Alt',  Rocque’j  Anjwer  to  the  above  Letter^  containing  the 
Price  of  Burnet  and  Lucern  Seed^  and  a  Method  of 
preventing  Lucern  from  blowings  or  hoving  Cattle, 

SIR, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  letter,  which  was  conveyed  to  me 
by  Mr.  Newbery,  it  is  with  pleafure  I  inform  you 
that  either  your  Jirong  land,  or  your  feech,  will  produce 
both  lucern  and  burnet,  provided  the  land  be  clean  and 
not  flooded. 

For  the  manner  of  cultivating  the  land,  and  of  lowing  it, 
I  recommend  you  to  the  Mufeum  Ruficum,  where  I  have 
been  very  particular  on  that  head 

In  your  letter  you  propofe  fowing  with  your  lucern 
two  bufhels  of  oats  to  an  acre ;  but  that  is  too  much  i  a 
bufhel  and  a  half  will  be  fufEcient. 

For  the  nature  of  the  burnet,  and  the  method  of  raifmg 
it,  fee  the  Mufeum  Ruficum,  Number  CVI.  Volume  the 
Firft,  Page  460. 

The  quantity  to  be  fown  is  twelve  pounds  to  an  acre, 
and  the  price  I  fell  it  for  is  two  fhillings  the  pound;  but  the 
lucern  feed  we  fell  at  one  fliilllng. 

P  2  The 

\ 

*  For  Mr.  Roeque’s  method  of  cultivating,  fee  pages  29;, 
296,  306,  308  and  460  of  our  Firft  Volume;  and  for  his  me¬ 
thod  of  cultivating  lucern,  fee  the  fame  pages,  and  alfo  page  339 
of  the  fame  volume,  where  this  fubjed  is  treated  of  at  large.  N. 
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The  firft  cut  of  the  burnet  cupe  horfes  of  the  greafe, 
and  there  is  no  danger  of- its  blowing,  or  hoving  the  cattle ; ' 
but  the  lucern  will,  unlefs  it  be^cut  the  day  before  it  is 
given  tp, them,  I  am,  SIR, 

.  Your  mofl;< obedient  fervant, 

B.  Rocque, 

Walham-Green,  near  Fulham,  Middlefex, 

March  17,  1764. 


.  •  NUMBER  XXXIIf. 

^  Letter  to  the  Editors^  containmg  a  Method  ef  curing 
Wheat  damaged  in  the  Field  hy  Rain  in  Harvefle 

Gentlemen, 

AWET  harveft  is  what  a  farmer  dreads  more  than 
almoft  any  thing,  as  it  hurts  the  quality  of  his  corn, 
cncreafes  his  expences,  and  greatly  leiTens  his  profits. 

So  much  depends  on  the  well  getting-in  of  our  bread-* 
corn,  that”  every  man,  who  knows  any  thing  that  can  for-' 
ward  fo  good  a  purpofe,  is,  I  think,  in  duty  bound  to  com- 
municatedt  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

It  is  a  well-known  maxim  that  wheat  fhould  be  left  for 
fome  days  in  the  field,  after  it  is  cut,  before  it  is  inned  :  this, 
the  farmers  think,  and  not  without  reafon,  improves  its 
quality;  the  dews  plump  the  kernels,  and  the  fun  brings 
it  to  a  proper  and  perfedf  ftate  of  maturity. 

Thefe  then  are  the  benefits  that  refult  from  leaving  the 
fheaves  for  fome  time  abroad ;  but  it  is  necefiary  the  wea¬ 
ther  Ihould  be  fine,  or  great  Ipfies  are  often  the  confequence 
of  this  practice. 

Sometimes,  when  the  farmer  leafi:  expedfs  it,  the  weather 
fets  in  foul,  and  it  rains  for  feveral  weeks  fucceffively:  it  is 
then  very  difficult  to  preferve  the  wheat  from  being  greatly 
damaged,  notwithfianding  the  many  contrivances  that  have 
been  thought  of  for  this  purpofe. 

'  ' "  Some 
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Some  (hock  their  (heaves,  fetting  them  up  in  traves  of 
fix  (heaves  of  a  fide,  and  two  to  cap  them ;  but  this  is  a 
very  dangerous  method,  and  never  to  be  pradfifcd  after 
much  rain  has  fallen:  if  the  (heaves  were  dry  when  the 
traves  were  fet  up,  from  an  expectation  of  its  raining,  it  is 
of  great  fervice ;  but  if  the  (heaves  are  fir  ft  fufFered  to  be 
wet,  ten  to  one  but  the  corn  fweats,  fprbuts,  and  rots,  by 
being  fo  clofe  confined  from  the  aCtion  of  the  air. 

After  all,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  it  is  full  as  well  not  to 
cap  the  (hocks ;  for  if  the  rain  is  not  very  heavy  and  con- 
ftant  indeed,  the  ears,  provided  they  do  not  touch  the 
ground,  will  dry  nearly  as  faft  as  they  are  wetted. 

In  Middlefex,  Kent,  and  fome  parts  of  Eflex,  they  ge¬ 
nerally  bind  their  wheat  as  they  reap;  but  then  it  muft  be 
fuppofed  that  their  crops  are,  for  the  moft  part,  pretty  clear 
from  green  weeds,  which  would  otherwife  caufe  the  (heaves 
to  fweat  violently  in  the  mow,  and  greatly  damage  the 
corn. 

When  a  farmer  is  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have  his  wheat- 
(heaves  thoroughly  wetted,  if  fine  weather  enfues,  I  would 
by  all  means  advife  him  to  unbind  them,  and  afterwards 
fpread  them  out  to  be  dried  by  the  fun.  This  fimple  method 
will  often  prevent  great  Ioffes,  and  the  wheat  may  at  laft 
be  got  in  in  tolerable  good  order. 

If  the  rain,  however,  (hould  continue  long,  and  there 
(hould  be  danger  of  the  kernels  growing,  which  by  obfer- 
vation  he  may  eafily  judge  of,  I  would  advife  the  thinking 
farmer  inftantly  to  carry  it  home  wet  as  it  is,  and  after¬ 
wards  manage  it  as  I  (hall  direCl  from  my  own  frequent 
experience. 

When  the  waggon,  or  cart,  comes  home  loaded  with 
(heaves,  let  them  be  thrown  promifeuoufly  into  the  bay  of 
the  barn,  and  not  regularly  mowed  ;  for  it  is  necellary  they 
(hould  lie  hollow,  that  the  air  may  get  into  the  vacuities,  ai^d 
prevent  tlie  (heaves  from  heating  during  the  little  time  they 
are  to  continue  in  the  fituation  above  deferibed. 

Let  our  farmer  next  prepare  fome  cutting-boxes,  fuch  as 
hoife-meat  is  cut  in,  in  Kent,  and  fome  other  counties, 

I  and 
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and  which  I  have  feen  defcribed  in  your  collediion.  The 
number  of  thefe  boxes  fhould  be  according  to  the  quantity 
of  wheat  he  has  wet ;  but  three  or  four  conftantly  kept 
going  will  do  a  great  deal  of  work. 

With  thefe  cutters  let  the  ears  be  cut  ofF  from  the  wet 
fheaves ;  and  when  a  fufficient  quantity  are"*  colledfed  from 
'  all  the  boxes,  let  them  be  put  loofely  up  in  facks,  and  car¬ 
ried  to  a  malt-kiln,  there  to  be  regularly  and  gradually  dried ; 
and  when  the  firft  parcel  is  done,  another  is  to  fucceed,  and 
fo  on  till  the  whole  work  is  completed. 

This  method  I  can,  from  my  own  experience,  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  readers;  and  it  is  lefs  expence  than  would  at 
iirft  thought  be  imagined.  The  heat  of  the  kiln  may  be 
kept  up  higher  than  when  malt  is  drying,  as  the  chaff  of 
the  ear  will  prevent  the  kernel  of  the  wheat  from  being 
damaged  by  the  fire,  unlefs  the  heat  is  very  intenfe  indeed; 
but  it  will,  however,  be  proper  to  keep  the  ears  gently  {bir¬ 
ring  with  a  fork,  or  rake,  during  the  time  they  are  drying. 

In  this  management  the  farmer  will  find  great  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  his  wheat  will,  with  a  very  inconfiderable  addi¬ 
tional  expence,  be  nearly,  and  fometimes  quite,  as  good  in 
a  wet  harvefi,  as  if  it  was  houfed  in  ever  fo  good  order, 
in  fine  fun-fhining  weather. 

If,  by  chance,  after  you  have  cut  off  the  ears  from  the 
{heaves,  the  weather  fhould  change,  and  become  fine,  you 
may  often  dry  them  without  the  afiiftance  of  the  kiln,  by 
fpreading  them  thin  on  a  large  threfliing- cloth,  and  turning 
them  frequently  with  a  wooden  rake;  and  even,  if  by  this 
method  you  fhould  not  entirely  dry  them,  it  will  ftill  bring 
them  fo  forward  that  the  kiln  v/ill  eafily  complete  the  cure. 

I  mufi,  however,  before  I  conclude,  caution  the  farmer 
not  to  fuffer  the  kiln  to  be  much  heated,  unlefs  the  ears 
are  kept  confiantly  filrring  during  the  time  they  are  drying. 

You  may  probably  hear  flrom  me  again,  if  I  fee  this  in- 
ferted.  lam, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant. 

An  Old  Earmer. 


Efiex, 

April  6,  1764. 


N  U  M- 
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NUMBER  XXXIV. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors-)  recommending  a  Method  of  preparing 

Peas  for  Hog- Meat, 

Gentlemen, 

A  Few  years  ago  I  had  a  plentiful  crop  of  peas  on  a  ten- 
acre  piece,  which  lies  near  my  houfe :  when  they 
were  full  podded  and  nearly  ripe,  I  had  them  hooked  in  the 
ufual  manner ;  but  before  I  could  get  them  in,  there  came  a 
heavy  Ihower  of  rain,  which  wetted  them  through  and 
through  ;  and  the  dull  heavy  weather,  with  frequent  fhowers, 
which  followed,  prevented  their  drying  fora  confiderable  time. 

I  catifed  the  wads  to  be  from  time  to  time  turned,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  haulm  from  rotting ;  and  at  length,  a  few  days 
(iin-fhine  dried  them  enough  to  be  inned  ;  for  as  they  lay 
hollow,  the  wind  was  greatly  afliftant  to  the  operation. 

Before  I  got  them  in,  on  examining  fome  of  the  pods,  I 
found  that  the  peas  were  all  fprouted  to  a  confiderable 
length  :  this  was  what  I  had  expedfed,  as  I  gave  my  crop 
over  for  loft,  till  after  a  little  recolle£lion,  as  the  weather 
fiill  continued  fine,  I  determined  to  threfh  them  in  the 
field. 

This  was  accordingly  done  ;  and  the  corn,  after  it  was 
caft  and  riddled  to  feparate  it  from  the  rubbifh,  was  dried 
on  my  malt-kiln. 

When  this  operation  was  over,  I  began  to  refledt  in  what 
manner  I  fhould  difpofe  of  my  peas,  being  fenfible  that  they 
could  not  be  proper  for  feed,  and  Handing  no  chance  of 
difpofing  of  them  to  any  advantage  in  the  market. 

At  length,  as  it  was  then  a  time  of  war,  and  of  courfe 
there  was  a  great  demand  for  pork  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy, 
I  determined  to  buy  in  a  confiderable  number  of  lean  hogs, 
that  I  might  by  their  means  confume  this  crop  on  my  own 
premifes,  and  in  that  manner  make  the  moft  of  it. 

Mv 
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My  expedations  were  more  than  anfvvered,  for  I  fouiid,* 
by  repeated  experience^  that  three  bufhels  of  the  peas  I  have 
mentioned  tvent  nearly  as  far  in  fattening  the  hogs  I  bought, 
as  four /bufhels  got  in  dry  and  hard  in  the  manner  ufually 
pra^tifed. 

This  difcovery  I  made  fevcral  years  ago,  and  it  has  turned 
out  to  my  advantage ;  for,  lince  that  time,  I  have  been 
quite  indifferent  as  to  the  weather  in  which  my  peas  are 
hooked,  being  rather  better  pleafed,  as  far  as  relates  to  them, 
with  wet,  than  dry  weather  :  but  if  the  weather  happens 
to  be  dty  at  the  time  they  are  ripe,  I  always  caufe-  as  many 
as  I  want  for  feeding  my  bogs,  which  are  not  a  few  in  a 
year,  to  be  regularly  malted  in  the  fame  manner,  nearly,  as 
my  barley  :  this  management'has,  of  late,  fucceeded  very 
well  with  me,  and  1  therefore  intend  to  continue  it. 

Befides  feeding  my  hogs  with  thefe  malted  peas,  I  have 
befides  often  given  them  to  my  horfes,  with  which  they 
agree  very  well,  and  are  heartening  food. 

Turkeys  will  fatten  apace  on  them  alfo,  and  be  fine 
meat.  ' 

'I  have  .applied  my  malted  peas- to  many  other  ufes, 
which  I  have  not,  at  prefent,  time  to  enumerate  :  but 
Were  they  only  ufed  for  feeding  hogs  and  horfes,  it  is  fiill 
worth  while  to  prepare  feme  in  this  manner  every  year. 

'  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  inferted  in'  your  col le6lion  fome 
good  and  efficacious  remedies,  for  the  cure  of  the  feveral 
difeafes  incident  to  cattle  :  fonie  of  your  correfpondents  have 
p'refcribed  for  the  rot  in  fheep ;  but  I  do  not  recolleit,  that 
they  have  touched  upon  any  other  diforder,  even  in  that 
ufeful  animal. 

I  hope  this  hint  will  be  produftive  of  fome  good  letters 
on  this  interefting  fubjedi. 

I  am,  Gentiemen, 

Rodings,  EfTex,  Your  humble  fervant^ 

April  2,  1764.  '  A.  K. 

'  •  »  . 

t  •  ‘  * 
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A  Litter  tQ  the  Editors^  refpe^ing  the  Drying  of  tiopi. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Am  furprifed  to  fee  (o  little  faid  in  yoiir  Work  oh  the 
fubjedl  of  planting  hops,  and  the  management  of  them 
before  and  after  they  are  gathered  :  it  is  a  fubje£l  certainly 
worth  enquiring  into^  and  fome  of  your  experienced  corre- 
fpondents  would  greatly  merit  the  thanks  of  the  public  were 
they  to  fend  you  their  thoughts  and  pratSticeS  in  this  matter* 

I  lhali  myfelf,  for  the  prefent,  make  a  few  general  ob<- 
fervations  on  this  head,  which  may  probably  be  of  fervice^ 
if  attended  to  as  hints  of  improvement. 

'  In  drying  hops,  the  conftant  cuftom  is  to  depend  entirely 
on  the  fkill  of  the  workman,  with  refped:  to  the  degree  of 
heat  that  it  is  necelTary  to  keep  up  in  the  kilnt  and  this 
fkill  often  Lils  him  ;  fot  many  of  them  are  apt  to  think 
they  know  more  than  they  really  do  and,  in  fa(£I,  as  this 
knowledge  is  only  to  be  acquired  by  experience,  it  is  a  long 
time  before  any  of  them  attain  it^. 

Would  it  not  then  be  much  better  to  regulate  the  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  by  means  of  a  thermometer  placed  in  fome 
proper  pofition  ?  This  would  be  an  unerring  rule  to  go  by  j 
and  the  hop-growers  would,  by  this  means,  be  delivered 
■from  the  effedfs  of  the  impofitions  and  malice  of  many  of 
thefe  men,  who  pretend  to  pofTefs  a  particular  fecret  of  dry¬ 
ing  hops,  which  they  afFeCf  to  keep  to  themfelves  5  and  it- 
is  not  unfrequendy  that  they  purpofely  fpoil  a  parcel  of  hops, 
that  may  chance  to  belong  to  a  man  they  like  not;  and  this 
they  may  eafily  do,  and  impute  it  to  accident* 

It  has  been  long  a  difpute,  whether  it  is  beft  to  cover  the 
kiln,  on  which  hops  Ire  dried,  with  hair-cloth,  or  with 
double  plates  of  tin  j  in  which  latter  cafe  any  fuel  may  be 
ufed,  which  is  a  matter  of  great  confequence,  making  a 
material  difference  in  the  expence* 

VoL,  II.  No,  8.  QL 
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But  my  opinion  in  this  matter  is,  that  neither  method  is 
in  itfelf  perfect :  by  drying  on  hair-cloths  it  takes  up  much 
more  time,  and  more  fuel  of  a  coftly  kind  ;  on  the  contrary, 
by  drying  on  the  double  tin  plates  above  mentioned,  the, 
hops,  without  the  greateft  care,  will  be  burnt,  or  fcorched, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  owner  :  I  would,  therefore, 
recommend  a  method  which  I  have  myfelf  tried  with  fuc- 
cefs,  though  not  in  any  very  large  quantities :  I  fuppofe, 
however,  it  would  anfwer  to  the  full  as  well,  if  not  better, 
when  confiderable  quantities  are  to  be  dried  and  bagged. 

My  method  then  is,  to  cover  the  bottom  or  floor, 
where  the  hops  are  to  lie,  with  good  tin  plates,  foldered 
and  riveted  together :  over  this  tin  floor  I  lay  a  double 
hair-cloth  ftrained  pretty  tight;  and  on  this  I  lay  the  hops, 
which'  in  this  method  dry  gradually,  and  retain  their  fine 
colour  and  fmell ;  qualities  which  add  much  to  their  value 
in  a  market. 

When  one  fide  of  the  bed  of  hops  is  fufficiently  dried,  I 
flacken  the  fire  in  the  furnace,  that  the  great  heat  may  go 
oft  before  they  are  turned  :  this  is  neceflary,  as  they  would 
©therwife  break  and  fliatter  in  the  operation. 

I  do  not  love  in  general  to  lay  them  above  four  inches 
thick  on  the  cloth  ;  but  if  I  am  hurried,  I  lay  them  fix  or 
eight  inches  thick,  with  this  caution  however,  that  the 
thicker  the  layer  or  bed  is,  the  more  flow  and  gradual  at 
iirfi:  fhould  be,  the  heat  to  dry  them. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  deferibe  when  the  bed  will  be  fit  for 
turning  :  it  may,  however,  eafily  be  known  on  inrpe^lion  ; 
and  fome  fay,  that  when  they  are  fo  light  as  to  Jump,  when 
the  bed  is  beat  gently  with  a  flick,  Jthey  fhould  be  turned  : 
one  thing,  however,  is  to  be  obferved,  that  after  they  are 
turned,  a  very  few  hours  complete  the  drying  ;  a  third  or  a 
fourth  part  of  the  time  they  were  on  the  kiln  before  turning 
will  do.  I  am  interrupted,  and  muft  therefore,  for  this 
time,  conclude. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

March  27,  1764,  A  Minor  Hop-Planter. 
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NUMBER  XXXVI. 

To  the  Editors  of  theMvs'EVM  Rusticum. 

Gentlemen, 

AS  our  daily  papers  are  continually  full  of  complaints 
of  the  high  price  of  coals,  which  falls  very  hard  on 
the  laborious  poor,  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  tranfcribe  for 
you  a  paper  out  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions  and 
can  aflure  you  that  I  have  myfelf  feen  the  fuel  there  men¬ 
tioned  burnt  in  the  feveral  fires  ufed  in  the  Royal  Society’s 
houfe  at  Crane-Court,  where  they  had  laid  in  fome  fiors 
that  year ;  and  alfo  at  the  right  honourable  Arthur  On¬ 
flow’s,  then  fpeaker  of  the  honourable  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  in  Leicefter-Street,  near  Leicefter-Fields ;  and  in 
both  places  it  burnt  to  the  great  comfort  and  fatisfaclion  of 
all  thofe  perfons  prefent  at  the  experiment. 

At  Aix  la  Chapelle,  they  give  it  fo  much  the  preference 
to  coal  alone,  that,  though  the  town  is  furrounded  'with 
collieries,  they  burn  in  all  their  beft  rooms  no  other  fuel. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

London,  Your  humble  fervant, 

April  10,  1764.  Y.  Z. 

An  Account  of  Coal  Balls  made  at  Liege, 


I  N  purfuance  of  the  orders. of  the  fociety,  I  fhall  endea¬ 
vour  to  give  an  account  of  fa£litious  coal  made  at  Liege. 
But  firfi:  I  fhall  quote  two  authors,  who  mention  it  in  their 
accounts  of  the  town  of  Liege. 

2  The 

*  Though  vve  do  not  make  a  praflice  of  inferring  in  our  col- 
leflion  what  has  already  appeared  in  print,  yet  we  willingly 
give  place  to  the  above  account ;  not  only  becaufe  it  is  evidently 
ufeful,  and  proper  to  be  more  known  than  it  can  be  by  means 
of  the  Tranfadlions  of  the  Royal  Society,  which  bear  a  high 
price  ;  but  alfo  to  oblige  a  gentleman  who  has  greatly  contri¬ 
buted  to  enrich  our  w^ork.  E, 
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The  firft  is,  Le  Qurimx  Jntiquaire,  ou  Recueil  G^Qgra- 
phlque  et  Hijhrique^  par  le  Sieur  P.  L.  Berkenmeyer  4 
Leide  1729,  p,'i82.  Where  he  ^ays,  ‘^'This  bifhopric 
(Liege)  has  rich  mines  of  houille^  or  Jlone  coal^^  which 
the  inhabitants  fell  in  the  Netherlands^  and  by  the  fale  of 
it  get  above  100,000  ducats annum. 

This  coal  lights  eafily,  and  gives  a  great  heat :  it  is 
not  therefore  to  be  wondered,  that  fire  is  reckoned 
amongft  other  advantages  the  Liegois  boaft  of ;  they  fay, 
they  have  the  beft  bread,  the  hardeft  iron,  and  the  hoteft 
fire  :  by  this  laft  they  mean  de  la  houille,  which  being 
once  well  lighted  cafts  the  greater  heat  if  it  be  wetted 
\vith  water.” 

The  fecond  book  I  fhall  mention  is,  Les  Delices  des  Pah 
Bas^  vol.  III.  p.  243,  where  I  find  that  this  town,  Liege^ 
js  faid  to  be  the  hell  of  women,  becaufe  they  are  obliged 
to  work  more  here  than  in  any  other  country.  They 
draw  the  boats,  and  carry  on  their  backs,  like  (laves, 
les  hcutlles^  and  other  things;  and  thefe  women  are  called 
“  des  BotrefiesJ’^ 

In  the  year  1628,  by  a  printed  paper  produced  before  you, 
it  appears,  that  this  fuel  was  known  in  England  at  that  time  ^ 
and,  if  you  ^viH  believe  the  author  of  that  paper,  it  was 
difeovered  by  Hugh  Plat  in -1594. 

There  is  an  account  of  it  printed  in  the  eflays  for  the 
inonth  of  December,  1716  ;  where  it  is  propofed  to  be  made 
with  the  black  pufe  of  the  Thames,  and  for  four- pence  per 
hufhel. 

I  have  ufed  this  poal  and  clay  mixed  upwards  of  ten 
years,  and  by  experience  I  find  it  to  anfwer  very  well.  It 
is  a  moft  excellent  fire  for  roafling,  for  heating  of  irons,  or 
warming  a  rooni :  I  ufe  it  in  fny  kitchen,  laundry,  parlour, 
apd  library. 


The 


t  The  coinmon  people  call  their  pit-coal  del  Hoy^  or  de  la 
^ouiUe  and  the  mixture  of  poal  apd  clay,  ds.  tiouchy. 
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The  method  in  which  it  is  made  at  Liege^  where  I  firft 
faw  it,  and  made  fome  myfelf,  is  as  follows : 

Take  one  third  of  unctuous  clay  (fuch  as  brewers  ufe  to 
bung  their  velTels  :  in  it  there  muft  be  neither  fand,  gravel, 
or  ftone)  and  tWQ  thirds  of  coal-duft  j  mix  and  make  them 
incorporate  well  together ;  caft  them  into  round  balls  or 
bricks ;  and  you  may  put  them  on  a  coal  fire,  and  they  will 
burn  diredly  :  but  if  they  are  made  in  fumnier  time,  and 
Jajd  to  diy  for  ufe  in  winter,  they  will  light  fooner. 

Thus  you  have  an  hot,  clean,  lading  fire,  not  at  all  of- 
fenfive  to  the  finelfi 

The  duft  is  there  the  refufe  of  the  mine,  and  may  be  here 
of  the  coal- merchant’s  yard  ;  fo  that  this  fuel  comes  exceed¬ 
ing  cheap. 

Nor  is  it  neceflary  to  put  fo  much  coal-dud,  for  fome 
clay  (particularly  what  I  ufe  myfelf  in  the  country)  will  do 
if  mixed  two  thirds  clay  and  one  third  coal-duft  ;  and  the 
true  proportion pf  the  mixture  muft  be  found  by  experience: 
but  it  is  always  better  to  put  in  too  much  than  too  little 
coal-duft  at  firft,  becaufe  men  are  too  apt  to  be  difcouraged 
in  making  experiments. 

This  fuel  is  not  only  to  be  had  at  an  eafier  price,  but  is 
likewife  more  durable. 

How  far  it  may  be  ufeful  in  glafs-houfes,  brew-houfes, 
Jalt- works,  &c.  I  muft  leave  to  the  confideration  of  the  fe- 
veral  perfons  concerned  in  them. 

I  have  heard,  that  at  Liege  they  burn  both  lime  and 
brick  with  it ;  but  as  I  never  faw  it  done,  I  cannot  affirm 
it- 

Copied  from  the  Philofophical  Tranfa^iions^  Number  ? 

460,  for  the  months  Aprils  May^  June^  and  July\ 

1741. 
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NUMBER  XXXVII. 

A  Letter  to  Mr,  Robert  Davis,  on  the  heji  Method  of 

fattening  Pigs, 


S  I  R, 


A  Letter  in  the  Mufeum  Rufticum  relative  to  fome, 
pigs  being,  put  up  to  fatten,  induces  me  to  convey  a 
piece  of  intelligence  relative  to  the  feed  of  thefe  creatures, 
that  ought  to  be  more  publicly  known  than  it  is  at  pre¬ 
fen  t. 

Put  two  chotes  f  of  the  fame  litter  and  weight  in  different 
flies  for  fattening ;  give  each  the  fame  quantity  of  peas, 
meal,  or  whatever  food  it  be  i  make  no  difference  but  in 
the  quantity  of  water  given.  Suppofe,  for  inflance,  dame'% 
pig  has  a  gallon  a  day,  and  mine  but  two  quarts,  or  in 
proportion  to  a  larger  quantity  :  dame’s  pig  will  be 
confiderably  the  fatteft  and  heaviefl,  but  mine  will  be  the 
beft  and  firmeft  meat  J.  Great  quantities  of  liquids  extend 
the  veffels  of  both  man  and  beafl ;  and  a  due,  but  not  over, 
proportion  of  water  is  a  neceffary  conhderation  for  thpfe 
who  would  have  good  bacon  or  pork. 

It  is  a  vulgar  faying,  that  hogs  delight  in  dirt  :  they  do 
fo  ;  but  the  hog  that  is  kept  clean,  and  feeds  cleaned,  is  the 
wholefomefl  and  beft  meat. 


I  am,  SIR,  yours. 


^  For  the  letter  mentioned  by  our  correfpondent,  fee  Num-. 
her  II.  page  ii,  of  this  volume. 

f  A  common  word  in  EfTex,  ^ c.  meaning  ftore  pigs  that  are 
in  tolerable  proof,  and  fit  to  put  up  to  barley  meal  or  peas. 

I  We  are  greatly  obliged  to  the  gentleman  who  fent  this 
hint,  as  many  country  dames  have  formed  an  opinion,  that  the 
lefs  water  a  pig  has  that  is  put  up  to  fatten,  the  fooner  it  is  fit 
for  the  knife.  R.  -  ~ 


N  U  M. 


ET  COMMERCIALE. 


117 

•V 


NUMBER  XXXVIII. 

A  Letter  to  Mr,  Robert  Davis,  on  the  Tea  Plant  h 

Carolina. 

SIR, 

TH  E  account  publifhed  in  the  Mufeum  Rujihumy  of 
the  tea  fnrub  thriving  in  South  Carolina^  I  have  not 
the  leaft  doubt  of :  the  latitude  is  the  fame  with  that  in 
which  it  grows  in  India ;  the  difference  of  north  to  fouth. 
But  I  have  ftill  ftronger  reafon  to  believe  it  does  adlually 
grow  fpontaneoufly  in  that  part  of  America  :  I  was  one  of 
the  fools  that  went  over  to  Georgia^  and  while  I  was  there, 
I  frequently  made  tea  of  a  leaf  gathered  from  a  ftirub,  which 
the  Indians  called  CoJJena  and  which  they  often  fmoked 
when  they  had  no  tobacco  :  and,  I  ani  told,  this  fhrub  ex- 
affly  refembles  the  tea  fhrub  in  India.  The  method  I  ufed 
with  It,  was  to  dry  it  haftily  in  an  iron  pot,  and  then  put 
boiling  water  to  it,  as  is  ufual  in  making  tea  ;  and  the  fla¬ 
vour  was  very  agreeable ;  the  colour  almoft  as  brown  as 
coffee  ;  but  that,  I  apprehend,  arofe  from  the  hafly  method 
of  drying  it,  for  the  leaves  were  rather  parched  than  dried. 
I  have  often  fmoked  a  pipe  of  coffena  with  their  majefties, 
Toma  Chad  and  Senoakiy  his  queen,  at  their  mud  palace, 
about  three  miles  from  Savanake ;  and  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  exprefs  great  fatisfa<5Iion  therewith,  when  he  had 
not  a  penny  to  buy  tobacco,  which  was  often  the  cafe. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Felixtow  Cottage,  Yours,  ^c. 

April  8,  1764. 

*  We  imagine  this  is  the  South-Sea  tea^  which  is  thought  to 
be  the  fame  plant  as  the  Paraguay  tea  ;  but  whether  it  is  the 
lame  as  the  tea  brought  from  China,  is  yet  undetermined  :  that 
it  bears  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  it,  in  flavour  and  appearance, 
is  however  certain.  E. 
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jf  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  the  Ufes  of  Furze  or  Gofs  ai 

Food  for  Cattle, 

Gentlemen, 

About  four  years  ago  I  bought  a  parcel  of  as  poor 
land  as  can  be  imagined  :  it  was  part  of  an  old  park« 
The  whole  of  the  park  confifts  of  fome  hundred  acres,  and  was 
about  forty  years  ago  purchafed  by  a  farmer  in  good  circum- 
ftances,  who  divided  it  into  five  different  parcels,  and  built 
as  many  brick  houfes,  barns,  and  other  conveniences,  and 
let  them  feparatc,  and  raifed  moftly  gofs  or  furze  hedges. 

The  foil  confifts  of  black  and  white  poor  hungry  fand  ; 
fome  tolerable  fahd,  and  fome  of  what  we  call  hazel  m'ould, 
and  fome  little  clay  ;  heath  growing  where  wet,  and  broom 
where  dry  ;  and  a  pretty  many  acres  of  it  boggy. 

About  half  this  land  was  plowed  by  the  different  tenants  % 
and  where  the  heath  and  very  coarfe  grafs  grew,  it  was  den- 
Ihired  ;  and  they  got  good  crops  of  corn  for  about  three 
years ;  but  for  want  of  amendment,  and  the  mould  being 
very  (hallow,  it  foon.wore  out ;  and  moft  of  the  other  land, 
for  want  of  manure,  foon  (hared  the  fame  fate  :  and  on  the 
greateff  part  being  laid  down,  heath  came  where  wet, 
broom  and  gofs  where  dry  :  and  the  gofs  is  now,  for  ten  and 
twenty  acres  together,  almoft  as  thick  and  as  even  as  if 
fown,  owing  to  the  gofs'feed  being  firff  blown  from  the 
hedges. 

In  this  condition  the  tenants  did  but  indifferently,  not 
kjiowing  how  to  vend,  or  confume,  fuch  a  large  quantity 
of  gofs,  which  grows  here  moft  furprifingly  faff,  and  every 
three  years  may  be  cut  about  five  feet  long. 

I  bought  part  of  it  for  the  reafons  others  difliked  it,  v\%, 
the  gofs;  eredted  a  large  brick-kiln,  and  have  confumed 
yearly  a  good  deal  of  the  gofs,  and  am  now  going  to  eredt 
a  kiln  to  burn  rock-ftone  into  lime,  having  found  great  be¬ 
nefit 
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nefit  from  liming  feme  of  this  poor  iand  5  but  as  with  both 
thefe  kilns  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  have  the  gofs  cut  every 
three  years  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  as  I  keep  feveral  horfes, 
I  hope  foon  to  fee,  in  the  Mufeum  Rujticu?n^  an  account 
of  fome  cheap  method 'of  properly  bruifmg  it  for  horfes^. 

I  obferved  lafl:  winter  in  the  froft,  that  bullocks  woufd 
eat  young  twigs  of  the  gofs,  at  leaft  fourteen  inches  long  ; 
and  I  had  feveral  in  April  and  May,  in  this  rough  land,  that 
were  lufty,  without  eating  a  handful,  all  the  winter,  of  any 
kind  of  fodder. 

I  have  cleared,  plowed,  and  mended,  feveral  acres, 
where  the  gofs  grew  in  fpots,  and  may,  perhaps,  hereafter 
give  fome  farther  account  f . 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
March  21,  1764.  A  Kentish  Man. 


N  U  M-  B  E  R  XL. 

Letter  to  the  Editors^  deferibing  a  curious  Bridge  in 

Wales,  of  one  Arch, 

Gentlemen, 

H  E  bridge  thrown  over  the  river  at  Lantrijfent^ 

•  near  Landaff^  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan^  is  one 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  performances  in  archite<5lure, 
that,  perhaps,  has  ever  appeared  5  and  the  more  fo  as  it  is 
the  work  of  one  William  Edwards,  an  illiterate  Welchman, 
well  infplrc’d,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  with  a  mechanical  genius: 
it  is  thrown'from  one  hill  to  another  :  its  dimenfions  as  ap-' 
■  VoL.  11.  N^.  8.  R  pear 

• 

*  We  are  well  pleafed  at  having  an  opportunity  of  informing 
our  correfpondent  and  the  public,  that  we  lhall,  very  fpeedily. 
give  deferiptions  of  two  machines  for  cutting  and  bruifing  furze, 
as  now  actually  pradtifed  in  Wales,  with  engravings  illuftrating 
the  fame,  a  gentleman  having  promifed  them  to  our  work.’  K. 

f  We  fhaU  be  glad  to  hear  from  this  gentleman  as  often  a 
-he  thinks  proper  to  favour  us  with  his  letters.  E. 
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pear  in  the  plan  inclofed  :  the  coft  700/.  only :  he  built  it 
twice,  becaufe,  at  firft,  the  butments  gave  way  t  you  will 
fee  by  the  plan  how  he  prevented  that  for  the  future,  by 
the  circular  arch  he  made- 

But  what  you  will  be  more  furprifed  at  ftill,  is  the  breadth 
of  it,  which  is  no  more  than  eight  feet,  as  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  diftant  from  the  capital,  the  number  of  carriages  are 
not  fo  many. 

j 

It  is  aftonifhing  to  fee  how  fuch  a  bridge  of  ftone,  of  fo 
narrow  a  breadth,  could  be  thrown  from  one  mountain  to 
another ;  the  diameter  of  the  circle  is  one  hundred  and 
feventy-five  feet :  the  chord  of  the  arch  is  one  hundred 
and  forty  feet :  the  altitude  from  the  chord  to  the  arch 
is  thirty-five  feet^. 

This  is  a  matter  worthy  the  conhderation  of  archite£fs, 
and  not  improper  for  your  work,  (which  has  the  additional 
title  of  Commerciale )  becaufe  it  makes  a  communication 
between  two  parts  of  South  Wales. 

If  it  is  acceptable  to  you,  you  have  the  liberty  to 
print  it  f. 


I  am. 


Gentlemen 


Your  humble  fervant 


Monmouthfhire, 
March  16,  1764. 


*  This  bridge  is  called  in  Welfh  Pont  y  ddy  Prydd,  and  is 
undoubtedly  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  curious  traveller. 

f  We  are  greatly  obliged  to  the  gentleman  who  has  kindly 
favoured  us  with  this  account,  and  think  it  always  a  happinefs 
when  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  bring  to  light  concealed  ineri|:, 
which,  but  for  our  work,  would  often  remain  in  a  Hate  of  ob- 
icuiity,  unknown,  unpraifed,  and  unrewarded,  A.  E.  R. 


N  U  M- 
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T ranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  the  Avoyer^  or  chief  MagiftratCy 

at  Berne,  in  Switzerland,  to  ■ — - ^  relative  to  the 

Alagazines  for  Corn  and  Wine  there 


SIR 


O  U  afk  me  for  an  account  of  the  provifions  both 


1  for  corn  and  wine,  which  are  fubfifting  in  the  can¬ 
ton  of  Berne,  and  if  it  is  true  that  we  owe  the  eftablifti- 
ment  of  them  to  the  patriotic  zeal  of  a  citizen  of  this 
republic,  who,  dying  without  children,  left  his  riches  for 
that  purpofe:  in  regard  to  v/hich,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  you,  that  you  have  been  mifinformed  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  foundation  of  our  magazines ;  and  give  me 
leave  to  add,  by  the  way,  that  it  is  not  in  this  little  repub¬ 
lic,  as  in  great  ftates.  At  Berne,  private  men  have  very 
{lender  fortunes :  on  the  contrary,  the  ftate,  by  a  courfe 
of  difintereftednefs  and  prudent  ceconomy  in  thofe  who 
govern,  may  pafs  for  rich,  fince  the  rights  of  the  royalties 
only,  with  the  rents  of  the  eftates,  or  lordfhips,  of  which 
they^  are  pofleffed,  both  by  purchafe  and  conqueft,  put  ft 
in  their  power,  and  even  without  railing  any  fort  of  tax  or 
cxcife  on  the  people,  to  lay  up  almoft  every  year  fome 
faving  in  the  treafury :  from  thence  it  arifes  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  is  always  both  willing  and  able  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  its  citizens  and  fubjeds,  and  therefore  fuch  foun¬ 
dations  would,  in  this  country,  be  works  of  fupererogation. 

The  magiftrates  of  Berne  ever  flatter  themfelves,  that  it 
is  more  honourable  for  them  to  adminifter  the  revenues  of 
the  republic  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  none  but  itfelf  fhould 
be  in  a  capacity  to  relieve  the  people,  than  it  would  be,  if 
by  augmenting  the  falaries  of  their  officers,  which  they  are 
well  able  to  do,  they  fhould  become,  after  the  example  of 


R  2 


many 


*  See  Number  XIX.  Page  63  of  this  Volume, 


iH  MUSEUM  RUSTICUAi 

many  great  ftates,  rich  citizens  in  a  poor  republic.  But 
it  is  time  to  finilli  this  long  digreffion,  and  to  apply  myfelf 
to  fatisfy,  Sir,  your  curiofity :  I  will  begin  by  laying  before 
you  tbd  nature  of  the  magazines  for  corn. 

The  people  of  Berne  have  two  forts,  one  fubje6l  to  great 
variations,  the  other  always  the  fame.  There  are  of  the 
firft  fort  many  in  the  capital,  and  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  canton,  which  are  filled,  more  or  lefs,  according  as  the 
abundance  of  the  harveft,  and  goodnefs  of  the  grain,  fur- 
nifh  an  opportunity ;  for,  befides  the  fixed  revenue  which 
the  flate  hath  in  fee-farm  rents,  it  hath  a  great  quantity  of 
tithes,  which  are  of  a  very  cafual,  and  very  different  pro¬ 
duce:  when  there  are  feveral  fruitful  years  in  fucceflion, 
the  granaries  of  this  fort  in  the  capital  become  full ;  but 
in  other  partSj  if  there  is  an  appearance,  towards  Eafter,  of  a 
good  harvefi,  the  corn  is  fold,  which  is  in  the  caftles  of  the 
different  bailiwicks,  after  having  paid  the  feveral  falaries 
to  which  they  are  made  liable ;  and  the  bailiffs,  who  have 
a  certain  revenue  made  good  to  them,  account  for  the  fur- 
plus  to  the  chamber  of  oeconomyat  Berne.  The  magazines 
of  this  capital,  on  the  contrary,  are  never  opened  and  fold 
but  in  dear  times ;  and  then  care  is  taken  not  to  fell  to  any 
/  family  more  than  is  fufficient  for  its  fupply,  and  always  be¬ 
low  the  market  price. 

As  to  the  magazines  of  the  fecond  fort,  they  are  called 
the  provifion^  and  were  efiablifhed  in  purfuance  of  a  con¬ 
vention,  called  the  dijfentional^  which  the  whole  Helvetic 
body  hath  entered  into  for  the  common  defence  of  Swit- 
,  zerland,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  from  a  foreign  enemy.  This 
treaty,  regulating  the  number  of  troops  and  artillery  which 
each  canton  is  bound  to  furnifh,  obliges  them  at  the  fame 
time,  to  have  always  ready,  and  in  ftore,  provifion  and  amu- 
nition  in  proportion  to  their  contingent.  There  are  of 
thefe  magazines  of  provifion,  as  well  at  Berne  as  in  all  the 
caftles  where  the  bailiffs  refide  :  they  are  never  either  di- 
miniftied  or  encreafed,  only  care  is  taken  to  keep  them 
always  in  good  .order,  and  to  fubftitute  good  corn  in  the 
,p!ace  of  that  which  decays,  A  bailiff,  who  fhouid  mifap- 

ply 
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ply  this  provifion,  would  be  depofed  ;  and  from  time  to 
•  time  the  deputies  of  Berne,  without  giving  notice  of  their 
intention,  vifit  thefe  magazines,  and  caiife  the  corn  to  be 
meafured  over.  Although  there  is  fix  times  more  corn  in 
thefe  magazines  than  the  contingent,  which  Berne  fur- 
nifties  by  the  diftentional,  requires,  they  have  never  taken, 
‘in  times  of  peace,  more  than  one  fourth  part  in  an  exceed¬ 
ing  fcarcity  ;  and  they  have  had  great  care  to  refill  them 
without  delay. 

This  is^  Sir,  in  abridgement,  an  account  of  the  magazines 
‘for  the  provifion  of  corn  in  the  canton  of  Berne.  Several 
fhort  crops  within  fifteen  years  having  caufed  the  common 
people  to  fufFer  by  the  high  price  which  they  were  obliged 
to  give  for  their  bread,  and  the  corn  v/hich  the  government 
caufed  to  be  purchafed  in  Burgundy  and  Suabia,  and 
refold  to  a  great  lofs,  having  given  but  little  relief  to  the 
mifery  of  the  poor,  there  is  at  prefent  a  proje£l  under  con- 
fideration  at  Berne,  which,  if  it  is  brotight  to  pafs,  will,  in 
all  probability,  prevent  the  fubjecls  of  this  ilate  from  pay¬ 
ing  very  dear  for  their  bread  for  the  time  to  come ;  which 
is  this:  It  is  propofed  to  build,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  canton 
which  are  moft:  fruitful  in  corn,  large  granaries,  and  at.fuch 
times  when  the  abundance  of  the  harvefi:  ftiall  have  caufed 
the  value  of  a  certain  meafure  of  corn  to  fall  below  a  cer¬ 
tain  price,  to  buy  up,  on  account  of  the  government,  all 
that  fliall  be  left  for  fale  in  the  markets,  after  private  per- 
fons  have  done  buying,  to  the  end  that  the  owner,  or  farm¬ 
er,  may  be  alv/ays  fure  of  having  a  certain  price  for  his 
corn,  and  not  be  under  a  neceftity  of  being  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  and  trouble  of  laying  up  what  he  may  have  left  in 
the  town-hall,  or  carrying  it  home  again,  or  elfe  felling 
it  at  too  low  a  price  to  foreigners  in  the  neighbourhood, 
of  whom  the  fubjedfs  of  Berne  are  often  afterwards  obliged 
to  buy  it  again  at  an  exorbitant  rate.  The  government, 
on  the  contrary,  will  fell  their  corn  again  to  their  fubjedls, 
as  foon  as  ever  the  price  lhall  have  rifen  to  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  ;  and  by  this  management  they  will  prevent  both  the 
too  high,  and  too  low  price  of  this  commodity,  both  of 

v/hich 
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which  are  inconveniences,  in  their  confequenccs  hurtful 
enough  to  deferve  the  care  of  a  fovereign  to  prevent,  who* 
hath  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  procure,  as  much  as 
can  depend  on  his  care  and  forefight,- the  happinefs  of 
the  people  which  Providence  hath  fubmitted  to  his  go* 
vernment. 

As  to  wine,  the  ftate  of  Berne  having  a  great  quantity 
of  wine,  as  tithes  and  quit-rehts,  in  the  feveral  vineyards 
in  the  canton,  had  formerly  a  great  deal  in  ftore,  both  at 
Berne  and  elfewhere,  of  which  they  made  ufc,  in  fliort 
years,  both  to  pay  the  falaries  in  wine,  which  are  annexed 
to  a  number  of  employments,  and  to  fupply  the  poor 
citizens  therewith  at  a  moderate  price,  obferving  the  fame 
precaution  as  when  they  fell  corn  at  a  low  price ;  but  the  - 
falarjes  in  wine  have  by  little  and  little  encreafed  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  at  this  day  there  is  fo  little  left  to  be  laid 
up,  that  after  two  fucceeding  fhort  years,  the  ftate  £nds 
itfelf  under  a  neceility  of  paying  a  great  part  of  the  fa¬ 
laries  in  money,  which  were  appointed  to  be  paid  in  wine, 
in  order  to  keep  it  in  their  power  to  fupply  the  tradefmen 
and  other  poor  citizens  of  Berne  therev/ith  at  a  low 
rate. 

I  hope,  Sir,  that  I  have  been  fo  fuccelsful  as  to  fa- 
tisfy  your  curiofity,  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SIR, 

Your  humble  fervant. 


NUMBER  XLIL 
Ti?  the  EditQrs  of  the  Museum  Rusti^um. 
Gentlemen, 

IN  your  laft  monthly  collefiion  you  obliged  your  readers 
with  two  engraved  plates  of  the  price  of  wheat  and 
malt,  at  Windfor  market,  for  one  hundred  years.  I  hap¬ 
pen  to  have  by  me  an  account  from  the  fame  place,  from 

the 


i 
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the  year  1551,  to  the  year  1763,  which  includes  the 
.hundred  years  already  publhhed,  and  which,  by  comparing, 
I  find  to  be  right. 

I  have  therefore  tranfcribed  the  account,  (leaving  out 
thofe  hundred  years  already  publifhed)  and  fent  it  you  in- 
clofed  as  an  addition  to  what  you  have  printed  before. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

April  16,  1764.  Y.  Z. 


ExtraSfs  from  the  Ledger  Books  of  Eton  College^  relative 
to  the  Prices  of  Wheat  and  Malt  at  Windfor  Market, 


1551,  It  appears,  by  a  memorandum,  that  this,  year 
began  the  cuftom  of  receiving  wheat  or  malt,  inftead  of 
money,  for  part  of  the  rent,  wheat  at  8  s,  the  quarter, 
fnalt  at  5  r.  ditto. 

For  inftance,  The  old  rent  of  Compton,  in  f,  s,  d. 
money,  was  16  4  o 

£• 


It  was  altered  to  rent  in  money  ,  ^  ^  16 


4 

8 

8 


o 


To  rent  in  wheat,  20  qrs.  at  Ss,  per  qr,  8  o  o 
Old  rent  of  Thurlby,  in  money  18 

It  was  altered  to  rent  in  money  13  8  o  7  o 
To  rent  in  malt,  20  qrs.  at  5^.  per  qr.  5003 

And  this  price  continued  of  8  r.  quarter  for  wheat, 
and  5/,  quarter  for  malt,  to  the  year  1591,  notwith- 
flanding  the  corn-a6f,  1575. 

The  quantities  of  wheat  and  malt  were  calculated  fo 
nearly  to  the  ufes  of  the  college,  that  feldom  any  was 
bought,  or  any  overplus  to  be  fold ;  fo  that  the  market 
^price  is  rarely  to  be  met  with. 

1567,  Wheat  bought  at  18  r.  the  quarter.  Malt,  at  131. 
ditto.  Old  rye,  20  r.  ditto.  Oats,  7  j.  ditto.  Beans, 
I  /.  4r.  ditto. 


Wheat,  threfhing /)^r  quarter  14^.  Barley,  7  ditto. 
Oxen,  2/,  13  j.  4^.  a-piece.  Calves,  8r.  4^.  Sheep,  2s, 
to  7  Bcar^  i /.  71,  4^,  Hops,  i/.  qr.  per  C  wt. 

J594,  Malt, 
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i594»  Malt  fold  at  i6  s.  6d,  quarter  (Wheat,  by 
Bifhop  Fleetv/ood,  56  j.  the  quarter). 

1595,  Malt  fold  at  20  s.  per  qr.  Wheat,  40 r.  ditto. 

1596,  Ditto,  at  i/.  6r.  8  ditto.  Wheat,  48  r,  ditto. 
IS97>  Wheat  fold,  Lady-Day,  at  3/.  nr.  the  quarter. 

Malt,  at  2I.  10s,  4d.  Michaelmas,  M^heat,  ^ /,  8  s.  Malt, 
at  2  /.  2  r.  4  d. 


Oxen,  from  4/. 

0  s. 

to 

6/.  10  j. 

Sheep,  from 

6  s. 

to 

/ 

10  r. 

6<f.  ^ 

WHeat  fold  for 

Malt  fold  for 

) 

per  Quarter. 

per  Quarter. 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d^ 

1598,  Lady-Day, 

3 

8 

0, 

I 

H 

4 

Michaelmas, 

2 

5 

4 

I 

10 

8 

1599,  Lady-Day, 

2 

5 

4 

I 

4 

4 

Michaelmas, 

I 

13 

0 

I 

2 

4 

3600,  Lady- Day 3 

I 

12 

8 

0 

16 

0 

Michaelmas, 

2 

2 

8 

.1 

4 

0 

1601,  Lady- Day, 

I 

t8 

0 

I 

4 

0 

V  Michaelmas, 

I 

II 

8 

I 

5 

0 

3602,  Lady-Day, 

I 

6 

8 

0 

18 

8 

Michaelmas, 

I 

12 

0 

0 

16 

0 

N.  B.  The  bufhel 

is  of  nine  gallons  at  Windfor,  and 

moll  of  the  neighbouring  towns ;  has  been  fo  here,  perhaps, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  college.  There  are  fixty  loaves 
of  coliege-bread  made  out  of  a  bufliel  of  wheat;  each 
loaf  to  weigh  fixteen  ounces  into  the  oven ;  twelve  ounces 
weight,  baked  ;  and  which  is  the  daily  allowance  to  every 
one  in  the  coilc2;e. 

1603,^ 

^  Great  ufe  may  be  made  of*fueh  regifters  as  the  above,  by 
marking  the  variation  of  the  prices  of  diJferent  articles  at  fun- 
dry  periods.  For  inllance,  in  the  year  1567  it  appears  that 
oxen  were  2/.  13  j.  4  a-piece ;  and  fneep' from  ai.  to  7  j. 
whereas,  thirty  years  afterwards,  in  the  year  1597,  oxen  were 
from  4/.  to  6/.  loi.  a'head;  and  iheep  from  6  j.  to  10  6d, 

•  This  was  a  great  rife,  yet  by  a  diligent  fearch  into  the  hiftory 
of  ,that  period,  it  may  be  accounted  for.  E. 
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Wheat  fold  for 
per  Quarter. 

Malt  fold  for 
per  Qiurter. 

s. 

d. 

£• 

d. 

1603,  •  Lady-Day,  , 

I 

4 

0 

14 

8 

Michaelmas, 

I 

13 

4 

0 

H 

8 

1604,  Lady-Day, 

I 

10 

0 

'  0 

13 

8 

Michaelmas, 

1 

II 

4 

0 

15 

4 

1605,  Lady-Day, 

I 

17 

4 

1 

I 

4 

Michaelmas, 

I 

14 

4 

1 

2 

8 

1606,  Lady- Day, 

I 

10 

0 

X 

0 

0 

Michaelmas, 

I 

16 

0 

0 

18 

8 

1607,  Lady-Day, 

2 

0 

0 

0 

18 

0 

Michaelmas, 

I 

13 

4 

0 

18 

8 

1608,  Lady -Day, 

2 

5 

4 

I 

6 

b 

Michaelmas, 

3 

8 

0 

I 

8 

0 

1609,  Lady- Day, 

2 

16 

0 

I 

8 

8 

Mkhaelmas, 

2 

4 

0 

I 

9 

4 

1610,  Lady-Day, 

I 

19 

0 

I 

0 

0 

Michaelmas, 

I 

12 

8 

0 

18 

8 

1611,  Lady-Day, 

1 

15 

4 

0 

17 

4 

Michaelmas, 

2 

2 

0 

I 

2 

0 

1612,  Lady-Day, 

2 

0 

0 

I 

5 

4 

Michaelmas, 

2 

4 

8 

■*;*l^*:  X 

5 

4 

1613,  Lady-Day, 

2 

8 

0 

X 

6 

8 

Michaelmas, 

2 

9 

4 

i 

6 

0 

1614^  Lady-Day, 

2 

6 

I 

X 

6 

0 

Michaelmas, 

I 

^7 

4 

X 

8 

0 

1615,  Lady-Day, 

I 

17 

4 

I 

4 

0 

Michaelmas, 

2 

0 

0 

I 

6 

8 

t6i6i  Lady- Day, 

2 

I 

4 

I 

8 

0. 

Michaelmas, 

I 

19 

4 

X 

I 

4 

'1617,  Lady- Day, 

2 

8 

8 

I 

0 

8 

Michaelmas, 

2 

8 

8 

I 

0 

0 

16185  Lady-Day, 

2 

9 

4 

.  X 

0 

0 

Michaelmas, 

2 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2619,  Lady-Day, 

I 

16 

0 

0 

19 

4 

Michaelmas, 

I 

14 

8 

I 

0 

0 

162O5  Lady-Day, 

I 

9 

4 

0 

18 

8 

Michaelmas, 

I 

II 

4 

0 

18 

8 
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Wheat  fold  for 
per  Quarter. 

Malt  fold  fof 
per  Quarter. 

i. 

162 1,  Lady-Day, 

1 

6 

0 

> 

0 

16 

0 

Michaelmas, 

I 

U 

8 

0 

16 

0 

1622,  Lady- Day, 

2 

8 

0 

I 

4 

0 

Michaelmas, 

3 

9 

4  . 

I 

8 

d 

1623,  Lady-Day, 

3 

0. 

0 

I 

II 

8 

Michaelmas, 

2 

4 

0 

I 

10 

8 

1624,  Lady-Day, 

2 

5 

4 

I 

4 

0 

Michaelmas, 

2 

10 

8 

I 

2 

8 

1625,  Lady-Day, 

2 

13 

4 

1 

I 

0 

Michaelmas, 

2 

10 

8 

i 

2 

0 

1626,  Lady-Day, 

2 

13 

4  , 

I 

8 

B 

Michaelmas, 

2 

5 

4  , 

I 

6 

8 

1627,  Lady-Day, 

I 

18 

0 

I 

0 

0 

Michaelmas^ 

I 

14 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1628,  Lady-Day, 

I 

6 

8 

0 

18 

0 

Michaelmas, 

I 

9 

4 

0 

18 

0 

1629,  Lady-Day, 

1 

18 

8 

I 

0 

0 

Michaelmas, 

2 

5 

4 

I 

8 

0 

1630,  Lady-Day, 

2 

5 

4 

I 

9 

4 

Michaelmas, 

3 

6 

0 

I 

18 

8 

1631,  Lady- Day, 

4 

0 

6 

4 

0 

Michaelmas, 

2 

16 

0 

I 

*3 

4 

1632,  Lady-Day, 

2 

8 

0 

I 

4 

Michaelmas,' 

2 

18 

8 

I 

6 

8 

1633,  Lady-Day, 

2 

16 

0 

I 

4 

8 

Michaelmas, 

3 

0 

0 

I 

II 

4 

1634,  Lady-Day, 

2 

16 

«o 

\ 

I 

12 

8 

Michaelmas, 

2 

16 

0 

I 

12 

0 

1635,  Lady-Day, 

2 

12 

0 

I 

7 

4 

Michaelmas, 

3 

0 

0 

I 

8 

a 

1636,  Lady-Day, 

2 

13 

4 

I 

8 

0 

Michaelmas, 

3 

0 

0 

I 

9 

4 

1637*  Lady-Day, 

2 

10 

0 

I 

10 

8 

Michaelmas, 

2 

16 

0 

2 

8 

0 

1638,  Lady-Day, 

3 

6 

8 

2 

10 

0 

Michaelmas, 

2 

8 

0 

I 

14  8 
1639 
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1639,  Lady- Day, 
Michaelmas, 

1640,  Lady-Day, 
Michaelmas, 

.  1641,  Lady-Day, 
Michaelmas, 


Wheat  fold  for 
'•  per  Charter. 

258 

240 

1  17  4 

2  12  o 

2  12  0 

240 


Malt  fold  for 
per  Quarter. 

£,  s,  d, 
I  14  I 

I  9 

I  6 


I  9 
1  10 
I  8 


4 

o 

4 

o 

o 


'Note^  From  September  17,  1641,  to  September  18)  1646, 
710  (accounts  remain  of  receipts^  or  expenees,  during  that 
time  '  V  . 


1649,  NotCy  This  yeary  from  raifing  the  Jiipends  and 
dues  in  monejy  to  provoji  aiid  felloivsy  neither  wheat  nor 
malt  were  fuficient,  No  wheat  nor  malt  fold  this  yeary 
fo  that  probably  the  corn-rents  then  firji  began  to  be  paid 
in  money. 


A  continuation  of  the  true  market-price  of  wheat  and 
malt  in  Windfor  market,  from  1745  to  1758,  taken 
from  the  audit-books  in  Eton  college;  and  of  wheat. 


to  the  year  1763. 

- 

Wheat  bulheU 

Malt  per  bufhel. 

s.  dl 

/.  d. 

J746,  Lady-Day, 

5  3 

2  10 

Michaelmas, 

4  6 

2  9 

1747,  Lady-Day, 

4  7i 

2  10 

Michaelmas, 

4  1 

2  10 

1748,  Lady-Day, 

4  6 

2  10 

Michaelmas, 

4  9 

3  0 

1749,  Lady- Day, 

4  6 

3  a 

Michaelmas, 

4  9 

3  2 

1750,  Lady- Day, 

3  loi  ' 

3  2 

Michaelrnas, 

4  3 

3  2 

1751,  Lady- Day, 

4  li- 

3  2 

Michaelmas, 

5  6 

3  4 

1752,  Lady-Day, 

5 

3  ^ 

Michaelmas, 

5  3 

3  4 

! 

1753,  Lady- 

*  The  years  from  1646 

to  1746  are 

publilhed  In  the 

monthly  paper. 

S  2 

V 
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Wheat  per  bufhel.  Malt  per  buniel. 

s »  rim  s  • 

I753>  Uady-Day,  58  34 

Michaelmas,  56  3  ^ 

1754,  Lady-Day,  48  36 

Michaelmas,  40  3  ^ 

1755,  Lady-Day,  3  J4I  32 

Michaelmas,  46  3  ^ 

1756,  Lady-Day,  4  32 

Michaelmas,  69  3  4 

1757,  Lady-Day,  8  6  46 

Michaelmas,  6  6  46 


Common  value  for  the  )  2 
iafl  two  years,  5 

I 

1758,  Lady-Day,  } 
Michaelmas,  5 

1759,  Lady-Day,  ? 
Michaelmas,  3 

1760,  Lady-Day,  2 
Michaelmas,  3 

1761,  Lady-Day,  ? 
Michaelmas,  3 

3762,  Lady-Day,  \ 
Michaelmas,  3 


12  6 
6  6| 


5  2^ 


III  e  qr. 

3  bufhel 


4 

4  3t 

5  o 

4  ’9 


N.  B. 

thefe 
are  i 
j  for  each  Tear, 


J 


> 


The  Rates  for 
laji  five  Tears 
he  mean  Prices 


In  the  price  of  malt,  the  6d.  2.  bufhel  tax  is  not  charged. 

The  way  that  the  college  comes  at  thefe  prices,  is  this : 

The  college  baker  and  brewer  attend  Windfor  market 
on  the  market-days  next  before  Lady-Day  and  Michaelmas, 
and  bring  an  account  of  the  higheft  price  that  wheat  and 
malt  is  fold  for,  in  the  market  that  day,  to  the  provoft 
and  fellows. 

It  is  in  the  tenant's  option,  whether  he  will  pay  his  v/heat 
and  malt  in  kind,  or  in  money  at  the  market  price. 

If  the  malt  is  paid  for  in  money,  it  is  the  cuftom  for  the 
college  to  abate  6d,  in  tbe  bulhel,  which  is  the  malt-tax. 
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NUMBER  XLIII. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  explaining  the  Ufe  of  ijoe  annexed 
Table  of  Silver  Coins^  compofed  by  the  late  Martin  Folkes, 
Efq’i  P  reft  dent  of  the  Royal  Sociky* 

,  Gentlemen, 

About  the  year  1748,  perufing  the  table  of  illver 
coins  compofed  by  the  late  very  learned  and  ingeni¬ 
ous  Martin  Folkes,  Efq;  prefident  of  the  royal  fociety,  1 
was  pleafed  with  a  (hort  table,  exhibiting,  at  one  view,  the 
fiandard  of  our  filver  money  as  to  goodnefs,  together  with 
the  true  weight  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pennies,  fixty 
groats,  or  twenty  fliillings,  making  the  pound  flerling  in 
tale  5  and  the  prefent  intrinfic  value  of  fo  much  filver,  as 
was  refpediively  contained  in  the  fame  pound  flerling,  at 
^he  feveral  times  there  noted  in  the  firft  coliunn  ;  to  which 
was  added,  in  the  laft  column,  the  fame  intrinfic  value  of 
the  nominal  pound  fterling,  expreffed  in  decimals  of  our 
prefent  flerling  pound :  whereby  the  proportion  of  the  in¬ 
trinfic  value  of  any  former  fums  of' money,  mentioned  in 
books,  to  the  intrinfic  value  of  fo  much  money  as  is  now 
called  by  the  fame  appellation,  may  immediately  be  known  ; 
and  the  prices  of  provifions,  labour,  and  materials,  in  for¬ 
mer  times,  may  readily  be  compared  with  the  different 
prices  which  the  like  provifions,  labour,  and  materials, 
are  found  to  bear  at  this  day. 

But  the  table  above  referred  to  is  not  intelligible  to  all 
readers,  as  the  fymbol  W,  which  figniiies  v/orfe  than  ftan- 
dard,  is  not  explained. 

It  was  propofed  to  Mr.  Folkes,  to  make  a  new  table 
with  explanations  and  additions  ;  which  he  did,  and  it  has 
been  engraved  ;  and  from  thence  you  have  ftruck  off  co¬ 
pies,  of  which  the  following  is  one.  I  am, 

'  Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Y.  Z.^ 

N  U  M- 
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NUMBER  XLIV. 

<■ 

A  Letter  to  Mr,  Robt.  Davis,  on  the  life  of  Cragg  as 

a  Manure  In  Suffolk. 

i 

SIR, 

IDO  not  know  ivhether  the  manure  made  ufe  of  ia 
Suffolk  is  fo  generally  known  in  other  parts  of  Eng¬ 
land  as  it  ought,  1  mean,  in  thofe  counties  that  are  bounded 
by  the  ocean. 

'This  is  what  the  Suffolk  farmers  call  craggy  and  which 
is  the  remains  of  marine  fhdls  of  various  kinds,  and  in 
which  the  greateft  part  of  the  cliffs^  on  the  Britifh  coaft 
abound  5  and  in  many  places  they  are  to  be  feen  forty  or 
fifty  feet  higher  than  the  fea  ever  rifes,  and  are  alfo  to  be 
found  in  many  inland  places.  How  they  came  there,  is 
the  bufinefs  of  naturaliffs  to  enquire. 

My  bufinefs,  at  prefent,  is  to  inform  the  farmer,  that 
wherever  this  cragg  is  to  be  found,  near,  or  on  his  farm, 
he  has  found  a  treafure;  for  with  it  he  may  warm  and 
meliorate  all  his  cold,  wet,  or  clay  land,  fo  as  to  render 
it  inferior  to  none;  and  I  have  ftrong  reafon  to  believe 
there  are  few  parts  of  this  ifland,  wherein  this  cragg  may 
not  be  found,  even  in  the  moft  inland  counties. 

It  is  but  a  few  years  fince  this  ready-prepared  lime  has 
been  ufed  in  Suffolk  ;  and  the  farmers,  who  had  long  Icafes 
on  exhaufted  lands,  have,  in  confequence  of  this  difcovery, 
become  rich  with  the  ufe  of  it ;  and  wherever  it  can  be 
found,  it  will  be  produdtive  of  the  fame  fuccefs. 

The  imperceptible  manner  in  which  the  fea  fleals  from 
one  coaft,  and  lends  to  another,  pafles  almoft  unnoticed  by 
each  generation  of  men ;  but  there  is  great  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  every  part  of  this  ifiand  has  been,  at  fome  time 
or  other,  pofleiTed  by  the  fea.  I  have,  myfelf,  feen  (many 
hundred  miles  from  the  fea,  on  the  continent  of  America) 
a  quantity  of  oyfter'fhelis,  fuincient  to  have  built  a  city  , 

which 
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which  tould  have  come  there  by  no  other  than  a  natural 
,  caufe. 

If  this  hint  be  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  ufeful  book, 
I  may  be  encouraged  thereby  to  convey  fome  further  in¬ 
formation  to  you  on  other  matters,  being, 

.  SIR,  Your’s,  ^c. 

A  Suffolk  Farmer- 

. .  '■*.  1.  lli-  ll-l  I  I  II  ■.IMI.  n  1'  «  < 

NUMBER  XLV- 

A  Letter  fro?n  a  Farmer  to  the  Editors^  on  a  Method  of  pfe- 
venting  Pigeons  from  dejlroying  Peas^  Vetches^  &c. 
when  firji  fown. 

Gentlemen, 

ISuppofe  you  do  not  always  require  that  your  eorrefpond- 
ents  fhould  be  people  of  confequence:  I,  for  my  part, 
am  a  plain  farmer,  yet,  I  hope,  an  honeft  man  5  and  as  I 
have  fome  thought  and  reflexion,  as  well  as  my  betters, 
it  is  not  impoffible  but  my  letter  may  be,  in  fome  meafure, 
worthy  of  your  notice. 

I^aft  year  I  fowed,  and  had  five  acres  of  peas,  or  Ihould 
have  had,  at  leaft ;  for  foon  after  they  were  fown,  being 
greatly  infefied  by  a  rich  neighbour’s  large  flock  of  pigeons, 
much  of  the  feed  was  devoured,  I  did  all  I  could  to  fright 
them  away  5  fhot  at  them  with  powder  (for  1  dared  not  to 
kill  them,  as  the  dove-cote  they  belonged  to  was  a  legal 
one,  and  my  neighbour  but  a  crabbed  fort  of  an  old  fellow): 
I  fet  a  boy  to  watch  them,  I  put  up  fcare  crows,  but  all 
in  vain  ;  and  I  foon  perceived  there  was  a  great  probability 
of  my  whole  crop  being  defiroyed  by  thefe  furious  ene¬ 
mies. 

My  next  ftep,  therefore,  was  to  apply  to  my  neighbour, 
and  beg  of  him  to  feed  his  pigeons  at  home  for  a  few  weeks; 
this  he  refufed  to  do,  as  he  faid,  on  account  of  the  trouble, 
though  I  offered  to  contribute  a  few  bufhels  of  off-corn  to 
do  it  withall. 


My 
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My  cafe  grew  now  quite  defperate,  and  I  knew  not;  fot' 
fome  time,  which  way  to  turn  myfelffor  a  remedy:  at  laft 
I  applied  to  a  bird-catcher  in  the  town,  who  had  a  very  large 
pair  of  fpring-nets,  and  who  undertook,  for  a  crown,  to  catch 
as  many  of  them  for  me  as  I  would.  I  ftruck  the  bargam 
immediately,  and  we  foon  baited  the  ground  properly  to 
attra^i:  them  to  a  particular  part  of  the  land.  My  com¬ 
panion  made  good  his  word,  for  in  the  fpace  of  two  days 
he  caught  me  above  fixteen  dozen  ;  which  I  let  fly  again^ 
but  not  before  I  had  cut  ofF  their  tails,  that  their  owner 
might  know  where  they  had  be'en  vifiting. 

This  cutting  off  their  tails  was  the  only  thing  I  could 
do  to  protect  myfelf  from  their  depredations :  it  caOfed  them 
to  keep  at  home,  for  they  were  no  fooner  returned  to  the 
dove-cote,  but  it  became  a  prifon  to  them  ;  for  they  cannot 
bolt,  or  fly  out  of  the  tops  of  the  cote,  but  by  the  afliftance 
and  ftreiigth  of  their  tails. 

My  neighbour,  at  the  two  days  end,  finding  his  flight 
of  pigeons  fo  much  thinned,  and  being  told  that.  I  jfliould 
fay  I  would  do  for  them,  charged  me  with  deftroying 
them,  arid  threatened  to  profecute  me.  as  the  ftatute  in  that 
cafe  diredfs;  but  I  knew  my  innocence,  therefore  defied  him 
to  do  his  worlf.  He  went  immediately  to  a  lawyer,  who 
told  him,  that  nothing  could  be  done  without  evidence :  my 
neighbour  then  went  home,  and  taking  with  him  one  of  his 
men,  to  witnefs  how  many  pigeons  had  been  deflroyed 
within  two  days,  went  to  the  dovecote,  when  opening  the 
door  he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find  near  two  hundred 
prifoners  fluttering  about  without  their  tails,  and  ready  to 
eat  one  another  for  hunger. 

When  he  found.  hoW  I  had  ferved.  him,  he  ferit  for  rhe, 
and  with  a  lefs  haughty  air  than  he  had  before  afTumed,  re- 
quefted  I  would  not  disfigure  any  more  of  his  pigeons, 
promifingto  feed  them  regularlv  every  day  till  my  peas  wer^ 
out  of  danger.  By  this  contrivance  •  1  faved  near  half  my 
crop,  and  thought  myfelf  very  well  off. 

My  reafon  for  fending  you  this  account  is,  that  others 
may  be  taught  how  to  defend'  themfcl'ves  on  a  like  o’ccafion. 

I  fu^ 


ET  COMMERCIAL  E.  13S 
I  fuppofe  other  means  may  be  found  of  catching  them  be- 
iides  a  net.  l  am,  with  great  refpeiSf, 

GENTLEMEN) 

Cambridgefhire,  Your  very  bumble  fervant^ 

March  6,  1764.  J.  Smith. 


Number  xlvl 

A  Litter  to  the  Editors^  recommending  a  Method  of  making 

Beech  Wood  more  durable. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Cannot  help  congratulating  you  on  your  happy  thought 
of  giving  farmers,  and  others,  an  opportunity  of  pub- 
lilhing  their  fentiments  to  the  world,  by  means  of  your  very 
ufeful  colle6fion.  I  acknowledge,  I  have  greatly  benefited, 
by  reading  that  part  of  your  work  which  has  already  made 
its  appearance  in  public,  and  have  not  the  leaft  doubt  of 
being  equally  entertained  and  inftru^fed  by  what  is  to 
come. 

Being*  willing  to  contribute  tny  mite  towards  the  Mufeum 
'Ruftlcum^  I  now  take  pen  in  hand  to  give  you  fome  account 
bf  a  method  I  have  long  ufed  of  making  beech  timber, 
when  wrought  into  different  forms,  more  durable  than  it 
naturally  is. 

This  wood  is  well  known  to  be  very  niiuch  fubje^f  to 
breed  the  worm,  which  prefently  deffroys  it:  this  worm  ir 
fuppofed,  not  Without  realbn,  to  feed  on  the  fap  that  re¬ 
mains  in  the  wood  after  it  is  cut  out  into  fcantlings,  and 
wrought  up  ;  therefore  I  imagined  the  heft  way  to  pre- 
fcrve  it  was,  to  take  away  the  food  that  the  worm  fed  on, 
by  extra<^ing,  in  fome  manner,  the  fap. 

There  was,  as  I  have  been  informed,  fome  years  ago, 
an  attempt  made  to  prepare  beech-timber  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  make  it  fit  for  the  purpofes  for  which  elm  is  often 
ufed  in  fhip-bullding ;  and  a  patent  was  obtained  for  the 
invention  j  but  I  never  heard  of  this  fcheme  meeting  with 
Vot.II,  No.  8.  T  encQu-^ 
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encouragement,  which  I  am  apt  to  think  might  partly  be 
owing  to  the  expence  attending  the  preparation  of  the 
timber. 

The  manner  in  which  it  was  done  Whs'S  follows.  After 
the  timber  was  fawed  into  fcantlings,  or  hewed  only,  if  it 
was  to  be  ufed  in  an  entire  piece,  it  was  laid  in  a  bed  of 
fand,  which  fand  was  contained  in  a  building  of  brickwork, 
contrived  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  heated,  by  means  of 
properly-difpofed  'furnaces,  to  any  degree,  ' 

-Ehis  heating  of  the  fand  cauied  the  wood,  which  it  co¬ 
vered,  to  fweat  out  its  Tap,  which  was  all  imbibed  by  the 
dry  fand,  and  the  timber  was  left,  after  the  operation,  in  a 
{late  much  improved. 

r  i  do  not  deny  but  that  this  method  was  very  efficacious, 
bat  it  appears  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  expenfive. 

I  ufe,  for  the  purpofe  of  improving  this  wood,  two  feve- 
rai  methods.  When  the  fcantlings  are  large,  I  lay  them, 
after  they  are  rough- wrought,  to  foak  in  a  pond  of  water 
for  feme  weeks,  ,more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  girt  of  the 
pieces,  and  the  feafon  of  the  yearj  in  the  heat  of  fummer 
the  operation  is  fooneft  done.  If  they  are  planks,  op  boards, 
and  there  is  danger  of  their  warping,  I  lay  them  to  dry  under 
cover  from  the  fun  and  rain,  putting  bits  of  laths  betwixt 
the  boarck  to  prevent  their  lying  clofe  together,  and  a 
confiderable  weight  of  Hones,  &c.  over  all.  If  they  are 
blocks  of  a  large  fcantling,  for  beams,  joifts,  for  which 
this  wood  is  fometimes  ufed,  I  take  no  other  caution  than 
letting  them  dry  gradually  without  being  expofed  either  to 
the  fun,  or  the  rain,  which  would  be  apt  to  make  them 
ihiver,  and  be  fpoilt  in  the  working. 

This  firfl:  method,  you  will  perhaps  fey,  is  very  eafy : 
and  indeed  I  have  found  it  fo  ;  neither  did  it  ever  fail  me ; 
but  the  timber,  when  applied  to  ufe,  was  at  leaft  as  good, 
and  as  durable,  as  elm. 

I  am  a  very  old  man,  Gentlemen  ;  and  between  thirty 
and  forty  years  ago,  I  made  an  addition  to  my  houfe,  which, 
with  fome  land  about  it,  is  my  freehold.  ,  For  the  beams, 
joifts,  and  many  of  the  floors,  I  ufed  this  wood,  prepared 


ET  COMMERCIALE.  137 

as  above,  which  are  to  this  day  as  found  as  ever,  and  likely 
to  remain  fo :  I  had,  however,  the  precaution  to  give  the 
wood  a  thick  coat  of  pitch,  wherever  it  touched  the  brick¬ 
work;  for  it  does  not  love  any  kind  of  dampnefs,  which  in¬ 
clines  it  to  rot,  like  elm  ;  but  keep  it  dry,  and  1  cannot  fay 
how  long  it  will  laft  in  my  method  of  preparing  it. 

The  beech,  I  ufed  in  my  houfe,  was  felled  in  the  heat 
of  fummer,  when  in  full  fap,  as  I  judged  the  fap  was  at  that 
feafon  in  the  moft  fluid  ftate,  and  would  the  readier  quit 
the  wood  than  when  itwas  dead,  and  congealed,  as  it  were, 
in  an  inaifive  ftate  in  winter. 

If  I  remember  right,  the  beams  and  larger  pieces  were 
left  above  twenty  weeks  in  the  pond,  the  joifts  and  rafters 
about  twelve  weeks,  and  the  thinner  boards  eight ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  they  were  all  gradually  dried  in  the  manner 
above  dire6fed. 

I  am  now  to  inform  you  in  what  manner  I  manage  thi^ 
wood  for  fmaller  works  ;  and  in  this  way  I  have  wrought  a 
great  deal  of  it  myfelf. 

1  have,  in  a  back  houfe,  ere£led  a  large  copper,  which 
holds  near  two  hogfheads,  in  which  I  boil,  for  two  or  three 
hours,  all  the  beech  wood  I  employ  in  fmaller  ufes,  which 
is  no  inconfiderable  quantity  in  a  year,  being  a  chair-maker 
and  turner  by  trade.  This  way  of  managing  the  wood 
takes  out  all  the  fap  ;  it  works  pleafanter,  is  more  beautiful 
when  finiftied,  and  lafts,  without  comparifon,  longer. 

After  I  have  boiled  my  wood  for  two  or  three  hours,  be¬ 
fore  I  dry  it  I  beftow  another  fhort  boil  on  it,  of  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  in  fome  frefh  water,  the  firft  being 
ftrongly  impregnated  with  the  fap,  and  acquiring  a  high 
colour,  and  a  bitter  tafte. 

I  have  often  thought,  that  for  many  ufes  it  would  be 
a  great  improvement  of  this  v/ood,  if  it  was  a  third  time  to 
be  boiled  in  fome  vegetable  oil,  or,  at  leaft,  if  not 
boiled  in  it,  managed  in  fome  manner  that  the  pores  of 
the  wood  fhould  be  filled  with  the  fat  juice ;  but  as  this  is 
cxpenfive,  and  I  had  no  immediate  occafion  for  fuch  an 
improvement,  I  never  made  the  trial ;  and  it  is  too  late 
in  life  for  me  to  do  it  now ;  though,  was  I  younger,  as  I 

T  %  have 
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Jiave  ac^jred,  by  my  induftry,  a  competence,  I  would  cerr 
tainly  make  the  experiment,  was  it  only  to  fatisfy  my  cu- 
riofity:  as  the  cafe  really  flands,  I  leave  it  to  be  done  by 
pthers.  I  am. 

Gentlemen,  with  great  refpe^l:. 

Your  humble  fervapt, 

March  lO,  1764?  A  Yeoman  Aiitizan. 


NUMBER  XLVIL 

jf  Letter  to  the  Editors^  recommending  a  Plant,  called  the 
New  Lucern,  for  Culture ^  as  an  artificial  Pafiure, 

Gentlemen, 

AS  you  have  already  allotted  feveral  parts  of  your 
work  to  the  improving  the  culture  of  artificial  grafies, 
and  have,  in  the  courfe  of  it,  given  the  moft  approved 
methods  of  managing  Lucerne,  ip c,  I  beg  leave  to  re,- 
commend  to  your  attention  The  new  Lucern^  it  appearing 
to  me,  from  a  defeription  of  it  I  lately  read  to  be  worth 
enquiring  after. 

I  am  apt  to  bejieve  the  author  of  the  work  mentioned 
jn  the  note  had  no  aflual  experience  of  it  himfelf ;  but  as 
he  mentions  its  being  a  native  of  England,  the.  flourifhing 
condition  of  its  wild  Hate,  and  the  great  advantage  the 
Swedes  reap  from  it  in  a  cultivated  one,  I  fhould  imagine 
(in  cafe  you  think  his  defeription  of  it  fo  much  worth  no¬ 
tice  as  to  be  inferted  in  your  ufeful  publication)  it  may  in¬ 
duce  feme  of  your  ingenious  readers  to  try  it  y  or,  fuppofing 
my  of  them  have  done  fo,  to  communicate  their  fuccefs,  by 
your  means,  to  the  public.  The  author  referred  to  fays, 
that  this  plant  will  live  very  well,  in  common,  with  th^ 
ordinary  grafs  that  is  met  with  in  paftures.  This,  if  fatSf, 
js  no  fmall  advantage  over  the  common  lucern  in  this 
country  of  verdure,  in  moft  parts  of  which  the  natural 

grafg 

,  *  Ip  a  Book  entitled  The  Farn^Ps  Qomfkie  Qmde^  1760,  §yQ« 
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grafs  of  the  foil  is  with  great  difficulty  kept  under.  Not- 
withftanding  this  author  fays,  that  the  jiorfe-boeing  huf^- 
bandry  will  beft  fuit  the  new  lucern ;  yet  from  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  plant  *  I  Ihould  imagine  it  might  grow  very 
well,  fown  broad*  caft,  in  feme  fuch  method  as  Mr.  Roeque 
has  diredfed  lucern  to  be  fpwn,  efpecially  as  it  has  the 
advantage  above  jnentioned  of  not  being  hurt  by  the 
growth  of  common  grafs.  As  you  may  not  have  the 
book  at  hand,  I  have  enclofed  you  a  copy  of  the  chapter 
^hiph  treats  of  it  f,  and  am. 

Gentlemen, 

**  Your  weil-wifher  and  humble  ferrant, 

Z.  Y, 

\ 

•  The  writer,  our  correfpondent  refers  to,  fays,  the  new 
lucern  is  a  kind  of  medick  trefoil,  known  from  the  reft  by  its 
robuft  ftature,  and  flat  twifted  feed  veflels ;  that  we  have  it 
by  way  fides,  and  on  wafte  grounds  in  Hertford ftiire,  and  the 
adjoining  counties,  but  not  very  common ;  that  the  root  is  ' 
perennial,  and  fpreads  far,  as  well  as  runs  deep,  in  the  ground  | 
that  the  plant  is  fifteen  inches  high,  and  full  of  branches,  ia 
its  wild  ftate ;  and  that  it  may  be  made  much  larger  by  cul¬ 
ture. 

f  We  are  forry  it  is  out  of  our  power  to  oblige  our  corre¬ 
fpondent  by  inferting  the  extract  of  which  he  was  fo  kind  as 
to  favour  us  with  a  copy  ;  but  he  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  know 
that  our  work  is  principally  dedicated  to  original  compofitions, 
fent  us  from  time  to  time;  and  as  we  are,  through  the  favour  of 
the  public,  at  no  lofs  for  materials,  we  could  not  comply  with  his 
requeft  without  difobliging  many  :  befldes,  we  do  hot  remem¬ 
ber  ever  to  have  heard  of  the  plant  in  queftion  being  cultivated 
in  England  as  an  artificial  pafture,  though  it  may,  probably, 
anfwer  very  well  in  that  intention,  as  muny  others  of  the  fame 
nature  do.  A, 


N  U  M- 
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NUMBER  XLVIIL 


A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  relative  to  the  Ufe  of  Burnet 

Roots  in  Dying"^, 

Gentlemen, 

COnfuking  Ray’s  Hifloria  Plantarum^  in  relation  to 
burnet,  which  is  lately  fo  defervedly  become  tbs 
object  of  public  attention,  I  found  in  his  account  of  the 
FmpineUa  Sanguiforha^  page  401,  the  following  fentence, 
Hujus  radici  adnafcitur  quihufdam  in  locis  granum  ru- 
hrum^  quo  utuntur  tinSiores  ad  colorem  carmefinum^  unde 
funt  qui  pro  cocco  hahent^  et  coccum  radlcum  appellant y 
mmentihus  lacuna  et  anguillara^\ 

Upon  fo  good  an  authority,  I  thought  it  worth  com¬ 
municating  to  the  public;  efpecially  as  the  Pimpinella  fan^ 
guiforba  major  feems  to  be  the  plant  cultivated  by  Mr, 
ftocque.  I  am,' 

Gentlemen,  ■ 

Your  humble  fervant,  ^c. 


I  . .  ■"'Ll*  ■?*;  '  '  v 

NUMBER  XLIX. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  ‘recommending  Lime  as  an  excellent 
Ma?ture  in  the  Culture  of  Potatoes^  being  now  pfacti/ed 
to  zreat  Advantage  in  the  Ifie  of  Man, 

Gentlemen, 

I  AM  one  of  your  conflant  readers,  and  doubt  not,  but 
your  plan  will  be  of  infinite  fervice  to  the  nation  in 
general :  through  it,  fuch  as  have  acquired  experience  in 

agricul- 

*  Mr*  Ray  obferves,  that  there  are  annexed  to  the  root  of 
burnet  certain  red  tubercles,  or  buttons,  which  the  dyers  ufe 
in  forming  their  crimfon  colours,  many  fiibfiituting  them  for 
©ochirieal,  and  calling  them  the  cochineal  root,  or  the  ground 
cochineal,  recommending  their  being  infuled  in  foft  fiagnant 
watCi",  4 
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agriculture,  and  other  commercial  knowledge,  will  be  able 
to  publifli  what  they  know ;  whereas,  before,  if  a  man  had 
not  fuifficient  materials,  or  abilities,  to  make  a  performance 
fit  to  appear  in  the  world,  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired 
of  neceflity  lay  dormant;  and  it  cannot  be  difputed  but 
that  many  ufeful  truths  have  been  loft,  for  want  of  fuch  a 
conveyance  as  your  Mujeum  Rufiicum. 

In  Volume  the  Firft,  N^.  LXXXIII.  page  365.  Mr. 
Irwin,  treating  on  the  culture  of  potatoes,  mentions,  that 
Ihne  would  very  probably  anfwer  j  which  he  is  very  right  in, 
for  in  the  Me  of  Man,  though  they  are  no  farmers,  yet 
they  cultivate  exceeding  fine  potatoes,  as  they  are  their 
principal  food. 

Some  bring  in  different  forts  of  land  by  the  means  of 
them:  in  moory  ground,  after  the  heath  is  burnt  off  it, 
they  mark  out  the  beds,  upon  which  they  fpread  out  the 
lime  in  near  about  the  fame  quantity  that  is  required  in 
liming  ground,  or  rather  more ;  upon  which  they  lay  the 
feed  in  the  ufual  manner,  and,  after  cutting  the  turf  in  the 
furrow,  lay  it  on  the  verge  of  the  bed  with  the  heathy  fide 
iindermoft,  and  cover  them  over  with  the  mold  out  of 
the  furrow  in  the  common  method. 

After  coming  up,  they  weed,  or  give  them  a  flight 
covering,  to  keep  down  the  weeds. 

When  they  raife  them,  it  takes  a  little  more  labour;  yet 
while  they  are  digging  a  crop  of  very  fine  dry  potatoes, 
they  are  gaining  a  piece  of  ground,  which  was  before  ufe- 
lefs,  and  making  it  fit  for  plowing  and  bearing  corn  the 
year  following. 

Idme  is  found  alfo  to  be  of  excellent  fervice  to  pota- ' 
toes  in  cold  four  land,  which  they  manage  after  the  fame 
manner,  and  reap  potatoes  greatly  excelling  thofe  without 
lime,  on  the  fame  ground. 

Lime  is  certainly  a  very  fine  manure  for  potatoes  :  they 
ufe  it  in  the  ifle  above  mentioned,  without  any  other  thing, 
on  all  forts  of  land,  even  upon  a  light,  rich,  limeftone  foil ; 
and  it  betters  the  quality  of  the  potato  furpiifingly  :  be- 
fides  ferait:nting  and  meliorating  the  foil,  it  has  the  property 

of 
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of  attra^fing  and  abforbing  any  cold  four  matter  wbicli 
may  be  prejudicial  to  vegetation. 

About  Caftletown,  in  the  fame  ifle  they  take  a  great 
deal  of  care  in  their  culture  of  potatoes,  and  their  produ£f 
"pays  them  very  well  for  their  trouble. 

After  marking  out  the  bed  with  their  fpade,  and  fpread- 
ing  on  the  dung,  or  lime,  they  begin  at  one  end,  and  dig 
'acrofs  the  bed,  making  it  a  fpadeful,  all  along,  higher  than 
the  neighbouring  ground. 

Then  they  dig  and  call:  the  mold  Out  of  the  furrows 
upon  the  bed,  in  the  common  method  ;  and  after  finifhing 
it,  they,  with  a  kind  of  dibble,  or  ftiaft  of  a  fpade  fhod 
with  iron,  fome  round  and  fh^rp,  others  fquare,  about  three 
or  four  inches  broad,  plant  in  the  feed,  about  fix  or  more  * 
inches  diftarice  one  'from  another ;  and  when  they  come  up 
above  ground,  they  weed'them  as  clean  as  a  garden,  and 
after  they  are  ftronger  and  higher,  with  a  hoe  earth  up 
the  mould  about  the  ftalks ;  by  which  they  kill  the  weeds, 
and  have  exceeding  fine  potatoes. 

The  above  method  is  a  very  good  one,  proved  to  be  fo 
by  experience :  if,  therefore,  it  may  be  of  any  ufe  to  your 
readers,  you  may  pubiifh  itj  if  not,  in  omitting  it  you 
will  very  much  oblige, 

Gentlemen, 

Liverpoole,  Your  very  humble  fervatit, 

‘April  14,  1764.  J.  M.  C* 

*  We  Ihould  be  glad  of  fome  farther  account  of  the  tlate 
of  agriculture  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  from  this  gentlemanji 
whofe  future  correfpondence  will  much  oblige  us. 


N  tr  M- 


ET  COMMERCIALE. 


*43 


NUMBER  L. 

✓ 

A  Litter  to  the  Editors^  in  which  the  Tear  of  Nettles  is  re^ 
commended  as  a  Subjiiiute  for  Flax  in  thi  Linen  Manie^ 
factories, 

•  ’  »  *.  > 

''  X  '  ‘  *  * 

Gentlemen, 

IObferve  one  of  your  correfpondents  recommends  a 
trial  to  be  made  of  fundry  articles,  as  fubftitutes  for 
linen  rags  in  the  manufadtare  of  paper  *  ;  which  fchemc 
I  readily  approve  of,  and  further  add,  that  1  have  reafon  to 
believe,  from  feme  little  cKperience,  that  there  are  feveral 
vegetables  which  might  not  only  be  made  ferviceable  to 
the  paper,  but  other  manufaifories  ;  efpecially  at  this  time, 
when  the  prices  of  yarns  are  rendered  exorbitant  through 
the  uncommon  fcarcity  of  flax. 

What  I  would  now  recommend  to  your  confideration 
that  noxious  weed  the  nettle,  being  more  fibrous  than  any 
thing  of  the  kind  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  containing  a 
greater  quantity  of  tear  (as  the  dreflers  of  flax  term  it)  if 
properly  managed- 

Though  the  ftaple  be  fhort,  yet  ^tis  long  enough  to  drefs, 
and  of  a  fine  quality,  fit  for  manufa<9:ures,  which  require 
a  good  round  or  coarfe  thread. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  acquainted  with  its  being  in  ufe  (1 
think)  in  feme  parts  of  Germany ;  and  why  may  it  not  in 
England  ? 

If  this  be  found  to  have  any  probability  Of  fuoceeding, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  your  attention  to  promote 
it,  as  well  as  any  other  hint  for  the  good  of  the  public. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

April  14,  1764,  Your  moft  obedient, 

•  See  Volume  the  Firll,  Number  XXXVII.  P.'ige  177. 

VoL.  II.  8. 
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N  U  M  B  E  R  LI. 

A  Letter  ts  the  Editors,  containing^  Ohferudtions  on  the 
Difeafe  of  Black  Cattle^  called  the  together  with 

its  Caufes^  Confequences^  and  Symptoms  5  with  an  effectual 
Cure, 


Gentlemen, 

AVING  noted  the  frequent  fatal  effecSfs  of  thp 
difeafe  in  cattle,  called  the  yellows^  I,  fome  years 
iince,  refolved  to  let  no  opportunity  flip  of  being  acquainted 
with-  this  complaint,  in  order  to  affign  its  eaufe,  in-as- 
much  as  I  apprehend  it  to  be  the  forerunner  of  moff  chro¬ 
nical  difeafes,  to  which  great  cattle  are  fubjecf,  as  the  mur¬ 
rain  in  the  guts,  fcowering,  afihma  or  wheezing,  drcpfy, 
and  lofs  of  milk,  i^c, 

•  I  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  find  any  author  who  has 
treated  of  this  complaint  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  con- 
fequence  thereof,  fo  as  to  trace  the  fymptoms  in  its  fevcra} 
llages,  in  order  to  effedt  a  cure;  and,  where  this  complaint 
has  been  quite  neglected  or  ill  cured,  to  point  out  the  con- 
fequence,  by  fhewing  how  it  may  appear  under  the  above- 
mentioned  fliapes,  which,  being  miftaken  for  originals  when 
they  are  only  confequents,  are  rarely  cured,  through  the 
firft  eaufe  being  unknown. 

This  complaint,  I  apprehend,  proceeds  from  a  wafte  of 
bile,  that  is,  a  preternatural  running  out  of  w^hat  is  called 
■gail  y  occafioned  by  the  rugady  which  are  in  the  inner  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  neck  of  the  hiliouS' duSiy  becoming,  by  fome 
ac^^ent,  too  weak  to  perfotm  their  office,  fo  that  the  gall 
runs  out  pf  tjie  bladder  nearly  as  faff  as  it  runs  in ;  by  which 
means  it  forceth  itfelf,  or  a  confiderable  part  at  leaf!:,  into 
the,  porus  hilariusy  inhead^of  being  difeharged  by  the  dnSlus 
'  communis  cholidochus  into  the  intefiines,  and,  by  the  means  of 
the  vena  porta y  mixes  again  W’ith  the  blo.Pd, Tiling  that  with 
its  fharp  pungent. quality  j  which  caufeth  that  fluid  to  be- 
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tome  of  a  fizy  nature,  and,  confequently,  to  move  flowly 
in  the  channels  through  which  it  pafles  ;  whence  arifes  that 
fluggifh  dirpohtion  the  beaft  in  this  complaint  is  fubjedi  to, 
and  which  is  one  of  the  firft  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe. 

And  the  liver,  being  deprived  of  the  natural  heat  and 
weight  thereof,  is,  together  with  the  fizinefs  of  the  blood, 
rendered  uncapable  of  performing  its  office,  fo  that  the  fup- 
ply  of  bile  is  not  equal  to  the  expence ;  nor  is  the  blood  pn- 
rihed  from  it  as  it  ought,  but  paffes  on  together  till  it  fixes 
in  fome  part,  and  there  (if  not  timely  prevented^  forms  a 
tumor  very  prejudicial  to  the  bead:* 

Thefe  turrx)rs  I  have  feen  appear  externally  in  the  glands 
behind  the  ears,  of  the  fhoulders,  and  of  the  flank,  in  tb^ 
dewlap,  round  the  cornet  of  the  hoofs,  and  in  the  udder, 
or  milk-bag  ;  internally,  in  the  form  of  water,  in  the  veins 
of  fat  between  the  mufcular  parts  of  the  body,  in  the  kidr 
hey  fatj  and  even  between  the  coats  of  the  guts. 

When  thefe  tumors,  which  appear  externally,  come  to 
fuppuration,  the  bead:  commonly  recovers,  though  frequent^ 
ly  It  be  a  long  time  fird. 

The  feafons  of  the  year  in  which  cattle  ate  mod:  fubjecl 
to  this  complaint,  are  for  about  the  five  fird:  weeks  after  they 
are  put  out  to  grafs  in  the  fpring,  during  which  time  the 
feafon  is  apt  to  be  very  warm  at  days  and  cold  at  nights ; 
the  grafs  being  alfo  tender,  and  abounding  with  moidure : 
and  in  like  manner  in  autumn ;  at  which  time  the  days 
are  alfo  warm  and  nights  cold  ;  and  the  grafs,  on  account 
of  autumnal  rains,  tender  as  in  the  fpring,  and  more  fo,  if 
the  preceding  dimmer  was  tolerably  dry. 

The  cattle  at  thefe  feafons  being  faint  are  very  fubjeiSl:  to 
perfpire  much,  by  which  the  pores  are  greatly  opened  in  the 
day,  and  fudden  cojd  coming  on  at  night  hadily  contrails 
them  \  and  before  the  warmth  of  the  next  day  becomes  fuf- 
ficient  to  fet  the  parts  thus  contradled  at  liberty,  the  mat¬ 
ter,  which  diould  have  been  difcharged  by  perfpiration,  re¬ 
turns  into  the  blood  in  order  to  pafs  off  by  urine,  by  which 
means  a  much  greater  quantity  of  bile  is  fecreted  than  other- 
M^ays  would ;  which  paffing  into  its  receptacle,  the  gall- 

U  2  bladder. 
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bladder,  daufei  it  to  extend  to  a  preternatural  fize  ;  thereby 
extending  the  paflage  by  its  prefTure,  till  the  rugee  are  fcarcely 
to  be  feen  :  whereby  the  refiftance  made  by  them  is  not 
equal  to  the  preffure  of  the  bile,  which,  confequentlyj  forces 
Its  way  haflily  into  the  blood,  in  the  manner  before  obferved, 
inllead  of  palling  off  as  excrement  by  the  guts. 

T^he  early  fymptoms  attending  this  difeafe,  are,  a  fhaking 
of  the  beaft  in  a  morning,  and  more  particularly  the  hinder 
parts,  as  the  loins,  thighs,  and  legs  j  hollownefs  of  the 
«yes,  and  the  hair  ftaring ;  a  dry  nofe,  and  if  the  cold  taken 
be  great,  hanging  of  the  ears,  fwelling  of  the  dewlap,  of 
the  glands  of  the  ears,  the  fhoulders,  or  the  flanks',  and  of 
one  or  more  quarters  of  the  udder,  or  milk-bag  in  cows  ; 
with  a  fudden  decreafe  of  milk,  what  remains  becoming, 
after  a  few  days,  more  yellow  than  ufual,  and  will,  if  boiled, 
curdle :  the  fore  teeth  are  generally  loofe,  as  though  they 
would  drop  out. 

If  thefe  fymptoms,  efpecially  the  firft,  remain  unob- 
ferved,  as  is  often  the  cafe  in  barren  cattle,  and  fuch  as 
range. at  large,  it  frequently  happens  that  the  diforder  fet¬ 
tles  in  fome  inward  part ;  as  on  the  pericardium^  which 
caufes  wheezing,  and  the  hajk^  and  uncommon  poverty  ;  when 
in  the  guts  and  mefentery^  (or  fweet  bread)  caufes  the  lajk 
and  fcowering  ;  and  when  in  the  vein  of  fat,  between  the 
mufcles,  caufes  the  dropfy  and  uncommon  weaknefs. 

In  this  laft  complaint,  on  opening  a  beaft,  the  melt  or 
fpleen  was  very  fmall  and  thin,  not  half  fo  large  as  in  a  heal¬ 
thy  ftate,  as  was  alfo  the  liver ;  but  otherways  found  and 
perfedl,  the  gall-bladder  of  an  uncommon  thicknefs,  and  its 
contents  very  little. 

In  opening  a  beaft  whif?h  was  wafted,  and  fubjedl  to  wheez¬ 
ing  and  the  hafk,  the  pericardium  was  become  hard,  and 
inclined  to  callofity  towards  the  part  which  joined  the  heart : 
the  heart  unufually  large,  but  found  :  the  lights  very  found, 
but  fmall  :  the  melt  or  fpleen  thin  and  withered  :  and  the 
liver  dryifh,  with  a  few  fmall  hard  knobs  therein  :  the  gall¬ 
bladder  near  as  the  former. 


I  have 
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I  have  obferved  thefe  bowels  in  others,  and  generally 
found  the  gall-bladder,  liver,  and  fpleen,  lefs  or  more  af- 
fedled  ;  thofe  which  had  the  lajk^  and  fcowered,  generally- 
having  their  guts  covered,  the  infide  with  a  large  quantity 
of  mucus  refembling  frogs  fpawn  :  the  fiefh  of  thefe  is  always 
of  a  yellow  caiL 

Having  faid  thus  much  of  what  I  apprehend  the  caufe,  I 
will  now  prefcribe  what  I  have  very  many  times  known 
ufed  with  good  fuccefs  for  a  cure. 

Firft,  Suffer  no  blood  to  be  taken  away  from  the  beaft. 

Take  a  handful  oirue  tops^  the  like  quantity  of  the  greater 
celendine  ;  fhred  them  fmall,  and  mix  with  them  one  ounce 
of  turmerick  root  in  powder  (or  inftead  thereof  red  fanders )  ; 
put  thefe  in  three  pints  of  ftale  old  ale  or  beer,  and  caufe  it 
juft  to  boil  up ;  when  it  is  cold  enough,  give  it  the  beaft 
warm  :  there  is  no  occafion  to  keep  the  beaft  in  before  or 
after,  unlefs  the  inclemency  of  weather  oblige. 

Two  of  thefe  drinks,  at  forty-eight  hours  diflance,  will 
perfe6l  a  cure,  if  the  difeafe  be  not  of  long  ftanding. 

.  Should  a  fcowering  be  come  on,  then,  after  the  firft 
drink,  give  the  following  on  the  intermediate  days. 

Take  two  pound  of  oak  harky  boil  it  in  one  gallon  of  wa-  - 
ter  till  one  fourth  be  confumed ;  ftrain  it ;  in  this  water 
boil  two  pound  of  rice  till  it  be  foft ;  mix  with  it  half  a 
pound  of  the  burnt  criiji  of  bread,  taken  from  the  under- 
fide  of  the  loaf  5  and  to  all  this  put  two  quarts  of  milky  let 
it  boil  for  twenty  minutes ;  divide  it  in  two  parts,  and 
give  one  to  the  beaft  at  a  time  warm. 

I  have  here  prefented  my  femiments  on  this  difeafe  in 
cattle,  which  I  doubt  not,  but  will,  if  obferved,  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  fuccefs.  But  my  principal  aim  was  to  be¬ 
gin  a  fubjeft,  which  hath  been  hitherto  unnoticed  in  thefe 
monthly  collections,  and  thereby  induce  fome  more  capable 
perfon,  amongft  the  readers  thereof,  to  write  on  the  im¬ 
provements  and  difeafes  of  black  cattle  ;  a  fubjedl  worthy 
the  attention  of  every  public- fpirited  perfon,  and  hitherto 
much  neglccfted. 


I  have 


M  MUSEtJlVt  RtrSTlCUM 

I  have  fome  more  papers  on  other  fubje£ls  in  flore,  an4 
may  (as  leifure  will  permit)  communicate 

Ruricola  Glogestriss 

L. 

« 

P,  S»  Pieafe  to  inform  S.  T.  of  Tyne,  that  itiercenary 
views  are  inconfiflent  with  a  public- fpirited  undertaking  ; 
and  that  the  defign  of  thefe  publications  is  to  commu-nicate 
knowledge,  and  for  no  other  caufe  but  the  innate  pleafura 
of  doing  good, 

U.lj.l  . . . . . I  I  ,  ,  I.f.  .1,  IM^II  liiiii,. 
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A  Letter  to  the  Editor Sy  on  the  Advantages  of  "making  good 
Roads y  or  Waggon-Waysy  in  a  Farm, 

Gentlemen,  ,  . 

My  prefent  purpofe  is  to  communicate  to  yoti  a  part 
of  my  experience,  in  a  matter  which  you  wouldj 
perhaps,  little  expert  to  fee  treated  of  by  a  common  farmer, 
I  mean  that  of  road-making,  a  thing  too  little  attended  to 
by  the  landholders  in  this  ifland. 

It  was  my  fortune,  Gentlemen,  if  I  may  fo  term  it,  to  be 
born  a  farmer,  as  the  land  I  now  hold  was  occupied  by  my 
father  and  grand-father  above  fifty  years  before  I  faw  the 
light. 

My  dwelling  is  a  part  of  the  old  manor-houfe  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  it  is  an  avenue  above  half  a  mile  long,  which  leads  into 
the  great  road  :  this  avenue  is,  on  each  fide,  planted  with 
rows  of  elms,  which  fhade  the  road  between  them  in  fuch 

a  manner, 

*  We  acknowledge  ourfelves  greatly  obliged  to  our  public-* 
fpirited  correfpondent  for  this,  as  well  as  for  paft  favours. 
His  letters  will  always  be  well  received,  and  we  have  no  doubt, 
of  their  anfwering  the  end  he  propofes ;  that  is,  promoting  ufe- 
ful  knowledge.  R.  E. 
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a  manner,  that  for  many  years  it  was,  for  fome  months,  in 
jthe  year,  almoft  impaffable  for  heavy  carriages. 

The  evil  was  alfo  encreafed  by  the  natore  of  the  foil, 
which  is  a  porous  fpongy  loam  over  a  bed  of  tough  clay. 

Neither  my  father  nor  grand-father  ever  thought  of 
mending  the  waggon- way  of  this  avenue  :  they  were  con- 
tent  to  ufe  it  when  it  was  palTable,  and  at  other  times 
dragged  their  loaded  waggons,  with  double  teams,  over 
the  plowed  land,  making  a  frefh  track  almoft  eycry  time 
they  palled. 

This  inconvenience  I  could  by  no  means  brook,  but 
was  determined  immediately  after  my  father-s  death  to  apply 
a  remedy. 

I  accordingly  fpoke  to  my  landlord,  and  requefted  him 
either  to  cut  down  the  elms,  or  permit  me  to  ftirowd  them, 
that  the  fun  beams  might  have  a  free  paflage  to  the  road, 
and  dry  away  the  fuperfluous  moifture ;  but  he  would  con¬ 
sent  to  neither,  telling  me  that  if  I  did  not  like  the  road 
my  anceftors  had  ufed,  I  was  welcome  to  make  a  new  one, 
but  fhould  not  fpoil  the  afpe£t  of  his  avenue  by  difmem- 
bering  fuch  fine  thriving  trees. 

I  was,  for  fome  time,  puzzled  in  what  manner  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  well  knowing,  that  to  make  a  new  road  would  be 
very  expenfiye,  befides  the  lofs  of  ground  that  would  enfue. 

I  was  not,  hovv^ever,  difeouraged,  but  determined  to 
accofnplifti  my  purpofe,  which  I  did  in  the  following 
manner. 

But,  before  I  relate  the  manner  in  which  I  made  my 
new  road,  as  I  may  call  it,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve, 
that  the  above-mentioned  avenue  runs  due  north  and  fouth  j 
and  that  the  land,  for  at  leaft  two  rods  on  each  fide,  produced 
little  or  nothing,  owing  to  its  being  continually  impove- 
riftied  by  the  roots  of  the  elms,  which  fpread  wide,  and  at 
no  great  diftance  from  the  furface. 

'I'he  old  road  of  the  avenue  betwixt  the  trees  is  about 
eighteen  feet  wide,  and  the  foil  as  above  deferibed. 

Matters  being  in  this  fituation,  I  took  the  uncommon 
jrefolution  of  making  two  new  roads,  .one  on  each  fide  the 

avenue, 
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avenue,  befides  repairing  the  old  one.  It  is  true,  I  wanted 
not  money,  being  poffefTed  of  a  little  freehold  eftate, 
amounting  to  rather  more  than  four  hundred  pounds  a 'year, 
befides  my  farm. 

My  firft  ftep  was  to  level  the  whole  ground  I  intended 
to  make  into  a  road  :  I  do  not  mean  to  bring  it  to  a  true  level, 
but  to  pare  away  the  excrefcences  and  fill  up  the  cavities, 
fo  as  to  give  it  a  uniform  furface. 

I  have  already  obferved  that  the  road  betwixt  the  elms  is 
about  eighteen  feet  wide  :  to  this  I  added  ten  feet  on  each 
fide,  without  the  trees  ;  which  made  the  whole  road  about 
forty  feet  wide. 

In  levelling  the  ground  I  caufed  the  middle  of  the  avenue 
to  be  laid  about  one  foot  and  a  half  higher  than  the  edges  of 
the  road  without  the  trees,  fo  that  the  breadth  of  the  whole 
road  formed  the  fegment  of  a  large  t^ircle:  wherever  the 
foil  appeared  very  fpongy,  I  laid  green  fhrowdings  of  trees, 
not  in  faggots,  but  difpofed  in  layers  or  beds,  and  covered 
with  clay. 

The  next  thing  I  did  was  to  dig  a  trench  on  each  fide 
the  road,  to  ferve  by  'way  of  drains  to  carry  off  the  water  : 
the  earth,  caff  out  of  thefe  drains,  formed  banks  next  the 
road  ;  through  the  bottom  of  which  were  gutters  to  give  a 
paffage  to  the  water. 

The  work  I  have  already  mentioned  was  all  done  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year,  being  finifhed  by  the  latter  end  of  May : 
in  this  fituation  I  fuffered  it  to  remain  for  ithree  months, 
till  the  hurry  of  my  bay  and  corn  harveft  was  pretty  well 
over. 

In  the  beginning  of  September  I  found  that  the  fun  had 
done  me  great  fervice,  by  drying  the  loam  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as ‘to  put  it  in  condition  of  mixing,  uniting,  and 
binding,  with  the  gravel  afterwards  laid  on  :  I  accordingly 
fet  a  number  of  gravel  carts  and  labourers  to  work  ;  but 
.ffiou Id  firft  obferve,  that  during  the  three  fummer  months, 
I  fuffered  no  carriages  to  go  on  my  embrio  of  a  road. 

The  coat  of  gravel  I  laid  on  this  road  was  of  a  different 
thicknefs :  in  the  avenue  between  the  trees  I  allow^ed 

onlv 
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btlly  fix  inches  of  gravel ;  whereas,  withoutfide  the  trees^ 
the  gravel  was  laid  at  leaf!:  a  foot  thick. 

I  had  feveral  reafons  for  this  managementi  Firft^  I  did  it 
to  fave  gravel,  and,  of  courfe,  labour :  in  the  next  place,  I 
thought  it  very  unnecefTary  to  make  this  part  of  the  road  fo 
fubftantial  as  the  outfides,  as  it  was  not  my  intention  to  per¬ 
mit  any  carriages  to  go  on  it,  being  referved  for  a  bridle¬ 
way  ;  in  which  intention  it  has  anfwered  very  well,  being 
never  out  of  repair*  The  outfide  roads  I  referve  for  the 
traffic  of  my  carriages ;  one  ferving  for  fuch  as  are  coming 
towards  my  houfe,  the  other  for  fuch  as  are  going  from  it  i 
which  rule  I  always  infift  on  being  religioully  attended  to. 

When  the  gravel  was  laid  on^  and  raked  level,  the  whole 
road  was  pafled  over  by  my  iron  cylindrical  rollers,  which, 
in  fome  meafure,  fmoothed  the  furface  5  but  it  was  not  yet 
for  carriages :  I  therefore  contrived  to  fix  over 
fome  of  my  rollers  a  kind  of  ftrong  wooden  trough,  that 
would  hold  two  tons  of  ftones  ;  and  thus  loaded,  I  dragged 
them  over  the  furface  of  my  road,  which  made  it  as  firm 
and  hard  as  I  could  defire.  .sa¬ 

lt  is  near  ten  years  fince  I  made  this  road,  iri  all  which 
time  it  has  never  coft  me  ten  pounds  repairing  it ;  and  I 
afTure  you  it  has  an  elegant  afpeiSf,  and  has  been  of  fuch  ufe 
to  me  as  to  have  already  faved  me  fome  hundreds  in  horfe- 
flefh,  horfe  keeping,  and  wear  and  tear  of  my  waggons, 
cans,  tumbrils,  not  to  mention  how  much  more  ex- 
peditioufiy  my  work,  of  every  kind,  is  now  done ;  the  road, 
aS  you  may  imagine,  running  through  the  middle  of  my 
farm  ;  and  1  particularly  feel  the  advantages  of  it  in  a  catch¬ 
ing,  or  wet,  harveft. 

The  expence  of  making  this  road  was  not  fo  great  as  fome 
of  your  readers  may  imagine  :  it  coft  me,  on  afuppofition  that 
I  was  to  make  a  fair  charge  of  every  article,  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  pounds,  which  I  efttem  a  trifle,  for  fo  great 
and  lafting  a  convenience,  in  fo  large  a  farm. 

1  muft  nor,  however,  omit  mentioning  the  generofity 
of  my  landlord,  who,  when  he  came,  as  ufual,  the  next 
year,  to  pay  me  a  vifit,  Wa^  greatly  furprifed  at  what  I  had 
VoL.  II.  Nu,  8,  X  done  ; 


h/rd  enough 
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done ;  and  infilled  on  abating  me  one  hundred  pounds-  ot 
the  rent  I  was  paying  him,  as  fome  fort  of  compenfatioa 
(for  fo  he  exprelled  it)  for  the  trouble  and  expence  I  had  been 
at,  in  making  an  improvement  on  his  eftate,  fo  very  ufe- 
ful,^  and  at  the  (ame  time  fo  ornamental. 

Some  of  your  readers  may  poffibly  imagine,  that  this  ac¬ 
count  can  be  of  very  little  ufe  to  middling  farmers  j  but  I 
itiuft  beg  leave  to  affert,  that  it  is  the  intereft  of  every 
farmer  to  make,  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power,  the  ways  of 
communication  in  his  land  as  pradlicable'as  poffible. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

North  of  London,  1764.  ,  I.  K» 
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jf  Letter  from  a  Manufacturer  in  Spitalfields,  propof  ng  It 
Remedy  for  the  Decay  of  the  Silk  Trade  in  England, 

,  Gentlemen, 

I  Hope  you  will  not  think  it  inconfiflent  with  the  plan 
of  your  work,  to  admit  in  your  colledfion  a  few  of  my 
thoughts  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  decay  of  trade  amongft  the 
filk  manufadlurers  in  London. 

I  the  rather  chufe  your  work  as  a  channel  to  convey 
my  fentiments  to  thofe  in  pov/er,  as  I  imagine  it,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  merit  of  its  contents,  to  be  read  by  moft  of 
the  men  of  genius  in  the  kingdom  ;  of  a  genius,  I  mean, 
for  the  improvement  of  our  agriculture,  trade,  and  manu- 
faclures. 

But  not  to  detain  you  too  long  v^’ith  unnecelTary  pream¬ 
ble,  it  feems  on  all  hands  acknowledged,  that  the  filk 
trade-  is  lately  gone  ftrangely  to  decay  ^  and  this  decay  muft 
indeed  almoft  wholly  be  attributed  to  the  great  encourage¬ 
ment  given,  by  that  daemon  falfe  tafe^  to  the  confumption 
of  French  filks  in  England.  This  impolitic  tafle  is  gene¬ 
rally  acquhed  by  a  fhort  trip  to  Paris,  and  on  the  return  of 
4  our 
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our  travellers,  who,  for  the  moft  part,  bring  back  with 
them  a  cargo  of  clothes  for  themfelves  and  friends  :  the 
infcdlion  fpreads,  and  every  one  of  their  acquaintance  muft 
forthwith  be  equipped  in  the  fame  tafte. 

This  is  but  the  beginning  of  the  evil  which  T  have 
pointed  out ;  for  though  every  perfon  of  fafbion,  pofiefled  by 
this  evil  fpirit,  muft  be  decked  in  French  manufactures, 
yet  it  is  not  convenient  for  every  one  to  go  to  France  to 
fetch  them  ;  and  it  is  well  known  the  duties  on  fuch  com-p 
modities  are  fo  high  as  to'amount  almoft  to  a  prohibition  ; 
yet,  after  all,  thefe  perfons  of  faihion  muft  be  fupplied, 
which  they  generally  are  in  the  following  manner. 

It  is  almoft  unnecefTary  to  obferve  that  the  filk  mercers 
are  fupplied  with  the  means  of  living  by  the  filk  weavers 
and  manufacturers ;  yet  are  they  feme  of  them  fo  ungrateful 
as  to  betray  their  benefaCtors,  by  a  fraudulent,  illicit, 
and  underhand  importation  of  French  filks,  for  the  purpofe 
of  ferving  their  cuftomers,  the  perfons  of  faihion  above  de^ 
ferjbed. 

This  then  is  the  channel  by  which  the  French  filks  are 
diftributed  in  London  ;  and  the  French  taylors,  and  French 
habit  and  mantua  makers,  are  the  people  who  carry  the 
pattern-books  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  promote  the  fale 
of  them  as  much  as  in  them  lies. 

Would  the  mercers  once  determine,  neither  to  buy  nor 
fell  any  French  filks  on  any  account  or  confideration  what¬ 
ever,  the  trade  of  fmuggling,  in  this  article  at  leaft,  would 
foon  be  at  an  end  ;  for  it  would  be  impoiTible  that  one  half 
of  the  quantity  that  is  now  confumed  could  be  circulated 
without  the  afliftance  of  the  mercers,  who  facrilice  the  good 
of  their  country  to  ferve  their  natural  enemies  and  inde¬ 
fatigable  rivals. 

1  would  not  however,  after  all,  be  thought  to  infinuate 
that  all  the  mercers  fell  French  filks :  no,  there  are  feme 
among  them  who  are  too  confciencious  to  do  it ;  yet  do 
many  of  thefe  fell  Engjiih- manufactured  goods  with  great 
feeming  caution,  as  if  they  had  privately  imported  them 
from  Frances  and  the  reafon  they  for  this,  as  they 

X  ^  call 
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call  it,  honeft  fraud,  is,  that  were  they  to  tell  their  cuf- 
tomers  that  the  filks  they  offer  were  manufactured  ifi  Spitai- 
fields,  they  would  be  rejeCted,  negleCted,  and  lie  on  their 
hands.  If  this  is  true,  mull  we  not  effeem  it  ftrange  that 
a  nation  fhould  be  fp  infatuated,  fo  depraved,  fo  loft  to  all 
true  tafte,  and  all  fenfe  of  public  fpirir,  or  patriotifm? 

I  fear  it  is  too  true :  this  at  leait  I  aiji  fenfible  of,  that  we 
have  received  many  orders  from  the  mercers  to  weave  fe- 
veral  forts  of  filks  after  the  patterns  of  thofe  wrought  in  the 
French  manufadfories. 

'  Were  we  not  at  leaft  as  capable  of  making  good  filks  as 
the  French,  I  fhould  not  be  fo  much  inclined  to  blame  the 
reigning  tafte  ;  but  when  it  is  on  all  hands  acknowledged,  ^ 
that  our  manufaClurcs  exceed  theirs  by  far  ;  when  this  is,  I 
fay,  even  by  themfelves  acknowledged,  who  that  has  feel¬ 
ing,  who  that  has  the  leaft  fpark  of  love  for  his  country 
left,  can  bear  it  with  any  degree  of  patience  ?  I  own  myfelf 
interefted ;  yet  am  I  far  fiom  feeling  wholly  for  myfelf ;  { 
have  the  fcntiments  of  an  Englifnrnan,  love  my  country, 
and  wilh  that  every  branch  of  her  manufactures  may  equally 
£ourifii  and  profper. 

But,  after  ail,  to  murmur,  he  diffatisfied,  and  complain, 
will  do  but  little  good  t  a  remedy  muft  be  applied  ;  and  this 
can  never  be  done,  unlefs  it  is  firft  thought  of,  and  propofed 
to  thofe  who  have  the  executive  powder. 

This,  Gentlemen,  was  the  caufC  of  my  writing  to  you, 
intending  tp  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  public,  a 
reniedy  for  this  great,  this  crying  evil. 

I  would  firft:  then  propofe,  that  diligent  and  frequent 
fearch  fhould  be  made  after  fmuggled  French  filks ;  and 
when  once  a  lot  was  feized,  it  fhould,  on  no  confideration 
whatever,  be  reftc]red  totheperfpn  it  was  taken  from,  which 
is  not  unfrequently  the  cafe  ;  for  when  a  French  taylor, 
or  mercer,  with  fuch  an  accident,  he  inftantly  ap¬ 

plies  to  his  countryman,  my  lord’s  valet,  or  to  Mademoi- 
(elle,  the  waiting-maid,  and  all  is  fure  to  be  fet  right. 

Thefe  practices  I  would  wifh  to  he  entirely  abolifhed  | 
ar.d  a  little  lefolution  would  do  it. 

In 
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In  the  next  place,  a  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be 
rlgoroufly  levied,  ftiould  be  laid  on  every  mercer,  or  other 
perfon,  who  (hould  prefume  to  fell  Englifh  filks  as  if  im¬ 
ported  from  France,  as  it  is  this  fcandalous  cuftom  which 
chiefly  occafions  the  fpreading  of  this  falfe,  though  reigning 
tafte. 

No  perfons,  but  fuch  as  were  qualified  by  their  efirates  to 
fit  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  their  wives  and  daughters, 
(bould  be  licenfed  to  wear  French  filks ;  and  every  fuch 
perfon  Ihould  pay  twenty  pounds  a  year  for  the  licence,  and 
their  names  and  places  of  abode  publilhed  quarterly,  at 
length,  in  the  I^ndon  Gazette,  that  people  might  knovz 
who  were  licenfed  to  betray  their  country  by  encouraging 
the  trade  of  its  mortal  enemies, 

No  mercer  fhould  fell  to  any  perfon  any  French  filks, 
unlefs  fuch  licence  was  firfl:  produced,  and  the  perfon  pro¬ 
ducing  it  averred  him  or  her  felf  to  be  the  party  defcribed 
and  mentioned  therein,  under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred 

Any  perfons,  buying  French  filks  by  means  of  a  licence 
'  not  granted  to  themfelves,  to  forfeit  fifty  pounds ;  and  one 
hundred  pounds  to  be  the  penalty  for  wearing  French  filks 
without  a  licence  firfl:  had  and  obtained,  or  for  procuring 
fuch  licence  without  being  qualified,  as  above,  to  enjoy  it. 

Every  mercer  intending  to  fell  French  filks  to  be  obliged 
to  take  out  a  licence  for  fuch  purpofe ,  for  which  licence  he 
fhould  pay  forty  pounds  per  annum  y  a  very  fmall  fum  when 
compared  with  the  money  they  now  annually  get  by  that 
fingle  article. 

Every  mercer,  felling  French  filks,  to  be  obliged  to  keep 
a  regular  account  of  his  flock  of  fuch  filks,  with  its  encreafe 
and  decreafe,  making  regular  entries  of  whom  he  makes  hig 
purchafes,  defcribing  the  lots,  and  entering  the  names  alfo 
of  the  parties  to  whom  he  fells  fuch  goods,  with  their  na¬ 
ture,  quantity,  and  prime  coft  j  and  to  be  fubjedl  to  the  inn 
fpe«5lion  of  the  excifeman  of  the  divifion  he  lives  in,  in  diQ 
fame  manner  the  dealers  in  tea,  ^c,  are# 
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All  peers  of  Englandj  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  to  be  qua¬ 
lified  to  take  out  a  licence  on  paying  the  fum  of  twenty 
pounds  annually  for  it :  the  fanie  of  their  ladies,  fons,  and 
daughters. 

Some  may,  perhaps,  think  that  thefe  reftricSlions,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  heavy  duty  French- wrought  or  manufactured 
filks  are  already  loaded  with,  would,  in  fa61:,  amount  to  a 
prohibition,  as  no  body  would  wear  them.  I  could  wifh, 
indeed,  this  would  be  the  cafe,  as  the  filk  manufactories  in 
^England  would  want  no  other  encouragement ;  but  I 
fear  it  would  be  far  otherwife,  and  that  many  licences 
^ould  be  taken  out. 

I  will  fuppofe  that  two  thoufand  gentlemen  and  ladies 
would  take  out  licences  to  wear  French  filks,  who  would 
annually  pay  for  fuch  licences  forty  thoufand  pounds ;  and 
this  is  a  very  moderate  computation,  if  we  confider  how 
many  people  of  fajhion  we  have^  and  how  much  this  li^ 
berty  would  diftinguifli  them  from  the  vulgar, 

I  fhall  alfo  fuppofe  that  twenty  mercers  would  take  out 
licences  to  fell  French  filks  to  thefe  people  of  fafhion :  this 
makes  the  whole  fum  raifed,  to  amount  to  forty  thoufand 
eight  hundred  pounds, 

The  eight  hundred  pounds  would  very  well  pay  the 
pence  of  collecting  this  tax,  and  the  extra  falaries  to  be 
given  to  the  furveying  officers  ;  after  which,  there  will  re^ 
main  forty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  annually  difpofed  of. 

As  my  fcheme  is  entirely  calculated  for  reftoring  the  filk 
manufaClure,  I  fhall  have  that  folely  in  my  eye  in  the  difr 
pofal  of  this  money. 

The  fum  of  five  thoufand  pounds  (hould,  in  the  firft  place, 
be  annually  applied  to  the  relief  of  poor  journeymen  wea¬ 
vers,  ISc.  with  their  wives  and  children,  when  fick  or  out 
of  employ. 

Ten  thoufand  pounds  (hould  annually  be  divided  into 
proper  premiums,  calculated  for  the  encouraging  every 
branch  of  this  elegant  and  ufeful  manufacSlure,  to  be  difr 
tributed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  fociety  for  promoting 
arts,  cfr. 
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The  remaining  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  I  would 
wifh  to  be  annually,  in  due  proportion,  divided  amongft 
the  importers  of  raw  filk  5  preference  being  always  givea 
to  fuch  as  imported  the  greateft  quantity,  of  the  beft  and 
moft  ufeful  quality,  and  loweft  price. 

You  by  this  time.  Gentlemen,  I  dare  fay,  fee  what  I 
intend  in  this  plan  :  my  wifli  is  to  make  people  of  fafhion 
pay  for  the  injury  they  do  their  country,  by  wearing  fo¬ 
reign  manufactures  ;  and,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
people  who  lift  themfelves  under  the  banner  of  falfe  taftcj 
will  be  a  fum  raifed,  annually,  for  encouraging  our  home 
manufacture. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  the  opinion  of  fome,  that,  though 
the  number  at  firft  licenfed  would  be  great,  yet  in  a  few 
years  all  would  drop  off,  owing  to  the  expence  attending 
this  fafhion.  Should  this  be  the  confequenee,  my  end 
would  be  anfwered,  for  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  when  the 
people  of  fafhion  leave  off  buying  and  wearing  French  filks,, 
they  will  be  content  with  fuch  as  are  manufactured  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  the  manufacturers  want  no  encouragement  for 
continuing  in  their  employ,  but  a  ready  fale,  at  a  reafonabk  • 
price,  for  the  goods  as  they  are  made. 

You  will,  I  hope,  excufe  this  trouble  from  a^ftranger: 
your  work  being  open  to  correfpondents  inclined  me  to 
rank  myfelf  in  the  number.  1  have  been  your  conftant 
reader  from  y  our  firft  publication,  and  juft  as  long 
Your  admirer, 

Spital-fields,  And  humble  fervant, 

April  19,  1764.  A  Manufacturer. 


NUMBER  LIV. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  containing  Joins  Hints  relative 

to  the  Art  of  Dying, 


Gentlemen, 

Having  feen  feveral  hints  in  the  art  of  dying  in 
your  collection,  I  imagine  what  follows*wdll  not  be 
difagreeable  to  your  readers. 


The 
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The  Koreiz  are  a  nation  inhabiting  the  borders  of  RuMa  } 
they  approach,  it  is  true,  to  the  nature  of  favages;  yet  ought 
we  not  to  be  aihamed  to  learn  of  thenii 

Thefe  people  ufe  deer  and  dog-lkins  for  their  clothings 
which  they  dye  with  alder  bark  reduced  to  a  fine  powder ; 
but  their  feal-fkins,  on  which  they  fet  a  higher  value,  they 
dye  in  a  nicer  manner. 

The  firft  thing  they  do  is  to  clean  ofF  the  hair,  which 
they  perform  very  dexteroufly,  by  means  of  (harp  ftones  in- 
ftead  of  knives.  They  then  few  up  the  fkln  into  the  form 
of-  a  bag,  turning  the  hair-fide  outward:  into  this  bag  they 
pour  a  ftrong  deco6lion  of  alder  bark,  leaving  it  in  this  fitu* 
ation  for  fome  days* 

When  this  time  is  expired,  they  hang  it  upon  a  tree,  and 
beat  it  with  flicks  till  the  colour  has  quite  penetrated 
through  the  fkin,  fo  as  to  tinge  it  equally  throughout*  » 
Their  next  operation  is  to  rip  open  the  bag  ;  and  flretching 
out  the  fkin,  they  leave  it  in  the  air  till  it  is  quite  dryi  and 
hfliy,  they  rub  it  with  their  hands,  till  it  becomes  foft  and 
fit  for  ufe.  When  it  has  paffed  through  all  thefe  operations, 
it  bears  fome-refemblance  to  a  d  refled  goat- fldn,  and  is 
drefled  and  dyed  at -  the  fame  time^. 

■  Thefe  people  often  ornament  themfelves  with  the  fkins 
of  fealss  drefTed  with  the  hair  on ;  but  they  dye  the  hair  of 
a  fine  red  colour,  with  a  decodfion  of  red  whortle  berries^  to 
which  they  add  alder  bark  reduced  to  powder,  alum^  and 
lac  lima :  by  this  dye  they  get  a  very  bright  colour. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  thefe  hints  may  be  applied  to 
ufe  by  fome  of  your  ingenious  readers,  and  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Mark-Lane,  A  conflant  purchafer  of  your  work* 
March  6,  1764.  .,J' 

*  We  could  wifli  our  correrpondent  had  not  forgot  to  men¬ 
tion  the  colour  which  thefe  fkins  afliime  after  they  are  drefie-d  5 
but  from  what  follows  we  imagine  it  to  be  red.  ..  T* 


Mufeum  Rufticumj  &c. 


For  MAY,  1764. 

—  <  I  nil  II  !■  ■  ■■  ■m  .■■111 . .  !■  '  I  1 

VOLUME  the  SECOND. 


NUMBER  LV. 

Letter  to  the  Editors^  recorhmending  Nettles' as  a  ^uhjiituie 
for  Hevip  and  Elaxy  in  various  ManufailureSi 

Gentlemen,  . 

I  Have  often  heard  it  faid  that  very  good  cloth,  cotdage^ 
fdils,  ^Ci  might  be  made  of  the  fibres  of  the  nettle 
plant  5  the  trial  of  which  I  would  eafneftly  recom^ 
mend  to  fome  of  your  country  readers,  who  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  it. 

If  I  miftake  not,  it  has  been  tried  with  fuccefs,  either  in 
Germany' or  Flanders;  I  do  not  exaftly  remember  which  : 
and  I  imagine  the  manner  of  preparing  it  cannot  greatly  dif¬ 
fer  from  the  methods  of  preparing  hemp  and  flax  after  they 
are  gathered  ** 

Ufing 

*  This  has  been  more  than  once  mentioned  in  our  work 
already  :  we  hope  its  being  repeated  may  have  fome  effeiJd  .and 
that  a  premium  may  be  offered  to  encourage  fuch  as  are  willing 
K)  try  the  experiment.  T. 

VoL.lI.  N^.  9. 
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Ufing  nettles,  in  this  intention,  may  be  new  to  us : 
in  the  northern  parts  of  Ruffia,  there  are  'whole  nations 
which  ufe  no  othei  hemp  5  and  it  is  faid  to  make  the  beft 
of  twine  there  for  fifhing-nets,  bearing  being  wet  and  dry 
rather  better  than  the  ordinary  hemp ;  and  we  may  reafon- 
ably  Tuppofe,  it  is  not)  by  thefe  people,  managed  fb  proper¬ 
ly  as  it  might.  , 

I  could  wi{h  to  fee  a  premium  offered  by  the  noble  fociety 
of  which  you  are  members,  for  the  encouragement  of  this 
new  manufaiSfure,  which  might  in  time  be  greatly  varied^ 
and  perhaps  extended  to  finer  and  more  cofily  commodi¬ 
ties  than  we  can  yet  well  have  any  idea  of.  I  do  not  de- 
ipair  of  its  vying,  one  time  or  other,  with  fine  flax,  for  fa¬ 
bricating  cambrics;  being  almoft  certain,  from  the  few 
obfervatfons  f  have  made  oft  its  nature,  that  its  fibres  may 
he  made,  at  leaft,  as  fine ;  and,  if  I  mifiake  not,  they 
are  fironger,  and  will  bear  the  air  better,  and  muft,  of 
courfe,  lafi:  longer  when  manufactured  into  linen. 

I  fliall  be  glad  to  fee  this  appear  in  your  collection,  as  it 
may  be  of  ufe.  I  am  an  old  man,  and  am  willing  to  dd 
fomefervice  to  my  country,  during  the  fmall  time  of  my 
fcjourniDg  here  on  earth.  At  niy  next  interval  of  health  1 
may,  peihaps,  write  to  you  again,  i  fliail  now  conclude 
myfelf, 


Your  reader  and  admirer. 


•  N  tJ  M  B  -E  R  LVI.  '  ' 

^  Letter  to  the  Editors,  reJ^eHing  the  Timethf  Grafs,  See. 

i  t  \ 

IRead,  with  great  pleafure,  the  piece  in  your  W'ork, 
marked  Number  XVIII.  page  60,  Volume  the  Second, 
which  treated  of  the  fuperior  excellence  of  Timothy  grafs  ; 
a  pafture  which  the  fen  country  farmers,  in  particular,  can¬ 
not  but  find  great  advantage  i'n  Cultivating. 

I  mult. 
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1  muft,  however,  beg  leave  to.  fet  your  correfponclent 
light  in  one  particular. 

He  fays,  that  the  Timothy  gr^afs  was  brought  into  Norik- 
Carolina  by  Mr.  Timothy  Hanfon^  from  Virginia:  thi$, 
feems  to  be  a  miftake,  as  1  am  infornied  by  a  friend  of 
mine,  who  has  been  in  the  country,  that. Mr,  H^nJ-o^n 
brought  the  feeds  of  this  grafs  to  Qarolina.  from  New- 
York. 

That  it  may  be  cultivated  in  Virginia  I  make  no  doubt, 
as  from  its  great  ufe  it  muft  certainly  foon  fpread  over  aU 
moft  the  whole  continent  of  America. 

I  am  alfo  informed  by  the  fame  gentleman,  th^t  this  gr?if^ 
is,  to  great  advantage,  cultivated  in  fome  parts  of  V^nfilvar 
nia,  where  they  cut  it  green  for  feeding  their  cattle,  in  thq 
fame  manner  lucern  is  often  ufed  in  Europe.  It  is  fo 
riant  as  to  yield  them  feveral  crops  in  a  fummer,  and  the; 
inhabitants  reckon  it  very  wholefome,  fweet,  nQuri&ing 
food. 

If  the  burnet  grafs,  lately  propagated  and  recommended 
by  Mr.  Rocque.,  Ihould  fucceed  in  England,  it  would,  I 
think,  be  highly  proper  to  fend  fome  of  the  feed  tg  Am®- 
rica,  where  it  might  ^eafily  be  difperfed  by  means  of  the 
foci.ety’s  CQrrefpQnding  members,  who  would,  without 
doubt,  gladly  embrace  fuch  an  opportunity  of  ferving  their 
country. 

If  once  a  communication  of  experimental  knowledge  in 
agriculture,  betwixt  our  American  colonies  and  the  mother 
country,  fhould  take  place,  it  would  be  of  infinite  ufe  to 
both ;  for  there  are  growing  wild  in  America  many  plants, 
which  would  undoubtedly  fucceed  well  when. cultivated  in 
England. 

A  little  public  fpirit  would  bring  this  matter  about hut 
the  misfortune  is,  that  moft  people  are  fo  intent  on  fervipg 
themfelves,  that  they  take  little  heed  about  the  public  ;  pro¬ 
moting  nothing  but  what  will  tend  to  their  own  immediate 
and  particular  emolument. 

Was  a  fpirit  of  emulation  raifed  in  the  American  planters, 
they  would,  doubtlefs)  improve  on  the  old  methods  of 

Y  2  pradicc 
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pra£lice  much  fafter  than  they  do  j  and  this  would  not  be 
wonderful,  if  we  confider  that  all  their  time  muft,  of  courfe, 
be  occupied,  in  what  manner  heft  to  cultivate  their  lands ; 
for  on' the  produce  of -them  do  they  chiefly  depend  for  fup- 
port ;  commerce  having,  as  yet,  fcarcely  extended  beyond 
the  fea-coafts. 

I  own  I  think  it  a  great  pity  that  the  government  does 
not  annually  offer  premiums  for  encouraging  agriculture 
in  our  colonies  ;  a  nation  of  good  hufbandmen  can  never  be 
poor,  ^  : 

If  our  northern  colonies  fhould  have  more  corn  than  is 
fufficient  for  their  own  confumption,  and  that  of  the  Weji- 
India  iflands,  they  might  not  only  find  a  ready  market  for 
it  in  the  Spanifh,  and  Portuguefe  dominions  in  Europe,  but 
could  alio  afford  to  pay  a  moderate  duty  for  the  liberty  of 
exporting  it :  whereas,  here  in  England^  the  government 
gives  a  bounty  to  the  merchant  for  contributing  to  enhance 
the  price  of  bread  to  the  confumer.  I  ana. 
Gentlemen, 

Mile  End,  Your  fincere  well-wifher, 

April  4,  1764.  -  A  Friend  to  the  Public. 
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J.  Letter  to  the  Editors^  recommending  the  Breeding  Mules 
,  in  England,  with  Diredtions  in  the  Choice  of  AJfes  an^ 

Management  of  the  Colts  till  fit  to  breaks 

Gentlemen, 

I  Do  not  remember,  ^in  any  of  the  letters  written  to  you 
by  your  very  ingenious  correfpondents,  to  have  feen  thalt 
ufeful  animal  the  mule  mentioned  j  an  animal  which,  pro¬ 
perly  trained,  will  be  of  more  fervice  to  the  middling  far¬ 
mer,  than  even  the  generous  horfe,  as  his  keeping  is  by  far 
Jefs  expenfive,  he  is  longer  Jived,  and  Jiable  |o  fewer  acci¬ 
dents  or  diftempers. 

In 
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■  In  Spain  th^ere  is  great  encouragement  for  breeding  and 
training  mules  to  every  kind  of  bulinefs :  in  Portugal  they 
are  eftimated  at  a  high  price,  and  are  not  a  little  valued  in 
the  fouthern  parts  of  France. 

I  o'wn  I  have  often  been  aftonilhed  (the  ufeful  nature  of 
this  creature  conhdered)  that  we  do  not  more  encourage 
the  breed  in  England.  This  inattention  may,  perhaps,  pro¬ 
ceed  from  mules  being  thought  naturally  more  vicious  than 
horfes:  I  doubt  the  fadl ;  yet,  be  it  as  it  will,  they  are,  to  my 
knowledge,  equally  capable  of  being  made  ufelul,  docile, 
and  gentle. 

I  aflert  not  this,  gentlemen,  merely  from  opinion,  ha¬ 
ving  had  many  years  experience  of  what  may  be  done  in 
this  way. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  war,  in  which  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland  commanded  the  army  of  the 
allies  in  Flanders,  the  emprefs-queen  made  him  a  prefent 
of  above  fifty  fine  mules  to  carry  his  baggage:  thefe  mules, 
at  the  end  of  that  war,  were  brought  to  England,  at  which 
time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  and  admiring  them. 
They  were,  I  think,  the  fineft  and  largeft  I  ever  before 
beheld  ;  and  one,  nearly  white,  particularly  attradfed  my  at¬ 
tention,  being  almoft  fixteen  hands  high. 

This  circumftance,  of  feeing  his  highnefs’s  firing  of  mules, 
it  was  firft  induced  me  to  think  of  breeding  them,  in  which 
1  have  fince  had  uncommon  fuccefs. 

1  had  many  encouragements  to  make  the  attempt :  my 
fortune  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  hurt  by  the  experiment; 
ray  park  was  extenfive,  and  very  proper  for  the  purpofe  ; 
and  I  had  many  fervants,  who  had  fo  little  to  do,  as  to  hav« 
leifiire  time  enough  to  obey  my  orders  in  this  matter. 

My  great  difficulty  at  firft  fetting  out  was  to  procure  a 
hc-afs  or  two  to  cover  my  mares  j  for  I  found  none  were 
to  be  got,  of  any  fize,  bred  in  England. 

It  is  true,  I  met  with  fome  Spanifli  afles ;  but  they  were 
fluggifh,  and  not  likely  to  get  mettled  colts:  befides,  I 
could  not  buy  two  of  them,  of  any  fize  and  fhape,  under 
feven  hundred  pounds,  which  I  thought  too  much  money 
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to  throw  away,  if  I  could  by  any  other  means  get  my  end 
eafily  anfwered, 

Senfible  that  perfeveranee  does  much  in  all  things,  I 
bought  a  ftrong-boned,  fine-fliaped  he-afs,  and  twofhe-afTes 
of  a  large  fize,  eohfidering  they  were  bred  in  England,  de¬ 
termined  to  try  if  I  could  not  by  a  little  care  and  atten^ 
tion  mend  the  breed,  before  I  attempted  to  get  any  mules. 

Thefe  coft  me  only  four  pounds,  and  my  two  (he-aiies 
foon  afterwards  dropped  a  foal  each. 

I  continued  to  breed  from  them  for  feveral  years  j  but  it 
is  to  the  manner  in  which  I  managed  the  afs-colts,  that  the 
great  fuccefs  I  have  lately  had  in  breeding  mules  muft  be 
aferibed, 

1  took  care  that  the  ftiesafies  (hould  be  w^ell  fed,  and  be 
kept  in  order,  both  before  they  dropped  their  foaJi,  and 
afterwards  whilft  they  fuckled. 

As  foon  as  the  colts  were  weaned,  I  had  them  as  carer 
fully  attended  and  fed  as  if  they  had  been  got  by  Childers, 
©r  Babram:  every  winter  they  flood  under  cover,  defended 
from  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  and  were  regularly  fed, 
cleaned,  and  littered,  the  door  of  the  liable  being  alv/ays 
left  open  two  or  three  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  for 
them  to  cxercife  themfelves  as  they  thought  proper,  which 
they  feldom  failed  to  do,  if  the  weather  was  fine,  to  fpme 
purpofe,  returning,  without  compulfion,  when  the  hour  of 
feeding  approached. 

In  this  manner  I  always  managed  them  till  they  were 
three  years  old,  when  I  permitted  my  flone-colts  to  cover, 
and  my  females  to  breed. 

..  You  would  indeed  be  furprifed  to  fee  how  much,  by  this 
plain  and  fimple  management,  my  breed  of  afies  is  im¬ 
proved;  for  I  have  now  in  my  flables  feveral  he-afTes,  which 
I  keep  as  flallions,  that  are,  1  believe,  as  large,  and  as  well 
fhaped,  as  any  that  were  ever  heretofore  bred  in  thefe 
illands. 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  deferibe  to  you  the  manner  in 
which  I  breed  my  mules.  For  this  purpofe  I  chufe  mares 

I  that 
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that  are  of  a  very  large  breed,  fuch  as  are  fometimes  ufed 
to  draw  the  brewers  drays  in  London. 

My  next  care  is  that  they  are  young,  full  of  life,  large 
barrelled,  but  fmall  limbed,  with  a  moderate-fized  head,  and 
a  good  forehand.  At  the  proper  feafon  my  mares  are  co¬ 
vered  by  my  afs-ftallions,  and  they  feldom  mHs.  During 
the  time  the  mares  are  in  foal,  I  take  care  to  have  them 
fed  with  nourifhing  fodder,  fuch  as  I  imagine  will  moft  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  fize  of  the  foal. 

My  expecEfations,  after  this  management,  are  generally 
anfwered^  for  in  due  feafon  my  mares  drop  foals,  which  I 
could  often  fell  for  ten,  and  fometimes  for  twenty  gui¬ 
neas  a-piece  at  three  months  old ;  and  their  future  value  is 
more  than  irt  proportion  encreafed  afterwards. 

I  always  houfe  my  mule-colts  the  firft  winter  5  otherwife 
the  hard  frofts,  and  (harp,  cod,  long  nights,  would  flint 
them  in  their  growth,  befidies  making  them  unftiapely  and 
rough. 

From  the  time  of  their  behg  dropped,  1  caufe  them 
often  to  be  handled,  to  make  them  gentle :  this  prevents 
their  hurting  themfelves  by  fkitifhnefs,  and  fuddeh  frights: 
they  are  befides  much  cafier  b'oke  at  the  proper  age^  and 
become  docile  and  wonderfullr  harmlefs,  having  nothing 
of  that  vicioufnefs  which  is  fo  Commonly  complained  ©f  m 
thefe  anirhalsi 

I  have  them  for  the  moft  part  broke  at  three  years  oldj 
but  never  permit  them  to  do  much  work  till  four :  they  are 
thus  fecure  from  being  hurt  by  hard  labour,  till  they  have 
acquired  ftrCngth  enough  to  bear  it  without  injury. 

I  have  now  feveral  mules  which  I  conftantJy  employ  in 
various  kinds  of  labour  ;  two,  which  are  indeed  very  fine, 
1  ride  myfelf  after  my  harriers;  two  more  I  keep  for  my 
huntfmaiij  and  one  for  my  whipper-in:  thefe  are  black, 
forrel,  and  grey^ 

I  have  alfo  four  fine  mules),  but  ftrongcr  and  heavier  thaii 
thofe  above-mentioned^  which  I  drive  occafionally  in  a  four- 
wheel  chaife,  befides  feveral  others  lefs  valuable,  ufed  for 
plowing  and  carting. 


Some 
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Some  of  my  neighbours  fmile  at  my  tafte  j  yet  they 
not  at  the  fame  time  help  acknowledging,  that  they  ang 
cheaper  animalsj  when  bred  at  home,  as  has  been  my  prac¬ 
tice,  than  horfes. 

Perhaps  fome  of  youf  readers,  from  the  bints  above 
thrown  out,  may  be  inclined  to  try  the  experiment  :  if  fo, 
1  would  caution 'them  agaiiift  fome  errors  I  at  firft  fetting 
out  fell  into. 

I  thought  at  firft  I  could  not  keep  rrfy  colts  too  weM 
during  the  winter  months :  accordingly  I  ordered  that  they 
Ihould  have  the  fweeteft  hay,  which  I  had  before  ordered 
to  be  referved  for  my  cows,  and  as  many  oats  as  they 
could  eat. 

This  way  of  feeding  them,  it  is  true,  made  them  very 
fat ;  but  it  was  far  from  being  an  advantage  to  them,  for 
I  afterwards  found,  by  experience,  that  it  was  not  only 
incurring  a  ipuch  larger  ejpence  than  was  any  ways  ne- 
ceflary,  but  alfo  made  then  wonderfully  nice  and  delicate 
in  their  appetites  ever  after,  and  alfo,  by  encreafing  their 
weight  of  flefti,  made  then  more  fubje£t  to  ftrains  and 
hurts  in  their  morning  gambols. 

Finding  this  to  be  the  cafe,  I  altered  my  method  entirely, 
and  contented  myfelf  with  g^ving  them  food  enough  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  lofing  flelh,  and  keep  up  their  growth,  without 
palling  their  appetites  witli  delicacies,  or  making  them 
over  fat:  as  to  the  reft,  I  look  the  fame  care  of  defending 
them  from  the  injuries  of  the  weather  as  ever,  by  allowing 
them  ftable  room,  and  good  litter  to  fieep  on,  befides 
caufing  them  every  day  to  be  well  rubbed  down  with  a 
bard  wifp  of  ftraw  by  an  adlive  groom,  whofe  peculiar 
province  it  was  to  attend  them;  and  this  was  fcarcely  ever 
omitted,  particularly  in  cold,  raw,  wet  weather,  when 
they  were  leaft  inclined  to  exercife  themfelves  in  the  park. 

Fully  fenfible  of  my  want  of  method,  I  ought  doubtlefs 
to  make  an  apology  for  the  loofe  drefs  ray  thoughts  appear 
in;  but  thisWould  be  only  adding  to  your  trouble:  fuch 
as  they  are,  you  are  heartily  welcome  to  them ;  and  I 
aiTure  you  it  will  give  me  great  fatisfadion  to  fee  that  any 

compo- 
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compofitlon  of  mine  cqu14  be  thought  worthy  to  appear 
in  fo  ufeful,  fo  truely  valuable  a  work.  I  am. 

Your  conflant  reader, 

April  5,  1764,  Baron^ttvs  Anglije. 
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J  Letter  to  the  Editors^  P’ving  Reafo7is  why  the  Pra^ic^e  of 
Denjhiring^  or  Burnbaiting  Land^  is  not  more  univerfally 
in  Ufe.  (See  Number  XII.  page  45,  of  this  Volume.) 

Gentlemen, 

IN  one  of  your  notes  on  my  laft  letter,  you  objedf  to 
my  obfervation,  that  moft  probably  denihk-ing  will,  in 
time,  be  the  univerfal  fyftem  j  as  it  is  not  yet  fo,  though 
the  pradlice  is  not  new. 

I  could  give  n^any  reafons  why  (as  yet)  it  is  not  fo,  but 
will  only  mention  two. 

Firft,  The  poverty  of  many  fmall  farmers,  who,  being 
at  rack  rent,  dare  not  hazard  fo  confiderable  an  expence 
on  lands  they  may  leave  before  their  money  will  come  in 
again. 

The  other  is,  that  landlords  feeing  the  greedinefs  of  far¬ 
mers,  that  they  work  the  land  out,  that  they  think  of  no 
improvement  beyond  the  prefent  crop,  are  in  general  fet 
againft  this  pradice,  and  deny  leave  to  their  tenants  to 
follow  it.  ‘ 

You  have  guefled  rightly  that  I  fpeak  of  Lincolnfhire, 
hut  1  fear  are  in  the  fame  opinion  with  my  friends  the 
Monthly  Reviewers^  that  the  road  from  Stamford  to  Grimily 
is  paflable  only  for  geefe. 

The  foil  near  my  houfe  is  light  fandy  land,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  mixture  of  clay,  in  general  not  above  a  foot  deep, 
and  ftone  below  it. 

The  foil  adjoining  to  the  heath,  and  which  is  a  very 
confiderable  proportion  of  this  county,  is  Urong,  cold, 
VoL.  II.  9.  Z  "  and 
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and  clayey,  runs  greatly  to  ant-hills,  and  much  to  futzi 
there  is  great  variety,  'tis  true;  but  it  all  inclines  that 
way,  though  in  different  proportions. 

The  practice  I  recommend  fuits  either  of  thefe  foils  ex¬ 
tremely  well;  but  in  fowing  the  lad  crop  with  feeds,  re¬ 
gard  muft  be  had  to  the  fort  of  land  :  the  former  heath  foil 
fhould  be  fown  vfith  faintfoin  if  for  hay,  trefoil  and  ray- 
grafs  if  for  pafture  :  the  cold  land  fhould  be  fown  with 
hay  feeds,  ray-grafs,  and  trefoil  mixt, 

’Tis  very  common  to  fow  two  crops  of  turneps  fuc- 
ceffiyely  ;  nay,  many  farmers  fow  three ;  but  this  I  do 
not  approve. 

'The  reafon  the  firfl  crop  does  not  -require  hoeing,  is  not 
,fo  much  from  the  quantity  of  feed,  as  that  the  ground 
being  only  once  plow’ed,  none  can  grow  but  that  which  is 
drawn  by  the  harrow  into  the  hollow  m^de  between  one 
furrow  and  another,  where  it  raifes  a  mold,  and  the  burn¬ 
ing  the  fwarth  deilroys  the  weeds. 

I  laid  it  akuays  infures  good  crops,  that  is,  the  two  or 
three  firft  crops  after  the  denfhiring ;  and  this  is  the  well- 
known  effect  of  it:  but  in  land  plowed  w’ithout  burning, 
the  mod  approved  method  is  to  plow  the  fwarth,  between 
Candlemas  and  Lady-Day,  according  to  the  crop  intended 
(we  generally  fow  lentils  on  one  plowing);  then  fallow  it 
the  fummer,  and  manure  it ;  then  wheat,  and  fo  on  in  the 
common  courfe  of  hufbandry. 

When  farmers  live  far  fro.m  great  towns,  manure  is  not 
to  be  had  ;  denfhiring  provides  it :  mere  plowing  will,  in 
;good  foils,  bring  good  corn;  but  let  the  drillers  (I  was 
formerly  one)  fay  what  they  pleafe,  manure  is  certainly  te* 
celFary  for  moderate  land,  for  turneps  abfolutely  fo^. 

I  was  a  correfpondent  of  Mr.  Mills  in  his  lad  book  of 
hufbandry,  which  drew  from  me  many  obfervations,  that 

otherwife 

We  agree  with  our  very  fenfibfc  correfpondent,  that  ma»^ 
nure,  even  in  the  drill  hufbandry,  mud  in  general  be  of  fer. 
vice  'to  moderate  land,  and  think  Mr.  Tull’s  greated  over¬ 
sight  was  Kis  excluding  manure  totally  from  his  fydem.  R» 
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oiherwiTe  might  properly  enough  have  appeared  in  your 
colledtion;  and  (if  your  other  correfpondents  will  fet  the 
example)  I  (hall  have  no  obje(5fion  to  fubrcribing  my  real 
name  till  then  muft  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

April  28,  1764.  Rusticus, 

4 

P.  S.  Lincolnfhire  in  improvements  is  fome  forty  years 
b^ind  Norfolk, 
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jf  Letter  from  Mr,  Smith  to  the  Editors^  on  the  Advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  Culture  of  Vetcha. 

* 

_  • 

Gentlemen, 

IT  w^uld  certainly  be  of  great  national  advantage,  could 
our  ftock  of  cattle  and  fheep  be  encreafed  without 
diminifhing  the  quantity  of  our  lands  that  are  in  tillage. 

This  can  no  otherways  be  done,  but  by  encouraging 
the  growth  of  artificial  paftures,  which  the  farmers  haye  of 
late  years  fallen  into. 

The  turnep  htifbandry  is  not  of  very  old  ftanding  in 
this  ifland,  yet  has  it  made  a  very  rapid  progrefs.  The 
immenfe  utility  of  it,  when  properly  pra6tifed,  cannot  but 
be  evident,  even  to  an  ignorant  common  farmer,  on  the 
fligheft  infpecRion.  This  evident  utility  of  it  has  occa- 

Z  2  fioned 

I 

*  This  gentleman’s  future  favours  will  greatly  oblige  us ; 
and  if  he  will  permit  us  to  make  ufe  of  his  name,  we  fhall  be 
doubly  indebted  to  him.  We  are  the  more  earned:  on  this  head, 
as  feveral  of  our  correfpondents,  men  of  rank,  have  expre/Ted 
themfelves  in  the  fame  manner  as  Ruflicus  has  done.  Our 
chief  reafon  for  defiring  the  fubfeription  of  the  real  names  of 
our  correfpondents  is,  that  they  would,  with  many,  greatly 
enforce  the  precepts  contained  in  the  letters,  and  bs  confidered 
as  an  additional  mark  of  derling  value.  R. 
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fioned  Its  being  almofl:  univerfally  pra£lired  in  the  counties 
of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  EfTex,  whence  it  has  fpread  to 
bther  parts  of  England,  and  is  of  late  even  adopted  in 
Ireland,  where,  I  am  informed,  the  gentry  are  very  intent 
on  improving  their  eftates. 

The  colefeed  plant  has  alfo  its  utility,  ^d  in  many 
places  is  as  univerfally  Town  as  the  turnep.  I  have,  myfelf,- 
very  often  raifed-  this  crop,  as  well  for  feeding  fheep, 
as  “for  the  fake  of  its  feed,  and  have  had  no  little  fuccefs  in 
this  hufbandry,  being  very  fond  of  it,  as  colefeed  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  crop  to  overpower,  choak,  and  deftroy  weeds. 

Now  I  have  mentioned  colefeed,  I  cannot  but  acknow¬ 
ledge  my  obIigatioi7s  to  a  correfpondent  of  your  work, 
who  figns  himfelf  I.  I.  and  dates  his  letter  from  the  Mid- 
*dle  Level.  I  am  obliged  to  him,  I  fay,  for  the  excellent 
account  he  has  given  of  the  culture  and  management  of 
this  plant,  as  pra6lifed  in  the  fen-countries. 

Many  farmers,  who  hold  land  of  a  fenny  or  moory  na¬ 
ture,  will,  by  the  help  of  his  directions,  be  encouraged  and 
enabled  to  attempt  this  hufbandry  to  their  great  emolu¬ 
ment  ;  a  hufbandry  to  which  they  were  before  utter  Grangers, 
for  though  they  might  know  the  upland  practices,  this 
could  be  but  of  little  ufe  to  them. 

Your  correfpondent  above  mentioned  Writes  like  a  man 
of  fenfe  and  experience,  and  I  hope  we  fhali  fee  many 
more  of  his  letters  in  your  very  ufeful  collection, 

I  wifh  the  burnet  grafs,  fo  ftrongly  recommended  in  fe- 
veral  parts  of  your  work,  may  anfwer  every  purpofe  that  is 
expected  from  it:  it  feems  to  promife  very  fair  from  the 
accounts  given  of  it  by  Mr.  Rocque  ;  and  if  it  has  not  too 
much  prejudice  to  encounter  withal,  it  may  probably  fuc- 
ceed,  and  the  culture  of  it  become  as  univerfally  adopted,, 
as  is  that  of  the  turnep,  or  colefeed  plant,  already  men¬ 
tioned. 

So  much  in  general  ;  but  the  particular  reafon  of  my 
now  writing  to  you,  was  to  recommend  to  the  induftrious. 
farmer  the  cultivation  of  vetches  as  food  for  cattle. 

5  .  I  have 


ET  COMMERCIAL  E.  171 
I  have  often  fowii  this  crop  with  great  fuccefs,  to  prepare 
my  land  for  wheat,  and  have  always  found  that  by  grpvir- 
ing  to  a  large  cover  they  deftroy  and  choak  up  a  great 
number  of  weeds,  which  would  otherwife  do  me  immenfe 
damage:  indeed,  I  think  them,  for  this  purpofe,  next  ill 
lank  to  a  hoeing  crop. 

When  I  fow  vetches  before  wheat,  I  always,  in  the 
fpending  my  crop,  have  regard  to  the  condition  of  my 
land.  If  my  land  is  not  in  good  heart,  but  wants  mend¬ 
ing,  I  not  unfrequently  fold  my  fheep  on  it,  and  feed  off 
my  crop  in  the  field ;  but  if  it  is  inclined  to  be  rank,  or 
the  wheat  which  is  fowed  on  it,  is  apt  to  run  much  td 
ftraw,  I  often  cut  my  vetches  green^  and  feed  my  horfeS 
in  the  fiable  with  them.  I  find  lio  food  agree  better  With 
them  ;  they  thrive  well^  grow  fat,  and  are  always  in  good 
health  and  fpirits  when  thus  fed. 

I  fometimes  alfo  mow  my  vetches  when  they  are  in 
bloom,  and  make  them  into  bay,  in  the  fanie  manner  I 
manage  my  clover  and  meadow  grafs ;  all  which  I  leave  in 
grafs  cocks  in  the  field,  whilft  it  is  haying,  very  feldom 
fpreading  it,  for  fear  of  rain;  and  after  two  or  three  turns 
it  is  generally  fit  to  carry. 

The  great  art,  in  making  hay  of  vetches,  is  to  contrive 
in  fuch  fort,  that  the  leaves  do  not  drop  off  the  plants, 
which,  if  left  too  long,  or  dried  too  fuddenly,  they  are  apt 
to  do;  and  the  farmer  is  to  underftand,  that  great  part  of 
the  peculiarly  nouriihing  quality  of  the  hay  refides  in  the 
leaf. 

I  fay  peculiarly  nourifhing,  becaufe  almoft  every  kind  of 
cattle,  as  horfes,  oxen,  cows,  and  (beep,  is  fond  of  it,  and 
they  aJl  thrive  on  this  food  amazingly :  this  I  have  often 
experienced,  and  moreover  obferved,  that  they  make  no 
wafte  even  or  the  ftalks,  which  they  eat  with  an  appetite. 

In  this  manner  I  manage  for  my  hay,  when  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  have  it  very  fine  and  fit  for  my  cows  and  fheep ; 
and  in  this  manner  it  is  no  very  difficult  matter  to  get  it  in 
in  good  order,  fweet  and  wholefome:  but  when  I  intend 
it  only  for  my  horfes,  I  generally  let  my  crop  fiand  fome- 

thing 
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thing  longer ;  that  .is,  till  the  kid,  or  pod,  is  formed,  and 

the  feed  about  half  grown  within  it. 

When  the  bay  is  made  in  this  iaft  way,  the  bufinefs  is 
much  more  ticklifh,  and  conftant  obfervations  *muft  be 
made  to  fee  when  the  crop  is  in  proper  order  to  cut,  be- 
caufe  if  it  is  left  too  long,  the  ftalks  grow  hard  and  fticky, 
and  the  leaves  are  apt  to  drop  ofF. 

This  hay  is  more  nourifliing,  when  cut  in  this  laft  me¬ 
thod,  than  I  can  well  defcribe :  it  anfwers  both  for  hay  and 
corn ;  and  with  this  food  my  horfes  will  be  in  good  flcfti, 
health,  and  fpirit,  and  be  able  to  do  a  great  deal  of  work, 
I  have  often  proved  this  to  be  true,  can  therefore  the  bet¬ 
ter  venture  to  aflert  it. 

I  have  ftill  another  method  of  making  thefe  vetches  into 
hay,  which  is  to  leave  the  crop,  till  the  feed  is  grown  to  its 
full/ize  in  the  pod,  though  notripe:  I  then  mow  them,  and, 
when  dry,  threfli  them  on  acloih  in  the  field ;  by  which  means 
I  procure  a  confiderable  quantity  of  pigeons  meat,  which 
fetches  me  a  tolerable  good  price ;  and  this  pigeons  meat 
fells  better  at  market,  than  if  the  vetches  had  ftood  till  the 
feed  was  thoroughly  ripe ;  for  by  cutting  the  crop  when 
the  feeds  are  barely  full  grown  before  they  begin  to  harden, 
they  flirink  in  the  drying,  and  thereby  become  of  a  (mailer 
fize  than  they  are  by  nature,  and  confequently  more  proper 
food  for  pigeons  than  if  they  were  larger. 

I  own,  the  hay  in  this  laft  method  is  not  quite  fo  good, 
as  many  of  the  leaves  will,  in  fpite  of  all  the  care  that 
can  be  taken,  drop  ofF,  and  the  ftalks  will  be  a  little  fticky: 
yet,  after  all,  it  ferves  very  well  for  my.  ordinary  cattle, 
and  even  for  my  plow  and  cart  horfes  with  the  alTiftance 
of  a  few  oats. 

Vetches  are  a  very  good  plant  to  fow  thick  on  land,  and 
when  they  have  formed  a  perfect  cover,  to  plow  them  in, 
in  order  to  the  land’s  being  fown  afterwards  with  wheat 
on  one  plowing.  In  this  intention  they  anfwer  to  the  full 
as  well  as  buck- wheat,  or  clover. 

When  a  farmer  intends  to  plow  in  his  vetches,  I  would 
by  all  means  advife  him  to  do  it  fome  weeks  before  he 

fow^s 
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fows  his  wheat,  that  they  may  have  time  to  ferment  and 
rot,  or  the  confequences  may  be  fatal  to  his  crop :  I  onca, 
myfelf,  loft  the  chief  part  of  a  fine  field  of  wheat  by  tlTis 
overfight. 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  fome  of  your  very  Ingenious 
oorrefpondents  enlarge  more  than  they  have  yet  done  on 
the  fubjedt  of  manures,  the  nature  of  the  feveral  kinds 
being  very  little  underftood  by  common  farmers ;  yet  is 
there  nothing  more  dangerous  than  a  mifapplication  of 
them  ;  and  to  this  mifapplication  of  manures  may  we, 
in  a  great  meafure,  aferibe  the  prefent  flovenly  method 
of  hufbandry  pra<Stifed  in  moft  counties,  the  failure  of 
crops,  and  the  abundant  encreafe  of  noxious  weeds. 

,  I  afn,  Gentlemen, 

Eflex,  Your  humble  fervunt. 

May  I,  1764.  J.  Smith, 


NUMBER  LX. 

Letter  -from  Mr,  Vefey,  to  the  Editors^  containing  cn 
excellent  Remedy  for  the  Scab  in  Sheep, 

Gentlemen, 

I  Need  not  tell  you,  I  prefume,  that  the  catife  of  the 
fcab  in  fheep  is  a  tedious  length  of  wet  weather  :  as  to 
the  confequences,  they  are  already  pretty  well  known. 

I  imagine  your  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  if  I  fhould, 
with  your  afiiftancr,  communicate 'to  them  a  remedy  for 
this  difordcr,  which  I  have  feveral  times  tried,  and  almoft 
always  found  to  anfwer  extremely  well. 

Some  men,  whom  I  have  known  to  breed  and  feed  a 
great  number  of  fheep,  have  been  grofly  miftaken  in  their 
comprehenfion  of  the  nature  of  this  diftemper,  which  they 
rafhly  judged  to  be  merely  cutaneous ;  whereas,  when  a 
fheep  has  the  fcab^  the  blood  is  always  more  or  lefs  afFecfted 
by  it :  therefore  the  outward  applications,  which  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  alone  reforted  to  for  a  cure,  do  for  the  moft  part 

more 
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uiore  hurt  than  good,  by  driving  in  the  eruption,  and 
jnaking  it  fix  on  the  internals,  thereby  often  occafioning 
the  death  of  the  animal. 

Now  the  true  way  to  treat  this  diforder  is,  firft  to  give 
the  animal  fomething  inwardly  to  drive  out  the  eruption  ; 
then  comes,  with  propriety,  the  outward  application,  which 
completes  the  cure  by  killing  the  fcab. 

When  a  farmer  has  any  of  his  flock  al!li6fed  with  the 
{cab,  let  him  attend  to  the  diredfions  which  follow. 

Take  a  gallon  of  foft  well  or  pond  water,  which  divide 
into  two  equal  parts  :  in  one  of  thefe  parts  dilTolve  eight 
ounces  of  old  hard  foap ;  to  which,  when  it  is  diflhlved,' 
add  two  ounces  of  fpirits  of  hartfhorn  and  feven  ounces  of 
common  fait,  with  four  ounces  of  roll  brimftone,  beat  to 
a  fine  powder  and  fifted  :  then  take  the  other  part  of  the 
water,  in  which  put  two  ounces  of  tobacco  leaf,  and  one  of 
white  hellebore  root :  boil  this  fecond  part  till  you  have  a 
ffrong  infufion,  after  which  ftrain  it  clear  from  the  leaves 
and  roots. 

When  you  have  got  thus  far  in  the  procefs,  take  that 
part  of  the  water,  firft  mentioned,  and  fet  it  over  the  fire  5 
let  it  boil  for  about  half  an  hour,  keeping  it  continually 
ftirring  with  a  wooden  ladle  during  that  time :  in  the  mean 
time  heat  again  the  other  part,  in  which  the  tobacco  and  hel¬ 
lebore  were  infufed ;  and  when  it  is  hot,  mix  the  two  parts 
gradually  together  over  the  fire,  keeping  the  mixture  con¬ 
tinually  ftirring  till  it  is  taken  off  the  fire,  which  flhould  be 
in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  :  when  it  is  quite  cold,  let  it  be 
put  into  a  ftone  bottle,  in  order  to  its  being  kept  in  a  cool 
place  for  ufe. 

Then  take  four  quarts  of  new  ale  or  beer  :  put  into  it 
twelve  ounces  of  common  fait,  two  ounces  of  bay  fait,  and 
eight  ounces  of  pounded  nitre,  together  with  twelve  ounces 
of  pounded  roll  brimftone :  fet  them  over  a  gentle  fire, 
and  when  the  ale  boils,  take  off  the  feum  ;  let  it  boil  for 
about  half  an  hour;  after  which  fet  it  by  till  k  is  cold,  and 
put  it  into  a  ftone  bottle  for  ufe. 


When 
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When  you  are  fo  far  prepared,  take  one  quart  of  ale ; 
fet  it  on  the  fire ;  mix  into  it,  by  degrees,  three  ounces  of 
flour  of  brimftone  ;  when  it  is  juft  ready  to  boil,  take  it  ofF 
the  fire,  and  let  it  ftand  to  cool ;  and  when  it  is  only  blood- 
warm,  give  this  quantity  inwardly  to  three  fheep,  which  is  ' 
to  be  repeated  every  fecond  day,  till  they  have  had  three 
dofes.  T^iis  will  drive  out  the  diforder,  when  the  firft  mix¬ 
ture  is  to  be  rubbed  on  the  diftempered  parts  5  and  two 
days  afterwards,  the  fecond  ;  and  fo  alternately  for  about 
eight  or  ten  days,  till  the  cure  is  efFe(fted  :  fometimes  two 
rubbings  will  be  fufficient. 

I .  muft  obferve,  that  all  thefe  mixtures  will  be  beft  boiled 
in  well-glazed  earthen  o'r  iron  pots.  • 

I  have  been  encouraged  to  fend  you  this  remedy, 
from  a  very  fenfible  letter  I  read  in  your  laft  publi¬ 
cation,  figned  Ruricola  Gloucejiris^  L,  I  wifh  that  gentle¬ 
man  would  oblige  the  public  with  his  name, 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Marlborough,  Your  humble  fervant. 

May  5,  1764.  I.  Vesey. 


NUMBER  LXI. 

\ 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  refpeSflng  the  mean  Weight  of  anj 
given  Meafure  of  Wheat  for  fever  al  fuccefftve  Tears^  &c. 

Gentlemen, 

AS  the  Mufeum  Ruficum  has  entertained  the  public 
with  many  curious  obfervations,  and  brought  to  light 
many  arcana^  which  otherwife  might  have  been  condemned 
to  perpetual  oblivion  ;  1  venture  to  offer  the  following 
experiments  to  the  infpe^lion  of  the  editors  of  that  work, 
that,  if  they  fhould  be  thought  worthy  of  a  place  in  it,  they 
may,  through  that  channel,  be  communicated  to  the 
public. 

The -motives  which  induced  me  to  enter  upon  the  fub- 
fequent  talk,  were  the  many  arts  the  farmers  make  ufe  of 
V^oL.  II.  No.  9.  A  a  to 
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to  enhance  the  price  of  corn,  to  the  no  fmall  detriment  of 
the  community  in  general,  and  efpecially  the  poorer  part  of 
it:  upon  which  confideration,  I  have  often  thought  that 
it  would  be  of  great  fervice  to  the  public,  if,  by  any  me¬ 
thod,  there  could  be  determined  a  mean  weight  for  any 
given  quantity  of  corn,  and  likewife  what  number  of  grains, 
upon  an  average,  ought  to  be  contained  in  each  eaV,  and  the 
proportional  weight  between  the  ear,  with  the  grains  in  it, 
and  when  taken  out,  and  likewife  the  proportional  difFe- 
rence  between  the  weight  of  the  whole  ftalk,  including  the 
ear  and  the  grain.  And  if  thefe  points  could  be  fettled 
with  any  tolerable  degree  of  accuracy,  we  need  pay  no  at¬ 
tention  to  what  the  farmer  fays,  with  regard  to  his  crop 
not  yielding  well ;  to  the  draw  being  in  too  great  a  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  grain  j  to  the  grains  themfelves  being  light,  or 
the  reyerfe,  as  it  may  fuit  his  intereft :  for  that  very  grain, 
which  to  the  landlord  is  reprefented  as  light,  and  of  little 
value,  in  order  to  depreciate  the  land,  wears  a  quite  diffe¬ 
rent  face  in  the  fample  which  is  expofed  to  fale ;  by  which 
means  thofe  bounteous  ftores,  which  Providence  intended 
for  the  public,  are,  from  their  dearnefs,  cut  off  from  thofe 
who  ftand  moft  in  need  of  them,  to  the  advancement  of  a 
fw>  and  the  deftru£^ion  of  thoufands. 

But  in  order  to  fettle  this  medium,  under  our  prefent 
confideration,  it  will  be  abfolutely  neceflary,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  make  accurate  and  impartial  experiments  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  then,  by  comparing  the  produce  and 
the  weight,  of  the  whole,  both  feparately  and  toge¬ 
ther,  we  may  come  pretty  near  the  mark  in  view. 

In  order  therefore  to  purfue  the  plan  Lhad  laid  down, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  harveft  of  the  year  1757,  I  got 
three  ears  of  common  red  Lammas  wheat  out  of  — —  field, 
Aug.  26.  I  then  cut  off  the  ftalk  clofe  to  the  ear,  which 
I  weighed  with  the  corn  in  it :  I  then  weighed  the  grains 
when  rubbed  out  of  the  ear,  and  cleared  from  the  chaff :  in 
the  next  place  I  compared  the  difference,  and  then  counted 
the  number  of  grains  in  each  ear  refpedtively  j  and  at  the 

end 
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end  of  every  year  fet  doAvn  the  weight  of  a  cubical  inch  of 
the  produce  of  that  harveft. 

But  in  order  to  give  a  clearer  idea  of  my  method  of 
proceeding,  I  will  fet  down  the  weight,  ^c,  of  the  corn 
which  was  gathered  from  the  firft  field,  in  columns,  in  the 
manner  I  entered  it  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpofe,  which 
will  be  fufficient  to  explain  the  whole  without  a  multiplicity 
of  figures. 


Number  of  ears, 
when  and  where 
got. 

Weight  of 

the  ear  with 
the  corn  in  it. 

Weight  of  the 

grain  when 
free  from  the 
chaff. 

Difference. 

No.  of 
grains 
in  each 
car. 

1757- 

3 

3 

g»- 

3 

9  grf 

3 

3 

gr* 

1  hree  ears  got 

I 

0 

I 

5 

0 

0  19  5 

0 

0 

5  5 

28 

in - field, 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0  17  5 

0 

0 

4  5 

27 

Auguft  26. 

3 

0 

I 

7 

0 

I  I 

0 

0 

6 

36 

Total. 

1 

0 

14 

0 

2  18 

0 

0 

16 

-2* 

I  proceeded  in  the  fame  method  with  each  of  the  three 
ears  taken  out  of  fourteen  other  different  fields,  during  the 
time  of  the  fame  harveft  :  then  cafting  up  the  fum  total  of 
each  column,  and  dividing  their  produds  by  the  number  of 
ears  gathered  that  feafon,  the  quotient  would  give  me  the 
mean  weight,  ^c,  of  an  ear  of  that  harveft,  and  its  num¬ 
ber  of  grains, 

I  then  made  a  cubical  veftel  containing  exa£fly  a  fquare 
Inch  ;  and  having  mixed  all  the  corn  together,  I  filled  the 
above  veftel,  and  weighed  its  contents  with  the  greateft  ac¬ 
curacy  ;  which  weight  I  fet  down,  repeating  the  operation 
feven  or  eight  times,  having  well  mixed  the  little  heap  of 
corn  together,  after  each  trial,  and  then  fet  down  the 
weight  of  each  as  before ;  and  as  there  would  fometimes 
be  the  dift'erence  of  a  grain  or  two  more  or  lefs  in  each 
cubical  inch,  I  divided  the  produ£l  of  the  whole  by  the 
number  of  times  the  experiment  was  made,  and  fet 
down  the  quotient  as  the  mean  weight  of  a  cubical 
inch  of  corn  for  that  year,  which  in  1757  I  found 
to  be  3  dr.  12.3  gr.  I  have  perfevered  in  this  method 

A  a  2  every 
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every  year  fince  :  but  to  avoid  troubling  you  with  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  each,  I  will  give  you  at  one  view  the  mean 
weight,  the  number  of  grains  in  a  ear,  and  the  weight 
of  a  cubical  inch  for  each  of  thefe  laft  feven  years  paft, 
and  after  that  the  medium  of  all  taken  together. 

I  made  ufe  of  apothecaries  weights  upon  account  of  the 
fmaller  fubdivilions  of  the  ounce  into  drachms,  fcruples,  and 
grains,  which  I  have  afterwards,  in  reckoning  up  the 
weight  of  the  bufhel,  reduced  to  troy,  and  averdupois. 
But  we  will  now  give  the  refult  of  the  feven  years  experi¬ 
ments  in  the  following  columns. 


A.D. 

Mean  weight 
of  each  ear 
with  the  corn 
in  it. 

Mean  wt.  of 
the  grains 
alone. 

Differende. 

Mean 
No.  of 
grains. 

Mean  weight  of  a 
cubical  inch. 

‘757 

3  9  gf- 
0  I  10  5 

3  9 

0  1  5 

3  9  g*"- 
005  5 

38 

3  9  gr. 

3  0  3 

1758 

0  1  5 

0105 

0045 

30  4 

3  0  13  3 

1759 

0182 

0  12  4 

005  8 

37  6 

3  0  14  5 

1760 

0  I  14 

0144 

009  6 

3^  8 

SI  4  3 

1761 

0195 

0145 

005 

36  6 

3*43 

1762 

0  I  17  4 

0183 

009  I 

36  5 

3  0  16  5 

1763 

0  I  10  I 

0133 

006  8 

35  5 

3  0  17 

Total. 

3  I  H  7 

228  4 

026  4 

251  4 

23  0  2  2 

Mean 

wt. 

01  lo  67 

0  I  4  05 

0  0  6  61 

35  9 

3  0  17  457 

The  total  divided 

by  feven  gives  the  mean  weight,  Uc. 

of  the  whole  together 

,  as  in  the  preceding  line. 

The  firft  of  the  above  columns  (the  date  of  the  year  not 
being  reckoned)  (hews  us,  atone  view,  what  we  may  expert 
a  Tingle  ear  of  Lammas  wheat,  feparated  from  the  ftalk,  to 
weigh  upon  an  average  ;  and  the  fecond  what  its  produce  in 
grain  fhould  weigh  when  feparated  from  the  chaff:  the 
next  divifion  gives  the  difference,  being  the  weight  of  the 
ear  and  chaff  alone  without  the  grain  ;  the  fourth,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  grains  in  each  ear  ;  and  the  lafh,  'the  weight  of  a  cu¬ 
bical  inch  ;  which  latter  we  fhall  further  confider,  and  fee 
what  will  be  the  mean  weight  of  a  bufhel,  omitting  the 
odd  grains  and  decimal  parts,  as  immaterial  in  fo  large  a 
meafure. 


As 
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As  the  ftandard  Wincbefter  bufhel  contains  2150.4  cubi¬ 
cal  inches,  if  the  above  weight  of  one,  Wz.  3  3  17.457  gr. 
be  multiplied  by  that  fum,  the  produdf  will  be  73  lb.  8  oz. 
12  dwt.  troy.  But  this  ftandard  bufhel  is  in  fa<ft  too  fmall, 
the  real  contents  of  a  bufhel  dry  meafure  being  2178  cubi¬ 
cal  inches,  which,  according  to  that  calculation,  will  give 
741b.  7  oz.  19  dwt.  which  fums  reduced  to  averdupois 
weight  will  ftand  as  follows. 


lb.  oz.  dwt.  Ib.  oz.  dr. 
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But  it  will  be  proper  to  take  notice  that  none  of  this 
corn  was  weighed  till  thoroughly  (iry,  and  feldom  till  the 
harveft  after  it  was  got,  and  fometimes  later ;  therefore 
there  muft  be  fome  allowance  made  for  the  lofs  of  weight 
by  keeping ;  which  I  found  upon  trial  to  be  about  four 
grains  yearly  in  a  cubical  inch,  and  confiderably  more  the 
firft  year,  efpecially  if  the  corn  happened  to  be  got  in  a 
wet  harveft  :  therefor^e  I  think  we  may  fairly  eftimate  the 
mean  weight  of  a  bufhel  of  wheat,  containing  2178  inches, 
to  be  about  62  lb.  averdupoife  weight, 

I  know  that  a  bufhel  of  good  wheat  is,  by  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  writers  upon  agriculture,  calculated  at  about  64  lb. ; 
but  our  prefent  enquiry  is  not  whether  it  is  good  or  bad, 
light  or  heavy  of  its  kind  ;  but  what  is  the  medium  betwixt 
the  two  extremes,  in  order  the  better  to  judge  of  its  quali¬ 
ties,  according  as  it  falls  fhort  of,  or  exceeds,  that  deter¬ 
mined  weight.' 

The  fields  out  of  which  the  corn  was  gathered  for  the 
above  experiments,  are  moftly  fituated  within  a  circle  of 
ten  or  twelve  miles  round  the  town  of  Warwick,  and 
fome  of  them  in  Northamptonfhire  ;  and  in  foils  of  different 
kinds,  and  fuch  as  have  been  productive  of  good,  bad, 
and  indifferent  crops. 

With  regard  to  the  obfervations,  which  I  now  offer  to 
the  public,  they  may  be  affured  that  they  have  been  made 

with  • 
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with  the  greateft  accuracy,  and,  barring  any  errors  in  the 
calculations,  without  the  leaft  deviation  from  the  truth. 

My  method  of  gathering  the  ears  of  corn  was,  to  crop 
them  (landing  during  the  time  of  harveft,  always  endea¬ 
vouring,  as  near  as  I  could  guefs,  to  take  fuch  as  were  of 
a  middling  growth,  avoiding  the  fulled  ears,  as  well  as 
thofe  which  were  (hrivelled,  or  dinted.  I  therefore  gene¬ 
rally  got  them  from  about  the  middle  fpace  between  the 
ridge  and  the  furrow ;  I  then  carefully  wrapt  up  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  each  fielcj  in  feparate  papers,  to  prevent  the  corn 
from  (bedding,  or  intermixing. 

The  column  which  (hews  the  difference  between  th© 
weight  of  the  ear  with  the  corn  in  it,  and  that  of  the 
grains  alone,  is  meant  only  as  relative  to  the  ear  itfelf, 
without  the  dalk  added  to  it,  which  latter  was  always  fe-^ 
parated  from  it.  But  I  have  fince  made  fome  few  expe¬ 
riments  with  regard  to  the  proportional  weight  between 
the  whole  dalk  and  ear,  and  its  produce  in  grain ;  and  I 
found  the  former  to  be  to  the  latter  as  about  67  to  72. 
But  I  cannot  depend  fo  much  upon  the  judnefs  of  this 
calculation,  as  of  the  others,  it  being  only  tried  upon 
the  produce  of  one  harved. 

It  mud  be  obferved  that  the  weight  of  corn  will  vary 
more  or  lefs  by  keeping,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
grain  itfelf,  the  feafons  that  it  has  had  for  its  growth  and 
maturity,  and  the  drynefs  or  moidure  of  it  when  reaped  : 
for  notwithdanding,  as  was  before  obferved,  that  there 
may  be  an  annual  lofs  of  about  four  grains  in  every  cubi¬ 
cal  inch  upon  an  average,  yet  it  may  fo  happen  that  the 
weight  of  it  may  even  be  encreafed  by  keeping,  as  was 
really  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  corn  which  was  got  in 
the  harved  of  the, year  1762,  after  an  excellive  dry  dim¬ 
mer  ;  for  I  found,  upon  weighing  a  cubical  inch  of  the 
fame  corn,  a  year  after  the  fird  trial,  that  it  had 
actually  encreafed  in  weight  2.6  grains,  which  I  can 
by  no  means  account  for,  but  upon  a  fuppofition  that 
the  corn  contained  in  the  ear,  having  been  fo  thoroughly 
dried,  v/hild  danding,  by  the  preceding  heats  and  great 

5  drought. 
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drought,  there  was  no  room  for  any  further  evaporation 
of  aqueous  particles  i  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  being  laid 
up  in  this  extreme  Rate  of  drynefs,  it  muft  even  imbibe 
moifture  afterwards,  from  the  coolnefs  of  the  place  where 
it  was  repofited  ;  by  which  means  the  grain  would  become 
more  plump  than  when  frefh  gathered,  and  would  confe- 
feqUently  encreafe  in  weight.  From  hence  the  reafon  is 
very  obvious,  why  corn  that  is  thoroughly  ripe,  and  well 
ended,  will  undergo  a  much  lefs  change  by  keeping,  than 
that  which  has  been  plumpt  up  by  preceding  rains,  though 
perhaps  it  may  look  better  to  the  eye  than  the  other.  But 
1  ihink  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  the  more  the  ex¬ 
ternal  coat  of  the  grain  is  extended  by  redundant  moifture 
from  within,  the  more  will  it  appear  ftirivelled  and  wrin¬ 
kled,  whenever  that  moifture  is  evaporated,  which  it  muft 
lofe  upon  being  kept  for  any  confiderable  time  in  a  dry 
place  :  therefore  it  will  be  moft  to  the  advantage  of  the 
owner  to 'have  fuch  corn  fpent  as  foon  as  it  is  fufticiently 
dry  for  common  ufe,  and  not  to  hoard  it  too  long  in  the 
granary,  as  the  heap  from  the  above-mentioned  caufe 
will  be  daily  decreafing. 

If  further  experiments  of  this  kind  were  to  be  tried  in 
other  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  even  in  different  climates  ; 
and  if  the  refult  of  each  obfervation  was  to  be  compared 
with  the  others,  we  might  probably  come  ftill  nearer  to 
the  medium  which  we  have  been  aiming  at ;  and  the 
fame  trials  might  be  made  with  any  other  fort  of  grain 

But  I  ftiall  dwell  no  longer  upon  this  fubjeef,  having 
already  exceeded  the  bbunds  of  my  intended  epiftle:  I 
ftiall  therefore  add  nothing  more  than  that 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  conftant  reader. 

May  I,  1764.  And  humble  fervant, 

Warwicensis. 

*  We  are  greatly  obliged  to  the  gentleman  who  has  favoured 
«$  with  this  letter,  and  lhall  always  fet  a  proper  value  on  fuch 
pieces  as  he  lhall  in  future  communicate  to  us,  having  no 
doubt  from  this  fpccimen,  but  they  will  be  ufeful,  entertaining, 
and  accurate.  £. 


N  U  M- 


1^2 


MUSEUM  RUSTICUM 


NUMBER  LXIL 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  from  Mr,  Stephen  Mills,  Sur^ 
veyor  of  the  Road  from  Northampton  to  Harborough, 
fent  with  fome  excellent  Diredtions  for  making  or  mending 
Roads  in  generaL 

Gentlemen, 

AS  I  find  you  receive  the  -thoughts  and  plans  of  many 
perfons,  1  take  the  liberty  to  fend  you  one  on  the' 
making  roads.  It  is  what  I  myfelf  have  pra^lifcd  for  above 
(  thirty  years ;  fori  am,  gentlemen,  fur  veyor  of  the  roads 
from  Northampton  to  Harbdrough ;  a  road  reckoned  the 
beft  amended  of  almoft  any  in  the  illand  ;  and  as  it  has 
got  a  great  reputation,  it  has  been  the  caufe  of  my  being 
called  in,  by  the  truftees  of  other  roads,  to  overlook  and 
dire<5t  their  furveyors  j  and  having  found  the  directions,  in 
the  following  piece,  the  beft  I  have  ever  heard  of,  or  met 
with,  I  judge  they  may  be  of  great  ufe  to  the  public,  for 
whofe  benefit  I  communicate  them. 

I  am, 

Pisford,  April  24,  1764.  Stephen  Mills. 

An  Account  of  the  Method  ufod  in  repairing  that  Part  of  the 
Leicefterfhire  Turnpike  Road^  from  Kibworth  Harcote, 
to  Great  Bowden  Field ;  being  betwixt  Seven  and  Eight 
Thoufand  Tards^  and  performed  in  Ten  Weeks  and  odd 
Days  5  and  alfo^  wherein  that  Method  probably  may^  or 
may  noty  be  purfued  in  repairing  the  Road  from  Harborough 
Bridge  to  Pisford  Bridge,  in  the  County  of  Northampton ; 
with  fome  ufeful  Obfervations  about  repairing  of  Roads  in 
generaly  particularly  the  laji  mentionedy  &c. 

Account  of  the  Leicester  Roads  in  general, 

THE  aCt  for  repairing  the  road  from  Market  Harbo^ 
rough  to  Loughborough,  in  the  county  of  Leicefter,  com¬ 
menced 
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•mcnced  the  firft  day  of  May,  1726,  and  was  to  continue  in 
force  for  one  and  twenty  years,  unlefs  the  road  fhould  be 
fooner  repaired,  and  all  charges  defrayed. 

Xhe  truftees  immediately  fet  about  it,  and  erected  four 
turnpikes,  the  better  to  fecure  the  tolls,  or  duties,  appointed 
by  the  faid  a6t  to  be  taken  :  the  road  to  be  repaired  being 
of  fo  great  a  length  as  twenty  computed  miles,  and  an 
open  country  all  the  way,  it  was  adjudged  fewer  gates 
would  be  of  little  fervice,  although  fo  many  would  very 
much  enhance  the  expence,  as  well  in  looking  after,  as  in 
building, 

Mr.  Tillman  Bobart  and  Mr,  William  Webb  were  alfo 
treated  with  about  the  manner  and  expence  of  repairing 
the  road,  of  which  they  gave  in  a  fcheme,  aconrding  to 
which  the  trulfees  agreed  with  them  for  about  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  yards,  by  way  of  fpecimen  for  the  relf  of 
the  road. 

But  their  method  being  very  expenfive,  and  not  at 
all  anfwerlng  expecSlation  for  goodnefs,  occafioned  either 
by  their  hafte  and  flighting  the  work,  to  get  the  better 
earnings  by  it,  or  by  ufing  bad  materials,  going  on  farther 
with  them  was  laid  afide :  fo  I  (hall  fay  nothing  of  their 
particular  way  of  doing  it,  nor  of  the  coft  ;  neither  fliall 
I  take  notice  of  the  manner  or  coft  of  repairing  the  road 
from  Bobarfs  performance  to  Glen^  (under  the  management 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Batchler^  general  furveyor  of  the  faid  road) 
by  reafon  the  method  is  faid  to  be  much  improved  in  the 
road  repaired  from  Great  Glen  to  Great  Bowden  liberty  ;  the 
road  better,  and  more  eafy  for  carriage  and  travellers ;  and 
the  charge  not  exceeding  two  thirds  of  that  from  Leicejler 
to  Great  Glen. 

In  April,  1735,  we  began  to  move  forward  from  G/^;2  to¬ 
wards  Kibworth  5  and  Batchler^  the  furveyor  above  named, 
was  ordered  to  get  propofals  for  repairing  the  road  from 
Glen  to  the  liberty  of  Burton^  which  he  did  at  one  IHilling 
and  two-pence  per  yard  forward,  for  preparing  the  road 
for  gravelling,  which  was  thought  to  be  very  cheap,  wc 
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having  paid  half  a  crown  a  yard  ;  and,  by  degrees,  it  dropt 
to  one  {hilling  and  fix-pence  for  the  faid  work. 

And  for  the  carriage  of  the  gravel  heaped  for  one  {hilling  •• 
and  fix-pence  per  load,  v/hich  was  thought  reafonablc 
enough  :  yet  together  the  amount  of  five  load  of  gravel  to 
each  yard  forward,  and  one  {hilling  and  two-pence  per  yard 
throwing  up  the  ground,  came  to  eight  {hillings  and  eight 
pence  for  every  yard  forward. 

The  length  of  that  part  of  the  road  contracted  for  was 
only  nine  hundred  yards,  of  which  the  undertakers  made 
a  fiiift,  in  that  fummer,  to  do  two  hundred  yards,  and 
made  fuch  fad  work  of  it,  that  it  was  done  over  again,  in 
the  year  173^5  along  with  the  reft  of  the  road  betwixt 
Glen  and  Kibworth. 

Mr.  Batchler  dying  in  the  interim,  Mr.  Carnal  was 
eledfed  furveyor  in  his  ftead,  and  myfelf  was  elected  treafurer, 
under  a  promife,  that  1  would  aflift  the  furveyor  with  my 
advice  whenever  he  wanted  it,  and  prefide  over  all  under¬ 
takings  and  matters  relating  to  the  road. 

The  furveyor  has  given  me  a  conftant,  and,  I  may  fay, 
a  daily  account  of  his  proceedings,  and  confulted  me  what 
was  proper  next  to  be  done  ;  and,  if  any  difficulty  arofe, 
if  there  was  not  time  to  lay  it  before  the  truftees,  I  made 
ufe  of  the  difcretionary  power  lodged  in  me  by  the  truftees, 
and  determined  the  matter  j  without  which  it  had  been 
morally  impoillble  to  have  made  any  tolerable  difpatch  in 
that  great  undertaking  and  performance  the  Jaft  fpring ; 
for  there  will  arife  difputes  and  different  opinions  amongft 
the  head  workmen,  fo  as  to  oppofe  the  furveyor  himfejf ; 
and  the  fame  obftrucStions  of  the  work,  in  many  other 
cafes,  are  frequently  happening,  in  which,  if  we  had  waited 
for  the  determination  of  a  board  of  truftees,  the  feafon 
might  have  been  loft  :  for  though  our  act  fays  the  truftees 
fhali  meet  on  the  firff  Monday  in  every  month,  and  fo 
much  fooner  or  oftener  as  they  flrall  think  proper  to  adjourn 
to,  I  never  could  get  live  truftees  to  meet  in  four  months 
time  from  the  begianing  of  the  fummer’s  W'ork. 

I 

Having 
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Having  (hewed  above  the  coft  of  the  nine  hundred  yards, 
as  agreed  for  in  Glen  liberty.^  viz.  eight  (liillings  and 
eight  pence  per  yard  forward,  and  but  two  hundred  *  yards 
of  that  contradf  performed. 

Onwards  I  (hall  give  you  an  account  of  the  repairing  the 
road  from  the  field  or  liberty  of  Great  Glen  to  Kibivorth 
Harcote^  and  fo  on  to  the  middle  of  Bowden  Magna  field ; 
the  method  being  the  fame  all  the  way,  though  there  be  fe- 
veral  prices  for  carriage,  which  I  (hall  hint  of  fomewhere, 
and  then  reduce  to  an  average. 

I  agreed  with  two  fets  of  workmen  for  throwing  up  the 
ground,  and  preparing  the  road  for  gravelling  ;  with  one  fet, 
from  Kibworth  to  the  liberty  of  Smeeicn^  being  three  thou- 
fand  yards ;  and  with  the  other  fet,  from  the  liberty  of 
S?neeton  to  the  Red-Houfie  called  Coleharbour^  and  fo  much 
farther  onwards  towards  Harborough  as  the  truftees  (hould 
require,  which  happened  to  be  one  thoufand  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  yards  more,  the  agreements  being  the  fame :  under¬ 
written  I  give  you  a  copy  of  one  of  them,  viz. 

We  A.  B.  C.  D.  ^c.  do  hereby  offer  and  propofe  to 
the  truftees  appointed  to  put  in  execution  the  a(Sf  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  repairing  the  road  from  Market  Harborough  to 
Loughborough^  in  the  county  of  Leicefier,  in  cafe  the  faid 
truftees  think  fit  to  declare  their  acceptance  thereof,  by 
entering  the  fame  in  their  book  of  a6fs  and  orders,  relating 
to  the  turnpike-road,  to  wit,  to  throw  up,  prepare,  and 
make  ready  for  gravelling,  wdth  proper  outlets,  drains, 
ditches,  (lopes,  butments,  mounds,  elevations,  and  de- 
clenfions, ,  as  (hall  be  propofed  and  diredled  by  the  faid 
truftees,  their  agents,  or  furveyors,  the  three  thoufand 

yards 

*  The  feven  hundred  yards,  the  remaining  part  of  the  nine 
hundred  yards,  was  well  done  in  the  year  1736,  at  the  coft  of 
four  (hillings  and  (ix-pence  per  yard  forward,  by  means  of 
freeing  a  gravel-pit,  nearer  to  the  faid  road,  of  water  that  ob- 
ftrufted  the  getting  of  gravel  there  when  attempted  before, 
and  getting  the  carriage  of  the  gravel  on  more  reafonahle  con¬ 
ditions. 
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yards  of  the  turn  pi  Ice- road  (be  the  fame  more  or  lefs)  that 
lies  from  the  liberty  of  Smeeton  to  Coleharbour.  and  fo 
much  further  onwards  of  the  faid  road  Har borough^ 

as  the  faid  truftees,  by  their  agents  or  fiirveyors,  fhall 
require  or  diredf,  at  the  price  or  rate  of  eight  pence  per 
yard  forward  ;  the  furface  of  the  faid  road  to  be  twenty 
one  feet  diameter,  within  the  mounds,  at  the  leaf!  j  to  be 
paid  weekly  or  monthly  for  what  is  finiihed  to  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  faid  agents  or  furveyors. 

Witnefs  our  hands,  the  31ft  day  of  January,  1736, 

A.  B. 

.  C,  D.  &c. 

Explanation  of  the  Terms  ufed  in  the  Propofal. 

Outlets  are  little  forts  of  channels,  that  run  acrofs  the~ 
gravel  roads,  to  receive  the  water  that  defcends  from  the 
mounts  or  higher  parts,  and  carry  it  into  the  ditches  of 
each  fide  the  road. 

By  ditches^  and  fopes^  and  drains^  are  meant,  that  on 
each  fide  the  road  lhall  be  a  fufficient  ditch,  and  that  the 
Tides  of  the  faid  ditches  fhall  be  cut  doping,  like  the  letter 
V,  four  or  five  times  as  wide  at  the  top  as  at  the  bottom, 
a  foot  wide  there  being  enough  ;  and  that  the  bottom  of 
the  faid  ditches  be  made  with  a  drain,  or  current,  to  con¬ 
vey  the  water  away. 

By  hutments  are  meant  the  margins  or  edges  on  the  Tides 
of  the  road,  to  prevent  the  gravel  falling  into  the  ditches 
when  carriages  go  too  near  the  outfidesof  the  road  ;  which 
hutments  or  margins  ought  to  be  two  feet  thick  at  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  doped  off  at  the  top  fix  inches  on  each  fide. 

Mounds  or  mounts  are  the  crowns  or  highefl  part  of  each 
length  you  take  to  cover  at  a  time,  which  varieth  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  ground  naturally  lies,  or,  by  art,  you  make 
it :  if  your  ground  be  ai  fiat,  thirty  yards  from  your  lad: 
outlet,  or  little  channel  above-named,  is  fudicient  at  one 
working;  to  the  mount  or  head  of  the  work  :  but  if  you 
take  thirty-two  yards  up,  and  raife  the  ground  one  inch 
and  a  half  in  every  yard  up,  and  abate  fo  much  in  each 

'  l  yard 
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yard  down,  for  thirty-two  yards  to  the  next  outlet,  you 
will  have  a  current  of  four  feet. 


'  The  manner  and  method  how  to  perform  the  work 
above  mentioned  with  exaifnefs,  and  yet  as  eafy,  and 
with  the  fame  difpatch  as  level  work,  will  be  fliewed 
hereafter. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  ufelefs  to  mention,  how  the 
throwing  up  the  ground  came  to  fall  from  one  fhilling 
and  two-pence  yard  forward  (which,  according  to  what 
had  been  formerly  given,  was  thought' very  cheap)  to  eight- 
pence.  , 

My  firft  contrail  was  from  Glen  liberty  to  Klbworth^  at 
one  fhilling  per  yard  forward,  and  to  give  us  two  years 
time  to  pay  it  in  :  this  was  grumbled  at  very  much  by  the 
undertakers,  though,  at  tlie  fame  time,  I  thought  it  full 
wages  enough,  and  privately  kept  an  account,  how  many 
hands  w’ere  employed,  and  for  how  many  days  ;  by  which 
I  found  out  fo  much  of  the  fecret,  as  to  get  the  whole 
road,  from  Kibworth  to  Great  Bowden^  flung  up,  and  made 
fit  for  gravelling,  at  eight-pence  yard  forward. 

And,  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  way,  I  difcovered  ano¬ 
ther  fecret,  w^hich,  while  it  remained  fo,  was  as  profitable 
to  the  undertaker  as  the  lafl:  article  above  named  ;  which 
was  the  haring  the  ground^  as  they  call  it,  and  getting  the 
gravel  ;  for  which  we  have  paid  three- pence,  and  two-pence 
half-penny,  and  never  lefs  than  two-pence  per  load  ^  which 
I  found  out  might  be  done  for  a  half-penny  load,  or  a 
very  trifle  more  ;  and  in  feven  or  eight  thoufand  yards,  gra¬ 
velled  from  Kibworth  to  Bowden  Magna ^  which  ’took  up 
betwixt  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  loads  of  gravel,  the  get¬ 
ting  of  which  did  not  ftand  us,  diredfly  nor  indircdlly,  in 
a  half-penny  per  load  ;  by  which  article  alone  we  faved,  at 
leaf!:,  two  hundred  pounds. 

The  carriage  of  the  materials  being  the  grand  charge  in 
repairing  the  roads,  I  (ball  here  give  you  a  copy  of  one  of 
the  many  agreements  made  for  carriage^  viz.  We,  whofe 
names  are  isereunto  fubferibed,  inhabitants  of  Kibworth 

Beaucampe-^ 
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Beaucampey  in  the  county  of  Leicefier^  farmers,  do  hereby 
offer  and  propofe  to  the  truftees,  for  repairing  the  roads 
from  Market  Harborough  to  Loughborough^  in  the  county  of 
Leicejler^  if  they  think  fit  to  declare  their  acceptance  of 
the  fame,  by  entering  it  in  their  book  of  acts  and  orders, 
relating  to  the  faid  road,  to  hare  the  ground^  to 

digy  load^  and  carry ^  (on  notice  from  the  faid  truftees,  or 
their  agents)  fo  much  gravel  as  they  fhail  think  proper  to  be 
laid  on  the  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  yards  of  ground,  be 
the  fame  more  or  lefs,  thrown  up  and  made  fit  for  gravel¬ 
ling,  in  that  part  of  the  turnpike-road  betwixt  Kingjlhorpe 
bridge  and  the  brook  that  parts  the  liberties  of  the  two 
Kibworths^  at  the  price  of  one  fhilling  per  load  ;  twenty 
ftrikes  of  good  and  fufficient  gravel,  to  be  approved  of  by 
the  faid  truftees  or  their  agents,  to  each  and  every  load  : 
the  gravel  to  be  taken  from  the  gravel-pit  near  Kibworth 
church,  or  from  the  gravel-pit  in  Bell  Clofe^  belonging  to 
lady  Pickerings  in  the  liberty  of  Weji  Langton^  as  fhail  be 
adjudged  neareft  and  beft  for  the  faid  fervice  :  and  we  fur¬ 
ther  propofe  to  bare  the  ground,  to  dig,  load,  and  carry,  fo 
much  gravel,  from  the  pit  near  Kibworth  church,  as  fliall 
be  required  to  cover  the  road  from  the  bottom  of  Church  hill, 
or  the  rill  that  there  parts  the  liberties  of  the  two  Kib- 
worths,  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Hays  in  Upper  Kibworth,  be¬ 
ing,  in  length,  betwixt  five  and  fix  hundred  yards,  at  the 
price  of  five-pence  per  load,  twenty  ftrikes  to  the  load  ; 
provided  one  moiety  of  the  amount  of  all  the  faid  carriage 
be  paid  to  us  refpedlively,  according  to  our  refpe6tive 
earnings,  on  finifhing  the  faid  works ;  and  the  other 
moiety  of  the  faid  amount  (fix  days  duty-work  for 
one  team,  at  fix  fhillings  per  day,  being  firft:  deduced  from 
each  fubferiber)  to  be  paid  to  us  refpedively  in  two 
equal  payments :  the  firft  payment  to  be  made  on  or 
before  the  29th  day  of  September,  1740,  and  the  fecond 
payment  to  be  made 'on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  I74i‘ — Witnefs  our  hands,  ^c. 

Signed,  Robert  Hames,  three  teams, 

James  Mitchell,  fen.^  one  team, 

David 
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N.  B.  Bell  Clofe  was 
one  thoufand  two  hun¬ 
dred  yards  to  the  neareft ' 
part  of  the  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  yards, 
and  Kibworth  pit  was 
one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  yards  from  the 
neareft  part  of  the  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred 
yards  that  way. 


David  Cooper^  three  teams, 
Edward  Pywelly  three  teams, 
John  Cobley^  one  team, 

John  PFallisy  two  teams, 
William  Chap?7ian^  one  team, 
John  S  meet  on,  two  teams, 
William  Smeeton,  two  teams. 
Widow  Goodarle,  two  teams, 
James  Mi tchell,]\iTi.  o ne  t ea m , 
John  Goodman,  one  team, 

John  Foxton,  two  teams. 


The  way  by  which  we  afcertained  the  number  of  ftrikes, 
was,  by  meafuring  of  twenty  ftrikes  into  each  cart  at  its 
coming  to  the  gravel-pit ;  and  nailing  of  flats,  old  hoops, 
or  laths,  on  the  two  fides  and  fore  end  of  the  cart,  the 
height  the  twenty  ftrikes  filled  it ;  and  having  a  breech- 
board  behind,  to  prevent  lofs  in  carting  of  it  j  or  by  running 
a  little  groove  round,  or  by  cutting  a  notch  with  a  knife. 

The  way  we  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  miftakes  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  loads  by  each  perfon  carried  :  we  appointed  a  clerk 
at  every  pit  we  made  ufe  of ;  who,  in  a  paper  or  pocket  book, 
kept  a  daily  account  of  the  gravel  carried  from  the  pit,  after 
this  manner,  viz. 

Gravel  carried  from  BelUClofe  pit  to  the  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  yards  in  Nether  Kibworth  liberty. 


Mr.  Robert  Hames,  +  +  +  +  -h 

James  Mitchell,  jun.  -f  4*  +  + 
David  Cooper,  -J-  -j-  -p  -p 

Edward  Pywell,  +  +  +  + 

John  Colley,  -p  +  + 

The  26th  day  of  John  Wallis,  -P  -p 

April,  1727.  William  Chapman,  P  P  P 

'  John  Smeeton,  p  p 

William  Smeeton,  P  p  p 

Widow  Goodarle,  p 

James  Mitchell,  jun.  P  p 

John  Goodman,  p 

John  Foxton,  p  p 


AH 
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All  the  contra6is  made  for  carriage  were  like  that 
with  Kibworth  Beaucampe  as  to  the  general  form,  though 
differing  in  fome  particulars  ;  as  in  fome  places  they  allowed 
but  three  days  duty-work,  at  feven  (hillings  day,  to  be 
difcounted;  and  in  fome  again  fix  days  at  feven  (hillings 
day,  and  fome  fix  days  at  fix  (hillings  per  day  :  fome  were 
paid  all  off  in  one  year  :  fome  again  were  to  be  paid  a  third 
part  in  one  year,  a  third  part  in  two  years,  and  a  third  part  in 
three  years,  and  had  no  money  down  :  but  the  major  part 
of  our  contracts  run,  half  the  money  on  finifhing,  arid  the 
other  half  in  two  payments,  viz.  on  the  29th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1740,  and  on  the  29th  of  September,  1741,  by  reafon 
we  expected  the  income  of  our  tolls  would  more  eafily  pay 
them  by  thofe  gradual  payments  :  and  to  make  the  people 
eafy,  the  truftees  made  an  order,  that  fo  foon  as  the  treafu- 
rer  had  adjufted  and  fettled  accounts  for  the  faid  carriage, 
he  (hould  give  each  creditor  for  carriage,  a  note,  how 
much  was  due  from  the  truftees  to  him,  exprefting  the 
time,  or  times,  when  payable  ;  which  notes,  or  bills,  if  the 
proprietors  pleafed,  might  be  affigned,  or  turned  over,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  treafurer,  to  any  perfon  the  proprietor 
thought  fit,  and  an  entry  made  of  fuch  transfer  inJ;he  trea- 
furer’s  book  j  and  the  money  to  be  accordingly  paid  by  the^ 
treafurer  for  the  time  being. 

j 

The  Quantity  of  Gravel  ufed  on  our  Road  the  two  laft  Springs^ 
and  the  Prices  of  the  Carriage  and  Dijiances  from  the 
PitSy  to  the  neareji  Part  of  the  Road  to  be  covered ;  and 
then  add  Half  the  Length  of  that  Part  to  be  covered^  which 
makes  the  true  Letjgth  carried. 


Noi'  of 

No.  of  yards 

Prices  carried  at 

loaxis. 

carried. 

per  load. 

The '  amount. 

s.  d. 

*  /.  s*  d. 

800 

300 

3 

10  :  —  :  — 

500 

400 

—  :  4 

8  :  6  :  8 

1908 

500 

—  •  5 

39:15*  — 

3206 

900 

—  •  7 

93  :  6  :  8 

1666 

1000 

8 

55  — 

5021 


No.  of 
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No  of  yards  Prices  carried  at 

191 

loads. 

'  carried. 

per  load. 

X.  d. 

The  amount; 

/•  S9 

5021 

1100 

—  :  8 

188  :  9 

4 

1650 

1150 

—  •  9 

61  :  17 

6 

3500 

900(anddug) —  :  8 

•  116  :  13 

4  ' 

5415 

1300 

—  :  10 

225  :  13 

10 

16513 

1800 

I  :  — 

825  :  13 

— ^ 

4124 

2100 

I  :  3 

257  M5 

— 

1232 

2300 

I  :  6 

92  :  8 

— 

5590 

2700 

I  :  8 

465  :  17 

— — 

51119  loads  paid,  or  to  be  paid,  for  at  2440  :  15  :  4 

'  which,  on  an  average,  is  nine  pounds  in  the  whole  , 
lefs  than  eleven  pence  half-penny  per  load. 

2500  loads  were  carried  by  duty- work,  done  in  kind,  on 

- — -  other  parts  of  the  turnpike-road. 

53619  loads,  in  three  months  of  1736,  and  in  three 
months  of  1737. 

The  Produce  of  our  Toll-Gates  was^ 

1.  t.  d. 

For  the  year  ending  the  ad  of  May,  1735^  719  :  13  :  1 1 

For  the  year  ending  the  2d  of  May,  1736,  7S1  :  18  :  5 

For  the  year  ending  the  2d  of  May,  1737,  766  16:3 

Total  2267  :  18  :  7 

We  have  two  hundred  and  eighty  teams,  obliged  by  our 
a£l:,  for  repairing  our  road,  to  do  three  days  duty-work  on 
the  turnpike-road,  and  above  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
inhabitants  equally  obliged  to  do  the  fame  duty-work  ; 
which,  till  of  very  late  years,  was  of  very  fmall  account ; 
fome  towns  not  being  called  out  at  all,  in  the  hrfl  nino  years 
of  our  a6f,  to  do  duty -work  or  repair:  and  other  towns 
were  permitted  to  do  as  they  pleafed,  and  made  a  mere  jeft 
of  it  ;  but  fince  it  has  been  brought  into  order  and  method, 
it  is  ofvery  great  fervice,  and  worth  near  three  hundred  pounds 
^er  annum^  tow^ards  repairing  the  roads,  or  mending  thofc 
already  repaired,  that  frequently  want  it.  This  year,  by 
VoL.  II.  N^.  9.  ’  C  c  realon 
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reafon  of  double  duty  freely  offered,  to  encourage'  our 
mending  the  roads,  it  was  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  I 
have  mentioned  above. 

.  I  (iiall  now  give  a  fketch  of  the  management  of  the  faid 
duty -work,  and  then  go  wholly  on  the  fubje^l  of  the  Nor¬ 
thampton  road. 


B  I  R  S  T  A  L  L. 


1  Teams.  j  1737. 

1738. 

i739‘ 

1740. 

1741.)  1742. 

Nathaniel  Alfop 

_  »  _ 

- 

John  Hallum 

.... 

Thomas  TufHey 

_  -  _ 

John  Taylor,  ^c. 

_  -  - 

Labourers . 

1 

Hugh  Hill 

" ' 

t . 

/ 

Wil  iam  White 

••  •• 

4 

Gabriel  Sheppard 

-  ,  . 

John  Brown, 

-  ,  - 

Above  I  have  given  a  method  of  keeping  a  book,  with 
accounts  of  the  duty-work  performed,  or,  by  our  a(fl:  of  par¬ 
liament,  to^be  annually  performed  ;  and  in  order  to  make 
that  more  eafy  to  our  furveyor,  we  give  him  three  forts  of 
precepts,  to  fend  to  each  furveyor  of  the  refpe(^ive  pariilies, 
through  which  our  turnpike-road  doth  go, 

One, 


A  Plaa  of3e  Ro  ad  fro7n  Kortliainptoii 

to  Hiurborou^,  7viTh  att  Section, 

shcwiti^  the  Hills  and  Vhll^s  on  th(itIloo.d 


Harboron^ 


I 

I 

33 


Ki 


5^" 

>> 


WSdnhicryBsf^j  ^ 

to  {}?y£ntf'^  I 

75 


MkUwelV  \ 

zr, 


Co 


cawefv  nA 
JBsqf  r 

Srooh 


Xamport^^ 


Grtt^lr<ml  ^i^Souotiton 
ifie.  ®  Se^ 

La;ih^fuinvBai 


'  r  '''  (‘M' 


16 

StEdJshutvBwrl 

n 

ajai 


\  ■ 


76 


Briatwttr^ 


‘  7^ 

’EtOTipike'  1 

(^Fi^ord 

ej) 

dmahtmv 

68 


r 


looJettJu^hef: 
atdieJizverlliney 
t/ian  at  Ae  Welland 
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One,  to  require  a  lift  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  parifh, 
which  is  fent  as  foon  as  the  farveyors  of  the  roads,  in  each 
parifti  are  chofen,  of  which  we  kept  a  regifter  as  above. 
And  when  the  time  of  duty-work  comes  on,  vi%.  from 
St.  Mark  to  Midfummer ^  and  after  harveft  to  St.  Luke., 
the  other  precepts  are  fent  to  the  parifh  furveyors  as 
occafton  requires. 

The  ufual  way  has  been,  on  a  Sunday,  after  evening  fer- 
mon,  for  the  clerk  to  give  notice,  that  fuch  and  fuch  days 
the  inhabitants  were  to  appear  to  do  common  work,  or 
ftatute  work,  on  the  road:  to  prevent  that,  and  make 
the  duty-work  as  ferviceable  as  poftible,  we  take  no  more 
of  them  out  at  once  than  can  be  regularly  managed. 

I  « 

Northampton  Turnpike-Road, 

From  Harbor ovgh  Bridge  to  Lamport  Town’ s~ end, 

Meafureth  eight  miles,  and  five  furlongs,  or  15180  yards, 
Suppofe  one  mile  and  five  furlongs,  or  - —  2860  yards, 

be  taken  off,  as  needing  fmall  or  no  repairs,  — ■— — — — 

There  will  remain  12320  yards. 
Which  at  three  (hillings  and  fix- pence  a  yard,  the  leaft  it 
can  be  laid  at,  will  amount  to  the  fum  of  two  thoufandone 
hundred  and  fifty-fix  pounds. 

The  above  computation  is  made,  as  fuppofing  it  was  to  be 
done  at  the  prices  fo  much  work  and  materials  would  ftand 
us  in  here,  in  Leicejierjhire. 

But  for  fome  reafons  I  (hall  hereafter  give,  I  am  afraid  you 
cannot  do  it  under  four  fliillings  and  fix-pence  a  yard  for¬ 
ward,  which  will  enhance  the  expencc  fix  hundred  and  rut- 
teen  pounds.  But  I  ftiall  endeavour  to  lay  down  fome  me¬ 
thods,  which,  if  purfued,  may  probably  eafe  you  of  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  laft  fum  mentioned. 

The  decay  of  your  road  I  take  to  be  chiefly  owing  to, 
or  cccafioned  by,  firft,  its  fl.:tnefs,  and  in  many  places  being 
lower  than  the  ground  on  either  fide  of  the  roadj  fo  that 
having  no  current  to  carry  oft  the  water  that  falls  from  the 

C  c  2  hea- 
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heavens,  nor  any  ditches  to  prevent  the  water  coming 
from  each  fide  upon  it,  the  water  lodges  in  the  road,  and 
finking  in,  looftns  the  ftones  ;  and  heavy  carriages  prefling 
againft  them,  difplace  and  turn  them  up. 

Another  reafon  of  their  being  fo  very  bad  is,  the  want  of 
fome  hands  upon  the  road,  conftantly  to  have  attended 
them,  and  replace  the  ftones  that  ftiould  happen  to  be  turned 
up,  and  help  the  water  out  of  the  ruts  with  fcoops  or  fkip- 
pits :  four  men  in  winter,  and  two  in  fummer,  might  have 
made  your  roads  continue  as  good  as  at  firft,  much  longer, 
efpecially  with  beftowing  here  and  there  a  load  of  ftones, 
where  wanted,  in  time. 

Though  thefe  negledls  cannot  be  now  redeemed,  I  men- 
^tion  them,  becaufe,  let  the  road  be  ever  fo  well  repaired,  they 
will  be  wearing,  and  confequcntly  wanting  fome  fmall  matters 
to  be  done  to  them,  which,  if  negleded,  often  proves  of  ill 
confequence  to  the  roads. 

Another  occafion  of  your  roads  being  fo  much  worn  out, 
'is  their  narrownefs;  but  One  pafiage  for  carriages  muft  of 
necelTity  w’ear  out  much  fooner  than  a  double  paflage,  or 
road  :  befides,  the  Tingle  road  deprives  you  of  one  of  the 
"greateft  advantages  in  making  a  road  good,  and  keeping  it 
fo  when  made;  and  that  is,  a  ditch  on  each  fide,  to  dry  the 
road,  and  carry  oft  the  water. 

The  Method  propofed  for  amending  the  Road  from  IT  ak'QO- 
rough Lamport,  Wz. 

To  make  the  road,  where  it  is  now  but  eight  foot  wide, 
full  twenty  foot  wide,  where-ever  it  will  bear  it.  And  this 
is  to  be  done  by  adding  f  x  foot  on  each  fide  of  the  eight-foot 
road  that  now  is;  and  where  the  road  is  now  fo  near  a  ditch, 
on  either  fide  of  it,  as  not  to  allow  fx  foot,  or  part  thereof, 
to  be  added  to  your  now  road,  then  take  the  twelve  foot,  or 
what  is  wanted,  on  the  other  fide  that  will  allow  it:  and  in 
'  fuch  cafe  to  take  up  three  or  four  foot  of  the  ftone  work 
that  is  fo*near  the  ditch  above  named,  and  lay  that 
on  the  oppofire  fide  of  your  now  road,  which  will  keep 
your  ftony  road  ftill  eight  foot  broad;  and  as  near  as  can 
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be-continusd  to  the  middle  of  the  twenty-foot  road  intended 
to  be  made  5  not  only  becaufc  it  will  then  take  lefs  gravel 
or  ftone  to  raifeit  in  the  middle,  but  becaufe  it  will  make  it 
more  folid  and  ftrong  ;  for  notw  itbftanding  the  road  may 
then  be  called  a  double  road,  we  find  the  carriages  keep 
to  the  centre  or  middle  of  the  road,  unlefs  obliged  to  go  on 
either  fide,  to  make  way  when  two  carriages  meet  or  pafs 
each  other ;  and  becaufe  we  cannot  now  raife  any  mounts,  or 
elevations,  at  proper  diftances  to  give  the  water  a  current 
lengthways,  that  falls  on  the  road. 

It  is  propofed,  to  fave  that  vaft  charge  It  mufl:  be  to  raifs 
fuch  mounts,  and  prevent  the  burying  and  lofs  of  the  ftones 
to  lay  the  road  round,  that  is,  much  higher  in  the  middle 
(where  the  wear  will  chiefly  be)than  on  either  fide, and  to  throw 
the  water  to  the  edges,of  the  road,  and  make  outlets  or  cuts, 
at  proper  diftances,  for  the  water  to  fall  through  the  hutments, 
into  the  ditches  on  either  fide  the  road ;  and  becaufe  in  great 
rains  the  water  on  a  flat  road  will  ftand,  where  the  ruts  are  worn 
alittledeepifh,  it  will  bethebufinefs  of  the  men  above  (p.  194) 
fpoken  of,  that  attend  the  road,  to  draw  a  little  paftage  for 
the  water,  with  a  fpade  or  hoe,  to  drain  the  water  to  the  fides 
of  the  road,  that  it  may  pafs  through  the  fide  outlets  into  the 
ditches  on  each  fide  the  road.  We  have  no  lefs  than  twelve 
of  thofe  men  conftantly  employed  in  fuch  like  works,  in  our 
twenty  miles ;  except  that  fometimes  in  fummer  we  take 
them  ofF,  and  otherways  employ  them  j  and  in  froft  they 
ftand  idle,  and  have  no  pay  from  us. 

1  proceed  to  give  account,  at  what  rates  I  computed  the 
coft  of  your  road,  in  p.  193. 

The  gravel  itfelf  (unlefs  lady  Pickering  infifts  on  a  fmall 
matter  for  damage  done  to  fome  of  her  tenants  in  carting 
over  their  grounds)  cofts  us  nothing.  As  for  the  digging  of 
the  gravel,  ever  fince  I  have  been  concerned,  three  parts  in 
four  of  the  vaft  quantity  ufed  on  our  road,  the  perfons  that 
carried  it  dug  it  themfelves,  or  got  fomebody  to  dig  it  for 
them  ;  we  paid  nothing  more  than  what  is  under  the  name 
of  carriage;  and  for  the  fourth  part,  that  we  were  forced  to 

get 
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get  ourfelves,  I  cannot  compute  it  ftandsus  in  above  a  half¬ 
penny  a  load  getting  out  of  pocket :  indeed,  we  made  ufe  of 
fome  of  our  duty-men,  and  mixed  them  with  our  labourers 
that  underftood  the  work,  and  would  hold  them  to  it. 

In  my  calculation  in  page  193. 1  reckoned  that  three  loads 
of  gravel,  or  ftone,  will  at  leaft  be  wanted  to  every  yard  for¬ 
ward,  one  part  with  another,  of  the  twelve  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  twenty  yards  of  your  road  above  named. 

Now  you  are  to  pay  four-pence  load  getting  of  that 
gravel :  it  will  be,  at  three  loads  to  a  yard,  twelve  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  twenty  {hillings,  or  fix  hundred  and  fix- 
teen  pounds,  above  my  computation ;  and  if  it  was  to  be 
done  all  with  ftone  at  fix-pence  a  load  getting,  and  fix- 
pence  ground,  it  would  exceed  my  computation  one  thou¬ 
fand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  pounds  ;  the  ftone  at 
Brixworth  half  the  charge,  nine  hundred  and  twenty,  four 
pounds;  your  carriage,  at  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  and 
four  {hillings  and  five  (hillings  per  load,  on  an  average, 
comes  to  three  (hillings  and  ten-pence  load. 

In  my  computation  I  charge  the  carriage,  on  an  average, 
but  at  twelve-pence  per  load:  the  difference  in  three  loads  to 
a  yard  is  above  double  the  money  I  compute  the  whole  coft 
to  be  :  I  (hall  therefore  endeavour  to  fupport  the  calculation 
I  have  made,  or  at  leaft  within  the  fix  hundred  and  fixteen 
pounds  doubted  of  in  p.  I93, 

For  example,  from  Harhorough  to  Oxendon  church,  is  two 
miles,  one  furlong,  and  nineteen  perches  :  I  drop  the  furlong 
and  the  nineteen  perches  at  prefenr,  and  call  it  two  miles,  or 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty  yards;  and  fuppofing 
a  gravel-pit  at  Bowden^  and  that  it  will  fupply  gravel  to  cover 
half  the  way  to.  Oxendon  church,  being  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  (ixty  yards;  three  loads  to  a  yard,  gives 
five  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty  loads.  Now  it  is  only 
the  three  laft  loads  that  are  carried  a  mile,  and  the  three 
fifft  loads  neareft  to  Bowden  but  a  yard  on  the  road  ;  there¬ 
fore  the  gravel  laid  on  that  mile  is  but  half  a  mile,  or  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  yards,  carried  on  an  average,  which  in 
p.  188  we  had  carried  at  eight-pence^  the  load  the  moft. 
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It  isexa6lly  the  fame  from  Oxendon  graveKpit,  to  meet  in 
the  middle  of  the  two  miles  betwixt  Oxendon  and  Bowden 
only  from  Oxendon  pit  there  is  a  little  more  carriage  before 
you  get  to  the  road  ;  but  that  is  made  out  to  them  that  carry 
it,  being  great  part  of  it  down  hill. 

Now  fuppofe  one  yard  throwing  up  coft 
And  three  loads  of  gravel  coft  one  penny 

pr  load  getting  —  — 

And  three  loads  coil  eight  pence  a  load 

carriage  —  —  — 
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Which  comes  to  two  (hillings  and  nine-pence  a  yard  for¬ 
ward.  But  in  many  parts  of  the  road,  the  gravel-pits  are  not 
fo  near  together  as  thefe  of  Bowden  and  Oxendon^  and  v/ill 
make  the  carriage  come  to  more  than  it  will  betwixt  the 
places  laft  mentioned  :  and  befides,  fome  parts  of  the  road 
will  require  three  loads  and  a  half,  perhaps  four  loads,  of  gra¬ 
vel  to  a  yard  forward;  which  made  me,  in  page  i93>to  com¬ 
pute  the  charge  at  three  (hillings  and  fix-pence />^r  yard  for¬ 
ward  ;  and  1  wifh  that  may  do  :  the  people  on  your  fide  having 
been  ufed  fo  generoufly,  it  will  be  a  hard  matter  to  bring, 
them  to  common  wages. 

For  men  that  have  had  four-pence  per  load  for  get¬ 
ting  of  gravel,  to  come  down  to  one  penny  per  load, 
which  I  think  it  may  and  will  be  done  for,  to  the  hire,  in 
cafe  you  can  have  no  duty-work  done,  to  bring  it  yet  cheap¬ 
er,  what  your  road,  eight  foot  wide,  coft  per  yard  for¬ 
ward  to  prepare  and  make  it  ready  to  be  covered  with  ffone 
or  gravel,  does  not  appear  to  me  ;  but  I  am  morally  cer¬ 
tain,  I  can  recommend  fome  perfons  to  you  that  will  un¬ 
dertake  to  put  the  eight  foot  of  your  road,  that  now  is,  into 
good  order,  to  be  new  covered  with  gravel,  or  chiflelly 
(lone,  and  add  twelve  foot  more  to  the  breadth  of  it,  as  in  p. 
194,  (excepting  only  the  'elevations,  which  cannot  now 

be 


/.  s.  d, 

006 
J  °  O  3 

I  o  2  O 


igS  MUSEUM  R  U  S  T  I  C  U  M 
be  made,  as  might  have  been  at  firli)  at  the  rate  of  fix- 
pence  per  yard  forward,  as  I  have  charged  it  in  p.  193. 

As  for  ftone,  which  in  fome  parts  of  your  roari,  where 
gravel  is  not  to  be  had,  unlefs  at  too  great  a  diftance  for 
carriage,  I  think  it  may  be  got,  inftead  of  fix  pence  or 
three-pence  per  load  getting,  for  one  penny  a  load,  and  a 
great  deal,  as  I  fhallfhew  by  and  by,  for  gathering  up ;  but 
the  price  for  the  ground,  of  fix- pence  or  three- pence />(?r 
load  for  the  {lone  got,  is  very  extraordinary,  and  enough  to 
make  the  repairing  of  the  roads  impradficable,  and  brings 
in  fo  exorbitant  a  price  for  the  value  of  land  damaged,  that 
gentlemen  may  wifh  their  land  was  all  of  that  fort. 

There  are  few  {lone- pits  that  are  lefs  than  nine  foot  deep, 
a  yardfquare  at  top,  and  three  yards  long,  but  will  produce 
at  leafl  three  loads  of  (tone,  v/hich,  at  fix-pence  load, 
is  one  fiiilling  and  fix- pence.  One  acre  of  land  contains 
four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  fquare  yards,  which, 
at  eighteen- pence  a  yard,  comes  to  three  hundred  and  fixty- 
three  pounds ;  and  at  three-pence  per  load,  the  lead'  price 
named,  to  a  hundred  and  eighty-one  pounds  ten  {hillings ; 
and  perhaps  at  the  fame  time  that  land  is  not  worth  ten 
{hillings  per  acre. 

Now,  if  people  are  fo  ungenerous  as  to  take  advantages 
in  fuch  public  matters,  intended  for  the  general  good,  they 
fhould  take  no  more  than  their  real  damage  comes  to, 
which,  ad  valorem  of  the  land,  will  not  exceed  one  farthing 
per  load  of  {lone  ;  which  would  raife  fifteen  pounds  two 
{hillings  and  fix-pence  for  an  acre,  or  proportionable  for 
more  or  defs. 

Your  truftees  have,  undoubtedly,  a  power  to  order  your 
furveyors  to  take  materials  wherever  they  can  find  them, 
(excepting  where  the  laws  have  made  exceptions)  paying 
for  the  damages  done,  of  which  your  juflices  of  the  peace 
for  your  county  are  the  judges,  who  furely  will  never  fufl'er 
mercenary  people  to  exa£l:  twenty-four  times  as  much  as 
they  ought  to  have,  which  fix-pence  p$r  load  comes  to  ; 
or  twelve  times  as  much  as  tfiey  ought  to  have,  which  three- 
peiice  a  load  comes  to. 
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There  is  in  moft  gravel-pits,  efpecially  thofe  of  many 
years  ftanding,  a  vaft  deal  of  fmall  chiflelly  fton’e,  or  rub- 
bifh  of  ftone,  of  no  manner  of  ufe,  except  to  mend  the  roads 
with.  There  is  an  adl  of  parliament,  I  think,  the  third 
or  fourth  of  William  and  Mary,  which  faith,  The  fur- 
veyors  of  roads  may  take  ftones  and  rubbilb,  already  dug, 
out  of  any  quarry,  without  leave  of  the  owner  j  but  they 
cannot  dig  without  leave. 

SuchYmall  ftones,  or  rubbifh  of  ftones,  would  be  of  ex¬ 
cellent  ufe  to  level  and  fmooth  your .  rough  ftony  road 
withal  i  and  where  the  ftone  in  thofe  pits  is  of  a  hard 
nature,  the  rubbifh,  or  fmall  parts  of  them,  is  preferable  to 
ftones  of  a  larger  fize,  becaufe  it  will  make  the  road 
fmoother,  and  will  bed,  or  clofe  together,  and  laft  as  long 
as  gravel ;  for  neither  of  them  will  endure  very  long,  unlefs 
carefully  looked  after,  by  pecking  in  the  ruts  where  the 
wheels  begin  to  cut  in,  and  letting  out  the  water,  as  is 
above  mentioned  in  p.  195. 

The  example  in  p.  196,  for  reducing  the  price  of  carriage  to 
reafon,  I  hope,  isfufficient;  for  by  the  fame  method  it  will  be 
cafy  to  fettle  the  rate  of  carriage  in  any  other  part  of  the 
road ;  and  had  I  a  longer  time  to  think  of  this  affair,  I  would 
have  parcelled  out  for  you  all  the  road  from  Harhorongh  to 
Lamport^  but  that  may  be  done  hereafter.  I  believe,  if  you 
have  not  teams  enough  about  you,  or  they  are  not  willing 
to  carry  at,  or  about,  the  wages  I  have  fet,  I  could  fend 
fome  teams  from  this  fide  the  country,  who,  for  the  fake 
of  ready  money,  will  comply  with  it. 

The  table  of  rates  for  carriage,  proportioned  to  the 
diftances  carried,  is  right  as  to  what  was  paid,  or  agreed  to 
be  paid ;  but  it  had  been  better  for  them  that  did  carry  it,  to 
have  abated  one  penny  a  load  in  the  carriage,  and  bad  their 
money  down,  than  truft  two  years  for  it,  as  in  p.  1H8  :  but 
that  we  could  not  do,  being  in  debt  confiderably  before  we 
went  about  repairing  the  road  from  Glen  to  Great  Bowden ; 
on  which  occafion  we  borrowed  fifteen  hundred  pounds  ; 
but  the  charge  amounting  to  three  thoufand  at  leaft,  we 
were  obliged  to  make  the  agreement  for  time,  as  is  above 
VoL.  II.  9.  D  d  recited. 
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reci^ed,  or  not  carry  on  the  repairs  the  length  we  have 
done  ;  which  argument  made  fo  great  an  impreffion  on  the 
farmers,  (their  fields 'being  all  open,  and  torn  to  pieces 
with  carriages,  the  roads  not  being  pafTable)  that  they 
readily  came  into  whatever  I  advifed  them  to  ofFer  to  the 
truftees,  as  likelieft  to  prevail  with  them  to  order  the 
roads  to  be  repaired  any  further,  at  a  time,  than  the  income 
of  the  tolls,  and  duty- work,  w'ould  permit ;  for  of  that  way 
of  thinking  were  many  of  our  truftees,  till  they  faw  the 
generous  and  free  offers  of  the  farmers  to  do  fix  days  duty- 
work  inftead  of  three,  and  to  difeount  it  off  their  earnings, 
after  the  rate  of  fix  or  feven  fhillings  per  day,  and  to  give 
credit,  fo  as  to  make  repairing  the  roads  feafible. 

But  as  the  fields  adjoining  to  the  roads  propofed  to  be 
repaired  betwixt  Harhorongh  and  Lamport^  are  not  fo  liable- 
to  damages  as  ours  were,  the  greater  part  of  them  being 
inclofure;  nothing  more  is  to  be  expedfed  from  your  farmers 
than  what  you  atftually  pay  for;  and  it  is  well  if  they  will 
do  that  On  reafonable  terms. 

As  to  ftatute-work,  ^or  duty-work^  as  we  call  it,  if  I 
am  rightly  inforn;ed,  nothing  of  that  "nature  has  been  per¬ 
formed  on  your  road  ;  whether  it  has  been  defignedly  over¬ 
looked,  or  taken  for  granted  that  the  aif  for  repairing 
your  road  does  not  require  or  intend  it,  though  I  think 
the  claufe  in  your  acf  is  expreftive  both  of  the  duty- work 
in  general,  and  of  particular  perfons  v/ho  were  obliged  to 
repair  any  particular  places  of  the  faid  road,  v.?hich  by 
ufage,  cuftom,  or  orherways,  they  were  obliged  to  repair. 
But  becaufe  the  inhabitants,  and  perfons  keeping  teams, 
and  occupying  fifty  pounds  per  atinum^  (which  by  the 
ftatute  of  the  feventh  and  eighth  of  William  III.  is  deemed 
a  plow  land)  might  aliedge  they  had  done  fix  days  duty- 
work  already  on  one  part  or  other  of  the  roads  in  their 
refpe^live  parifbes,  to  prevent  fuch  like  evafions,  a  claufe 
was  added  in  our  a£l:,  immediately  fucceeding  the  claufe 
above  cited  in  your  a6l,  appointing  that  three  days,  of  the 
fix  days  duty- work  enjoined  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdorti 
to  be  performed  on  the  roads,  ftiould  annually  be  performed 
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en  the  road  intended  to  be  repaired  by  our  a6i:,  under  the 
fame  penalties  4nfli6^:ed  by  the  laws  for  repairing  the  roads  in 
general  (for  default  or  non-performance)  ;  and  we  ftridfly 
hold  them  to  it,  purfuing  the  flatutcs  of  the  fecond  and 
third  of  Philip  and  Mary,  chap.  8.  fecft.  6.  the  ftatute  of 
the  I  eighteenth  of  Elizabeth,  chap.  lo.  and  the  ffatute 
of  the  feventh’^iand  eighth  of  William  Hi.  chap  29. 
fedif.  57. 

And  if  any  perfon  lives  at  ever  To  great  a  didance  from 
his  tenure,  and  keeps  no  team,  but  grazeth,  or  otherways 
occupies  fifty  pounds  per  annu?n^  we  make  him  either  hire 
•a  team,  or  pay  us  fix  flaillings  a  day  for  the  three  days,  to 
be  applied  towards  repairing  the  road  in  the  parifh  through 
which  our  road  doth  lie  :  and  we  have,  in  Lelcejier^  men 
wlio  occupy  fifty  pounds  per  annum  at  Belgrave^  fifty 
pounds  annum  in  our  parifh  of  St,  Margaret,^  and  fifty 
•pounds  in  our  parifh  of  St.  Mary.^  whom  we  oblige  to  do 
three  days  duty-work  with  a  team  for  each  and  every  of 
them  annually,  or  pay  as  above,  (our  road  lying  through 
all  the  faid  pariflies)  and  all  little  enough,  notwithftanding 
the  income  of  cur  toll,  to  pay  our  debts,  interefl  money, 
■and  keep  the  road,  when  repaired,  in  good  order. 

You  have  feen,  p.  191,  the  account  which  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  duty- work  turns  to. 

The  income  of  your  toil  being  fo  very  finall,  it  is  to  be 
-wondered  at,  that  the  duty-work,  which  would  have 
ftruck  a  fair  ftroke  in  keeping  your  roads  up  in  repair  after 
you  had  amended  them,  fhould  be  negledfed,  or  over¬ 
looked  ;  and  notwithftanding  you  have  none  of  that  necef- 
fary  claufe  mentioned  in  our  particularly  to  afeerfain 
the  number  of  days  they  fhould  work  on  your  turnpike- 
road,  as  is  above  named  to  be  in  our  a(Sf,  yet,  with  fub- 
mifiion,  I  do  humbly  fuppofe  it  in  the  power  of  the  juftices  ‘ 
of  the  peace  for  your  county,  at  a  quarter  feffion,  to  ap¬ 
point  how  many  of  the  fix  days  ffatute- work  fliall  be  done 
on  your  turnpike-road  by  each  parifh,  or  liberty,  through 
which  the  faid  road  does  go. 

D  d  2 
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Another  obfervation  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  occafioncd 
by  refle<5ting  on  the  fmallnefs  of  the  income  of  your  toll, 
is,  that,  with  humble  fubmillion,  I  think  there  is  not  fo 
mitch  raifed  by  it  as  might  legally  be  raifed  by  adding  an-  ' 
other  toll-gate  near  to  Harhorough  ;  for  if  it  is  confidered 
how  may  towns  on  the  eaft  and  on  the  weft  of  your  road, 
that  have  no  occafion  to  come  to  Pisford  turnpike,  yet 
enjoy  the  road  repaired  by  you,  and  pay  nothing  at  all ; 
but  they,  and  all  other  roads  that  centre  at  Harhorough^ 
might  all  be  taken  in  there,  as  in  a  net. 

,  lam  fenfible  fome  objections  may  be  made  to  this,  as 
the  hardftiip  it  will  be  to  fome  few  towns  that  lie  very  near 
to  Harhorough^  and  to  the  people  that  travel  betwixt  Thrap^ 
Jion^  Ketterings  Rowell^  and  Artbingworths  that  will 
bat  juft  crofs  your  road  to  travel  a  very  fmall  way  in  it, 
efpecially  Harhorouoh  and  Bowden. 

If  the  objeClors  can  name  me  any  turnpike  that  is  not 
fomewhere  or  other  hard  to  one  place  or  other  on  it,  as  it 
would  to  any  of  the  towns  above,  I  (hall  be  obliged  to  them 
for  the  information. 

I  think  it  morally  impoffible  wholly  to  prevent  fuch 
hardftiips,  and  raife  any  -  tolerable  fums  of  money  to  repair 
the  roads  with  ;  and  if  it  cannot  be  done,  for  favouring: 
this  and  the  other  particular  town  or  place,  I  cannot  fee 
how  the  roads  can  be  repaired  at  all. 

I  have  not  yet  taken  the  account  of  what  Pisford  turn¬ 
pike  is  now  in  debt ;  but  I  imagine  it  to  be  near  as  much 
as  the  turnpike  can  fpare  money  (doing  fome  fmall  matters 
at  the  road)  within  the  five  years  to  come  in  the  a<ft, 

'  which,  if  renewed,  will  be  a  fufficient  fecurity  for  thofe 
gentlemen,  that  have  money,  to  lend  a  couple  of  thoufand 
■pounds  5  lefs  than  which  I  fear  will  not  repair  the  part  of 
your  road  I  have  mentioned,  fo  good  as  you  would  have 
itc 
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ThcRoadfrQml{AVi'BOKO\3Gn  Bridge  ^d^NoRTH ampton^, 

meafured  by  Mr,  Eyre. 


[  See  the  plate,  ] 

M.  F.  P. 

From  the  faid  bridge  to  Oxendon  church  2  i  18 
P'rom  Oxendon  church  to  Oxendon  bridge  030 
From  thence  to  the  bridge  of  one  arch  in 

the  lane  —  — -  —  —  i  6  14 

From  thence  to  the  crofs  road  to  Arthing- 
■  worth  —  —  —  — ’  o  3  13 

From  the  faid  crofs  road  to  Kelmarfh  inn  028 
From  thence  to  the  end  of  Maidwell  lane  o  4  34 

From  thence  to  Maidwell  windmill  —  o  2  30 

From  thence  to  the  trees  atL.  RulTel’sgate  o  6  39 

From  thence  to  Maidwell  bridge  —  i  O  5 

From  Maidwell  bridge  to  Lamport  town’s- 

end  —  —  —  —  o  6  10 

P'rorh  thence  to  a  tumulus,  or  barrow,  near 
Brixworth  •—  —  i  5  18 

From  thence  to  Brixworth  —  —  o  4  19 

From  Brixworth  to  the  toll-gate  at  Pisford 
bridge  —  —  —  —  r  3  5 

From  the  toll-gate  to  Buckton  bridge  —  i  i  32 
From  thence  to  the  White  Horfe  in  Kins^f- 


y  ards, 

3839 

660 


2537 

732 

484 

1067 

627 

1539 

1787 

»37S 

2969 

985 

2447. 

2156 


thorpe  —  —  —  —  2  I  3^  3916 

p'lom  thence  to  the  George-inn  in  North¬ 
ampton  —  I  5  8  2904 

17  3  5  30024 


In  thg  liberty  of  Bowden  are  two  gravel-pits,  on  eaciv 
hand  the  road. 

One  on  the  top  of  Oxendon  hill. 

Northweft  of  the  church,  a  gravel-pit. 

On  the  -nt)rth  end  of  Kelmarjh  lane,  a  good  gravel* 
pit. 

A  good  gravel-pit  in  Kelmarjh  lane,  near  the  turn  to  Mr. 
Hanbiiry  ^  houfe. 


Several 
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Several  ftone^pits  on  each  hand  the  road  in  the  liberty 
of  MaidwelL  ^ 

Several  gravel- pits  about  Lamport y  and  towards  Brix^ 
worthy  and  ftone-pitsi 

In  page  196,  I  dfopt  one  furlong  and  nineteen  perches, 
or  three  hundred  and  twentyrfive  yaids  in  meafure,  of  the 
{vom  Har borough  hi\6gQ  io  Oxendon  Qh^ixchy  not  only 
to  make  the  computation  more  ready  and  eafy,  but  becaufe 
from  the  rill  againil  Bowderiy  to  Harborough  bridge,  is 
fo  near  to  the  gravel-pit  there,  that  the  carriage  will  hardly 
be  worth  a  third  of  the  value  of  the  other,  and,  in  cafe  of 
duty-work,  may  perhaps  be  well  near  done  by  the  Bowden, 
teams. 

E'rom  Harhoroughhx\6gty  from  the  hand  that  points  towards 
Thrapjioriy  the  ground  is  naturally  defeending,  and  fit  for 
gravelling  with  fmall  trouble;  and  to  the  fouth  of  the  faid 
hand  orpoft,  for  a  good  way  lieth  very  well ;  but  afterwards 
tillyou  come  to  the  rill  it  lyeth  very  flat  and  hollow,  and 
the  ground  on  the  wefl;  fide  of  the  road,  for  the  greater 
part  of  it,  higher  than  the  road  can  be  made  ;  fo  that  it  will 
require  an  arch  about  the  middle  to  convey  the  water  that 
comes  into  the  ditch,  on  the  wefl  fide  the  road,  under  the 
road  to  the  ditch  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  road,  and  fo  to  the 
rill,  either  diredtly,  or  by  a  cut  purpofely  made  for  ft. 

An  arch  fliould  be  two  foot  longer  at  each  end  than 
the  road  is  wide,  to  prevent  falling  in  of  the  gravel  to  flop 
the  current:  the  width  of  the  arch,  from  wall  to  wall  with¬ 
in,  is  to  be  governed  by  the  quantity  of  water  that  is  likely 
to  run  through  it ;  but  by  reafon  it  will  fometimes  want  to  be 
cleanfed,  and  a  perfon  muft  then  go  into  it,  about  two  foot 
clear  from  wall  to  wall,  or  two  or  three  inches  under  or  over, 
will  do  ;  but  if  it  is  two  foot  and  a  half  wide,  it  will  not  eii- 
creafe  the  expence  any  thing  worth  naming. 

The  wall  ought  to  be  a  brick's  length  and  a  half,  or  fifteen 
inches,  thick;  and  the  foundation  a  foot  within  the  ground 
below  the  furface  of  the  current ;  and  the  wall  in  height 
two  foot  and  a  half,  to  three  foot  high,  above  the  furface  of 
the  current,  in  the  fettingon  the  center,  which  (hould  be  af- 
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ter  the  femicircular  manner,  to  throw  the  weight  perpendi- 
lar  on  the  walls. 

if  there  are  not  ftrong  natural  biitments  to  fupport  and  keep 
up  the  walls,  fuch  muft  be  made  by  art,  with  ftones,  or  brick¬ 
bats,  laid  in  coarle  mortar  ;  the  centre  to  be  covered  with 
double  or  two  rows  of  bticks  let  all  edge-ways,  thejoints  of 
the  firft  to  be  covered  with  the  fecond  courfe  :  and  as  thefe 
arches  or  little  bridges  muft  be  well  covered  with  good 
ftrong  gravel,  the  depth  of  twelve  inches  at  the  leaft,  there 
muft  be  fide  walls  or  battlements  made  with  bricks  fet  edge¬ 
ways  to  keep  the  gravel  up  :  about  three  courfe^  from  the 
brick-work  of  the  arch  may  be  fufticient.  The  middle  of  the 
arch  thus  made  will  appear  in  fight,  like  one  of  the  mounds 
we  make  in  the  road,  to  give  a  current  to  the  water  that 
falls  thereon,  and  muft  rife  and  decline  in  like  manner  for 
fome  diftance  on 'the  road  on  each  fide  it,  which  will  be  a 
great  ftrengthening  to  the  arch.  The  expence  or  charge  of 
fuch  arches  differs  a  little,  according  to  the  prices  of  bricks, 
lime,  carriage, 

The  greateft  expence  of  any  one  lately  made  by  us  has 
not  exceeded  five  pounds ;  and  the  laft  we  made,  the  whole 
charge  of  materials,  carriage  and  workmanfhip,  did  not  reach 
four  pounds,  and  is,  I  think,  the  beft  we  have  made. 

We  have  experienced  the  benefit  of  fcreening  the  gravel, 
when  it  has  abounded  too  much  with  fand,  earth,  or  clayifh 
particles  ;  which,  taken  as  it  came  together,  rather  made  our 
roads  worfe  than  better,  but  when  feparated,  and  ufing  the 
groffer  part  only,  has  made  the  roads  incomparably  goodj 
and  if  the  rubbifh  or  chi/Telly  ftufF  in  your  ftone-pits,  which 
are  of  no  value  at  all  to  the  proprietors,  and  of  which,  no 
doubt,  there  are  thoufands  of  loads  to  be  colledfed,  was  ferved 
fo,  it  would  be  preferable  to  the  larger  ftone,  and  to  any  gra¬ 
vel  whatever,  for  repairing  the  road,  and  would  bed  between, 
and  fill  up  the  fpaces,  that  now  are  in  your  rough  ftony 
road,  and  make  them  fmoothand  eafy  at  the  top. 

We  make  our  fcreens  fix  foot  long,  and  the  width  of  a 
common  lathes  length,  and  make  ufe  of  theftraiteft  and  beft 
©f  the  laths,  which  are  nailed  at  each  end,  and  in  the  mid¬ 
dle. 
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dlC)  to  a  fort  of  frame,  to  keep  the  laths  ata  regular  diftancc, 
of  about  one  inch^  one  from  another :  the  wood  that  the 
laths  are  nailed  to  is  about  two  inches  over,  and  three  deep. 
There  needs  no  defcription;  for,  no  doubt,  you  make  ufe  of 
fuch  for  the  gravel  in  your  own  garden,  only  of  a  more 
coftly  make  or  fort,  1  had  ours  ready  made  for  five  {hil¬ 
lings  a  fcreen. 

The  method  propofed  for  amending  your  roads,  in  pages 
194,  195,  196,  and  relating  chiefly  to  fuch  parts  of  the 
road  as  have  been  already  repaired  by  you,  and  where  we 
cannot  do  otherways  without  too  great  an  expence  to  you, 
and  throwing  away  the  firft  coft,  (otherwife  the  road  from 
Harhorou^h  bridge  to  the  bottom  oi  Oxendon  hill  might  be 
made  ftrait,  dffr.)  and  pn  further  mature  confideration  of 
what  is  laid  down  in  the  pages  above  named,  will,  if  purfued, 
make  your  roads  Very  good  to  Lamport ;  and  for  the  reft  of 
it,  I  fhould  ftrongly  recommend  the  modern  way  of  repair¬ 
ing,  as  in  pages  185,  186,  for  notwithftanding  you  have  a 
few  flats  in  that  road,  (which  may  be  helped  a  little)  the 
far  greateft  part  of  it  lieth  naturally  fo  well,  having  eafy 
afcents  and  declivities,  excepting  one  hill  or  two  a  little 
(harp,  that  a  man  can  hardly  meet  with  a  road  mpre  favour¬ 
able  to  be  repaired. 

But  I  am  apt  to  think  you  will  not  come  to  any  refolu- 
lution  in  the  aflTair  before  you  fee  what  fuccefs  you  fhall 
have  in  renewing  your  a£l: ;  which  will  take  up  fome  time^ 
and,  I  hope,  give  me  an  opportunity  to  view  and  examine 
your  roads  myfelf,  which  I  very  much  defire,  before  I  give 
you  my  further  obfervations  and  opinion  thereon,  and  of 
every  particular  part  of  it,  as  I  intended  to  do 

*  The  remaining  part  of  this  piece  fliall  be  inferted  in  one  of 
owr  future  monthly  pieces,  wEich  gives  an  account  how  the  pri¬ 
ces  have  been  fince  reduced,  and  what  improvements  have  been 
added  flnee  this  firft  account  was  made. 
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NUMBER  LXIII. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  defcribing  a  Method  of  making 
‘  Honey  JVine, 

Gentlemen, 

I  Was  much  pleafed  with  the  fubjeiSl  of  a  letter  in  your  laft 
Number,  figned  A  Rujiicated  Student^  as  it  may  induce 
fome  others  of  your  correfpondents,  as  it  has  me,  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  public,  through  your  means,  improvements 
in  making  Engh'ih  wines ;  which  are  fo  very  ufeful,  and, 
in  fome  families,  fo  conducive  to  health  and  private  cecono- 
my.  My  intention  at  prefent  is  to  propofe  a  method  of 
making  honey-wine,  a  liquor  very  different  from  that  rich 
cordial  known  by  the  name  of  mead.  From  the  limpli- 
city  and  eafe  of  this  method  I  was  induced,  the  laft  and 
prefent  year,  to  make  trial  of  it,  but,  indeed,  have  had 
fo  little  experience  of  the  effeef,  as  to  be  rather  doubtful, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  very  defirous  of  procuring  the 
^opinions  of  thofe  who 'may  themfelves  have  had  experience 
of  it,  or  who,  perhaps,  may  have  any  rational  objedion 
to  it,  which  I  flatter  myfelf  I  ihall  receive  from  fome  of 
your  numerous  correfpondents.  The  method  is  no  more  than 
this.  -  '  . 

Throw  cold  vvater  upon  horrey,  in  the  proportion  of  a 
quart  of  water  to  a  pound  of  honey :  in  the  courfe  of  two 
or  three  weeks,  and  with  a  little  ftirring,  the  honey  will 
diffolve,  and  a  fermentation  will  come  on,  without  the 
help  of  yeff,  which  impregnates'  the  Vvine  with  a  difagreea- 
ble  beery  flavour  :  then  put  it  up, '  and  at  a  proper  time 
flop  it  clofe.  This  is  the  whole  procefs  with  me.  I  can 
as  yet  only  fay  in  favour  ‘  of  my  wine,  that  now,  at  the 
end  of  one  year,  it  carries  fo  little  the  tafle  of  honey,  as 
agreeably  to  deceive  thofe  who  have  dr^nk  of  it'*. 

The 

*  We  fhould  be  glad  if  this  correfpondent  would,  in  future, 
inform  us  how  his  wine  Hands' the  fummer’s  heat.  E. 
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The  trouble,  expence,  and  wafte  of  boiling  the  liquor, 
are  thus  faved.  But  the  query  is,  whether  honey  and 
water  re«[uire  boiling,  as  is  commonly  imagined,  any  more 
than  raifins,  currants,  and  many  other  fruits,  which  are 
often  made  into  wine. 

Weftminfler,  An  Occasional  Correspondent. 
May,  14,  1764. 


NUMBER  LXIV. 

A  Letter  from  a  very  conjtderable  North- American  Planter ^ 
to  the  Editors,  refpedfing  the  great  Benefit  ofi  Salt  to  Cattle, 

.  with  the  Method  ofi  ufiing  it. 

Gentlemen, 

I  Do  not  find  that  the  farmers  in  England  know  the 
great  advantages  which  may  be  derived  from  the  ufe 
of  fait  in  the  bufinefs  of  fattening  cattle  ;  whereas  in  Ame¬ 
rica  we  think  it,  in  a  manner,  abfolutely  nccelTary, '  and 
accordingly  give  it  to  almpft  every  kind  of  cattle ;  and  thofe 
with  parted  hoofs  are  particularly  fond  of  it. 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  inftanceof  this  fondnefs,  than 
the  wild  cattle  reforting  to  the  fialt  licks,  where  they  are 
chiefly  killed.  We  give  this  name  of  fait  licks  to  the  fait 
fprings,  which,  in  various  places,  iflue  naturally  out  of  the 
ground,  and  form  each  a  little  rill. 

Horfes  are  as  fond  of  fait  as  black  cattle  ;  for  with  us,  if 
they  are  ever  fo  wild,  they  will  be  much  fooner  brought  to 
a  handful  of  fait  than  any  kind  of  corn  whatever. 

We  alfo  give  fait  to  our  fheep ;  and  to  this  pra61:ice  is  it 
generally  afcribed,  that  the  American  cattle,  in  general, 
are  fo  much  more  healthy  than  the  fame  animals  in  England  : 
certain  it  is,  that  they  are  there  fubjedb  to  much  fewer 
difeafes. 

There  is  one  very  advantageous  pra£lice  we  have,  which 
I  cannot  enough  recommend  to  the  notice  of  the  farmers 

I  here 
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here  in  England  :  it  is  mixing  fait  with  our  hay-ricks 
when  we  ftack  it,  which  we  call  hrinhg. 

Juft  before  I  left  America  I  had  a  crop  of  hay,  which 
was  in  a  manner  fpoiled  by  rain,  being  almoft  rotted  in 
the  field  j  yet  did  this  hay  fpend  as  well  as  if  it  had  been 
got  in  never  fo  favourably. 

When  my  fervants  were  making  up  the  ftack,  I  had  it 
managed  in  the  following  manner ;  that  is,  as  foon  as  a 
bed  of  hay  was  laid  about  fix  inches  thick,  I  had  the 
whole  fprinkled  over  with  fait ;  then  another  bed  of  hay 
wasjaid,  which,  was  again  fprinkled  in  like  manner  j  and 
this  method  was  followed  till  all  the  hay  was  ftacked. 

When  the  feafon  came  for  cutting  this  hay,  and  giving  it 
to  my  cattle,  I  found  that  fo  far  from  refufing  it,  they  eat 
it  with  fiirprizing  appetite,  always  preferring  it  before  the 
fweeteft  hay,  that  had  not  been  in  this  manner  fprinkled 
with  fait. 

I  have,  in  North-^  America,  fome  very  confiderable  planta¬ 
tions;  but  having  been  for  fome  time  in  England,  I  dedi¬ 
cate  ali  my  leifure  hours  to  the  ftudy  of  agriculture ;  and 
have  regularly,  fince  the  firft  publication,  taken  in  the 
Numbers  of  the  Mufeum  Rujllcum^  with  whjch  I  cannot  but 
in  juftice  declare  myfelf  perfectly  well  fatisfied  ;  and  am  of 
opinion,  it  will  be  of  great  fervice,  not  in  England  only> 
but  in  America  alfo. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  conftant  reader,  and 

London, 

Ma|r  i4i  1764. 


A  purchafer  of  your  work, 

Americanus, 


r 


N  U  M- 


211 


MUSEUM  RUST  I  CUM  ET  C  O'M  MERCIALE. 

N  U  M  B-  E  R  LXV. 

^  Editors  of  the  ISH  \3  s  r  v  yi  Rusticum, 

Gentlemen, 

H  E  inclofed  having  been  made  with  great  accuracy,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  fend  it  to  you.  You  may,*  if  you  pleaTe,  com¬ 
municate  It  to  the  public.  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

'  ■  «  I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  fervant, 

April  23,  1764.  '  Y,  z. 

Account j)f  the  Progrefs  of  Gtain  fom  the  Matket  to  the  Mouth,  hy  a  ^rial  made  near  Kettering,  and  exhibited  before  Pour  of  his  Majefy^s  JuJiices  of  the  Peace,  foio 

the  County  of  Northampton,  Auguft  3,  1757. 
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NUMBER  LXVI. 

Mifcellaneous  additional  Obfervations  on  mowing  of  Wheats 
pulling  of  Horfe-Beansy  SiQ,  in  a  Letter  from  the  Rev 
Mr,  Comber  to  the  Editors* 

Gentlemen, 

By  the  negle<Slof  the  carrier  (as  I  am  above  twenty  miles 
from  York)  I  received  not  your  N^.  IV.  till  yejfter- 
day.  The  perufal  of  it  has  fuggefted  fome  thoughts,  which 
I  intend  to  arrange  in  this  letter  as  mifcellaneous  additional 
obfervations  on  mowing  of  wheat,  pulling  of  horfe-beans^ 
and  fome  other  fabje^bs. 

As  i  approve  the  whole  tenor  of  your  correfpondent 
Clericus*s  letter,  No.  LVI.  Vol.  I.  page  241,  fo  I  par¬ 
ticularly  admire  the  juftice  of 'his  refle<flions  in  the  clofe, 
concerning  every  method  of  fhortening  the  labours  of  huf- 
bandmen,  and  thereby  giving  more  hands  to  our  manufac¬ 
tures  ;  and  by' lelTening  the  price  of  labour,  and  the  food 
of  the  labourer,  v/hich  muft  always  rife  and  fall  together, 
enabling  us  to  out-rival  our  frugal  and  indufrious  antago- 
nifts  in  commerce. 

They  are  fuch  refle<fbions  as  a  naturally  fenfible  mind, 
improved  by  that  extenfive  plan  of  education  which  gentle¬ 
men  of  his  profedion  generally  do,  and  always  thould,  en¬ 
joy,  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  produce. 

And  here  allow  me  to  obferve,  as  feveral  of  your  correfpon- 
dentsjudicioufly  remark,  that  improvement  of  agriculture 
in  this  nation  muft  greatly  depend  on  the  influence  and 
example  of  the  gentry,  fo  there  is  probably  no  clafs  of 
gentlemen  w'ho  can  contribute  more  to  this  improvement, 
than  the  clergy,  for  feveral  reafons,  which,  though  they 
feem  obvious,  I  will  briefl»y  mention. 

One  is,  that  their  duty  obliges  them  to  mix  fo  much 
with  the  hufbandmen  their  parifhioners,  an^  eftablifbes  that 
Vol.  II.'No.  9.  Ff  kind 
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kind  of  familiarity  with  them,  that  they  have  much  bette? 
opportunities  of  hearing  and  correcSting  the  erroneous  opi¬ 
nions  of  this  clafs  of  men  in  matters  of  their  daily  employ 
than,  their  landlords  have,  of  whom  they  generally  ftand  in 
too  much  awe  to  difcover  their  own  fentiments  freely,  ot 
with  compofure  of  mind  to  receive  their  inftrucffion. 

Another  is,  that  the  nature  of  a  clergyman’s  provifion 
generally  obliges  him  to  cultivate  all  or  a  part  of  his  glebe, 
thus  confirming  his  precepts  by  example. 

A  third  is,  that  clergymen,  by  having  generally  the 
power  of  letting  tithes  to  their  parifhioners,  have  it  in 
their  power  to  give  without  any,  or  conftderahle  lofs,  nay, 
perhaps,  with  gain  to  themfelves,  encouragement  to  the 
farmer  to  try  new  methods  of  hufbandry. 

A  fourth,  and  the  laft  I  fhall  mention,  is,  that  clergy¬ 
men,  by  the  turn  of  their  education  in  general,  (and  efpecially 
fuch  as  have  been  educated  at  Cambridge)  are  deeply 
grounded  in  the  principles  of  found  natural  philofophy, 
confequently  inclined  to  probable  experiments,  and  guarded 
againft  hafty  conclufions  from  a  few  trials. 

For  thefe,  and  other  reafons,  which  may  be  fuggefted, 
(and  particularly  one  mentioned  by  your  worthy  corre- 
fpondent  Clericus  in  the  clofe  of  his  letter)  I  fhall  be  always 
glad  to  fee,  in  your  work,  letters  from  gentlemen  of  that 
profeffion,  (to  which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong)  with ' 
their  names  at  length,  as  no  fet  of  men  are  more 
obliged,  by  every  kind  of  rational  bond,  to  promote  the 
profperity  of  their  country. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  your  correfpondent  Clericus,  being 
known  to  be  likely  to  give  fome  explication  of  the  names 
of  the  refpedfive  fcythes  delineated  in  the  plate  to  your 
Second  Number,  fhould  be  recurred  to  for  that  purpofe; 
and  which  ever  of  you,  gentlemen,  was  the  author  of  the 
note  in  page  i6o,  will  (I  dare  fay)  confefs  that  he  was 
'deficient  in  the  defcription  thefe  given  of  them.  And  I 
muft  add,  that  there  is  certainly  a  grofs  miftake  in  the 
defcription  of  the  largeft  fcythe,  occafioned  by  a  material 

tranfpofition 
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^  tranTpofitlon  of  two  letters,  viz,  of  a  and  b ;  the  former 
of  thefe  letters  really  denoting  the  point,  and  the  latter 
the  heel. 

Nothing  but  extreme  modefty,  gentlemen,  could,  I 
think,  incline  your  truly- ingenious  correfpondent,  Clericus^ 
to  make  a  doubt,  as  he  does  in  page  243,  whether  the 
working  the  Hainault  fcythe  with  only  one  hand  be  an 
vantage  or  a  difadvantage, 

Reafon,  which  will  yield  to  nothing  but  experiment, 
leads  us  ftrongly  to  conclude  it  the  latter.  Such  ftrong  work 
as  mowing,  and  efpecially  for  a  whole  day,  nay,  feveral 
whole  days  together,  requires  the  united  effort  of  both 
hands,  and  thefe  applied  in  the  moft  artful  manner. 

Your  correfpondent,  “  a  Silent  Member juftly  obferves, 
in  page  267,  that  experiments  of  cutting  a  fmall  quantity 
of  corn  can  never  determine  the  real  merit  of  any  fcythe  ; 
and  if  I  am  not  more  deceived  in  appearances  than  I  ever 
was  in  my  life,  by  experiments  propofe’d  to  be  made  next 
Jiarveft  with  the  feveral  fcythes,  it  will  be  found,  that 
work  done  for  a  confiderabk  time  with  this  one-handed  fcythe 
will  appear  contemptible,  when  compared  with  that  don^ 
in  the  fame  time  with  fome  other  fcythes. 

Indeed  the  afliftance  which  is  given  to  this  work,  by  the 
hook  in  the  left  hand  of  the  mower,  is  fo  trifling  as 
fcarce  to  deferve  a  rnention,  whilfl:  it  greatly  retards  the 
operation  of  the  other. 

The  more  complicate  the  motion  of  any  labourer  is, 
evidently  the  lefs  efficacious  it  muft  be  :  and  if  the  mower 
has  fkill  to  take  his  corn  properly  with  its  fway,  he  will 
need  no  hook  to  incline  it  to  him  ;  and  as  to  his  gathering 
it,  it  is  mofl;  apparent  that  he,  with  fo  heavy  an  inffrument 
as  his  fcythe  in  one  hand,  will  be  much  more  retarded 
in  his  mowing  than  will  anfwer  the  expence  of  a  gatherer, 
who  may  be  a  woman. 

Your  ingenious  correfpondent,  ‘‘  a  Silent  Member,^"^  has 
found  our,  No.  LXIII.  Vol.  I.  page  266,  a  great  refemr 
bJance  betwixt  the  mower  with  this  fcythe  and  hook,  and 

F  f  2  . ,  the 
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the  KentiQi  reaper  df  beans  with  his  hink  and  twiblll:  and 
as  it  is  reafonable  to  give  this  fcythe  a  fair  trials  it  may 
be  likewife  reafonable  to  put  it  into  the  hands'of  thefe 
operators ;  but  for  the  reafons  above  fpecified,  and  others 
which  might  be  added,  there  is  no  fort  of  probability  that 
there  will  be  any  comparifon  of  its  utility,  when  beft  ma¬ 
naged,  with  that  of  other  fey thes. 

To  evince  this  probability  ftill  further,  let  it  be  con- 
fidered,  that  if  the  bearing  the  weight  of  the  fcythe  in  one 
hand  were  no  impediment  to  its  motion,  and  that  the 
working  with  the  hook  were  alfo  none,  hill  this  Hainautt 
fcythe  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  do  above  half  as  much  work 
as  our  common  fcythe,  becaufe  (as  your  correfpondent 
Clericus  remarks,  page  242)  it  is  but ‘about  half  the 
length.  '  <  t  ‘  r 

But  if  we  confider  how  much  the  burthen  of  the  fcythe 
on  one  hand,  and  management  of  the  hook  with  the  bther^ 
muft  retard  the  motion,  it  is  probable,  that  not  nearly  the 
number  of  hrokes  given  with  our  common  fcythe  will  be 
given  with  this  of  Hainault^  and  confequently  not  nearly 
half  the 'work  will  be  done. 

I  fhould  not,  gentlemen,  have  confidered  this  aukward 
fcythe  fo  much  by  far  as  I  have  done,  had  not  the  favour¬ 
able  accounts  given  of  it  been  likely  to  lead  people  into  the 
ufe  of  an  inftrument  much  lefs  convenient  than  others  they 
may  procure. 

■  Your  worthy  correfpondent,  Clericus,  judicloufly  prefers 
the  fcythe  marked  fig'.  3.  in  ybUr  plate,  to  either  of  the 
others.  Yet  the  advantage  he  ihfifts  on,  viz.  That  by- 
taking  the  left  handle  higher  or  lower,  it  is  accommodated 
to  the  ufe  of  workmen  of  different  heights,  a  thing  no  other 
fcythe  can  boaft,  feems  neither  very  tnaterial,  nor  very  well 
founded.  •  '  >  -•••■•  -  •  . t  .  .  , 

It  feems  not  very  material,  becaufe  every  workman  muft 
have  a  fcythe,  and  this  he  will  accommodate  to  his  own 
height,  ‘It  feems  not  very  well  founded,  becaufe  if 
the  right  handle  is  fixed  invariable,  it  can  only  fuit  meh 
t>f’one  height  3  and  by  the  taking  of  the  left  handle  higher 

2  ^  .  .  Qj. 


E  T  C  O  M  M  E  R  C  I  A  I.  E.  -  211^ 
or  lower,  the  edge  of  the  blade  will  only  be  ralfed  or 
lowered,  but  the  whole  engine  will  be  no  fitter  for  men  of 
different  height3  than  it  was  before. 

On  the  contrary,  the  handles  of  our  comrnon  fcythes 
being  moveable  on  the  (haff,  and  fixed  only  by  a  wedge 
which  can  eafily  be  moved,  the  fame  fey  the  may,  with 
great  expedition,  be  fitted  to  workmen  of  different  heights, 
juft  as  the  laying  the  blade  into  the  fhaft  by  a  ring  and 
wedges  renders  the  fame  feythe  fit  for  the  fame  man 
in  different  graffes  or  corns,  as  it  is  to  cut  higher  or 
lower. 

Blit  if  this  Brabant  feythe  has  not  any  advantage  on 
thefe  accounts  over  our  common  ones,  it  has  an  acknow^ 
ledged  difadvantage,  viz.  That  it  is  about  fix  inches 
iborter  than  our  common  ones  ;  and,  confequently,  fince 
fhefe  are  very  manageable,  itlofesfix  inches  breadth  of  work 
in  every  fwathe  ;  a  very  confiderable  lofs. 

Your  “  Silent  Member^  feems  (page  267)  to  doubt 
whether  more  work  will  be  difpatched  by  any  of  thefe 
fcythes,  than  by  Tickles  ;  but  it  is  a  faift  moft  notorious,  that 
much  more  is  difpatched  by  our  common  fcythes. 

Indeed  it  is  aftonifhing  to ’me,  that  no  one  of  your  cor- 
refpondents  fhould  bring  into  comparifon  with  thefe  foreign 
fcythes  our  Englifh  ones,  when  the  wheat  in  fo  confidera- 
ble  a  part  of  this  corn  country  is  mown.  One  would 
think  the  fadf  too  notorious^  and  too  important^  to  have  been 
paffed  over  in  filence. 

As  to  reaping  of  beans  with  the  hink  and  iwihill.  It  feems 
liable  to  great  and  juft  objedfions. 

The  former  is  net  an  inftrument  formed  to  hold  the  ftalks 
©f  fo  flubborn  a  corn  as  beans  fufficiently  tight,  and  the 
twibill  can  cut  no  more  ftalks  than  it  fairly  reaches  ;  and 
(befides  the  general  objections  to  cutting  of  beans,  that  it 
neceftitates  us  either  to  cut  them  unripe,  or  to  wafte  them) 
any  inftrument  of  this  fort  will  require  frequent  fharpening, 
and  occafion  a  confiderable  lofs  of  time. 

One  advantage  of  reaping  with  the  fickle  is  well  known 
to  be,  that  the  reaper  holds  the  corn  tight  in  his  left  hand, 

cuts 
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cuts  it  nearly  all  of  the  fame  length,  confequently  more 
convenient  to  be  bound  together,  and  then  by  an  eafy 
operation  lays  dt  down  in  gavels;  whereas,  by  the  ufe  of 
the  twibilly  the  ftalks  will  be  left  all  fcattered. 

Your  correfpondent  Rujiicus,  in  No.  LXII.  Vol,  1/ 
page  263,  informs  us,  that  fome  farmers  in  the  ifle  of 
Thanet  (fo  famous  for  the  neatnefs  of  their  hufbandry)  pull 
their  beans.  ‘  This,  he  adds,  indeed,  is  where  the  crop, 
happens  to  be  thin. 

But,  perhaps,  on  enquiry,  he  may  find  this  rational 
pradfice  followed  when  the  crops  are  thick,  at  leaft,  when 
they  are  not  over- thin ;  for  a  thick  crop  of  beans  is  far 
from  being  better,  cceterh  paribus,  (as  the  philofophers  fay) 
than  one  moderately  thin  ;  the  pods  requiring  much  earth 
for  their  large  roots  to  fupport  them.  The  only  confidera- 
ble  obvious  inconvenience  W'hich  feems  to  attend  pulling  of 
beans,  vi%^  That  the  ftalks  will  be  fo  bruifed  by  the  grafp 
of  the  hand,  as  to  altord  little  nourifhment  to  the  pods 
afterwards,  may  be  iri  a  great  meafure  avoided,  by 
grafping  of  the  ftalks  low,  and  pulling  them  in  one 
dire<3:ion. 

As  to  the  advantage  of  a  Jhim,  ufed  by  the  farmers  in 
^hanety  it  depends  on  the  proof  that  fo  much  ground  as  is 
neceflary  for  the  motion  of  it  is  ufefully  left  unplanted.  If 
this  can  be  made  out,  it  may  be  ufed  with  the  method  of 
planting  the  beans  which  I  have  recommended,  and  which 
is  much  more  regular,  and  lefs  expenfive,  than  that  of 
fpraining  them  by  women. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

Thomas  Comber,  Junior^ 

Eaft>Newton,  near  Malton, 

Feb.  14,  1764. 
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Vhfervatlons  on  Mowings  Shocking^  and  Stacking  of  Wloeat  ; 
and  preparing  Land  for  Wheats  hy  other  CropSy  &c.  from 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Comberj  to  the  Editors. 


Gentlemen, 

HEAT  is  fo  truly,  what  it  is  called  in  your  work, 
a  noble  feedy  that  every  difcourfe,  which  has  a 
tendency  to  promote  its  fuccefsful  culture,  deferves  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public. 

One  of  you,  who  figns  himfelf  E.  has  delired  from  me 
an  account  of  the  manner  of  mowing  v/heat  in  the  wolds  ; 
and  of  the  difference,  if  any,  betwixt  the  mowing  of  it, 
and  of  barley,  or  oats.  I  apprehend,  that  note  was 
printed  before  a  former  packet  *of  mine  was  received. 
If  any  more  particulars  relative  thereto,  and  known,  or 
knowable  to  me,  fhall  be  defued  by  you,  1  will  commu¬ 
nicate  them. 

There  is,  however,  one  circumftance  relative  to  the 
mowing  of  wheat,  which  I  think  I  forgot,  in  my  packet 
communicated  to  you,  to  confider.  Your  correfpondent, 
S.  K.  (Number  IV.  page  2i.)  fays,  “  I  have  my^- 
“  felf,  for  fome  years,  thought  that  wEeat  might  better 
be  mowed  than  reaped',  but  what  hindered  me  from 
“  making  the  experiment,  was  my  being  confcious,  that 
“  it  would  be  necefTary,  as  well  to  find  out  a  method  of 
mowing  wheat  that  grows  on  high  ridges^  as  that  which 
grows  on  fitches  and  fat  lands  :  this  was  the  difficulty 
“  that  occurred  ;  this  prevented  my  carrying  my  thought 
into  execution  ;  and  this,  I  even  now  think,  is  not 
eafly  to  be  got  over.’’ 

The  wolds  lands  are,  for  the  moft  part,  high,  and  fo 
dry,  as  not  to  be  plowed,  generally,  with  high  ridges,  to 
carry  off  the  water  ;  fo  that  the  inconvenience,  fuppofed 

by 
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by  your  correfpondent,  is  not  much  known  to  them  :  but 
in^his  country,  EJJex^  and  many  others,  perhaps,  wheat  - 
lands  cannot  be  Town  to  any  advantage  without  high 
ridges.  Let  us  enquire  Iheii,  bow  the  fuppofed  inconve¬ 
nience  in  mowing  of  them  may  be  obviated. 

It  is  obvious,  that  if  a  mower  goes  on  the  very  ridge  of 
the  lands  as  the  centre  of  his  fweep,  he  nluft  leave  his 
flubble  very  high  ori  both  extremities,  let  him  cut  ever  fo 
near* on  the  ridge  :  but  if  one  mower  begins  his  ftroke  juft 
at  the  ridge,  and  mov/s  on  one  lide  of  the  land,  be  will  find 
V^ry  little  inconvenience  in  mowing  a  gentle  declivity  fidd- 
v/ays :  and  he,  who  mows  the  other  half  of  the  land,  will 
find  nearly  as  little  in  mowing  the  acclivity  t  the  plowman; 
who  knows  that  his  crop  is  to  be  mov^^ed,  may  difpofe  his 
lands  fo,  that  half  ah  One  fl:iall  be  juft  the  fweep  of  a  good 
mower. 

But  if  the  ridges  prove  very  inconvenient  to  mow  in  this 
manner,  which,  I  think,  will  feldom  be  the  cafe,  another 
remedy  is  at  hand,  viz.  to  mow  the  wheat  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  grafs  of  high-ridged  lands,  is  often  mowed, 
viz.  tranfverfely  :  the  motion  of  the  mowers,  in  this  method, 
will  be  fomewhat  retarded,  perhaps,  by  going  up  and 
down,  and  by  ftepping  over  the  furrows  ^  but  the  corn 
may  be  gathered  very  conveniently. 

It  is  well  worth  the  time  for  the  hufbandman  to  confider 
what  crop  is  the  beft  preparative  for  wheat  to  be  fown  on 
t’refla  land.  The  ranknefs  of  this  foil,  if  nothing  be  fown 

upon 

^  Mr.  Irvoin  affures  us,  that  wheat  flub ble  is  left  in  Ireland 
twelve  or  eighteen  inches  long,  and  that  it  makes  the  bep 
thatch.  It  may  be  well  v/orth  mowing  for  thatch,  and' 
might  better  have  been  mowed  with  the  reft  of  the  crop,, 
at  once.  But  how  can  it  be  ihQ  beji  thatch y  unlefs  there 
be  no  rye  Jifa-uo  ?  The  EJfex  farmers,  who  allow  labourers  to 
mow  the  ftubbles  for  their  own  benefit,  are,  furely,  impru¬ 
dent-;  'for  QnJuppQj}tiQ?i,t\i2iX  this  ftubble  were  improper  manure 
for  the  light  foil  on  which  it  grew,  (and  it  is  much  eafier  to 
fuppofe  than  proue)  yet,  if  it  were  heaped  and  meJlo'wed,  it  muft 
make  an  excellent  manure  fbr  lands  of  an  oppofite  nature,  and 
■  amply  repay  the  expence  of  mowing*  Comb. 
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U{^bh  il  befote  the  wheat,  will  often  make  the  corn  fo 
flrong  as  to  lie  or  ledge  before  hatveft  ;  and  then  the  mif* 
chief  done  to  it,  both  by  rain  and  birds,  is  alnioft  incredible. 

To  prevent  this,  it  is  moft  reafonable  to  fow  white  peas, 
which  delight  in  frefti  land,  and  are  a  valuable  crop  ;  juft 
as  it  is  advifeable  to  fow  Oats  on  the  frelh  land  defigried  fof 
rye  for  oats  on  rich  lands,  fit  for  wheat,  would  Ibe  likely 
to  be  fo  rank  a  crop  as  to  lie  themfelves. 

I  have  been  told,  gentlemen,  with  great  confidence, 
that  clover  prepares  ground  for  wheat  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  foil,  which  without  it  would  only  bring  rye, 
with  it  will  produce  good  wheat.  If  this  aflertion  be 
founded  on  facSf,  it  is  a  benefit  arifing  from  clover,  which 
ought  to  place  it  very  high  in  the  rank  of  grafies,  as  natu¬ 
rally  good  wheat  land  is  often  not  to  be  found  in  a  large 
track  of  country. 

However,  though  much  clover  is  grown  in  this  country, 
1  know  no  one  who  has  tried  the  experiment ;  nor  have  t 
an  opportunity  of  trying  it :  nor  can  I  conceive  any  pHnci- 
ple  on  which  clover  can  produce  this  fuppofed  effedl :  ft 
has  a  ftrong  root,  which  fpreads  and  opens  a  c6ihpa6f  foil, 
and  therefore  excellently  prepares  land  for  barley  ;  but  hoW 
it  can  condenfe  and  enrich  a  light  thin  foil,  I  am  unable  to 
imagine. 

Your  correfpondent  figning  himfelf  ‘‘  A 

Farmer^"*  (in  Vol.  I.  Number  C.  page  43^.)  fpeaks  of 
the  cuftom  of  laying  iheaves  of  corn  in  fhocks,  and  capping 
them,  as  though  it  were  confined  to  Somerjetjhire :  but  ft 
is  known  to  obtain  in  all  this  vaft  trail  of  corn  country 
northwards  ;  and  great  numbers  of  your  readers,  had  they 
not  been  informed,  by  that  fame  correfpondent,  that  in 
Wiltjhire^  and  fome  more  foutherly  counties,  it  is  the 
cuftom  to  leave  moft  of  their  corn,,  without  care,  to  the 
chance  of  weather,  would  not  have  imagined,  that  any, 
calling  themfelves  hufbandmen,  could  be  fo  negligent. 

Your  faid  correfpondent  juftly  recommends  the  rtek^ 
Jlaval^  or  Jlaffold^  a  frame  of  wood  for  th^  mow^  placed 

Vol.  II.  No.  9.  G  g  on 
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on  ftones,  to  be  ufed  where  the  barns  are  at  a  confiderable 
,  diftance  from  the  field,  (page  433). 

As  to  his  propofal  of  building  barns  up  and  down  the 
farm,  I  cannot  approve  of  it,  for  many  reafons  too  long  to 
be  here  inferted  :  but  any  fcheme  for  fecuring  a  crop,  ef- 
pecially  one  fo  valuable  as  wheat,  deferves  attention.  Our 
farmers,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  ufually  flack  their  corn 
in  the  field,  when  they  have  great  quantities ;  for  they 
.find  /o  much  wafte  of  it,  whilft  in  the  barn,  by  vermin, 
that  they  chofe  to  have  it  there  only  for  threfhing :  and  by 
Hacking  their  wheat  on  the  ground,  with  only  a  bed  of 
thorns,  or  flicks  and  flraw,  to  keep  off  the  damp,  they  find 
very  little  lofs  enfue  ;  the  niice  or  rats  which  are  found  in 
a  flack,  efpecially  if  it  fland  not  over  the  year,  being  very 
few  :  however,  the  reek-Jiaval  may  be  a  better  preferva- 
tive,  both  againfl  dampnefs  and  vermin. 

Yet  I  fliould  recommend  another  method,  preferable  to 
both  5  which  is,  to  prepare  fix  or  eight  oaken  pofls,  about 
thre^  or  four  feet  long,  and  flout  \  and  as  many  ftrong 
flags,  which  will  projedl  fome  inches  over  the  tops  of  thefe 
on  .every  fide,  when  they  are  fixed  upright  in  the  ground  : 
,a  frame  of  wood,  fattened  at  the  four  corners  with  wooden 
pins,  muft  alfo  be  prepared,  and  a  few  coarfe  crofs  bearers  : 
a  load  or  two  of  thorns  or  furze  thrown  on  to  thefe,  and 
covered  with  flraw,  make  an  excellent  bed  for  the  corn. 
The  expence  of  this  apparatus  is  trifling ;  and  the  whole 
may  be  brought  by  the  waggons  which  come  to  load  the 
corn,  and  removed  any  year  at  harveft. 

Our  farmers  here  have  one  bad  cuftom  relative  to  flack¬ 
ing  their  corn,  vi%»  forming  the  flack  at  fome  corner  near 
fome  hedge  :  the  defign  is  to  fave  fencing  j  but  they  often 
truft  to  an  infufficient  hedge,  and  lofe  more  in  one  day 
than  would  pay  for  good  flout  flack  barns,  eafily  removed 
from  one,  and  fet  down  in  another  place.  I  am, 
Gentlemen, 

Eafl-Newton,  Your  candid  reader, 

March  28,  1764.  Thomas  Comber,  jun, 

N  U  M- 


ET  COMMERCIAL  E. 


223 


NUMBER  LXVIII. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Comber,  relative 
to  thebeji  Alleviations  of  Srnuttinefs  and  Sproutednefs  of  Wheat* 

Gentlemen, 

Good  wheat  is  fo  often  fpoiled  by  fmuttinefs  and  fprout- 
ing.y  that  any  obfervations,  which  tend  to  lefTen  the 
efFedts  of  thefe  evils,  deferve  great  attention. 

The  former  of  thefe  evils,  which  proceeds  from  a  few 
blighted  ears  perhaps,  (whofe  fubftance,  reduced  to  powder 
by  the  blight,  communicates  itfelf  to  the  reft,  and  deftroys 
their  fine  colour)  admits  fome  alleviations,  but  fuch  as  re¬ 
quire  great  care. 

The  firft  is  what  we  in  the  North  call  leafing^  ox  gathering 
out^  the  blighted  ears.  As  this  operation  cannot  be  perform¬ 
ed  while  the  corn  ftands,  without  deftroying  great  quanti-. 
ties  of  the  unblighted,  the  next  beft  method  is,  to  gather 
them  out  as  fOon  as  ever  they  are  cut;  for  the  longer  and 
clofer  they  lie  compared  with  the  unblighted,  the  more  of 
their  fmuttinefs  they  communicate.  I  would  therefore  employ 
children  to  follow  the  reapers,  and  with  their  little  hands 
dexteroufly  to  gather  out  the  blighted  ears  from  the  hand¬ 
fuls,  and  then  let  the  binders  follow  them. 

If  a  little  time  be  given  them  to  gain  ftart  of  the  binders, 
and  enough  of  them  be  employed,  the  fheaves  will  fufter  no¬ 
thing  from  lying  unbound  the  neceflary  time. 

But  if  this  good  advice  be  not  followed,  through  want 
of  hands,  or  any  other  caufe,  the  next  laudable  method  is,  to 
leafe  the  wheat  before  threftiing  ;  for  this  operation  fo  effec¬ 
tually  communicates  all  the  blighted  matter  or  fmut  to  the 
good  corn,  that  no  remedy  then  remains,  except  wafhing, 
and  wafhing  in  feveral  waters  too.  And  now  great  care  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  in  the  drying ;  for,  if  not  well  dried,  the 
corn  is  fpoiled,  and,  if  ever  fo  well  dried,  yet,  if  the  fmoke 
of  the  drying  matter  aft'cdf  it,  the  tafte  is  fpoiled. 

But  fome  cautions  muft  bcobferved  in  the  wafhing  :  one 
is,  that  the  purcft  vefl'tls  and  water  be  ufed  ;'the  other,  that 
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tKe  operation  be  performed  with  great  quicknefs,  that  the 
waters  may  oiily  wafh  the  outer  coat,  not  fink  into  and 
foak  the  pulp. 

to  drying,  the  beft  means  unquefiionably  are  Jun  and 
zvM  5  apd  fummer,  if  attended  to,  will  afford  theie  with¬ 
out  fhowers.  But  as  the  corn-grower  wants  to  ufe  a  coiir 
fiderable  part  of  his  crop  before  fummpr’s  fiin  an^  winds 
cprne,  he  ipuff  attend  to  the  farne  cautions  which  the  malt- 
lier  wfes  ;  only  his  fire  need  riot  be  fo  intenfe. 

I  have  dearly  boqght  ej^perience  of  the  necpllity  of  all  tfiefe 
cautions :  for  on  the  only  likely  track  of  land  in  this  efiate# 
(containing  upwards  of  fix  hundred  acres  encloffd)  being 
about  fifty  apres,  which  lie  op  a  declivity  to  the  eaff  and 
fonth-eaft,  and  fopie  fmall  part  on  the  the  top  of  an  hill, 
(while  we  kept  about  two  hundred  pounds  par  annum  in 
hand)  we  endeavoured  to  grow  wheat  for  the  ufe  of  a  great 
family;  ^nd  though  it  was  excellent  ii)  other  refpe(fl:s,  as  it 
grew  Qn  a  firong  clay  pear  a  good  lime-quarry,  yet  with 
all  th.e  attention  ufually  paicj  to  rnedicating  and  changing  the 
feed,  fiff.  we  never  could  avoid  having  fmutty  wheat, 
artd  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  tp  the  laborious  cure  of 
wafhing  :  nor  can  the  tenant  who  now  holds  a  few  apres 
of  this  land  in  wheat,  prevent  this  evil  in  part ;  though  bis 
land,  lying  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  has  lefs  finut  than  ours  on 
the  declivity  had. 

And  here  I  mufi;  prupofe,  geritlemen,  a  conje^lure, 

That  -1  the  general  fmuttinefs  of  wheat  on  this  tradf  of 
land  is  probably  owing  to  a  mineral,  often  tafted  in  the 
water  which  d^fcends  frpm  this  hill,  and  which,  1  appre¬ 
hend,  mingles  itfeif  \\dth  the  veins  of  the  whole  hill,  and 
breaking  forth,  mixes  with  the  air,  and  falls  in  blights/^  For 
that  the  blight  proceeds  not  immediate};^  from  the  earth,  fepms 
clear  from  an  obfervation  often  made,  I  believe,  that 
jfome  ears  of  the  fame  root,  and  confequently  fome  feed,  are 
Idxghted^  while  others  are  unblighted.  And  this  circum- 
ftance  leads  me  to  conclude,  that  all  medicaments  of  the 
feed  are  utterly^  vain  to  prpferve  it  frorn  this  evil,  the  fear 
fon  of  blighting  being  long  glter  the  {hqoting,  and  perhaps 
*yen  when  the  original  feed  is  ptterly  decayed*  Nor  can  I 

apprehend 
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appreliiend  that  even  frnutty  feed  will  n^ceffarily  produce 
blighted  corn ;  unlefs  that  ^duft  totter  he  infinitely  more 
corroiive  than  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend.  If  it  were  fo. 

It  muft  .be  very  unwholfome  to  eat  fmutty  corn  ;  and  yet  I 
have  never  heard  this  aflerted. 

As  the  fmuttinef^  only  affeto  the  outer  coat,  and  even 
yvhen  it  hasicontinued  long  on  that,  does  not  corrode  it,  (a? 
appears  from  the  unirnpaired  goodnefs  of  well-wafhed  corn) 

I  apprehend,  that  if  fmutty  feed  be  worfe  than  unfmutty^  it 
jpuft  be  fo  by  the  fmuts  ftopping  the  pores  of  the  outer 
epat,  and  retarding  the  fwelling  of  the  feed. 

fenfible  perfon  will  buy  any  but  the  heft  fair eji 
feed}  aud  the  farmer  who  cannot  buy  frefh  feed,  fowinghis 
own  fmutty  feed  on  land  of  the  fame  nature  generally  as  that 
which  produced  it,  has  fmutty  corn  again,  and  aferibes  that 
fmuttinefs  to  the  feed,  which  fhould  probably  be  aferibed  to 
the  land.  But  this,  gentlemen,  is  only  a  conjecSlure. 

As  to  fprouting^  W’hich  confefledly  arifes  from  wet  which 
falls  on  the  corn,  either  before  harveft,  after  a  certain  degree 
of  ripenefs,  or  when  it  is  in  the  (hock,  the  only  alleviations 
which  can  bepropofed  are,  I  think,  the  following. 

Firft,  to  reap  no  part  of  the  corn  which  has  been  lodged^ 
with  that  which  has  not. 

Secondly,  to  keep  feparate  from  the  reft,  the  cap  or  top 
iheaves  of  every  ftiock  or  ftook,  if  any  rain  has  fallen  on 
them  fince  reaping. 

In  the  third  and  laft  place,  to  gather  by  hand  (if  a  gentle¬ 
man  is  curious  for  his  own  table)  the  fprouted  ears. 

A  litde  attention  and  experience  will  enable  any  body  to 
dp  this ;  the  germ  of  the  fprouted  ears  being  funk  and 
thered^  while  that  of  the  untainted  corn  ftands  proud, 

I  know  not  whether  a  judicious  drying  of  fprouted  corn 
may  not  dp  much  towards  meliorating  the  quality  of  the 
meal :  but  then  I  think  itftiould  be  applied  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible  after  the  corn  is  gathered  ;  for  the  longer  the  moifture 
continues  in  the  corn,  the  worfe  effe6i:s  it  muft  produce.  It 
would  be  worth  while  to  try  the  difference  of  drying 
corn  equally  fprouted  at  different  times  after  reaping.  This 
I  evil, 
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evil,  of  fprouting,  is  a  terrible  one ;  and  every  method  to 

Icflen  it  muft  be  a  great  acquifition. 

The  wet  of  thelaft  harveft  was  fuch  as  to  make  it  im- 
poffible  to  find  any  wheat  in  any  of  our  markets  perfeSily 
as  an  exper  ienced  miller,  who  boys  great  quantities, 
afiures  me.  1  have  lately  paid  five  {hillings  and  eight-pence 
per  bufliel  for  the  beft  that  can  be  gotten  ;  and  it  is  fold  even 
for  five  fiiillings  and  ten-pence.  *Tis  \vell  known  that  one 
handful  of  fprouted  corn  will  fpoii  a  bufhel ;  and  i  have 
feen  this  year  wheat  bought  for  five  {hillings  per  bu{hel,, 
whofc  puddings  have  had  whole  fpoonfuls  of  jelly  ;  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  unfound  corn  ;  and  the  flux  which  has  raged  in 
this  neighbourhood,  and  become  contagious,  is  afcribtd  to 
the  poor's  eating  unfound  corn. 

T o  conclude,!  mufl:  obferve,  that  as  there  are  feveral  weeds, 
and  particularly  mellilot,  which  give  a  difagreeable  tafte  to 
the  wheat ;  fo  the  greatefi:  care  fhould  be  taken  to  leafe  * 
wheat  intended  for  feed,  znAih^ntofcreeniX.'.  and  as  the 
misfortune  is,  that  many  of  thefe  weeds  fhed  their  feed  be¬ 
fore  the  wheat  is  ripe,  fo  they  will  never  be  gotten  out  of 
the  ground,  but  by  mowing  them  with  fome  crop  which  is 
earlier  ripe. 

The  manure  alfo  which  is  made  of  corn  in  which  thefe 
weeds  grew,  fhould  be  laid  upon  pajiure  or  meadow  land,  ra¬ 
ther  than  arable^  as  the  feeds  wdll  not  fo  eafily  find  beds  in 
the  former  two,  fit  to  enable  them  to  vegetate  y  or,  if  they 
do,  they  may  eafily  be  mown. 

The  mixing  unflaked  lime  with  this  manure,  fome  time 
before  it  is  laid  on  arable  land,  (if  it  is  neceffary  for  fuch) 
may  haften  the  vegetation  of  the  feeds  fo  much  as  to  ren¬ 
der  them  incapable  of  vegetating  on  the  corn  land. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Eaft  Newton,  Yo  ur  humble  fervant, 

March  29,  1764.  Thomas  Comber,  jun. 

^  I  am  more  excufable  for  being  fo  ?ninute  in  reference  to 
wheat,  as  fome  of  my  anceftors  (Sir  John  De  Nenjoton^'  Sec.) 
thought  agriculture  fo  honourable,  as  to  choofe  three  wheat- 
i8:ieaves  or,  and  a  bend  azure.,  in  a  field  argent,  for  their  arms  ; 
which,  as  defeended  from  the  heirefs  of  that  family,  I  liavc  a 
right  to  bear.  Comb. 
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A  Letter  from  Mr.  Wood  to  the  Editors^  defcrihing  a  new- 
invented  Harrow-Plowj  with  its  Ufes, 

Gentlemen, 

TH  E  many  ingenious  letters  contained  in  your  work 
have  given  me  great  pleafure ;  and  [  muft  alfo  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  I  have  not  a  little  benefited  by  reading  it. 

Willing  to  contribute  my  fmall  fhare  towards  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  agriculture,  of  which  I  have  always  been  a  paffio- 
nate  lover,  I  could  not  any  longer  refrain  fetting  pen  to 
paper,  in  confequence  of  which  you  receive  this  paper. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  fond  of  the  turnep  hufbandry,  of 
which  plant  I  every  year  fovv  feveral  acres,  and  of  late 
manage  them  in  a  manner,  I  think,  more  advantageous 
than  will  probably,  at  firft  thought,  occur  to  moft  of  your 
readers.  This  method  I  difcovered  only  by  accident  ;  and 
by  the  fame  means  moft  other  great  difcoveries  have  been 
made. 

A  few  years  fince,  I  happened,  by  rainy  weather,  to  be 
prevented  from  fowing  my  turneps  fo  early  as  I  could  have 
wiftied  :  they  took,  however,  very  well,  efcaped  the  fly,  and 
grew  fo  faft,  that  when  1  was  in  the  midft  of  my  harveft- 
work,  I  found  they  required  hoeing :  this  was  very  incon¬ 
venient,  and  I  was,  for  feme  hours,  at  a  lofs  what  to  do : 
at  laft,  however,  I  came  to  a  refolutionof  drawing  a  pretty 
heavy  harrow  over  them,  which  might  fo  far  thin  the 
plants  as  to  make  it  not  fo  immediately  neceflary  to  hoe 
them.  This,  I  fay,  it  was  my  intention  of  doing  ;  Itut,  be¬ 
fore  the  harrow  had  gone  two  bouts,  I  altered  my  mind  oa 
feeing  how  little  good  it  did.  I  then  devifed  a  fort  of  a  har¬ 
row  with  fhares,  inftead  of  tines  or  teeth  :  my  frame  was, 
in  form,  like  a  common  harrow  ;  feven  feet  long,  and  four 
broad  ;  the  fhares  were  made  of  iron,  with  a  fliank,  like,  a 
harrow-tine,  about  eight  inches  long ;  and  at  the  bottom 
was  a  broad  piece  of  iron  or  foot,  in  form  of  a  heart,  hav¬ 
ing  a  rounded  point,  being  hoHow^ed  underneath  and  rounded 
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on  the  upper  furface  :  this  was  about  eight  inches  long,  and 
as  many  ;  and  the  rounded  point,  and  the  two  fides, 
were  ftiarpened  on  the  edge  like  a  eornmon  hoe. 

I  had  dddcieen  of  thefe  jh^r^s  in  one  fraih^  difpoled  a^ 
herelundcr  (noted* 


A 

O 

4 

P 

w 

3 


o  b 

9 


■  A  *  W 


O  9 

12  ii 


\  II  14 

G  O  O 

By  i  flight  view  of  the  above  fcheme  the  fituation  of  the 
fhares.Wiil  eafily  be  comprehended.  A  is  fuppofed  the  front, 
and  B  the  hacK  pirt,  of  the  frame.  On  inipediion,  it  will 
be  found,  that  when  this  as  I  cMl  it,  moves 

forward,^  the  fliates,  marked  i,  4,  and  are  forwardeA, 
and  each  cuts  away  the  plants  in  its  way  ;  then  come  2,  3^ 
5,  and  which  make  feven  fhares :  as  to  th^  Other  fdven 
behind,  they  are  only  intended  to  Complete  the  tvork  be^uh 
by  the  firll  fet:  thus  8  follows  i,  9  follows  2,  lO  com¬ 
pletes  the  work  df  3,  II  of  4,  12  follows  5,  i3  goSsin 
the  fame  track  with  6,  and  14  is  fecond  to  f.  It  will  alfo 
be  found,  that  the  (hareS  ard  at  about  fourteen  Inches  drib 
from  the  other,  and  that  each  fhare  clears  about  eight 
inches  of  land  in  width,  leaving  fix  inches  untouthed. 

This  harroW-plow  did  all  I  coUld  Willi  from  it,  thoUgh 
the  lirll  I  made  was  invented,  and  entirely  coihpleted,  in 
the  lliort  fpace  of  one  night. 

After  1  had  palTed  it  over  the  field  one  vvay,  thb  turnepS 
were '.left  in  ftripes,  about  fix  inches  Wide.  I  then  pafled 
my  harrow- plow  a  crofs  the  field  the  other  way,  when  I 
found -my  plants  dirpofed  in  little  fpots  aboutdixihches  rquarc, 
and  eight  inches  afundet  every  v/ay. 

In- -this  manner  they  remained  till  my  hurry  w^as  over, 
when  I  had  them  hand-hoed  in  the  manner  ufually  pra<5fifed 
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at  the  fecond  hoeing,  having  the  plants  at  fourteen  inches 
diftance  every  way  ;  and  I  had  a  fine  crop. 

This  has  encouraged  me  to  continue  the  pradlice  ever 
lince  ;  and  I  find  it  much  cheaper  than  hoeing,  and  alfb 
much  more  efficacious,  as  the  (hares  of  my  harrow- plow 
cut  deeper,  and  move  the  ground  better  than  any  work¬ 
men  can,  or  will  do,  with  their  hand-hoes. 

I  have  not  the  lead  doubt,  but  that,  upon  trial,  this  in- 
ftrument  may  be  of  the  fame  ufe  to  others  as  it  has  been  to 
me  ;  and  was  it  more  univerfally  adopted,  the  advantage 
to  common  farmers  would  be  great. 

This  harrow- plow  is  alfo  of  great  fervice  in  bringing 
land  to  a  very  fine  tilth  after  it  has  had  three  or  four  plow- 
ings,  as  it  breaks  the  foil  into  finer  particles  than  any  com¬ 
mon  plow  or  harrow  can  do  :  but  when  I  make  this  life  of 
it,  I  (hift  the  feven  back-fhares  a  little  on  one  fide,  fo  as  to 
make  them  go  in  the  intervals  untouched  by  the  feven  firft ; 
and  in  this  way  it  is  of  wonderful  efficacy  in  making  a 
fine  mould,  bringing  the  land,  with  very  little  expence,  as 
little  as  harrowing,  into  as  fine  a  date,  nearly,  as  are  the 
borders  of  a  well-kept  garden.  I  recommend  rt  to  your 
farming  readers  to  try  the  experiment;  it  can  Cod  them 
little,  and  may  prove  greatly  to  their  advantage. 

I  am,  GENTLEMEbf, 

Near  Chelmsford,  Your  condant  reader, 

April  30,  1764.  J.  Wood. 


NUMBER  LXX. 


A  LetUr  to  the  Editors^  on  the  heji  Method  of  fpendln^ 

Turneps  by  feeding  Sheep, 


Gentlemen, 


Through  the  bounty  of  a  generous,  patron  I  en¬ 
joy  a  good  re<^ory,  within  fomewhat  more  than  fifty 
miles  from  London,  where  1  make  it  a  matter  of  con- 
fcience  to  refide,' in  order  to  perform  in.<peffon  the  duties  of. 
my  cure. 

VoL.  IL  No.  9.  *  H  h 
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Being  naturally  of  a  fpeculative  difpofition,  given  to  con¬ 
templation,  and  fond  of  retirement,  I  found  it  neceffary 
for  my  health  to  take  into  my  own  hands  the  glebe,  which 
had  been  long  lett  to  a  neighbouring  farmer.  This  I  did 
that  I  might  have  fome  temptation  to  recreate  my  mind, 
by  the  inn  cent  amufements  which  every  day  prcfent 
thenifelves  to  the  lovers  and  pradlifers  of  agriculture. 

I  have  had  no  reafon  to  repent  taking  this  ftep,  as  I  think 
my  health  is  improved,  my  income  not  diminiftied,  and 
my  knowledge  and  experience  in  this  very  agreeable  ftudy 
greatly  encreafed. 

As  I  feldom  let  any  thing  pafs  unnoticed,  the  farmers, 
who  live  near  my  houfe,  refort  to  me  on  all  occafions  for 
advice;  and  it  is  my  particular  happinefs,  whenever  I  have 
It  in  my  power,  to  remove  a  prejudice,  or  eflablifh  a  ufeful 
maxim  in  hufbandry. 

Farmers  have  been  faid  to  be  a  fet  of  men  incorrigibly 
obftinate  :  I  have  fcldom  found  them  fo:  we  fhould  make 
alj  proper  allowances  :  their  education  is  in  general  narrow, 
and  they  have  no  leifiire  time  to  enlarge  their  ideas  by 
fubfequent  reading ;  befides,  they  have,  in  general,  but 
barely  wherewithal  to  ftock  their  farms.  Is  it  therefore  to 
be  at  all  wondered  at,  that  they  fhould  fcruple  to  rely  im¬ 
plicitly  on  the  afiertion  of  every  one,  who  pretends  to  di¬ 
rect  them  in  the  management  of  their  bufinefs,  and  point 
out  to  them  new  methods  they  never  before  heard  of?  I 
own  1  fhould  think  it  much  more  wonderhil  if  they  paid 
any  attention  to  fuch  precepts. 

This  is  not  the  way  to  teach  a  farmer  any  improved 
method  of  pradlice. 

I  could  wifh  that  the  gentlemen  of  fortune  would  be  more 
attentive  to  the  well-doing  of  th'eir  tenants :  it  is  certainly 
no  difgrace  for  an  eftated  man  to  be  a  lover  and  a  praftifer 
of  hlilbandfy.  In  my  humble  opinion,  (I  hope  you  and 
the  public  will  excufe  fuch  an  obtrufion)  every  gentleman 
ought  to  farm  apart  of  his  eilate  ;  a '  fmall  part  L  mean, 
Tufficieht  to  make  experiment^  for  the  advantage  of  his  te¬ 
nt  nts  ind  neighbours. 

'  ■  1  '  flxample 
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Example  is  generally  replete  with  conviction  :  for,  can 
a  y  one  imagine  I  would  wilfully  injure  myfolf,  by  purfu- 
ing  maxims  which  I  know  to  be  erroneous  ? 

I  had  laft  winter  a  piece  of  turneps  intended  for  feeding 
fheep  ;  but  my  method  of  confuming  them  at  firft  afto- 
niflied  my  neighbours. 

I  fed  the.m  ofF  by  the  fold  ;  but  I  firft  turned  In  fome  ewes, 
which  greedily  devoured  all  the  tops  and  leaves :  when 
they  had  finifhed  them,  I  immediately  folded  my  ewes  on 
a  frefh  fpot. 

After  the  leaves  were  eat,  ofF  the  fit  ft  fpot  enclofed  b)’’ 
the  hurdles,  by  the  ewes,  I  turned  in  fome  wethers, 
which  eat  with  a  very  good  appetite  the  apples  of  the  roots, 
leaving,  however,  the  lower  part  fcooped  out  in  tfie 
ground  :  thefe  I  had  forked  up,  and  they  were  eat  by  my 
ftore-fheep. 

My  neighbours  were  convinced  my  method 'was  right, 
becaufe  I  evidently  kept  and  fattened  more  fheep  on  the 
fame  quantity  of  land,  than  they  did  ;  yet  they  begged  I 
would  give  them  my  reafons  for  this  my  pradlice. 

I  told  them  I  would  readily  comply  with  their  requeft, 
and  the  more  fo  as  it  might  be  a  means  of  tempting  tBem 
to  imitate  what  they  faw  pradlifed  wdth  fuccefs. 

Continuing  my  difeourfe,  I  informed  them  that  many 
years  experience,  and  conftant  obfervation,  had  convinced 
me,  that  if  you  turn  a  parcel  of  fheep  promifeuoufty  into 
a  field  of  turneps,  the  ewes  and  lambs  would  immediately 
attack  the  leaves  5  the  fattening  wethers  would,  for  the 
moft:  part,  prefer  the  apple  of  the  root  ;  and  the  ftore-flieep, 
not  being  nice,  would  indifcriminately  devour  both  leaf  and 
apple,  and  even  eat  the  leavings  of  either  of  the  others. . 

I  farther  informed  them,  that  I  had  frequently  obfeived, 
that  when  a  parcel  of  wethers  have  been  turned  into  a  piece 
of  turneps,  the  farmer,  thinking  to  have  no  wafte,  generally 
kept  them  in  till  they  have  eat  the  roots  clean  up.  But 
this  is  very  bad  hufbandry  ;  for,  after  the  wethers  bave^eat 
the  moft  delicious  and  fweet  part  of  the  root,  they  loathe 
the  reft,  which  is  generally  gntty,  diity,  and  fodde;;,  m- 
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fomuch  that  nothing,  but  abfolute  hunger,  will  tempt 
them  to  tafte  it.  In  this  period  they  pine,  and  lofe  fiefh  ; 
and  by  the  time  they  are  turned  into  a  frefti  bite  of  turneps, 
they  are  but4ittle  better  than  they  were  at  firft. 

The  a|)petite  of  a  beaft  that  is  fatteriing  (hould  'be 
temptedj;^  hBt  palled  and  tindoubtedly,  fuch  of  the  fbeep 
as  are 'm'bltTor ward  will  be  moft  delicate  ;  and*'this  delicacy, 
if  the^ farmer  is  wife^  he'^will  indulge,  as4t 'Will  eventually 
turn  out  to  his^advant^e.  - 

Thus, ^in  my  maniier  of‘=  feeding  turneps,  thd  ewes  come 
firft,  becaufe  they  prefer  the  leaves  ;  the  wethers  that  are 
to  be  fattened  follow,  and  make  the  moft  pure  and  fweet 
repaft  ;  and  the  ftore-flleep,  which  are  the  leaft^hice  of  any, 
come  iafl,  and  clear  off  the  remains  ;  at  leaf!,  as  much  of 
them  as  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to  eat  ;  for  1  do  not 
hold  it^gbod  to  oblige  them  to  eat  what  are  in  a  half  putre¬ 
fied  ^condition,  and  fodden  with  dung  and  flale. 

My  neighbours  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  my  reafons, 
and.  fo  well  convinced  by  what  they  faw,  that  they  are  de¬ 
termined  to  adopt  my  pradlice  ;  and  if  any  of  your  read¬ 
ers  fliouid*  be  of  the  fame  mind,  it  would  give  me  great 
pleafure,  as  I  cannot  feel  a  truer  joy  than  what  refults.from 
my  endeavours  to  be  of  fervice  to  my  fellow  creatures. 

‘  lam,  Gentlemen^  ^ 


Northampton, 
May  3,  1764, 


Yours,  isfe. 

Clericus. 


NUMBER  LXXL 
A'^LetUr  to  the  Editor refpeSfing  thi  making  of  Hay* 


Gen-tlemen,. 

the  hay  harveft  is  not  at  any  great  diflance,  per- 
nlit  me  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fuby^£i  of  hay¬ 
making* 


I  have 


ET  COMMERCiii^ii;.  233 
I  have  had,  for  thefe  forty  years  paft,  a  deal  of  expert* 
cnce  in  this  matter  ;  for  which  reafon,  what  I  fay  may, 
I  think,  be  depended  on.  * 

In  the  firft  place,  I  do  not  hold  it  good.to^et  grafs  ftand 
too  long  before  it  is  cut :  the  beft  time,  in  my  opinion,  to  be¬ 
gin  to  mow,  is  v/hen  the  plants  begin  to  blpllbm.  When 
they  are  in  this  ftate,  it  may  naturally  be  fuppofed  they  have 
attained  their  largeft  growth,,  and  are  fulleft  of  Tap,  there¬ 
fore  in  a  condition  of  making  good,  fweet,  nourilhing, 
hay.  If  the  plants  are  fuffered  to  ftand  longer,  till  the  feeds 
are  perfected,  the  ftalks  grow  hard,  fticky,  faplefs,  and 
chirky ;  and,  of  courfe,  fo  great  a  quantity  of-,noi^rifhing 
juice  cannot  be  concentrated  in  them. 

The  leaft  dangerous  way  of  making  hay  is  by  keeping  it 
almoft  all  the  time  it  is  in  the  field,  after  mowing,  in  grafs- 
*  cocks,  as  we  do  in  many  parts  of  this  large  county,  jl^hefe 
cocks  confift  of  about  two  or  three  forkfuls  each,  and  are 
often  turned,  though  very  feldom  fpread,  unlefs  there  is  a 
certainty  that  no  rain  will  fall  till  they  ^an  be  qiade  up 
again. 

I  know  this  method  will  be  objected  to,  as  being  flow  ; 
but  the  furenefs  of  it  makes  full  amends :  befides,  thehay 
is  better  than  that  made  in  the  common  way,  unlefs  the 
weather  happens  to  be  very  temperate  and  fine :  if  the  wea¬ 
ther  is  fultry,  and  the  fun  fhines  very  hot,  in  thp  cqm mo ti 
way,  the  Tap,  or  juices,  of  the  plant,  evaporates  too  hafliiy, 
and  the  ftalk  becomes  brittle,  and  contains  no  nourifiiment  ; 
and  in  rainy  weather.  In  the  common  way,  the  hay  is,  foon 
fpoiled  :  on  the  contrary,  in  the  way  I  recommend,  viz, 
grafs-cocking,  in  rainy  weather  it  does  not  take  nearly  fo 
much  damage,  nay,  none  at  all,  unk-Cs  the  rain  is  heavy 
and  of  long  continuance  ;  and  in  the  very  hot  fultVy  fun- 
fliining  weather,  the  fun  has  only  power  to  dry  to  a  pro¬ 
per  degree,  and  hay  the  grafs,  withotit  evapdra'ting  too 
much  of  its  juices,  or  making- it?  brittle  and  heartlefs/-^ 
i  In  the  neighbourhood  ofrvLoudon>,  the  fecond  qlrop,  or 
aftermath,  when  made  into  hay,  is  of  value:  bpt.jti  hay¬ 
ing  this  crop,  fo  as  to  make  it  fell  well,  there  is  great 

nicety. 
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nicety.  The  nature  of  the  aftermath-grafs  is  more  foft, 
rpungy,  and  porous,  than  the  firft  growth :  it  is  therefore 
more  liable  to  be  hurt  by  rain. 

I  have  two  ways  of  haying  my  aftermath.  If  I  can,  I  get 
it  in  when  the  weather  is  fine,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
after  making  it  in  giafs-cocks  as  above  mentioned  \  and 
when  this  is  the  cafe,  it  afTumes  the  colour  of  fine  green  tea, 
and  is  almoft  as  fragrant;  and  thefe  qualities  recommend  it 
at  market..  But  if  I  find  I  cannot  get  it  in  To  fine  as  I  could 
W'ifh,  owing  to  the  ficklenefs  of  ti)^  weather,  I  then  take 
care  to  inn  it  before  it  is  quite  made  ;  or,  if  it  happens  by 
any  accident  to  be  over  dry,  I  cart  it  in  the  morning  earl/, 
whilll  it  is  yet  damp  with  the  dews,  and  ftack  it  forthwith  :  • 
I  take,  however,  the  precaution  of  making  proper  vents  or 
air-channels  in  difFerent  parts  of  the  ftack,  left  it  fiiould 
fuddenly  fire:  the  hay  ftacked  in  this  damp  ftate  is  always 
mow-burnt,  which  I  always  intend  it  ftiould  be  to  a  certain 
degree,  as  1  am  convinced,  and  fb  are  many  who  purchafe 
of  me,  that  horfes,  in  general,  will  thrive  better  on  ihis 
hay  than  on  that  which  is  inned  in  the  fineft  order.  By 
this  fimple  management  a  rainy  hay-feafon  does  me  lefs  da¬ 
mage  than  moft  of  my  neighbours. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  this  county,  many  are  of  the 
Erne  opinion  as  I  am  in  this  refpedi,  and  chufe  to  have  all 
the  hay,  they  intend  for  their  own  ufe,  mow-burnt  ;  and 
their  horfes  prefer  it  before  any  other,  feemingly  better,  hay. 

I  have  found  it  of  great  ufe  to  beftow  a  watering  on  my 
fields,  by  means  of  water-trunks,  immediately  after  my- 
firft  crop  of  hay  is  got  off.  This  brings  the  plant  forwar.d, 
and  makes  the  graft  much  fooner  readj^  to  cut  than  it  would 
be,  fhould  this  very  inconfiderable  expence  be  g'udged  1 
call  the  expence  inconfiderable,  becaufe,  were  not  my 
horfes  employed  in  this  work,  after  my  firft  crop  is  inned, 
they  would  probably  ftand  idle^  unleft  I  chofe  to  fend  carts  - 
empty  to  London  for  dung,  which  I  Eme'i’rs'i's  do. 

I  mufi,  however,  before  I  conclude,  obferve,  that' when 
I  ftack  my  hay  undermade,  with  an  intent  that  it  ftioutd 
be  moW'burnt,  I  am  forced  to  watch  it  conftantly,  fte 
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th^t  it  does  not  heat  too  much,  fo  as  either  to  rot  or  fire  ; 
and  1  eafily  know  the  ftate  it  is  in,  by  tirft  running  my 
arm,  as  far  as  1  can,  into  the  ftack,  and  afterwards  a  pole, 
or  hedge-ftake,  a  few  feet  long  :  if  1  find  it  inclinable  to 
be  too  hot,  I  make  more  vents  for 'the  air,  by  thrufting  it 
through  the  ftack  in  various  places ;  but  if  this  remedy  is 
not  fufEcient,  and  the  weather  is  not  rainy,  I  generally 
employ  a  number  of  hands,  v/ho  unmake  the  ftack  and 
.make  it  up  again  afrefti :  and  this  always  anfwers,  as  it 

cannot  fettle  fo  clofe  as  it  did  at  firft  ;  therefore  the  co©i 

♦  _  .  -  ■  . 

air  has  a  freer  paftage.  I  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant. 

Near  Epping,  Eftex,  .  A  Farmer. 

,  May  10,  1764. 


NUMBER  LXXII. 

A  Letter  from  a  Vale  Farmer  to  the  Editors^  on  the 
Difadvantages  of  plowing  in  StubbU, 


Gentlemen, 

I  Have  feen,  in  your  collerftion,  feveral  arguments  for 
and  againft  plowing  in  wheat  ftubble.  I  fball  not  pre¬ 
fume  to  give  you  my  opinion  on  this  fubjetSf  ;  but  in  order 
to  explain  it  a  little,  I  will  venture,  in  a  fhort  compa  s,  to 
defcribe  to  you  our  praclice. 

We  are  far  from  being  advocates  for  plowing  in  ftubble  ; 
yet  our  land  is  not  light,  but  the  contrary,  and  bears  as 
good  crops  of  wheat  as  any  in  the  kingdom. 

As  our  foil  is  not  light,  it  agrees  very  well  with 
horfe-beans,  which  we  frequently  fow  after  wheat;  bu  if 
ever  we  let  the  ftubble  remain  uncut  till  bean-feafon,  and 
plow  it  in,  the  confequences  are  fureiy  fatal;  it  caufes  the 
earth  to  lie  hollow ;  the  bean  plants  to  fall  down  ;  the 
fun  and  air  get  at  the  r^ots,  and  present  the  plant  thri vino-  ; 

and 
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and  the  crop  is  always  very  greatly  lefTcned  :  faefides,  the 
flubble,  which  with  us  is  very  ftrong,  clogs  the  plow- 
fhare,  and  gathers  up  in  clods,  which  are  a  fure  and  a  fatal 
(belter  for  many  noxious  infec^ls. 

Thefe  fa£ts, .  which  every  vale-farmer  is  well  acquainted 
with,  induce  us  always  to  mow  our  ftubbles,  which  we 
apply  to  many  and  various  ufts :  if  it  is  long,  it  ferves 
very  well  for  thatching  :  we  litter  our  yards,  (fables,  and 
cow-houfes  with  it  for  making  dung  ;  we  ufe  it  for 
drying  malt ;  and  a  great  deal  is  burnt  by  the  poor  cottagers, 
for  warming  themfelves  in  winter,  drefling  their  vidfuals, 
baking,  brewing, 

Thefe,  gentlemen,  are  fa61:8,  not  arguments  *  :  the 
firft,  my  memory  and  experience  enable  me  to  fend  you^ 
the  laft,  I  might  poffibly  be  deficient  in,  as  I  had  not  an 
univerfity  education.  I  have  been,  for  many  months, 

t 

G^NTtl^MErr, 

Your  reader  and  admirer. 

Near  Aylefijury,  Bucks, 

May  4,  1764.  A  Vale  Farmer. 

•  We  (hould  be  glad  if  this  honell  farmer  would  favour  us 
frequently  with  his  letters,  as  cne  fa^  is  nvortb  a  dozen  argM- 
mentSy  particularly  in  what  relates  to  agriculture.  N. 


“  >  t 


Mufeum  Rufticum^ 


For  JUNE,  1764. 


VOLUME  the  SECOND. 


.  NUMBER  LXXIir. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  containing  fome  valuable 

periments  and  Vbfervatlons  in  the  Art  of  Bleaching. 

» 

4 

Gentlemen,  -  -  ‘ 

OUR  colletSlion  ferving  as  a  record  of  fl^ctches 
for  imprbvements,  without  the  regular  form  of  a 
treatife,  or  effay,  I  fend  you  fome  uncon nebfed 
thoughts  on  bleaching. 

The  experiments  mentioned  in  them  were  made  before 
Dr.  Home’s  moft  ingenious  and  accurate  performance  on 
that  fubjetSl  appeared  ;  and  being  on  fomewhat  of  a  different 
principle,  they  may,  perhaps,  afford  hints  to  thofe  who 
have  opportunities  of  profecuting  that  fubjedf 

Vo.L.  II.  No.  10.  I  i  Though 

*  We  cannot  enough  thank  this  correfpondent  for  the  favour 
of  his  letter  ;  we  hope  to  hear  often  froni  him,  and  that  other 
manufafturers  will  follow  his  laudable  example,  by  communi¬ 
cating  to  us,  for  the  good  of  the  public,  the  obfervations  they 
have  from  time  to  time  made  in  their  refpeclive  branches,  as  we 
flatter  ourfelves,  that  it  would  tend  greatly  to  the  improvement 
of  many  valuable  departments  of  trade.  A.  E. 
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Though  there  is  not,  perhaps,  one  article  of  greater  im¬ 
portance  to  the  goodnefs  of  flax,  than  the  proper  manner  of 
watering  the  lint^  I  do  not  knqw  of  any  experiments  which 
afeertain  the  befl:  method  of  performing  it. 

The  purpofe  of  watering  lint  is,  by  means  of  a  due  degree 
of  putrefaction,  to  deftroy  the  fucculent  tender  fibres, 
which  cover  the  flax,  and  conneCt  it  with  the  reed. 

The  time  neceffary  to  bring  on  this  due  degree  of  putre¬ 
faction  depends  greatly  on  the  weather,  efpecially  as  to 
heat  and  cold  ;  and  the  degree  fhould  be  proportioned  to  the 
age  or  ftrength  of  the  lint.  Thus  the  degree  neceflTary  for 
lint  pulled  before  it  is  ripe  would  not  loofen  the  flax  on 
lint  which  had  flood  till  the  feed  was  perfectly  ripe;  and  the 
degree  neceffary  in  the  latter  cafe  would  deflroy  great  part 
of  the  yet  tender  fibres  in  the  firft. 

Confidering  the  tendernefs  of  the  fine  flender  fibres  of  the 
flax,  a  very  fmali  encreafe  of  the  degree  of  putrefaCtion 
may  do  much  hurt ;  not  only  as  it  may  deflroy  the  texture 
of  the  finefl  fibres  of  the  flax,  but  alfo  as  it  may  fo  far 
corrupt,  or  vitiate,  the  native  oil  of  the  plant,  (on  which 
the  duration  of  the  flax  depends)  as  that  it  may  either  be 
waflred  away  in  bleaching,  or,  as  is  the  cafe  in  all  putrid 
'  oils,  be  turned  fo  black,  that  it  is  afterwards  brought  to  a 
good  colour  with  the  greateft  difficulty. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  uncertainties  and  inconveniencies  at¬ 
tending  the  ufual  method  of  performing  this  operation,  it  is 
the  practice  in  fome  countries  to  fpread  their  lint  on  the 
grafs,  inftead  of  watering  it. 

As  the  lint  is  pulled  early  in  the  autumn,  when  fpread  on 
the  grafs,  and  kept  conflantly  wet,  the  grafs  fopn  fprings  up 
through  it,  and  not  only  fhelters  it  from  drought,  but  keeps 
it  in  a  kind  of  warm  infufion,  which  foon  brings  on  the 
degree  of  putrefaCtion  proper  to  diflblve  the  cohefion  of  the 
parts  neceffary  to  be  loofened,  without  vitiating  the  native 
oily  or  even  hurting  the  texture  of  the  tender  fine  fibres  of 
the  flax. 

The  lint,  thus  fpread,  being  eafily  come  at,  we  may 
know,  wdth  great  certainty,  when  the  flax  is  fufiici- 

ently 
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ently  loofened  from  all  its  adhering  membranes,  and  from 
the  reed. 

Chemiftry  evinces  what  mufl:  be  taken  for  granted  here, 
viz.  That  there  is  in  vegetables  an  oil,  to  which  they  chiefly 
owe  their  duration  and  ftability,  and  which  is  feparated  from 
them  with  great  difficulty ;  and  that  when  vegetables  are 
deprived  of  this  oil,  they  eafily  moulder  into  duft,  being 
more  or  lefs  lading,  as  they  abound  more  or  lefs  with 
this  oil. 

It  will  be  here  proper  to  enquire,  what  effedls  the  fuh- 
ftances  generally  ufed  in  bleaching  maybe  fuppofed  to  have  on 
this  oil  in  flax;  and  how  far,  in  the  prefent  way  of  managing 
them,  due  care  is  taken  not  to  deftroy  the  oil,  on  the  pre- 
fervation  of  which  the  duration  of  linen  fo  much  depends. 

The  fixed  alkaline  fait  of  plants  (pot-ajh)  is  a  fubftance 
much  employed  in  bleaching.  This  may  have  taken  its  rife 
from  the  following  obfervation. 

Take  two  parcels  of  any  vegetable,  and  boil  one  in  water 
in  which  a  fixed  alkali  is  difiblved,  and  the  other  in  water 
only,  the  water  in  which  the  alkali  is  will  be  much  higher 
coloured  than  the  other ;  therefore,  concluded  they,  the 
alkali  affifts  greatly  in  feparating  the  impurities,  or  what  elfe 
is  neceffary  to  be  taken  away,  before  the  linen  acquires  its 
proper  colour. 

We  may  doubt  the  inference  here  drawn,  becaufe  it  will 
be  found  upon  trial,  that  add  an  equal  quantity  ©f  the  alkali 
to  the  other  water,  in  which  the  vege^able  only  was  boiled, 
even  after  the  vegetable  boiled  in  it  is  taken  out  of  it,  the 
water  will  almoft  inftantaneoufly  become  nearly  as  high 
coloured  as  the  water  in  which  the  alkali  was  originally 
<iiflrolved. 

The  high  colour  feems  hence  to  be  owing  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  efFe6t  of  the  alkali  on  the  oil  mixed  with  the  water  :  its 
fharp  points,  perhaps,  entering  into,  or  uniting  with,  the 
oil,  deftroy  its  tranfparency,  and  thereby  render  the  water 
lefs  pervious  to  the  rays  of  light,  or,  in  other  words,  high 
coloured.  Soajj  is  an  inftance  of  the  intimate  union  of 

I  i  2  this 
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this  fait  wkh  oil,  in  which  the  very  nature  of  the  oil  fetms 
to  be  loft. 

There  is  in  all  vegetable  bodies  a  native  acid  united  with 
their  oil,  which,  perhaps,  tends  to  the  long  lading  of  the 
fubjedf.  This  acid  muft  be  deftroyed  by  an  alkali,  which, 
entering  In  its  place,  destroys  the  tenacity  of  the  oil.  The 
too  free  ufe  of  it  would  hence  feem  hurtful ;  and  appears 
more  probable  from  the  condition  of,  for  inftance,  ftax  or 
linen  boiled  in  a  ftrong  alkaline  lye,  for  when  dried  they 
feel  harfli  and  rough,  to  remedy  which,  it  is  found  neceflary 
in  bleaching  to  fteep  the  linen  in  mild  oily  fubftances, 
fuch  as  milk,  cow  dung,  tife.  which  again  reftore  a  fmooth 
furface. 

Soap  is  the  next  fubftance  ufed,  in  the  moft  confiderable 
quantity,  in  bleaching.  By  the  woolly  appearance  on  the 
furface  of  linen  boiled  in  a  ftrong  folution  of  it,  there  may 
be  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  oil  in  the  foap,  uniting  with 
the  native  oil  of  the  Hax,  may  c^rry  ofF  fome  of  the  latter. 

Though  the  ufe  of  lime  is  forbid  in  bleaching,  I  furpedled 
that  the  hurt  it  had  done  might  be  owing  to  an  injudicious 
ufe  of  it.  Thus,  when  ufed  in  fubftance,  it  adfs  as  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  the  fmalleft  knives,  cutting  the  fibres  of 
the  flax  whenever  ap  external  force  preflTes  them  againft  each 
other  :  being  of  very  minute  particles,  it  is  not  eafily  wafhed 
out  of  the  linen,  where  continuing  of  a  calcarious  nature, 
the  ufe  of  it  is  detedled  by  lemon  juice. 

N^ext  to  thefe,  the  influence  of  the  water,  dews,  and  air, 
feems  to  be  the  moft  relied  upon.  Water  and  air  feem  to 
be  more  peculiarly  favourable  to  bleaching  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  fpring,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  hammer. 

The  reafon  of  this  may  be,  that  the  furface  of  the  earth 
being  locked  up  by  the  cold  and  froft  during  the  winter,  the 
mineral  vapours  are,  as  it  were,  imprifoned  in  its  bowels  j 
and  thofe  vapours,  being  fet  at  liberty  by  the  heat  of  the  fun, 
as  the  fpring  advances,  rife  into  the  air  in  abundance. 

The  vegetable  kingdom  is  at  this  feafon  full  of  thin  acid 
juices,  part  of  which  undoubtedly  tranfpire,  together  with 

the 
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the  watery  exhalations  then  fent  out  by  them.  Neither 
animals  nor  vegetables  yet  putrefy  in  fufficient  quantity  to 
afford  volatile  alkali  to  counterbalance,  or  neutralize,  thefe 
acid  vapours. 

That  this  vague  acid  in  the  air  contributes  confiderably  to 
the  bleaching  of  linen,  Teems  probable,  becaufe  bleaching  is 
carried  on  with  lefs  Tuccefs  in  the  autumn,  when  the  great 
quantity  of  volatile  alkali  ariling  at  that  time  from  the  almoft 
infinite  number  of  dead  animals  and  putrid  vegetables.  Toon 
reduces  this  acid  to  a  neutral  ffate. 

Led  by  fuch  reafoning,  I  attempted  to  imitate  nature,*  in 
the  ufe  of  a  mild  acid.  All  the  mineral  acids,  as  prepared 
by  art.  Teemed  too  ffrong.  As  I  could  not  conveniently 
procure  a  choice  of  vegetable  acids,  I  made  ufe  of  tartar ; 
but  as  only  a  fmall  quantity  of  tartar  remains  diflblved  in 
water,  unlefs  it  is  rendered  more  foluble  by  the  addition  of 
a  fixed  alkali,  1  added  to  a  folution  of  it  in  boiling  water 
Tome  pot-afli,  but  in  To  fmall  a  quantity  as  not  to  deftroy 
its  acid. 

In  this  folution  I  put  Tome  flax,  which  I  boiled  in  it  next 
day  ;  and  after  wafhing  the  flax,  I  put  one  half  of  it  into 
the  fame  kind  of  lye  ;  it  looked  rather  brighter  upon  being 
immerfed  therein.  I  put  the  other  half  into  a  folution  of 
pot-afh  :  the  water  became  immediately  browm. 

After  ftanding  in  infufion  for  two  days,  I  boiled  each  in 
its  own  lye.  When  both  were  wafhed  clean,  the  flax  boiled 
in  the  pot-afli  had  not  To  foft  a  feel,  nor  the  bright  finning 
colour,  that  the  other  had.  I  then  boiled  each  feparately 
in  a  ffrong  folution  of  foap,  I  repeated  thefe  operations  four 
times,  when  the  flax,  at  flrff  black  and  hard,  became  con¬ 
fiderably  whitened,  and  extremely  foft.  It  flood  the  heckle 
much  better  than  I  expected  ;  and  the  tow  was  as  foft  and 
fine  almoff  as  cotton,  though  the  fibres  remained  of  a  good 
length. 

My  motive  for  ufing  flax,  inffead  of  linen,  in  this  expe¬ 
riment,  wasj  to  try  whetheo*  the  flax  could  be  thus  treated, 
and  be  afterwards  dried,  fo  as  to  bear  the  heckle;  for  if  it 
^.o^ld,  many  particles  might  be  thus  ioofened  from  the  flax, 

which 
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which  might  otherwife  have  adhered  even  till  it  was  fpuii 
and  wove,  but  which  would  afterwards  be  loft  in  the  bleach¬ 
ing,  to  the  great  weakening  of  the  cloth. 

I  obferved  very  little  difference  in  the  whitenefs  of  the 
flax,  after  being  boiled  in  a  foap  lye.  This  made  me  fuf- 
pecft,  that  fcarce  any  other  advantage  arifes  from  the  ufe  of 
foap  in  bleaching,  than  carrying  ofF  what  was  partly  fepa- 
rated  by  the  other  lyes.  Thus,  in  common  ufe,  it  readily 
carries  off  any  filth  with  which  linen  has  been  fullied  ;  but 
if  the  linen  is  put  in  wear  before  it  is  fufficlently  bleached, 
its  being  often  wafhed,  even  boiled  in  foap  during  wear,  does 
not  whiten  it  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  frequency  of  its 
'  being  wafhed  and  boiled.  The  flax  had  always  a  woollinels 
on  its  furface,  after  being  boiled  in  foap. 

That  I  might  with  greater  certainty  afcertain  the  effecls 
of  pot-afh,  lime-water,  foap,  and  tartar,  I  divided  a  piece 
of  unbleached  linen  into  eight  parts,  weighed  each  exadly, 
numbered  them,  and  kept  a  regifter  of  their  degrees  of 
whitenefs,  and  lofs  of  weight.  I  boiled  each  number  con- 
ftantly  in  its  own  lye,  infufing  it  two  or  three  days 
between  each  boiling  in  the  lye,  in  which  it  was  afterwards 
boiled. 

After  repeating  thefe  operations  fix  times  on  each  number, 
they  appeared  as  follows. 

No.  I.  In  afolution  of  potafh  and  cremor-tartar,  as  men¬ 
tioned  before,  the  linen  had  fcarce  loft  any  of  its  weight, 
and  was  confiderably  whitened. 

No.  II.  In  the  fame  folution,  but  between  each  boiling, 
the  linen  was  wafhed,  and  boiled  in  a  folution  of  foap.  A 
great  deal  of  rubbing,  and  expence  in  foap,  was  neceffary 
to  raife  a  lather.  This  number  was  rather  whiter  than  the 
former,  but  not  proportioned  to  the  expence.  It  had  loft 
in  the  proportion  of  twenty  grains  in  an  ounce. 

No.  III.  In  a  folution  of  cremor-tartar  in  lime  water,  fo 
as  to  render  it  fomewhat  acid.  This  was  nearly  the  fame 
with  Numb.  I.  rather  whiter,  and  fcarcely  diminifhed  in 
weight. 


No.  IV. 
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No.  IV.  In  the  fame  folution,  and  Created  as  Numb.  II. 
and  with  like  fuccefs. 

No.  V.  In  a  folution  of  pot-afh  in  water.  This  was 
whiter  than  any  of  the  former,  but  had  loft  in  weight  about 
fifty  grains  in  an  ounce. 

No.  VI.  In  the  fame  folution,  and  treated  as  Numb.  II. 
This  was  ftill  whiter,  and  loft  fixty  grains. 

No.  VII.  In  lime-water.  Whiter  that  Numb.  V.  and 
loft  forty  grains  in  an  ounce. 

No.  Vlil.  In  the  fame,  and  treated  as  Numb,  II.  In 
other  refpe(fts  as  Numb.  VI. 

The  four  firft  numbers  were  confiderably  contracted  in 
length  and  breadth,  and  felt  rather  ftronger  and  thicker  than 
before.  The  four  laft  felt  loofe,  fo  that  the  threads  might 
be  drawn  out  with  eafe.  When  compared  with  the  former 
numbers,  they  appeared  like  the  fame  cloth  quite  worn  out, 
yet  the  threads  were  not  rotten,  nor  proportionably  weaker. 

T'he  lofs  of  fubftance  in  the  four  laft  numbers  was 
chiefly  in  the  firft,  and  partly  in  the  fecond  boiling.  Does 
not  this  point  out  the  importance  of  boiling  the  flax  in  fome 
proper  lye,  by  which  the  particles,  thus  loft,  may  be  car¬ 
ried  off  before  the  flax  is  fpun  ?  The  linen  will  be  thereby 
rendered  ftronger,  more  durable,  as  well  as  more  equal, 
■and  more  pleafing  to  the  eye. 

The  tow  of  the  flax  which  I  boiled  might  be  applied  to 
*  much  better  purpofes  than  tow  ufually  is  5  and  the  coarfef 
cloth  into  which  it  is  now  worked  might  be  made  of  hemp, 
which,  being  ftronger,  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  better. 

My  bufinefs,  at  the  time  of  making  thefe  experiments, 
neceffarily  confined  me  to  the  heart  of  this  great  city,  in 
which  there  are  fo  many  fires  conftantly  burning,  that  the 
air  is  always  loaded  with  much  fmoaky  matter.  This  mat¬ 
ter  falls  thick  in  little  particles  called  blacks,  efpecially  be¬ 
fore  rains,  and  with  dews:  I  was  therefore  deprived  of  thefe 
means  of  bleaching.  « 

Yours, 


N  U  M- 
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NUMBER  LXXIV. 

¥ 

Hem^rks  on  Mowing  of  Wheat  in  the  Wolds^  Stacking  of  it^ 
Titling  their  Ground  for  ity  See,  from  the  Rev,  Mr, 
Coniber  to  the  Editors, 

,  ^  Laudato  ingentia  rura  : 

Exiguum  colit 0,  - -  - - -  Virg. 

Gentlemen, 

Being  defirous  to  gWe  you  as  complete  an  account 
as  poflible  of  the  mowing  of  wheat  on  the  ivolds^^  I 
have  very  lately  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  converfe  with  fome 
very  fenfible  and  experienced  farmers,  horn  and  bred  there  ; 
and  have  added  fome  things  relative  to  the  management  of 
wheat  and  wheat  land,  which  I  learned  from  them,  and  ap¬ 
prehend  you  willing  to  learn  from  me. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  find  that  the  farmers  on  the  wolds 
have  an  advantage  in  mowing  of  wheat  over  us  in  general 
in  this  part  of  the  North  Riding  *,  their  foil  being  a  finer 
loam,  whereas  ours  is  a  flronger  clay,  in  confequence 
whereof,  their  wheat  ftraw  is  finer  and  tenderer  by  much 
than  ours,  and  yields  better  to  the  feythe  than  ours  would, 
which  being  flronger  mufl  cut  harfher,  and  require  more 
ftrength,  and  a  feythe  more  frequently  fltarpened. 

In  the  fecond  place,  I  learn  that  the  ufual  work  of  a  good 
mower  of  wheat,  in  a  commonly-good  year,  is  full  two 
acres,  as  they  give  great  wages,  begin  foon,  and  end  late. 

.  Each  mower  has  a  gatherer ;  and  a  good  binder  will 
follow  two  gatherers.  Hence  it  appears,  that  more  work 
is  done  by  fewer  hands  in  the  mowing  of  wheat  on  the 
wolds  than  in  France  (according  to  your  correfpondent 
Y.  Z.)  by  the  mowers;  at  the  fame  time  that  each  mower 
has. fewer  followers  in  France  than  on  the  wolds,  viz,  only 
one,  who  is  called  a  hinder^  but  mufl  be  underflood  to  be 
gatherer  and  binder  too,  or  elfe  the  expence  of  mowing  in 
France  is  unfairly  ilatccl.  See  Vol.  IL  page  34. 


This 
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This,  however,  is  a  very  odd  circumftance,  fince  Mr. 
Y.  Z.  afl'ures  us,  that  the  binders  in  France  are  children  of 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  of  age,  old  women,  and  weak  men, 
Mr.  Y.  Z.  will  much  oblige  the  public  by  giving  an  ac-. 
count  of  this  odd  circumftance,  vi%.  Two  children  in 
France  being  able  to  gather  and  hind  after  two  mowers, 
and  three  flout  perfons  being  only  ju(l  able  to  do  this  work 
with  us. 

In  the  mean  time  I  account  for  this  difference  by  a 
fuppofal,  that  the  crops  in  France  are  much  lighter  than 
ours  ;  and  then  indeed  the  expence  will  be  much  greater 
with  refpe^l  to  the  crop  reaped.  And  if  this  fuppofal  be 
agreeable  to  fa6l,  as  I  dare  fay  it  is,  it  will  follow,  that  we 
cannot  conclude  any  thing  abfolutely  in'  favour  of  the 
French j  the  Hainaultj  or  Brabant  feythes,  as  they  may  be 
very  proper  where  ufed,  but  very  improper  for  our  much 
Wronger  crops. 

I  am  the  more  perfuaded,  gentlemen,  that  this  fuppofal 
is  founded  in  facEl,  becaufe  Mr.  Y.  Z.  fays,  that  a  good 
reaper  in  France  will  cut  fix-tenths  of  an  Englifh  acre  in 
a  day,’*  33*)  vvhereas  we  ufually  allow  three  reapers 
to  an  acre,  or  one  reaper  to  about  three  tenths,  little  more 
than  half  as  much.  Nor  does  Mr.  Y.  Z.  inform  us  how 
thefe  reapers  in  France  are  followed :  he  tells  us,  indeed, 
afterwards,  (in  the  fame  page)  that  ten  men  in  tw’enty 
days,  or  twenty  men  in  ten  days,  will  reap  one  hundred 
and  twelve  acres  of  wheat  with  the  fickle,  that  is,  not  two 
men  to  an  acre.  Now  if  thefe  do  all  the  work  gathering 
and  bindings  the  crop  mufl  be  very  thin  ;  and  if  they  do 
not,  the  expence  of  their  followers  fhould  have  been  men¬ 
tioned,  and  that  of  the  followers  of  the  mowers,  to  enable  us 
to  j  udge  of  the  different  expences. 

In  the  third  place,  I  learn  that  the  mowers  on  the  W’olds 
find  no  inconvenience  in  mowing  lands  raifed  with  high 
ridges,  to  carry  off  the  wet. 

They  have  ufually  what  they  call  four-fwathe  lands,  fo 
that  two  mowers  may  take  one  fide,  and  other  two  the 
other.  Their  fwathe  is  about  three  yards.  They  ufe  a 
VoL.  II.  N^.  10.  Kk  common 
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common  ftrong  grafs-fcyth^j  which  has  been  ufed  a  little,  to 
bring  her  to  an  edge. 

One  of  your  correfpondents  thought  the  ridges  of  lands 
an  objedlion  to  mowing  of  wheat  (Vol.  L  page  21).  I 
anfwered  that  objeflion  in  a  former  letter  to  you.  Another 
of  your  correfpondents  thinks  the  high  ridges  of  lands  an 
advantage  to  mowers  of  wheat  (fee  V*ol.  II.  page  34).  I 
cannot  fee  this  any  more  than  the  contrary. 

In  the  fourth  place,  I  learn  that  the  wolds  farmers  har¬ 
row  their  lands  fo  fine,  that  the  furface  is  perfedlly  level, 
and  the  mowers  often  go  within  an  inch  of  the  ground. 

In  the  fifth  place,  I  am  informed  that  their  gatherers 
and  binders  in  general  find  it  very  difficult  to  make  hand  feme 
fheaves,  the  heads  of  the  corn  lying  often  contrary  ways  y 
and  that  when  the  corn  is  laid  or  lodged  before  harveft,  by 
violent  rains,  they  ufe  the  fickle,  as  they  did  very 
generally  the  laft  feafon. 

In  the  fixth  place,  I  underftand  that  a  middling  crop  of 
wheat  on  an  acre  is  one  chaldron,  (or  four  quarters,  or 
thirty-two  bufhels)  their  bufiiel  being  perhaps  fomewhat 
better  than  the  Winchejler  fiandard,  as  our  bufiiel  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  confidcrably  better. 

In  the  feventh  place,  I  am  taught  that  they  have  fo  little 
grafs,  or  weed,  in  their  wheat,  that  though  they  mow  it, 
it  is  ufually  fit  for  the  flack  in  four  days. 

In  the  eighth  place,  I  learn  that  their  almofl-only  ma¬ 
nure  is  what  is  made  of  their  ftraw,  and  the  folding  of  their 
fiieep  on  the  fallow. 

Some  gentlemen  ^  have  built  lime  kilns,  and  given  lime, 
burnt  from  their  own  ftone,  to  their  tenants;  and  this  has 
been  laid  on  in  different  quantities,  but  feems  too  hot  for 
their  foil.  However,  they  own  to  me  that  they  believe, 
that  a  mixture  of  lime  and  Jiraw  manure^  or  lime  and  earthy 
might  do  well ;  but  having  great  fuccefs  in  their  prefent 
management,  they  care  not  to  change  it.  They  fomc- 

times 

*  Of  this  laudable  number  was  the  late  —  Sha’w,  Efq; 
owner  of  a  great  part  of  Bainton,  on  the  wolds.  Comb. 
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times  fow  hand  manure,  as  pigeons  dung,  ^c.  but  this  in 
no  great  quantities. 

In  the  ninth  place,  the  wolds  farmers  plough  their  fallows 
for  wheat  four  times.  The  firft  ploughing  is  betwixt  Can¬ 
dlemas  and  Lady-day;  and  the  main  difference  betwixt  the 
management  of  farmers  on  the  high  and  low  wolds  is,  that 
the  former  only  Jlightly  plough,  ov  ripple,  their  fallows  the  firft 
year,  fetting  in  their  plough  at  a  great  diftance  from  its  laft 
track ;  the  latter  plough  their  fallows  as  well  at  firjl  as  ever. 

The  fecond  ploughing  is  betwixt  Lady- day  and  May-day. 
They  lead  out  their  fold-garth  manure,  and  fcale,  or  fpread 
it  immediately  from  the  waggon,  and  then  fpllow  with  the 
plough. 

Having  finifhed  their  barley  feed  time,  they  begin  inftantly 
with  their  third  ploughing:  and  when  I  told  them,  that  I 
thought  they  gave  not  the  manure  time  enough  to  mellow 
with  the  earth  ploughed  on  to  it ;  they  anfwered,  that  if 
they  gave  it  more  time,  the  thiftles,  their  main  enemy, 
would  get  too  great  head.  If  a  man’s  ardors  (or  earings) 
be  confiderable,  he  will  not'finifh  before  'July, 

The  laft  ploughing  is  what  precedes  lowing.  The 
farmers  on  the  low  wolds  have  their  wheat  lands  in  fuch 
fine  order,  that  they  verily  believe  that  none  can  excel 
them;  and,  indeed,  their  circumftances  confidered,  or 
none  can. 

In  the  tenth  place,  though  they  breed  great  numbers  of 
oxen  to  eat  their  ftraw,  and  create  manure,  they  plough 
entirely  with  horfes.  When  I  exprefled  my  wonder  at 
this,  I  was  anfwered,  that  an  ox-draught  was  too  flow 
for  them.  They  can  plough  an  acre  and  a  half,  or  two 
acres,  in  a  day. 

Their  oxen  lead  out  their  manures,  and  lead  in  their 
corn,  and  do  nothing  elfe.  Their  roads  are  fo  bad  that 
they  cannot  carry  out  their  corn  to  market  in  waggons, 
but  on  horfe-back.  But  if  good  roads  were  once  made, 
though  at  confiderable  expence,  their  oxen  would  become 
far  more  valuable,  as  they  would  do  more  work,  and  the 
expence  of  working  their  land  be  much  lefs ;  horfes  with 
themfeldom  giving  much  money,  and  being  kept  better  than 

K  k  2  oxef 
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oxen  require.  If  oxen  be  a  flower  draught,  they  might 

afford  to  have  two  draughts  going  at  once. 

In  the  lafl  place,  I  learn  that  they  raife  their  corn  ftacks 
upon  bearers  of  wood  laid  acrofs  two  walls,  about  fix  or 
eight  foot  in  height,  and  about  three  foot  in  breadth  at  the 
bottom.  Thefe  walls  are  of  an  uncommon  conffrudfion, 
being  compofed  of  alternate  lays  of  clay  and  Jiraw^  though 
the  latter  much  lefs  coiifiderable  than  the  former,  Thefe, 
with  a  little  occafional  repairs,  will  lafl:  above  forty  years  : 
however,  they  fometimes  come  down,  with  great  Jefs  of 
corn  above,  and  of  cattle  underneath  them.  Thefe  walls 
alfo  harbour  rats  in  great  numbers  :  but  their  want  of  pro¬ 
per  flone  near  hand  occailons  the  continuation  of  them. 
However,  a  Staffordjhlre  farmer,  lately  come  among  them, 
has  raifed  pillars  of  brick,  covered  with  flags,  for  a  fupport 
of  their  flacks  3  and  they  feem  fomewhat  difpofed  to  follow 
his  example. 

This  fenfible  people  are  well  convinced  of  the  wafle  of 
ffraw,  the  fource  of  their  manure,  which  thatching  of  houfes 
occafions and  alfo  what  harbour  fuch  covering  gives  to  rats 
and  mice  ;  and  their  new  buildings  are  all  covered  with  tile, 
though  this  among  them  is  a  bad  commodity. 

If  the  fociety  for  encouragement  of  arts,  ^c,  fend  for 
mowers  of  wheat  from  the  wolds,  I  flaall  efleem  it  an 
honour  to  receive  and  execute  their  commands  3  and  am, 
to  them  and  you. 

Gentlemen, 

Eafl  Newton,  An  humble  fervant, 

April  16,  1764.  Thomas  Comber,  jun^. 

P,  S.  As  I  fhall  probably  never  write  more  to  you  upon 
the  fubjedl  of  wheat,  my  favourite  crop,  I  would  here  re¬ 
mark, 

*  We  cannot  enough  thank  Mr.  Comber  for  the  above  very 
valuable  piece,  and  could  wifh  our  other  correfpondents  would 
follow  his  laudable  example,  and  fend  us  accounts  of  the  flate 
of  agriculture  in  their  refpedive  neighbourhoods.  The  common 
methods  of  hufbandry  can  by  no  means  be  fo  much  improved 
as  by  a  communication  of  knowledge,  founded  on  experience, 
from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another  3  and  to  anfwer  this 
defirable  purpofe  is  our  work  calculated.  E. 
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mark,  that  great  judgment  is  required  to  know  when  it 
Ihould  be  Town  under ^  and  when  above  furrow^  as  the  for¬ 
mer  method  would,  in  fome  places,  bury^  and  in  the  latter 
Jtarve  it. 

April  18,.  1764, 


NUMBER  LXXV. 

Rejledflons  on  newly-propofed  Methods  of  Stacking  of  Wheat, 
and  of  preventing  the  Smut  in  Wheat ;  with  Cautions  rela¬ 
tive  to  Managing  of  Wheat  in  the  Field  in  a  wet  Seafon ; 
Feeding  of  it  down  with  Sheep ;  and  Sowing  of  Wheat  too 
thick.  With  a  Pojifcript^  about  the  amazing  Ufefulnefs 
of  Pigeons  to  procure  good  Crops  of  Wheat,  From  the 
fame  Gentleman, 

Gentlemen, 

I  Was  much  pleafed  with  the  titles  of  two  pieces  in  the 
firft  publication  towards  your  Second  Volume,  as  one 
promifed  a  prefervative  againji  rain  when  wheat  is  gathered  \ 
and  the  other,  a  cure  of  that  enemy  to  the  finenefs  of 
wheat  flour,  fmut.  But  on  perufal  of  the  pieces,  I  am 
afraid  that  neither  of  them  can  be  depended  on  as  very 
efficacious,  at  leaft,  as  not  attended  with  great  incon- 
veniencies. 

It  may  fecm  immaterial,  whether  we  call  your  corre- 
fpondent  Y.  Z’s  method  of  preferving  gathered  wheat  from 
rain,  with  him,  flacking^  or,,  as  Teems  much  more  proper, 
Jhocking^  or  fooking:  yet  there  is  indeed  a  very  material 
difference  ;  for  Jhocking^  or  Jiooking^  is  only  a  temporary 
prefervative,  yet  of  the  utmoft  confequence  in  a  rainy  or 
uncertain  feafon.  And  as  the  common  methods  of  ftackinp* 

O 

are  found  fufficient  prefervatives  againft  rain,  if  your  cor- 
refpondent  has  given  us  an  unexceptionable  method  of 
Jhocking^  or  Jiooking^  I  think  he  has  given  us  more 
than  he  promifed.  But  I  am  much  afraid  this  is  not 
the  cafe. 


He 
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He afTures'us,  indeed,  (page  35)  that  the  propofed  method 
will  prefervc  wheat,  without  any  danger  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  for  two  months  in  the  field.  Now,  as 
the  two  months  fucceeding  wheat  harvefi:  are  always  very 
hufy  ones  for  the  farmer,  and  often  very  wet^  if  this  afler- 
tion  be  well  founded  in  fadf,  it  is  a  great  acquifition  to 
agriculture.  But  as  we  know  nothing  of  the  fadl:,  gentle¬ 
men,  before  we  try  fo  dangerous  an  experiment  as  may  ruin 
a  great  part  of  a  fine  crop  of  wheat,  we  muff  examine  it 
on  the  foot  of'reafon  and  probability;  and  compare  it  with 
the  prefent  eftabliflied  method. 

As  your  correfpondent's  defcription  of  the  new  method  is 
very  fhort,  1  will  give  it  in  his  own  words,  efpecially  as 
the  Number  containing  his  defcription  may  not  be  at  the 
hand  of  every  reader  of  this  letter,  which  is  hardly  intelli¬ 
gible  without  it. 

“  They  fet  one  fheaf  upright,  with  the  ears  uppermofi; 
‘‘  and  round  that  they  place  a  circle  of  many  other  flieaves, 
with  the  ears  uppermoft,  inclining  on  the  firft  fheaf.  Then 
they  lay  an  horizontal  circle  of  Iheaves,  with  all  the  ears 
‘‘  in  the  centre,  and  they  cover  thofe  ears  in  the  middle 
‘‘  with  a  loofe  Jheaf  or  two.”  / 

It  is  to  be  wifhed  that  your  correfpondent  had  been  more  par¬ 
ticular  in  his  account.  He  does  not  tell  us  whether  this  ftack, 
as  he  calls  it,  is  made  immediately  after  the  wheat  is  gathered, 
or  after  it  has  had  field  room  in  fome  other  manner,  though 
this  circumftance  is  very  material  towards  a  right  judgment 
of  its  ufefulnefs^  and  even  of  the  expedition.  He  does  not 
tell  us,  whether  by  a  circle  of  fnany  other  fheaves  he  means 
a  circle  of  one  row  of  fheaves,  or  of  more,  though  this  cir¬ 
cumftance  too  is  very  material. 

I  will  now  give  a  Jhort^  but,  I  hope,  fuff  dent  defcription 
of  the  method  of  (looking  ufed  in  Torkjhire^  Sic. 

Ten  fheaves  are  difpofed  in  tvjo  rows,  each  row  leaning 
againft  the  other:  then  two  fheaves  are  laid  on  the  top, 
fo  as  to  meet  at  the  centre  with  their  tails,  and  to  dope 
downwards.” 


Now 
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Now  to  compare  the  methods,  I  muft  obferve,  Firfl,  that 
in  your  correfpondent’s  the  fiieaves  appear  to  be  fet  fo  clofe 
as  to  exclude  a  free  courfe  of  air,  moft  eflential  to  giv£y 
prefervBy  or  rejiorey  drynefs  to  corn  ;  whereas  in  ours,  the 
air  has  a  free  courfe,  whether  it  bear  againft  one  or  other 
end  of  the  ftook,  or  even  againft  either  fide  of  it. 

Secondly,  in  your  correfpondent’s  method,  only  fome  loofe 
ears  are  laid  as  a  cover  to  the  whole  ftook  ;  and  thofe  cannot 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  long  to  refift  the  beating  of  the  rain, 
but  to  tranfmit  it  to  all,  or  many  of  the  ears  below  them, 
which  they  are  fuppofed  to  cover :  and  if  we  conftder  what 
violent  winds  often  vifit  us  /«,  and  foon  after^  the  harveft, 
we  (hall  readily  allow,  that  thefe  loofe  ears  may  reafonably 
be  expecfted  to  be  blown  off,  and  become  no  cover ;  nay,  to 
be  blown  about  and  away^  and  often  totally  loji ;  whereas,  in 
our  method,  the  clofenefs  and  weight  of  two  of  the  beft 
fheaves  in  the  twelve  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  be  a 
good  cover,  and  to  continue  fo,  and  hardly  to  be  blown  off 
by  any  wind,  if  carefully  laid  on  j  at  leaft,  not  to  be  blown 
awayy  but  fo  as  foon  to  be  replaced. 

Thirdly,  the  flat  pofition  of  your  correfpondent’s  cover, 
muft  make  it  liable  extremely  to  receive  all  the  rain  that 
defcends,  and  tranfmit  it  to  what  lies  beneath  ;  whereas  the 
floping  pofition  of  our  cap  (heaves  neither  expofes  them  to 
receive  direSllyy  nor  to  retaiuy  nor  tranfmit  the  rain  to  the 
corn  below,  but  to  throw  it  off,  efpecially  as  the  tails  of  the 
fheaves,  in  which  the  draw  is  thickeft  and  ftrongeft,  re¬ 
ceive  the  moft  of  the  rain,  which  can  do  them  little  or  no 
harm,  and  efpecially  if  the  tails  of  thefe  (heaves  be  thruft 
clofely  together.  In  (hort,  gentlemen,  your  correfpondent’s 
method  feems  to  threaten  that  dreadful  malady,  mow-hurny 
whilft  ours  gives  the  corn  all  poflible  guard  againft  it,  viz, 
accefs  of  fun  and  wind. 

It  is  of  great  confequence,  gentlemen,  to  the  public,  as  well 
as  individuals,  to  guard  againft  every  fpecies  of  deftruffion  to 
fo  valuable  a  crop  as  wheat  is,  in  every  ftage,  but  more  efpe¬ 
cially  in  its  laft,  in  which  almoft  all  the  expence  is  over  : 
therefore,  Mr.  Y.  Z’s  afl'ercion,  that  his  method  of  flacking 
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is  adopted  in  Sujfex^  Surry^  Kenty  and  many  other  fouthern 
counties,  made  me  more  felicitous  to  examine  it ;  and 
fince,  on  a  fair  comparifon  with  our  Torkjhtre  method,  it 
appears  to  have  every  difadvantage,  I  perfuade  myfelf  I 
am  doing  my  duty  to  my  country  by  fhewing  to  many 
counties  a  much  better  method  than  that  which  they  have 
adopted. 

Your  namelefs  correfpondent  in  Vol.  11.  Numb.  lY, 
page  20)  lays  down  a  theory  of  fmuty  which  may,  gentle¬ 
men,  hQ  ingenious y  hut  is  furely  wry  precarious. 

That  too  long  a  detention  of  the  ear  in  the  hofe,  and  th$ 
plant’s  natural  humidityy  occafion  a  fermentation,  which  de- 
ftroys  all  the  fmall  veflels  by  which  the  corn  receives 
nourifhment ;  that  the  contents  hence  become  blacky  dryy 
uudi  dujiy  y  that  thefe  imbibe  moifture  to  make  them  burfl 
the  fkin ;  that  becoming  dry  agaiuy  they  yet  retain  fiery 
poifon  enough  to  fcorch  and  infe6i:  the  found  corn  by  the 
bloflbm,  are  mere  fuppofitions,  which  many  philofophers 
will  not  admit. 

Frujira  fit  per  plura  quod  fiat  per  pauciora,”  is  an  allowed 
axiom  of  found  philofophy.  Why  then,  gentlemen,  fhould 
we  not  rather  fuppofe  the  fmutty  ears  to  be  infedfed  diredlly 
by  fiery  mineral  particles  rifing  from  the  earth  into  the  air, 
than  adopt  your  namelefs  correfpondent’s  round-about 
method  ?  But  if  we  do  fo,  we  can  pay  no  regard  to  his 
practical  cure. 

He  does  not  tell  us,  that  he  has  tried  the  experiment  of 
gathering  the  blighted  earsy  and  found  it  fucceed,  by  his 
preventing  all  fmut  in  his  crop.  He  feems  rather  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  on  the  foot  of  probability  ;  whereas  he  ought  to 
have  told  us  all  the  circumftances  of  the  experiment,  if  he 
had  made  it ;  and  it  is  natural  to  believe,  that  he  would 
have  related  the  experiment  if  made.  But  I  muft  further 
tel!  this  gentleman,  that  if  he  had  gathered  the  blighted  earSy 
and  had  no  fmut  in  his  corn  that  year,  he  could  not  rightly 
conclude  from  this  experiment,  even  though  repeated 
with  fuccefs,  that  he  had  found  the  true  caufe ,  for 
rains,  might  prevent  the  fmut.  However,  if  gather- 
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ing  the  blighted  ears  in  one  flat  of  wheat,  and  leaving  them 
in  another  in  the  fame  year,  in  circumftances  feeming  equal, 
may  evince  the  gathering  of  thefe  blighted  ears  to  be  a 
praSiical  cure^  and  confequently  well  worth  the  labour,  yet 
we  mufl:  enquire  further,  whether  it  can  be  condudfed 
without  fuch  inconveniencies  as  over-balance  the  advan-. 
tage. 

He  orders  fome  perfon  to  go  along  every  furrow,  and 
with  his  hand  break  ofF,  and  carry  away,  in  a  bag,  every 
blighted  ear  when  jufl;  fpindled.  * 

Now  a  perfon  going  up  a  furrow  cannot  furely  with  his 
hand  reach  many  of  the  blighted  ears  towards  the  middle  o? 
the  land.  He  mufl:  then,  to  execute  your  namelefs  corre- 
fpondent’s  fcheme,  go  among  the  fpindled  corn  ;  and  hovy 
much  mifchief  he  mufl:  do  by  thus  going  amongfl:  it,  can- 
.  not  be  afcertained,  but  appears  likely  to  be  fo  great,  that  the 
remedy  may  be  worfe  than  the  difeafe, 

•  I  mufl  now,  gentlemen,  mention  fome  cautions  with 
regard  to  the  management  of  corn  whilfl:  it  Hands  in  the 
held. 

If  the  wheat  be  fully  ripe  when  cutten,  and  not  full  of 
grafs  or  weeds,  it  will  require  very  little  field-room,  efpeci- 
ally  if  it  be  put  into  a  barn,  and  that  have  proper  air¬ 
holes  ;  fo  that  the  firfl:  caution  fhould  be,  to  flack  wheat  as 
foon  as  ever  it  can  be  flacked  with  fafety. 

The  fecond  caution  may  be,  to  leave  the  cap^  or  top 
flieaves,  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  fun  and  air  all  the  day, 
while  we  lead  the  refl  to  the  barn  or  flack. 

The  third  is,  if  the  weather  has  been  very  wet,  whilfl 
the  corn  had  field-room,  to  loofe  the  bands  of  fuch  fheaves 
as  have  received  mofl  damage,  efpecia’ly  of  the  cap 
flieaves,  and  open  them  to  the  fun  and  air  before  they 
be  led.  By  this  means,  with  a  little  trouble,  the  leafl- 
dry  may  be  feparated  from  the  better  corn,  and  flacked  '  by 
itfelf. 

I  think,  gentlemen,  the  only  means  of  improving  our 
method  of  ftooking  to  as  great  perfedfion  as  the  nature  of 
the  thing  admits,  is,  to  had  out  a  cheap  and  ready  way  of 
VoL.  II.  No.  10.  El  connedling 
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conne^ling^  the  two  cap  (heaves,  which,  in  the  prefent 
Courfe,  fometimes  fall  off  by  the  weight  of  the  ears,  and  oc- 
cafion  great  lofs  in  the  ftook* 

I  think  it  no  difficulty  to  find  fuch,  and  dare  fay 
feveral  ways  will  fugged:  themfelves  fo  readily,  that  I 
need  not  fugged  one  or  two  which  juft  now  offer  them¬ 
felves  to  me. 

The  feeding  of  (hecp  in  fpring  on  the  fields  of  wheat  is 
con-fidered  by  many  fenfible  farmers  as  a  problematical  prac-- 
tice^  which  can  be  rightly  determined  only  by  an  accurate 
examination  of  all  circumftances.  / 

If  the  wheat  be  not  luxuriant^  or  not  well-rooted ;  if  the 
(heep  be  turned  on  to  it  in  too  great  numbers,  or  differed  to 
ftay  too  long  ;  if  dry  weather  for  a  confiderable  time  fuc- 
ceed  the  feeding,  the  crop  may  fuffer  greatly^  and  in  con¬ 
trary  circumftances  may  be  benefited  by  the  fheep,  efpecially 
as  their  feet  will  fettle  the  clods,  if  crumbly,  about  the 
roots,  and  their  dung,  urine,  and  even  lying,  warm  and 
enrich  the  foil. 

I  apprehend,  gentlemen,  that  fowing  of  much  feed  on 
wheat  land  is  a  very  general  fault  of  farmers,  and  their 
notion  that  this  thick  fowing  prevents  the  weeds,  often 
a  great  miftake.  The  thicker  the  young  plants  are,  the 
weaker,  and  the  more  power  the  weeds  wdll  have  to  over¬ 
top  the  corn. 

A  plant  of  wheat  requires  fo  much  nouriftiment  to  fill 
well  all  the  ears  which  may  fpring  from  it,  that  it  demands 
a  confiderable  circumference  of  foil  for  its  fupport;  and 
weeds  may  be  probably  prevented  by  good  tillage  before  the 
fowing,  or,  at  leaft,  by  care  afterw’ards  ;  nor  can  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  ho rfe  hoeing  hufbandry  fo  applicable  to  any  crop 
noblejl, 

I  am,  Gentlemei^, 

Eaft'Newton,  Your  conftant  correfpondent, 

April  14,  1764.  7"homas  Comber,  juu. 

P.  S.  Yefterday  a  gentleman,  near  eighty,  told  me  a 
ftory,  which  fo  plainly  proves  the  amazing  ufefulnefs  of 

pigeons. 
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pigeons,  not  only  by  their  dung^  but  even  by  thrir  devour¬ 
ing  faculty,  to  produce  a  good  wheat  crop  in  fome 
places,  that  I  mutt  think  it  well  worth  a  record  in  your 
Mufeum. 

Above  forty  years  ago  this  gentleman  coming  to  Tuxfordy 
in  Nottinghamfinre^  in  his  way  to,  or  from,  London^  afKed 
the  matter  of  the  inn  if  he  had  not  a  pigeon- pye,  as  ufual 
in  that  feafon;  Tuxford  being  as  famous  for  pigeons  as  for  a 
ttrong  clay,  and  its  produce,  wheat.  The  landlord  an- 
fwered,  that  the  farmers  being  perfuaded  that  every  pigeon 
eats  a  load  of  corn  in  a  year,  had  agreed  to  deftroy  their 
courts,  “  But,'*  added  he,  ‘‘  we  find,  that  without 
pigeons  we  can  grow  no  corn,  and  mutt  re-people  our 
courts  with  all  pottible  expedition.’^  The  gentleman 
being  curious  to  know  the  reafon,  the  landlord  continued, 
“  Our  foil  is  fo  full  of  the  feeds  of  ketlocks^  that  they 
“  now  overlhcot  and  deftroy  our  corn,  and  we  find  by  ex- 
perience  that  our  pigeons  preferred  thefe  feeds  to  any  corn 
“  whatever;  and  that  in  deftroying  of  our  pigeons  we  have 
“  run  a  great  rifque  to  deftroy  ourfelves.” 

’Tis  highly  probable,  that  the  feeds  of  many  other  weeds 
are  in  like  manner  preferred  by  pigeons  to  any  com,  juft 
as  cats  prefer  the  flefh  of  mice  to  any  other,  and,  that  in 
many  places  wefhould  have  much  better  crops  of  wheat, 
if  we  encouraged  pigeons  more. 

It  is  worth  the  while  to  try  in  what  degree  pigeons  are 
fond  of  feveral  feeds  of  weeds  ^  ;  and  in  particular,  how 
they  ftand  att'edled  to  the  feed  of  melliloty  which  gives  fo 
difagreeable  a  tafte  to  the  fineft  wheat,  as  to  render  it  in  a 
manner  uneatable,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  fo  fmall  as 
fcarcely  to  be  feparated  from  the  corn.  By  the  bye,  hov^T. 
cautious,  gentlemen,  fhould  the  farmer  be,  left,  iq  buying 
of  feed  wheat,  he  buy  the  feeds  of  weeds,  which  may  coft 
him  endlefs  pains  to  eradicate?  I  would  advife  every  one, 

L  1  2  before 

*  We  recommend  this  matter  to  the  confideration  of  our  in¬ 
genious  correfpondents,  E. 
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before  he*  fows  any  wheat,  to  ufe  fome  of  it  in  pud¬ 
dings,  as  well  as  in  bread,  and  to  engage  fome  perfon 
of  exquifite  tafte  to  give  his  opinion. 


April  17,  1764. 
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Refleiflons  on  JVheai^  as  Mowing,  Binding,  and  Shocking, 
of  it.  From  the  fame  Correfpondeni* 

Gentlemen, 

AS  wheat  is  a  mpfl  valuable  crop,  I  fhall  add  a  few 
mifcellaneous  reRedfions  upon  it. 

1.  In  note^  on  page  94  of  your  laft  month’s  publication, 
you  refer  to  a  method  of  flacking^  or  fooklng^  corn  in  tlie 
field,-  to  be  found  in  page  35  of  your  Second  Volume;  but 
I  have  already  fent  you  (fee  the  preceding  letter)  a  fair  ex- 
.amination  of  this  method,  by  which  it  will  appear  a  very 
dangerous  one.  . 

.  n.  Your  correfpondent.  An  old  EJfex  Farmer^  (in 
•Numb.  XXXIII.  page  107,  of  your  laft  month’s  publica¬ 
tion)  calls  the  Jhocking^  or  Jiooking’,  in  the  common  method, 
with  cap  fheaves,  2iverj  dangerous  method.  This  I  have, 
I  think,  (hewn  to  be  the  yet  invented  \  and  nothing 
which  this  gentleman-  has  advanced  induces  me  to  think  it 
dangerous. 

Indeed  he  owns,  that  ^Mf  the  fheaves  were  dry  when 
the  traves  were  fet  up  from  an  expedfation  of  its  raining, 
it  is  of  great  fervice  ;  but  if  the  fheaves  are  firft  fufFered 
to  be  wet,  ten  to  one  but  the  corn  fweais^  fprouts^  and 
V  rots^  by  being  fo  clofe  confined  from  the  adlion  of  the 
airv’’  Now  this  method  of  fhocking,  as  I  have  fhewn 
in  the,  paper  above  referred  to,  gives  the.freeft  eourfe  to. 
the  air  of  any  that  has  been  thought  of ;  nor  does  it  appear, 
that  any  can  be  invented,  in  which  the  corn  is  fo  little 
^onhnedj  or  fo  well  preferved  in  the  held  from  wet.  ■ '  That 

degree 


> 


*ET  CO  M  ME  R  Cl  ALE.  257 

degree  of  wet  which  will  happen  in  a  rainy  feafon  to  corn 
thus  fhocked  feems  unavoidable. 

III.  There  feems  to  be  one  difference  betwixt  the 
methods  of  fhocking  cenfured  by  your  correfpondent,  and 
recommended  by  me,  viz.  That  he  fuppofes  fix  (heaves 
en  a  fide,  and  two  to  cap  them  5  whereas  I  only  fuppofe 
five  on  each  fide,  fo  that  the  two  cap  (heaves  will  fully, 

^cover  all  the  reft. 

IV,  It  is  furprifing  that  your  experienced  correfpondent, 
after  he  has  owned  that  capping  the  (heaves  when  dry  is 
of  great  fervice,  (hould  add,  ‘‘  After  all,  I  am  apt  to  think 

that  it  is  full  as  ix/ell  not  to  cap  the  (hocks  j  for  if  the  rain 
is  not  v.ery  heavy  and  conftant  indeed,  the  ears,  provided 
they  do  not  touch  the  ground,  will  dry  nearly  as  fafl 
they  are  wetted.’"  ;  You  fee,  gentlemen,  that  your  cor¬ 
refpondent  fuppofes,  that  if  the  rain  is  not  very  heavy  and 
conjlanty  yet  the  ears  v/ill  dry  only  nearly  as  faft  as  they  are 
wetted  ;  confequently  that  they  will  wetter  than  if  they 
were  covered,  and  confequently  cannot  be  full  as  well  as  if 
they  were  covered.  -  .  . 

.  The  plain  truth  is,  though  the  rain  be  not  very  heavy  and 
eonfant^  yet  much  of  it  will  fink  into  the  (hocks  if  un^ 
covered,  far  below  their  furface,  and  indeed  below  the 
power  of  the  adion  of  fun  and  wind.  ■  ■ 

.  If  this  were  not  the  cafe,  can  your  correfpondent  teach 
his  readers  to  predi6i:  when  the  rain  will  not  be  very  heavy 
2SiA  rconfiant?  -purely  no.  x  What  then  muft  come  of 
thofe  farmers,  who,  perfuaded  by  him,  that  if  the  rain 
be  not  very  heavy  and  eonjiant^  their  uncovered  (hocks  will 
be  little  worfe^  leave  them  uncovered  when  the  rains  prove 
very  heavy  c&nflant  ?  ;  •  ! 

-  V.  As  to  his  method  of  unbinding  (lieaves  much  wetted, 
fpreading  and  drying  them  by  the  fun,  I  have  recom¬ 
mended  it  in  the  paper  above  mentioned  :  only  here  I  muft 
obferve,  that  in  my  method  fcarcely  any  but  the  cap  (heaves 
will  want  this  affiftance  ;  whereas  in  his  all  the  (heaves, 
beir>g  equally  uncovered,  will  equally  want  it  j  and  a 

^  ...  .  piece 
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piece  of  always  tedious^  and  often  impradiicahle  labour  it 
will  prove. 

VI.  If  yourcorrefpondent’s  method,  of  drying  on  a  malt- 
kiln  ears  of  wheat  much  wetted,  will  render  it  nearly^  and 
fometimes  quite  as  good  as  if  it  had  fufFered  no  rain,  it  is  an 
ufeful  difcovery,  for  which  he  certainly  deferves  the  thanks 
of  the  public.  But  two  great  abatements  of  its  ufefulnefs 
offer  themfelves :  one  is,  that  this  drying  appears  to  be  a 
mry  critical  operation,  as  a  too  quicky  or  too-long-continued 
fire  may  fpoil  the  tajie^  if  not  the  fuhftancey  of  the  corn  : 
and  the  other  is  ftill  worfe,  vi%.  That  however  fkilful 
an  operator  may  be,  few  farmers  can  either  have  malt-kilns 
of  their  own,  or  procure  thofe  of  others  for  this  operation, 
without  a  very  great  expence. 

VII.  One  of  you,  gentlemen,  thinks  that  the  foreign  me¬ 
thod  of  mowing  of  wheat  has  the  advantage  over  ours,  in  cafe 
the  corn  be  v/eedy,  becaufe  then  it  may  be  neceffary  to  let 
it  lie  in  wads  two  or  three  days  v/ithout  binding,  and  then 
more  than  one  attendant  on  each  mower  would  be  un- 
iieceffary.  (See  your  note  *  on  page  95  of  your  Second 
Volume.)  I  muft  be  allowed  with  candour  to  reflect  on  this 
note,  that  this  matter  is  not  fo  certain  as  you  apprehend  it. 
The  more  weeds  there  are  in  corn,  the  more  it  will 
Jzveat^  &c.  if  rain  fall  upon  it  when  cutten  ;  and,  therefore, 
though  I  allow  that  corn  will  require  more  field-room  in 
proportion  to  the  weeds  it  has  mingled  with  it,  I  cannot 
allow  that  it  is  always  prudent  to  give  it  this  field- room  in 
wads.  When  the^e  is  a  moral  certxiinty  of  fair  weather  for 
two  or  three  days,  and  the  corn  is  very  weedy,  I  would 
indeed  advife  rather  to  let  it  lie  expofed  to  fun  and  wind 
than  immediately  to  bind  it  5  otherwife,  I  would  have  it 
{looked  in  the  manner  recommended  in  my  paper  above 
mentioned,  for  thus  it  will  have  a  free  courfe  of  air  to 
dry  the  weeds,  and  be  in  a  great  meafure  preferved  from 
rain. 

Vin.  However,  even  in  the  cafe  of  the  corn’s  being 
very  weedy,  and  the  weather  very  fine,  there  is  a  method 

of 
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leanaging  it  preferable  either  to  immediate  binding  or  leaving 
it  expofed  two  or  three  days  to  the  chance  of  rain ;  and 
this  is,  to  employ  perfons  to  follow  the  mower,  and  fhake 
or  gather  out,  at  leajiwife^  all  the  large  weeds  3  for  thefe 
certainly,  by  their  fweat  in  the  mow  or  ftack,  greatly  pre¬ 
judice  the  colour,  and  probably  the  tajie  of  the  wheat ;  and 
ihefe  weeds  raked  together  will  eafily  become  manure  for 
the  foil  which  produced  them 

IX.  In  a  paper  addreffed  to  you,  gentlemen,  (fee  No. 
LXXIV.  of  this  Volume)  I  have  fhewn,  that  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  the  fmaller  attendance  required  by  foreign  mowers 
of  wheat  is  occafioned  by  the  greater  thinnels  of  their 
crops,  certainly  from  the  lefs  quantity  which  they  mow  ; 
fo  that  no  conclufion  in  favour  of  the  foreign  method  of 
mowing  of  wheat,  compared  with  our  domeflc,  can  be  fairly 
deduced  from  the  lefs  attendance  fuppofed  to  be  required 
by  the  former. 

X.  And  here,  gentlemen,  let  me  afk,  why  to  the  copy 
of  the  certificate  of  the  effedls  of  mowing  wheat  with 
the  Hainault  fey  the,  publifhed  in  your  Mujeum  for  laft 
month,  we  have  only  the  initials  of  names  ?  If  people 
defign  by  their  certificate  to  give  credit  to  a  fail,  they 
Ihould  furely  give  their  names and  initials  are  no  names. 
I  will  forbear  to  afk  fuch  queftions  on  this  occafion  as  the 
fa bje£t  naturally  fuggefts.  The  beft  we  can  fay  of  it 
is,  that  fuch  finking  of  names  was  an  inftance  of  falfe  mo~ 
clefiy  in  the  perfons  figning,  if  they  infilled  that  only  the 
initials  fhould  be  publiflied,  or  of  the  perfon,  who,  in 
order  to  this  publication,  thus  curtailed  them. 

XI.  I  am  aftonifhed  at  one  affertion  of  the  Northampton-^ 
/hire  farmers  in  this  certificate,  viz.  l"hat  when  they  threfh 
their  wheat,  they  untie  not  the  Iheaf. 

Every 

*  We  would  recommend  it  to  our  readers  to  be  very  cautious 
how  they  ufe  weeds  as  a  manure,  though  they  may  Teem 
thoroughly  rotted;  for  if  they  have  flood  till  the  feeds  of  them 
are  perfeded  in  the  veffels,  they  feldom  fail  producing  a 
plentiful  crop  of  their  feveral  kinds  in  the  land  on  which  they' 
arc  laid.  R, 
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■  Every  one  knows,  that  while  the  flieaf  remains  tie<I,  the 
cars  which  lie  nearer  the  floor  are  as  a  foft  bed  to  the  ears 
which  lie  in  the  midfl:  of  the  flieaf,  fo  that  much  corn 
about  the  middle  of  the  flieaf  will  remain  unthreflied,  though 
the  flieaf  be  turned 

This  is  a  {3.3:  fo  well  known,  that  when  farmers  would 
make  their  tuorfe  corn  good  provender,  they  lay  down  the 
{heaves  tied,  and  flirike  them  on  each  fide,  and  then  give 
them  to  their  cattle.  But  who  would  think  of  being  thus 
wafteful  of  fo  valuable  a  crop  as  that  of  wheat  ?  It  is  fur- 
prifmg  that  thefe  farmers  fhould  be  thus  txjajleful :  and  it 
is  as  furprifing  why  they  fhould  mention  this  pra61:ice  herci 
for  they  are  arguing  to  prove,  that  the  ffraw  is  better  for 
thatch  when  mown^  than  when  cut  with  the  fickle  (as  it 
certainly  is)  ;  and  the  circumftance  of  not  untying  the  flieaf 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this,  as  it  is  no  way  connedted  with 
either  method  of  reaping.  Only  I  muft  add,  that  the  worfe 
ihrejhed  the  corn  is,  the  worfe  for  thatching  is  the  fl:raw  ; 
as  every  grain  which  remains  in  the  flieaf  when  it  is  wetted 
for  thatching  will  fprout  fuddenly,  and  caufe  the  cover  of 
the  houfe  to  rot.  And  here,  by  the  bye,  let  me  exhort 
the  farmer  to  be  very  cautious  how  he  lets  his  corn  to 
threlh  by  the  great,  efpecially  his  wheat  and  rye ;  for  unle/s 
his  threfher  is  very  honefl:,  he  will  be  tempted  to  improve 
his  wages  by  threfhing  the  fheaves  ill,  as  he  v/ell  knows 
that  he  gets  out  much  more  corn  at  the  firfl:  flroke  at  a 

flieaf, 

*  We  mufl  obferve,  that  withih  twenty  miles  round  London, 
nothing  is  more  common  than  to  threfli  wheat  iheaves  without 
unbinding  them  ;  and  the  reafon  for  this  pradlice  is,  that  the 
flraw  is  in  this  method  preferved  in  a  more^aleable  condition, 
in  order  to  be  fent  to  the  London  market,  where  many  thoufand 
loads  are  fold  in  a  year  at  a  high  price,  to  ferve  as  litter  for 
horfes,  and  if  the  truffes  were  not  handfome,  the  price  of  the 
load  of  draw  would  in  proportion  abate.  As  to  the  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  of  corn  that  are  in  this  method  left  in  the  ear,  the  farmer 
thinks  it  not  worth  his  confideration ;  and  in  fadt^it  is  but  little; 
for  in  the  rich  lands  round  the  metropolis  there  are  very  few 
dinted  or  under  ears,  fo  that  when  they  come  to  be  tlirefhed, 
they  nearly  all  lie  at  the  end  of  the  flieaf,  expofed  to  the  flail, 
the  draws  being  moftly  of  one  length.  R. 
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ftieaf,  than  at  two  afterwards.  He  who  does  let  his  cOrn 
by  the  great  to  threfti,  had  need  to  examine  the  ftraw,  oi* 
he  will  be  a  great  lofer  of  corn,  and  the  unfufpicious  buyer 
of  his  ftraw,  of  a  good  covering,  t  have  heard  of  prudent 
people  who  have  threfhed  again  the  ftraw  they  bought,  and 
been  well  paid  for  their  labour,  both  by  the  corn  they 
gained,  and  the  improved  conditiott  of  the  ftraw  for 
thatch. 

XII.  One  of  you,  gentlemen,  has,  in  notef  to  page  94 
of  your  Second  Volume,  fuggefted  an  ingenious  method  of 
preventing  the  inconveniencies  of  too  large  and  hurjiing 
fheaves :  but,  if  you  confider  the  matter  well,  you  will  find 
that  this  expedient  is  not  really  adequate  to  the  inconve¬ 
nience  to  be  removed. 

The  binder  muft  take  the  quantity  which  his  refpecftive 
mower  cuts.  If  he  is  hurried,  he  will  be  obliged  to  take 
every  method  of  expedition.  It  is  obvious,  that  the  fewer 
Iheaves  he  has  to  make,  the  quicker  he  will  difpatch  his 
Work.  He  will,  therefore,  thruft  all  that  ever  he  can  into 
every  band  ;  and  therefore  the  Ihorter  the  bands  are  made, 
by  your  propofals,  the  more  necejfitated  he  will  find  himfelf 
to  thruft  whatever  he  can  into  one  flieaf,  and  the  more  dan¬ 
ger  there  will  be  of  the  ftieaf 's  burfting. 

If  a  moderate  quantity  is  put  into  the  band,  this  will 
be  ftrong  enough  to  hold  its  contents,  though  the  parts  of 
it  be  united  clofe  to  the  ears ;  for  the  band  feldom  breaks 
there,  unlefs  it  be  made  of  too  fmall  a  quantity,  of  of  corn 
much  tendered.  But  the  band  burfts  ufually  where  it  is 
twifted  round  the  ftieaf,  and  therefore  the  making  the  band 
fiiorter  will  be  a  temptation  to  the  binder  to  leave  it  too 
Ihort  to  tie  clofe  enough  ;  fo  that  the  only  effedtual  method, 
gentlemen,  to  prevent  too  large  and  Ill-bound  flieaves,  is, 
to  allow  the  mowers  fufticient  binders  ;  and,  indeed,  the 
lofs  of  a  few  hurjlen  or  ill- dried  ftieaves  is  always  more 
than  the  expence  of  one  additional  binder  to  a  number  of 
mowers.  lam.  Gentlemen, 

Eaft-Newton,  Your  candid  correfpondent,  andfervant. 
May  19,  1764.  Thomas  Comber,  Junior, 

VoL.  II.  No.  10.  Mm  P,S.  I 
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P.  S,  I  intend,  if  I  have  life  and  health,  and  can  attend 
a  great  rape-Jhearing  in  this  conftablery  thisfummer,  to  give 
you  an  account  of  it  that  you  may  fee  what  difference 
there  is  betwixt  our  method  of  reaping  it,  and  that  of  yoiir 
correfpondent  in  your  Mufeum  for  the  laft  month.  (See 
page  79  of  this  volume.) 

Pray  amend  the  following  errata  In  my  letters.  In  Vol.  I. 
page  441,  line  26,  the  word  and^  betwixt  the  words 
thefe  and  feveral^  is  omitted.  In  Vol.  II.  page  97,  line  10, 
the  point  ;  which  ffands  after  Jiate,  fhould  ftand  after 
farmer.  In  page  ici,  line  31,  for  thin  read  /brink, 

\ 
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Obfervatlons  on  fome  Premiums  propofed  hy  the  Society  fir 
Encouragement  of  Arts^  &c.  fir  Improvements  in  AgricnU 
ture ;  and  another  very  remarkable  Premium  never  deter¬ 
mined,  Contained  in  a  Letter  from  the  fame  Gentleman  te 
the  Editors, 

Gentlemens^ 

AS  you  are  members  of  the  fociety  for  encouragement 
of  arts,  ^c,  it  cannot  be  improper  to  addrefs  to  you 
obfervations  on  fome  of  their  premiums  propofed  for  im¬ 
provements  in  agriculture. 

I  am  glad  to  fee  them  continue  to  propofe  premiums  for 
the  advancement  of  the  fcience  of  cultivation  of  the  earthy 
as  all  improvements  in  artSy  manufa£turesy  and  commerce^ 
muff  have  their  fupport  in  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 

Whether 

*  The  account  of  the  rape-Jhearing  from  this  ingenious  gen¬ 
tleman  will  give  us  fingular  pleafure,  and  we  have  not  the  leaf; 
doubt  of  its  being  very  ufeful  to  our  readers.  We  hope  Mr. 
Comber  will  excufe  our  omitting  a  paragraph  or  two  at  the 
beginningof  his  letter;  but  as  we  are  iUnted  for  room  to  oblige 
qur  numerous  correfpondents,  and  the  pallages  related  more  to 
us  than  the  public,  we  thought  we  might  venture  to  do  it  with* 
out  offence.  R.  . 
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Whether  or  no  thte  premiums  affigned  to  encourage  im¬ 
provements  in  agriculture  be  fo  confiderable  as  to  bear  that 
proportion  to  the  premiums  affigned  to  encourage  the  fine 
arts,  which  care  of  the  foundation  fhould  bear  to  Care  of  the 
fuperfruciurey  I  pretend  not  to  determine}  nor  fhall  I  here 
attempt  any  enquiry  towards  the  determination.  The  fub- 
je£l  is  in  itfelf  very  nice,  and  perhaps  can  hardly  be  dcr 
termined  with  precifion  after  much  enquiry.  I  here  intend 
only,  gentlemen,  to  obferve,.  that  there  are  feme  circum- 
ffances  attending  the  prefent  fet  of  premiums  for  advance 
of  agriculture^  which  feem  not  to  have  been  fufficiently  con¬ 
sidered  to  fecure  the  efFe<Sf  propofed  by  them.  The  chief 
circumftance  of  this  fort,  which  I  would  infift  upon,  is,  the 
Jhortnefs  of  time  allowed  for  perfons  to  become  candidates 
for  fome  of  thefe  premiums. 

For  inftance,  it  is  confeiTed  by  all  who  write  on  the 
culture  of  hurnet^  that  the  fuccefs  in  a  great  meafure  de- 
pends'on  the  care  that  is  taken  of  the  preparation  of  the 
^arrh  with  a  particular  view  to  this  crop. 

Mr.  Roeque^  to  whom  the  candidates  are  dire£l:ed  for  in- 
ftru6iions  in  regard  to  its  culture,  has  Informed  the  public, 
that  the  earth  fhould  be  trenched^  and  that  by  the  middle 
of  in  order  to  be  Town  in  the  middle  of  fune,  (See 

page  460,  and  page  462,  of  your  Firft  Volume.)  Now  the 
publication  of  this  premium  appeared  to  us  in  the, North 
for  the  firfl  time  the  day  before  yefterday,  the  20th  of 
May, 

Every  body  at  all  acquainted  with  hufbandry  knows,  that 
at  this  feafon  a  prudent  hufbandman  has  determined,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  circumftances  of  w’ant  of  feveral  grains,  the 
manner  in  which  he  will  employ  his  ground  for  the  arable 
prefent  year  ;  and  as  no  land  is  r\pw  unfown  but  that  which 
is  intended  for  turneps^  colefeedy  or  wheats  and  rye  ;  and 
turneps  are  a  preparative  crop  for  bur  net }  (fee  Mr.  Rocque<i 
ut  fup.)  it  is  not  probable  that  any  body  will  give  up  ' 
the  almoft- certain  profpe6l  of  fo  valuable  a  crop  as  that  of 
rape,  or  hard  corn,  and  begin  to  trench  his  land  after  the 
time  directed  by  Mr.  Roeque^  for  the  very  precarious  pro- 

M  m  2  fpedt 
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fpedl  of  a  reward  for  fowing  the  greateft  quantity  of  ground 

with  hurnst, 

Mr.  Hocque^  indeed,  fays,  that  hurnet  may  be  fowed  as 
late  as  Augujl^  and  confequently  thofe  who  fow  it  then 
may  become  candidates  for  thefe  premiums.  But  a  reafon- 
able  man  will  confider,  that  it  is  not  likely  that  his  crop 
fhould  be  fo  good  as  if  it  was  Town  more  early,  and  there¬ 
fore  will  be  difeouraged  from  fowing  burnet  this  year.  By 
the  account  which  Mr,  Roeque  gives  (in  page  308  of  your 
Firtt  Volume)  hurnet  which  isfown  in  Afay  may  he  mown 
even  for  feed  in  yuly,  and  this  is  fo  great  an  advantage, 
which  he  who  has  refolved  to  fow  burnet  has  over 

him  who  rnul]:  fow  it  in  confequence  of  the  publication  of 
thefe  premiums,  that  it  is  ftill  more  probable,  that  the 
publication  of  them  will  not  incline  one  perfon  to  burnet 
this  year,  who  would  not  otherwife  have  fowed  it ;  and  yet 
it  is  moft  evident  that  the  inducing  people  to  fow  it,  who 
would  not  otherwife  have  fowed  it,  ought  to  be  the  only 
end  of  publifliing  thefe  premiums. 

If  any  member  of  the  fociety  was  at  my  elbow  whilft  I 
write  this,  he  would  perhaps  fay,  ‘‘You  will  fee,  fir,  that 
“the  event  will  confute  your  reafoningsj  numbers  will 
offer  themfelves  candidates  for  thefe  premiums.”  To 
this  I  would  anfwer,  “  I  dare  fay,  fir,  they  will.”  Mr, 
Roeque  has  lately  ( February  16th)  told  us,  (page  462  of 
Vol.  I.  of  Mufeum  RujFcum)  that  he  has  had  fuch  a  demand 
for  burnet-feed  as  to  have  none  *  left,  Thefe  early  buyers 
then  will  be  the  candidates,^  at  leaff,  in  all  probablity,  the 
only  fuccefsful  ones  ;  and  the  profpedl  of  their  being  fo  will 
probably  deter  all  others  from  attempting  to  becorne  fuch. 
On  the  whole,  gentlemen,  it  feems  natural  to  conclude, 

that 

\  n 

As  I  would  be  far  from  deterring  any  perfon  from  trying 
to  raife  burnet  this  very  year,  I  will  not  fuggeft  that  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  being  difappointed  on  an  application  to  Mr.  Roeque 
for  the  feed  ought  to  hinder  perfons  from  applying  ;  but,  from 
jny  knowledge  of  human  nature,  I  conclude  that  this  probability 
will  have  this  Come. 
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tTiat  the  defign  of  fo  late  propofing  premiums  for  the  lowing 
©f  burnet  in  this  year  was  not  to  allure  more  hufbandmen 
to  fow,  but  to  reimburfe  the  expence  of  the  feed,  to 
fuch  of  the  members  of  the  fociety  as  had  already  fown, 
or  were  juft  about  to  fow,  and  had  a  moral  certainty  that 
the  quantities  they  fhould  fow  would  carry  away  the 
premiums. 

As  I  look  upon  the  inftitutlon  of  the  fociety  for  en- 
'  couraging  of  arts,  to  be  a  great  glory  and  advantage  to 
the  nation,  1  fhould  be  forry  to  fee  its  talents,  per¬ 
verted  to  the  purpofes  of  private  intereji  in  oppofition  to 
national',  and  yet  that  this  is  the  cafe  fometimes,  is  too 
evident  from  the  late  conteft  betwixt  the  members  of  it,  in 
which  I  wifh  them  fuccefs  who  have  the  avowed  defigns  of 
the  fociety  at  heart. 

Another  circumftance  of  fome  of  thefe  newly-propofed 
premiums,  which  feems  to  want  amendment,  is  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  thofe  afligned  to  the  gathering  of  grafs-feeds  by 
hand. 

The  value  of  the  time  to  be  employed  in  gathering  of 
them  in  fo  throng  a  feafon  as  the  fummer,  is  very  confider- 
able ;  and  the  harm  which  will  be  done  to  the  meadows 
by  people’s  treading  of  them,  in  order  to  gather  the  feeds, 
is  ftill  more  fo.  The  quantity  to  be  gathered  is  large,  vi%» 
fifteen  and  twenty  pounds  weight  of  fome  of  them  ;  and 
thofe,  of  which  fmaller  quantities  are  required,  are,  in  pro¬ 
portion  at  leaft,  fcarcer. 

The  quantities,  how  large  foever,  which  are  gathered, 
are  to  be  produced  to  the  fociety,.  no  certificates  of  the 
reality  of  the  quantity  being  admitted.  Now  the  expence 
of  carrying  up,  and  bringing  down,  for  the  gatherer’s  ufe, 
and  attendance  on  the  fociety,  is  not  inconfiderable  ;  and 
after  all,  what  is  the  worft  circumftance,  and  feems  leaft 
reconcileable  with  fuch  a  generous  fpirit  as  (hould  actuate  the 
fociety,  every  fuccefsful  candidate,  however  expenfive  his 
collection,  muft  leave  the  quantity  of  feeds  ftipulated  to 
entitle  him  to  become  a  candidate,  the  fruit  of  his  la¬ 
bour, 
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bour,  is'c,  fof  the  emolument  of  the  members  of  the 


I  muft  add,  gentlemen,  that  as  the  feveral  forts  of  feeds 
to  be  gathered  in  one  meadow  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
to  be  ripe  at  very  different  times,  not  one  trampling  of  the 
meadow  Will  fuffice,  but  feveral  mufl:  l>e  fubmitted  to;  and 
therefore  the  emolument  fhould  be  proportionally  greater*  ' 
In  order  to  be  entitled  to  the  premium,  the  feeds  muft 
be  gathered  by  hand,  not  only  cleafiy  but  ripe  and  perfeSf. 
Now  it  is  fo  Very  nice  a  matter  to  determine  when  a  feed  is 
ripe  and  perfe^^  that  a  man’s  diligence  and  expence  may 
be  difappointed  of  their  reward  by  captious  judges  reje£ting 
feeds  as  not  perfe^ly  rlpe^  ^c.  which  nicety  may  bring  his 
colle^ion  below  ^  the  Ifandard  required.  It  is  obvioully, 
gentlemen,  a  work  of  nicety  to  diftinguifh  the  feveral  forts 
of  grafles  by  help  of  the  befl  deferiptions  and  drawings 
which  can  be  had  (and  thefe  cannot  be  had  without  con- 
fiderable  expence) ;  and  as  to  the  original  grafles  bearing 
feed,  though  they  may  be  feen  at  the  fociety’s  room  in  the 
%trand^  yet  how  few?  who  would  become  candidates,  can 
go  thither  to  fee  them  f  Specimens  furely  fhould  have 
beeii  fent  to  the  principal  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  be  in- 
^efted  by  fuch  as  would  become  gatherers  of  the  feeds. 
From  all  thefe  confiderations  it  feems  evident,  gentlemen, 
that  few  perfons  are  qualified  to  become  candidates  for  thefe 
premiums,  and  therefore  the  premiums  fnould  have  been 
advanced  much  higher  than  the  prefent  ten  pounds.  A 
man  qualified  to  gather  thefe  feeds  required,  mufl:  go  into 
the  meadows  of  others  as  well  as  his  own,  and  he  fhould 
be  enabled  to  pay  for  the  neceflary  damage  he  does. 

I  fhould  think,  gentlemen,  that  the  time  limited  for  deli¬ 
very  of  accounts  of  the  beff  methods  of  cultivating  wheat, 
rye,  is  alfo  much  too  fhort,  as  experiments  are  to  be 
made  in  the  different  ways  of  hroad-caji  and  drill ;  and  the 
knowledge  being  acquired,  the  inftruments  of  the  new 
liufbandry  are  not  injiantly  t6  be  gotten,  and  fields  can¬ 
not  be  difpofed  for  the  different  experiments  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  I 
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ihent;  yet  muft  that  wheat  and  rye  be  Town  in  a  few 
months,  of  the  proof  of  which  an  account  is  to  be  given  in 
November^  17^5* 

I  muft,  however,  gentlemen,  mention  one  remarkable 
premium  never  yet  determined,  (fo  far  as  the  public  knows) 
which  feems  to  have  failed  of  the  propofed  fuccels  merely  for 
want  of  time. 

An  advertifement  was  publifhed  in  May  or  June^  fame 
years  ago,  that  the  fociety  would  give  a  golden  medal  to 
the  author  of  the  beft  hiftory  of  the  nf  and  progrefs  of 
agriculture^  manufactures^  and  commerce^  in  Great- Eritam, 
What  time  was  required  to  turn  over  printed  books,  fearch 
records,  liften  to  experiments,  reftedt  on  things,  metho¬ 
dize  materials,  and  form  them  into  a  eonne(fted  hiftiory ! 
Yet  this  hiftory  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  fociety  at  the  end 
of  the  fame  fummer.  One  would  have  been  apt  to  con^ 
elude,  that  this  premium  was  defigned  for  fome  favourlts 
member,  who  had  his  hiftory  ready  cut  and  dried.  But  yet 
no  fuch  thing  appears;  for  the  author  of  the  continuation  of  a 
complete  hijiory  of  England  tells  us  gravely,  that  this  gold  med^l 
was  given  by  the  fociety  of  arts,  ^ r.  but  he  is  too  modejl  to 
pretend  to  fay  to  whom.  I  am  afraid,  on  good  credit,  that 
one  candidate,  (who  had  laboured  as  hard  as  it  was  poftible) 
together  with  his  hijiory^  which  he  modeftly  called  a  fketchy 
fent  to  the  fociety  a  reprefentation  of  the  impolSbility  of 
producing  an  hiftory  in  the  time  prefixed,  and  defired  his 
Own  papers  might  be  fent  to  an  eminent  bookfeller  ivi  London^ 
that  he  ihight  perfedf  them,  being  his’  only  copy,  but  could 
never  recover  them,  though  he  knows  not  by  whole 
fault. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Eaft-Newton,  Your  frank  correfpondent. 

May  22,  1764.  Thomas  Comber,  Jtm. 
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A  Letter  from  a  PraSiifer  of  the  celebrated  Mr»  TulFi 
Method  of  Hujbandry  to  the  Editorsy  refpeSfing  the  Culture 
ef  Lucerm 


Gentlemen^ 


A  Few  days  ago  t  received  your  firft  Six  Numbers  6f 
the  Mufeum  Rujiicumy  all  which  I  have  juft  gone 


through. 


I  perhaps  may  be  liable  to  cenfure  for  faying,  I  wifti  the 
letters  of  your  different  correfpondents  had  merit  equal  to 
the  good  intentions  which,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  moved 
their  authors  to  \vrite  them. 

A  work  of  this  kind  will  certainly  be  ufeful  in  many 
particulars ;  but,  if  contradictory  letters  appear,  the  poor 
farmer,  who  is  intended  to  be  inftru6t:ed,  will  be  at  a  lofs 
how  to  make  his  choice  :  and  yet  I  fear  that  inconvenience 
will  often  arife,  to  the  confufion  of  the  farmer,  whom 
you  intend  to  inftrudf,  and  who  is  already  fufEciently  pre-* 
judiced  againft  books,  to  the  no  fmall  check  of  landed 
improvements. 

There  are  many  of  your  correfpondents  who  (hew  their 
ingenuity  and  attention  by  the  judicious  obfervations  they 
appear  to  have  made :  I  wifti  they  all  wrote  from  the  fame 
fountain,  and  as  fincerely,  that  I  had  leifure  to  point  out 
fome  of  their  miftakes. 

At  prefent  I  (hall  confine  myfelf  to  the  letter  No.  LXXXL 
page  339,  Vol.  I,  The  author  of  this  letter,  if  he  meant 
to  furnifh  us  with  a  panegyric  upon  Mr.  Rocque,  might 
have  done  it  without  contradicting  firft  principles  which 
will  ever  ftand  the  teft  of  experimental  enquiries. 

Mr.  Miller  will  perhaps  anfwer  for  himfelf.  The  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  Romans  in  the  cultivation  of  lucern,  if  we 
may  believe  tradition,  renders  their  method  unworthy  the 
practice  of  the  prefent  »ra.  This  gentleman,  page  339, 

owns 
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bwns  he  is  agairift  innovations  in  hufbandry,  becaufe  it  is 
difficult  to  bring  the  farmer  from  the  old  methods ;  and 
therefore  feems  to  conclude,  new  ones  are  not  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  ;  at  leaft,  that  feems  to  be  his  reafon  for  being  againft 
what  he  calls  innovations. 

Under  “  reJiri6iions^  &c/’  he  approves  of  the  new 
culture,  but  thinks  it  “  prepofterous  to  extend  it  to  artificial 
grafTes;’*  adding,  “  the  benefit  lucern  can  receive 
“  from  the  horfe-hoe,  is,  that  it  keeps  down  the  natural 
grafs.”  This  gentleman  cannot  be  a  pra£l:ical  cultivator 
of  lucern ;  neither  can  he  know  the  ufes  of  the  hoe-plough  ; 
if  he  did,  he  eould  net  afTert  a  fa£l  fo  contradi^ory  in 
itfelf  ! 

To  inaccurate  obfervers  the  feedllng  plant  of  lucern  mav 
appear  to  have  no  lateral  roots ;  but  a  careful  examiner  will 
find  a  great  number  of  fmall  ones,  every  one,  or  moft,  of 
which  are  furnifhed  with  frefh  nutriment  by  the  operation 
of  the  hoe-ploughi  ® 

We  fhall  not  contend  about  Mr.  Rocque’s  fuperior  profit: 
his  fituation  gives  him  advantages  fuperior  to  a  diftant 
refidence  \  and  therefore  that  ftiould  not  be  mentioned  by  a 
generous  writer,  *  ’ 

I  am  a  favourer  and  pra£i:ifer  of  the  new  hufbandry  ;  and 
I  do  deny  that  it  will  be  more  expenfive  than  Mr.  Rocque’s 
method,  but,  on  th&  contrary,  it  will  eventually  be 
cheaper. 

By  his  method  he  may,  for  a  few  years j  have  pretty  good 
crops  ;  but  at  length  his  plants  will  be  found  to  dwindle, 
and  his  crops  will  lefTen,  unlefs  he  annually  adds  feed  to 
the  ground  ;  whereasj  in  the  new  culture,  the  crop  will  be 
continually  improving  :  as  to  the  quality  being  inferior,  that 
will  be  the  fault  of  the  owner,  if  he  lets  it  grow  too 
rank.  This  argument  of  your  writer  makes  againft  him- 
felf,  as  thereby  he  admits  the  fuperior  luxuriance  of  the 
plants  cultivated  by  the  horfe-hoe. 

1  have  fown  lucern  in  broad-caft  more  than  once,  and 
have  fcen  others  do  it;  and  it  ever  failed* 

VoL.  II.  N^io.  Nn  Mr; 
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Mr.  Rocque’s  rule,  as  this  gentleman  fays,  isj  that 
“iucernwill  grow  on  any  land,  if  not  wet:’’  this  is  certainly 
premature :  it  furely  muft:  have  the  occupation  of  a  dry, 
rich  foil,  or  I  am  fare,  from  practice,  it  will  not  fuc- 
ceed  ;  and  as  to  “  the  JlrongeJi  being  preferred.^’’  I  believe 
every  one,  w^ho  tries  the  cultivation  of  it  on  fuch,  and  up¬ 
on  light  ground,  will  find  the  latter  heft  adapted  to  it. 

But  the  notion  of  fowing  corn  with  lucern  is  quite  as 
prepofterous,”  I  think,  as  the  new  culture  for  it ;  and 
how  a  man  of  Mr.  Rocque’s  famed  abilities  fhould  adopt 
fuch  a  method,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  guefs.  Neither  (hould 
lucern  be  fown  in  March,  as  in  its  infant  ftate  it  is  very 
tender,  and  timid  of  froll. 

'  This  gentleman  fays,  it  is  for  want  of  knowing  the 
nature  of  lucern,  that  they  drill  it.”  I  might  retort  upon 
him ;  but  his  miftaken  zeal,  I  fear,  will  more  injure  the 
caufe  he  means  to  promote,  than  I  hope  it  will  difcourage 
the  predlice  of  drilling  this  valuable  plant,  as,  by  all  men 
-who  adhere  to  rational  principles,  that  hath  been  found  the 
moft  fuccefsful  method.  See  Tull,  Duhamel,  ^c.  I 
.fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  ‘‘  the  furface  of  the  ground 
is  to  be  fpared”  for :  is  it  to  give  life  to  the  natural 
grafs,  that  common  and  deftru6tive  enemy  of  this  ex¬ 
cellent  plant  ?  ^ 

Our  author  mentions  the  cultivation  of  it  in  France, 

If  he  was  ever  at  Paris,  with  his  prefent  attention,  he  mull 
have  feen,  that  after  a  few  years  they  always  plough  up  the 
promifcuous-fown  lucern,  in  order  to  prepare  the  ground 
again  for  that,  or  feme  other  crop,  when  the  lucern  begins 
to  dwindle  by  the  weeds  or  natural  grafs  robbing  it  of  its 
nutriment. 

How  much  more  muft  -that  be  the  fate  of  promifcuous- 
fown  lucern  in  thefe  kingdoms,  where  be  admits  grafs  is 
apt  to  get  a- head  !  That  is  not  the  cafe  in  France,  and  yet 
even  there  promifcuous-fown  crops  are  fhort-lived. 

I  know  not -whether  he  be  as  converfant  with  potato- 
ground  in  Ireland  as  I  am  i  but  for  your  information,  ^gen- 

5  •  tlemen> 
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tlemen,  In  confequence  of  your  note,  page  344,  I  cannot 
omit  to  inform  you  the  tillage  will  not  do  for  lucern  :  for 
this  plant  the  ground  ought  to  be  well  pulverized;  whereas, 
in  the  general  potato-tillage  of  this  kingdom,  not  more 
than  about  two  feet  in  nine  of  the  ground  is  cultivated  See 
Mr.  Irwin’s  account  of  potato-fowing.  No.  LXXXIII. 

The  manner  of  harrowing  the  lucern,  pra^Iifed  by  Mr. 
Rocque,  although  the  teeth  be  round,  muft  wound  many 
of  the  roots :  that  might  be  well,  as  it  vvould  thin  them  ; 
but  repeated  harrowing  will,  in  time,  wound  them  all ;  and 
notwithftanding  they  will  afford  grafs  afterwards,  yet^ 
when  the  winter  rain  comes  on,  lodgments  of  water  will 
be  made  in  thofe  v/ounds,  which  will  bring  on  putrefaction, 
to  the  deftruCcion  of  the  plants,  unlefs  Mr.  Rocque  has  the 
art  of  conducing  the  harrow-pins  always  in  the  fame 
direction:  and,  could  that  be  the  cafe,  what  would  defiroy 
the  grafs  where  they  did  not  pafs? 

The  manner  of  ploughing  the  lucern,  praCIifed-  by  Mr, 
Rocque,  is  hill  approaching  the  horfe-hoe,  though  by  no 
means  fo  effeClual.  I  w'onder  to  fee  our  author  even  favour 
that,  fince  it  may  be  deemed  an  “  innovation.'^  This 
ploughing  is  to  be  repeated  every  year,  and  harrowing  al fo  : 
to  this  dung  is  to  be  added,  as  often  as  may  be.”  I  am 
willing  to  believe  this  gentleman  knows  nothing  of  the  ex¬ 
pence  which  attends  thefe  operations,  i>  e.  ploughing,  har¬ 
rowing,  and,  above  all,  dunging,  befides  the  value  of  the 
dung,  which  would  alvvays  be  acceptable  for  other  grounds  ; 
whereas,  in  the  drill  way  of  fowing  lucern,  when  the  land 
is  once  put  in  good  order,  it  may  ever  be  kept  fo  by  the 
hoe-plough.  .  ' 

N  n  2  Lucern 

*  Some  time  hence,  perhaps,  I  may  trouble  you,  on  the  fub* 
jedl  of  potatoes,  fo  far  as  relates  to  this  kingdom ;  by  which  .1 
can  clearly  demonftrate,  that  where  the  ground  requires  dung, 
their  propagation  is  a  lofs  of  many  pounds  an  acre  to  the  owner 
of  the  land,  injurious  ta  the  community,  and  even  the  poor. — 
The  fooner  this  gentletnan  favours  us  nvith  his  account,  nve  fsctll  be 
the  tnore  obliged  to  him  ;  and  if  he  <would  alfo  favour  us  vjiih 
an  account  of  the  culture  of  here  in  Ireland,  he  vvould  fill  more 
merii  eur  thanks,  0» 


MUSEUM  RUSTICUM 


Lucern  is  a  grafs  of  fuch  ineftimable  valuable,  that  it 
will  anfwcr  almoil  any  expence  ;  yet,  if  the  moft  certain 
method  to  obtain  fugcefo  fliall  be  found  the  cheapeft,  there 
can  be  no  reafpn  for  purfuing  one  more  precarious  and  more 
expenfiye,  w()ich  will  be  found  when  Mr.  Rocque’s  method, 
or  at  leaft  that  fo  warrply  recommended  by  your  corre- 
fpondent,  who  afferts  it  to  be  Mr.  Rocque’s,  is  compared 
in  practice  with  the  one  I  venture  to  recommend  to  the 
practice  of  my  countrymen,  which  I  uke  upon  me  to  fay 
will  command  fuccefs,  if  purfued. 

‘  The  land  ihould  be  a  flexible  loam,  dry,  deep,  and  rich, 
either  by  nature,  or  rnade  fo  by  art;  not  but  it  will  fucceed 
to  admiration  fhould  a  quarry  be  under  It  fhould  be  well 
pulverized  by  plough  and  barrow,  laid  as  flat  as  pofEble,  and 
cleared  of  all  weeds,  particularly  fcutch-grafs  :  when  the 
ground  is  in  this  form,  let  a  fmall  plough,  with  two  mould- 
boards,  be  run  up  and  down  the  field,  at  every  three  foot, 
iipon  the  flat  furface:  this  will  completely  form  three-foot 
ridges.  If  a  pair  of  drill-harrows  be  not  at  hand,  let  the 
crown  of  every  ridge  be  carefully  raked  clean  and  even 
with  an  iron  rake,  and  one  row  of  feed  drilled  very  thin, 
about  half  an  inch  deep,  along  the  middle  of  every  ridge, 
the  middle  or  latter  end  of  April,  (the  beginning  of  May 
may  do)  and  be  carefully  covered.  This  fowing  of  the 
feed  may  be  done  by  hand,  if  a  drill-plough  be  not  ready. 
By  a  mafler^s  attendance,  a  great  deal  may  be  dune  in 
a  day. 

Thus  it  may  remain  till  weeds  begin  to  appear,  when  the 
hoe  plough,  or  a  fmall  common  one,  fhould  take  away  every 
alternate  fide  of  the  ridges,  as  near  the  lucern  as  can  be 

with 


*  Where  lucern  is  planted  upon  a  quarry,  if  the  flone  hath 
not  many  interftices,  (into  which  the  roots  will  make  furprifing 
pafTage)  in  that  cafe  the'  length  of  the  roots  will  be  impeded, 
and  ihoot  put  in  horizontal  fibres,  which  will  bring  home  food 
in  abundance  to  the  plant,  even  from  “  the  furface  of  the 
“  earth here  the  hoe-plough  will  be  important.  Some  people 
have  Honey  ground  and  quarries :  even  they  may  have  lucern. 
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\vlth  fafety.  (I  go  within  two  and  three  inches  of  my 
drilled  crops.]  In  three  or  four  days,  return  the  mould  to 
the  former  places  with  the  plough,  ^nd  then  proceed  to  take 
off  the  other  Tides  of  the  ridges  in  like  manner,  and  return  • 
it  as  before. 

If  the  ground  be  made  In  good  condition  before  Towing,  a 
crop  may  be  mowed  in  July,  the  produce  of  which  wdll 
furprife  any  one  who  is  not  acquainted  with  the  plant.  ^ 

In  September  it  will  be  fit  to  cut  again  5  but  if  in  the 
intermediate  time  weeds  fhould  appear,  let  the  hoeing 
be  repeated  :  thus  the  w'eeds  will  be  defiroyed  the  firff 
year. 

After  the  fecond  cutting,  fend  in  the  plough  again,  and 
take  off  the  Tides  of  every  ridge  within  about  Tix  inches  of 
the  plants,  and  fo  let  them  remain  till  February,  when  the 
plough  (hould  return  the  mould  to  every  ridge;  and  in  May 
the  grafs  will  be  ready  for  cutting,  and  will  continue  to 
afford  a  crop  every  rnonth  during  the  Tumnier. 

The  hoeuig  fhould  be  repeated,  as  before  diredled,  as  often 
as  weeds  appear;  but  obferve  never  to  horfe-hoe  it  when  the 
ground  has  any  adhefipn. 

The  hoeing  before  the  \vinter  is  to  keep  the  plants  dry 
during  that  feafon,  and  to  meliorate  the  foil  of  the  alleys 
by  the  influence  and  mechanical  operation  of  the  winter 
frofts. 

'  To  keep  my  letter  within  reafonable  compafs,  I  have 
been  (hort  in  my  directions,  but  to  pra£lical  farmers,  I  hope, 
fufliciently  plain ;  if  not^  any  neceffafy  explanation  I  fhall 
chearfuliy  furnilh. 

Your  readers  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  after  the  firfi: 
preparation  of  the  ground,  if  they  horfe-hoe  the  crop  re- 
gularly  every  year,  the  dung  which  Mr.  Roeque’s  friend 
recommends  (as  it  may  be  got  eafily  at  London)  may  be 
faved  for  other  purpofes,  as  by  this  method  of  managing 
lucern,  the  crop  and  ground  will  be  improving  every 
year. 

I  appeal  then  to  every  impartial  judge,  whether  this 
^ethod  is  not  cheaper  than  the  ploughing,  harrowing,  and 

dunging, 
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dunging,  fo  warmly  recommended  by  your  correfpondent* 
It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to  urge,  that  a  crop  raifed  in  this 
way  will,  ever  after  the  firft  year,  be  equal,  if  not  fuperior, 
to  Mr.  Rocque’s,  as  the  gentleman  admits  as  large  crops 
may  be  raifed  in  the  drill  way. 

I  am  a  ftranger  to  Mr.  Rocque  and  his  friend.  I  have  no 
other  motives  in  troubling  you  on  this  fubjecl,  than  a  public 
benefit  to  mankind,  and  a  gratitude  to  the  memory  of 
Tull,  whofe  fuperior  ingenuity,  I  blufh  to  own  it,  hath 
ihone  in  France,  to  the  reproach  of  Englifhmen.  And 
were  we  all  to  join  in  opinion  with  your  correfpondent, 
(who  fays,  It  would  be  well  were  we  to  improve  our 
old  pradlices,  before  we  even  attempt  to  bring  the  new 
“  ones  into  general  ufe’’)  we  fhouid  indifcriminately  merit 
the  pity  of  ail  nations  for  our  perverfenefs.  Perhaps,  had 
Tull  been  a  foreigner,  his  fyffem  would  h^ve  been  eftablifhed 
amongft  us  long  ago. 

Another  of  your  correfpbndents,  page  270,  fays. 
Things  may  be  carried  too  far;  and  this  was  the  cafe  with 
Mr.  Tull,  when,  fpinning  out  his  principles  to  too  great 
a  nicety,  he  fowed  wheat  fo  long  on  the  fame  land 
without  manure,  that  he  at  lad  had  fcarce  any  crops  at 
all.” 

This  Silent  Member^ %  refledlion  on  Mr.  TulFs  fpeculationt 
is,  I  think,  pretty  ftrong ;  but  1  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
how  he  will  fupport  his  aflertion.  I  wifh  gentlemen,  who 
mean  a  public  benefit,  would  confider  v/ell,  before  they 
publifh,  the  caufe  they  take  in  hand,  and  the  people  they 
are  attempting  to  inftrudf.  The  hoe  this  gentleman  de- 
fcribes  is  a  faint  imitation  of  the  horfe-hoe :  yet  there  is 
great  merit  in  his  letter,  and  nianlinefs  in  his  ideas,  fave  the 
above  quotation. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  you,  gentlemen,  that  I  am  not 
a  farmer  in  theory,  but  in  pradfice,  although  I  purfue  it 
fpeculatively,  in  many  cafes,  before  I  extend  it. 

I  have  now  near  thirty  Englifli  acres  under  drilled  wheat, 
^nd  next  year  expcdl  to  have  double  that  quantity. 

I  n 
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Flax,  barley,  turneps,  cabbages,  &c,  I  horfe-hoe  with 
great  fuccefs ;  and  if  I  find  your  Mufeum  that  unintimidated 
receptacle  which  I  hope  it  will  appear  to  be,  by  giving  a 
place  to  the  memory  of  the  ingenious 'Tull,  I  fhall  perhaps 
be  able  to  furnifh  you  with  fome  ufeful  matter :  but  reft 
afTurcd,  nothing  fhall  approach  you  from  me,  which  does 
not  arife  from  pradlice.  Garreteer  farmers  are  injurious  to 
the  caufe  they  would  be  thought  to  promote ;  though,  when 
the  bookfeller  pleafes,  they  carry  their  own  point,  as  my 
Ihelves  evince  Impatient  for  your  next  Number, 

lam,  Gentlemen, 

Ireland,  A  friend  to  your  work, 

April 24,  1764.  An  Englishman, 


NUMBER  LXXIX. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  on  the  NeceJJity  of  breeding  Colts 

from  found  Stallions, 

\ 

Gentlemen, 

That  ufeful  animal,  the  horfe,  has  very  juftly  been 
the  fubjedf  of  feveral  preceding  pieces  in  your  col¬ 
lection:  for  ufefulnef3.it  deferves  greatly  our  care,  fo  as  to 
.procure  it  as  perfe6l:  as  in  our  power  to  do.  This  is  the 
■only  part  I  fliall  now  touch  on,  in  order  to  contribute  my 
obfervation  towards  attaining  fo  defirable  an  end. 

It  is  a  pretty  general  rule,  that  beginning  well  is  .a  likely 
means  towards  obtaining  the  defired  end  j  but  this  maxim  is 
■too  frequently  unobferved  with  regard  to  the  animal  before 

.  us ; 

« 

*  This  correfpondent’s  letters  will  always  be  efteemed  a 
favour  ;  and  he  may  depend  on  it,  that  nothing  but  the  public 
good  fhall  influence  our  condu£l  in  this  work.  We  fhould  be 
greatly  obliged  to  this  gentleman  if  he  would  tranfmit  us  an 
.account  of  his  methods  of  pradlice  in  adapting  the  horfe-hoeing 
hufbandry  to  the  feveral  crops  he  cultivates  that  way,  as  it 
could  not  but  greatljf  conduce  to  propagate  the  knowledge  of  a 
fyflem  which,  properly  adopted,  would,  we  think,  be  of -great 
ttfe,  O, 
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us ;  I  mean,  in  the  propagation  of  the  fpecies.  It  is  true,  a 
long  pedigree  of  famous  fires  is  much  attended  to;  and  fre^ 
quently  the  atchievements  of  the  creature  from  which  we 
propagate  fpeak  much  in  his  praife,  whether  it  be  on  the 
courfe,  or  in  the  field  :  thefe,  added  to  a  well-proportioned 
make,  with  refpe6t  to  ftrength  and  fize,  induce  many  to 
look  no  farther,  but  conclude  a  colt  from  fuch  illuftrious 
family  cannot  fail  to  anfwer  every  defired  eiidj  and  fo, 
without  any  further  thought,  bring  the  mare  to  be  covered 
by  fuch  horfe  :  and  many  fuch  are  difperfed  about  the 
country,  in  the  hands  of  inn-keepers,  or  jockeys,  who  can 
talk  much  about  racing  and  hunting,  and  by  publifhing  a 
high  premium  for  a  hint,  make  the  horfe  in  their  pofrefTiGn 
T^ery  famous ;  when,  rather  than  lofe  any  grift  which  may 
come  to  mill,  they  will  take  a  very  trifle  for  a  leap,  or 
the  ftint ;  but  then  with  this  caution,  ^Tu  a  favour  to  you^ 
as  a  friend ;  but  I  muji  infiji  on  its  being  kept  fecret. 

Now  it  is  well  known,  that. rarely  any  famous  horfe  can 
fall  into  fuch  hands,  except  he  be  deemed  unfit  for  any 
further  fervice  on  the  turf,  or  in  the  chace,  by  being  blind, 
having  fplints,  fpavins,  ring-bones,  broken  wind,  foundered, 
or  fome  fuch  chronical  difeafe,  which  in  its  nature  is  liable  to 
be  communicated  to  his  offspring  ;  by  which  means  he  is 
become  ufelefs  to  his  mafter,  who  frequently  beftows  the 
creature,  thus  dlfabled,  as  a  gift  to  his  groom,  or  jockey  boy: 
thefe,  well  knowing  the  keeping  fuch  a  horfe  will  be  little 
advantage,  therefore  fell  him  to  the  firft  who  may  bid  any 
tolerable  fum  for  him;  whereby  this  (once)  fo  famous  (but 
now  ufelefs)  creature  becomes  the  property  of  fome  one  of 
thofe  men  aforefaid,  who  have  many  tolerable-good  mares 
brought  to  them  by  unthinking  people;  and  by  which  means 
a  confiderable  number  of  well-made  colts  are  procured, 
and  from  whom  the  expedlation  of  many  are  raifed,  but 
often  greatly  to  their  difappointment,  or  more  often  of  thofe 
who  have  too  eagerly  purchafed  fuch  colts  while  fuck¬ 
ing  ;  becaufe  thofe  colts,  we  frequently  fee,  have,  at  two, 
three,  four,  or  five  years  old,  fplints  on  their  legs,  fpavins 
on  their  joints,  ring-bones  in  their  pafterns,  or  are  foun¬ 
dered 
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dered  in  their  feet,  at  iix  years  go  blind  with  a  cataradt, 
and  at  feven  become  broken- winded,  through  the  unpro¬ 
portioned  make  of  the  thorax  and  its  contents ;  and  are 
thereby  rendered  unfit  for  any  fervice  fuitable  to  their  make, 
but  are  put  to  mere  drudgery,  or  condemned  to  die,  unlefs 
it  happens  to  be  a  mare ;  and  then  flie  frequently  is  turned 
out  in  fome  common,  or  on  fome  poor  land,  juft  barely 
to  get  a  living  and  breed  a  colt,  which  colt,  it  is  an  hundred 
to  one,  is  begotten  by  an  horfe  fubje6l  to  fome  of  the  afore* 
faid  maladies :  hence  in  their  offspring  we  may,  and  of¬ 
ten  do,  fee  thefe  difeafes  complicated. 

I  need  not  fay  more  on  this  fubjedf,  nor  propofe  a 
remedy,  becaufe  I  think  the  judicious  will  eafily  fee  what 
means  are  likely  to  be  moft  conducive  to  prevent  this  per¬ 
nicious  pradlice  ;  but  recommend  the  fubjedt,  through  the 
channel  of  the  Mufeum  Rujiicum^  &c.  to  thofe  moft  im¬ 
mediately  concerned  with  the  breeding  horfes. 

Ruricola  Glocestris. 

L. 
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On  the  Culture  of  Potatoes^  and  Magazan  Beam, 

r 

Gentlemen, 

I  Send  you  (as  I  promifed)  the  true  method  of  cultivating 
the  potato. 

The  Irifli  purple  is  the  beft  and  fweeteft  fort,  and  for¬ 
warded:  s  the  middling  fize  and  brighteft,  the  beft  feed,  fet 
whole. 

Set  fome  in  February,  March,  and  April,  in  a  fine  deep 
tilth,  in  any  foil;  in  froft  cover  the  firft  fetting  with  litter 
or  fern. 

Set  them  fix  Inches  deep,  in  a  kind  of  hillock,  or  like  a 
mole-caft:  {Mark  this.) — They  are  now  out  of  the  ground, 
therefore  it  is  too  late  to  fow  them.  But  obferve  this 
VoL.II.  N^,  10.  Oo  method; 
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method  :  carefully  mould  them  up  every  month  or  fortnight, 
and  there  will  be  near  a  bufhel  under  your  hillock  by  July 
or  Auguft:  be  ftill  moulding  up  as  high  as  you  can  ;  there¬ 
fore  fet  your  feed  at  firft  a  yard  diftant  fquare.  The 
authors  of  The  Complete  Body  of  Hufbandry  knew  not 
this  method,  and  The  Complete  Body  of  Gardening  takes 
no  notice  of  this  valuable  root. 

Mr.  Millar  is  full,  but  wrong. 

The  white  kidney  fort,  in  loofe  ground,  will  run  all  into 
flringy  roots ;  the  pink-coloured  forward  fort  will  do 
very  well,  fown  in  the  former  manner ;  and  the  fmalleft 
potatoes  are  good  feed,  but  thefe  are  often  thrown  to 
hogs. 

Now  the  magazan  bean,  for  man  or  horfe,  is  as  fweet  as 
the  Wind  for. 

Set  fome  the  latter  end  of  November,  and  fome  in 
December,  in  loamy  ground,  in  rows  near  -  a  yard  diftant, 
pretty  thick  and  deepifli  (four  inches).  In  froft  cover  the 
rows  with  duna:. 

In  January,  February,  and  March,  fet  fome  more,  as 
before,  but  not  fo  thick.  (Keep  cats  in  your  garden)  When 
your  rows  arc  too  thin,  plant  fome  out  of  your  thick  rows; 
all  to  be  four  inches  diftant :  mould  them  up,  and  ufe  the 
Dutch  hoe  all  the  fummer. 

Now  you  will  fee  the  excellence  of  this  bean.  In  the 
beginning  of  May  your  firft-fown  will  blofthm,  though  but 
half  a  foot  high,  and  begin  to  bloflbm  from  the  very  bot¬ 
tom  to  the  top,  and  fo  on,  as  they  rife  to  a  yard  high ;  but 
they  will  be  ftrong,  and  fend  three  or  four  from  one  rpot ; 
but  be  fure  never  top  them ;  it  will  make  the  kids  and 
beans  fmall,  though  perhaps  more  in  number ;  it  is  a 
bad  way. 

See  the  preference  of  this  to  the  horfe-bean  :  it  runs  all 
into  ftraw  in  comparifon,  and  is  apt  to  break  and  blow 
down. 

The  former  beans  at  harveft:  fhould  be  pulled  as  they 
ripen,  if  only  few  were  fown,  or,  if  many,  the  ftialks  pulled 

up 
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up  and  fet  upright  to  dry:  when  dry,  they  may  be  fplit  for 
horfes ;  or  for  hogs  they  are  excellent. 

May  21,  1764.  Yours, 


NUMBER  LXXXI. 

A  Letter  from  Farmer  White  to  the  Editors^  on  the  Beneft 
of  /pending  Turneps  vuhilji  they  are  young* 

Gentlemen, 

I  Beg  leave,  through  the  channel  of  you  work,  to  convey  a 
piece  of  intelligence  to  my  brother  farmers,  which 
fome  of  them  may  not  be  aware  of. 

I  have  known  many,  who  intend  feeding  off  their  tur¬ 
neps  with  ftieep,  keep  the  turneps  till  they  are  too  old  to 
be  applied  with  advantage  to  that  ufe.  Your  readers  may 
give  me  credit,  for  I  fpeak  from  experience ;  and  I  can 
alTure  them,  that  one  acre  of  young  turneps  is  of  more 
value  for  fattening  fheep  than  two  acres  of  old  ones,  as  the 
wethers  you  turn  in  will  get  fiefn  and  fat  at  leaft  as  faft  again 
on  the  firft  as  the  laft. 

Let  this  maxim  be  treafured  up  in  the  farmer’s  memory  ; 
and  let  him  not  at  any  rate  be  tempted,  for  the  fake  of 
fpending  a  few  weeds  and  grafs  on  his  fallows,  to  keep  his 
turneps  till  they  are  of.  little  worth. 

If  any  of  your  readers  fhould  be  incredulous,  let  them 
try  the  experiment ;  it  will  be  but  little  expcnce,  and  ftill 
lefs  trouble.  I  did  fo  myfelf  before  1  adopted  the  pradfice^ 
and  was  in  a  very  fhort  time  convinced  :  this  happened 
fome  years  ago,  and  I  have  continued  this  method  ever 
fince. 

I  fliould  now  conclude,  but  t  cannot  in  confcience  do  it 
without  expreffing  my  approbation  of  your  undertaking:  1 
am  really  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  of  great  ufe  to  the 
farming  world,  efpecially  as  you  admit  the  thoughts  of 
fuch  plain  men  as  myfelf ;  for  it  is  a  well-known  fadt,  that 
a  plain,,  honefly  .welkmeaning  farmer,  though  no  great 

O  0  2  fcholar. 
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fcholar,  may  have  many  things  treafured  up  in  his  pericram 
well  worth  communicating ;  and  fuch  as  have,  may  now 
communicate,  as  I  have  done,  in  the  Mufeum  Ruflicum. 
Borders  of  Suffolk,  Your  old  fubfcriber, 

May  7,  1764.  John  White, 

rrn.,»4b,.,..i..  ,  . . . . ,-| .  — ^  . .  . . 

NUMBER  LXXXII. 

'  To  the  Editors  of  the  Museum  Rustic um. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  work  is  as  well  calculated  to  be  of  ufe  as  any 
I  know,  and  in  this  opinion  I  have  been  a  purchafer 
fince  its  flrft  commencement. 

I  fend  you  enclofed  a  moji  excellent  receipt  for  dejlroying 
ihoje  very  troublefome  domeftic  enemies  called  Bugs^  to  which  I 
hope  you  will  afford  a  place  in  your  next  number. 

It  has,  I  am  fenfible,  already  appeared  in  fome  of  the 
public  prints;  but  that  can  be  no  objedfion  to  your  inferting 
it,  as  great;  numbers  of  your  readers  may  have  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  feeing  thofe  papers  which  contain  this  receipt, 
which  I  the  more  readily  fend  you,  as  I  know  it  to  be 
eflkaclous 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

;  X.  Y. 

An  efficacious  Receipt  for  dejiroying  Bugs^  hy  an  eminent 

Phyfcian, 

A  phyfician  communicates  this  well-experienced  receipt 
for  the  deftroying  of  bugs,  with  which  he  entirely  cleared 
his  own  beds,  many  years  ago,  and  has  told  it  fcores  of 
families  fince,  who  have  all  found  the  fame  effedls  by  it, 
and  never  faw  a  bug  afterwards. 

Take 

*  Oar  great  inducement  for  inferting  this  receipt,  beiides  its 
evident  utility,  is  our  knowledge  of  the  perfon  who  recom¬ 
mends  it  to  our  >vork.  O. 
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Take  of  the  higheft  redlified  fpirit  of  wine,  (viz,  lamp 
fpirits)  that  will  burn  all  away  dry,  and  leave  not  the  leaft 
moifture  behind,  half  a  pint;  newly  diftilled  oil,  or  fpirit 
of  turpentine,  half  a  pint :  mix  them  together,  and  break 
into  it,  in  fmall  bits,  half  an  ounce  of  camphire,  which  will 
diflblve  in  it  in  a  few  minutes:  (hake  them  well  together, 
and  with  a  piece  of  fpunge,  or  a  brulh  dipped  in  feme  of  it, 
wer  very  well  the  bed  or  furniture  wherein  thofe  vermin  har¬ 
bour  and  breed ;  and  it  will  infallibly  kill  and  deftroy  both  them 
and  their  nits,  although  they  fwarin  ever  fo  much :  but 
then  the  bed  or  furniture  muft  be  well  and  thoroughly  wet 
with  it,  (the  duft  upon  them  being  firft  brufhed  and  fhook 
off)  by  which  means  it  will  neither  ftain,  foil,  nor  in  the 
leaft  hurt  the  fineft  filk  or  damalk  bed.  The  quantity 
here  ordered  of  this  curious  neat  white  mixture,  (which 
cofts  little  above  a  ftiilling)  v/ill  rid  any  one  bed  whatfoever, 
though  it  fwarms  with  bugs.  Do  but  touch  a  Jive  bug 
with  a  drop  of  it,  and  you  will  find  it  to  die  inftantly.  If 
any  bug  or  bugs  ftiould  happen  to  appear  after  once  ufing 
it,  it  will  only  be  for  want  of  well  wetting  the  lacing, 
of  the  bed,  or  the  foldings  of  the  linings  or  curtains  near  the 
rings,  or  the  joints  or  holes  in  and  about  the  bed  or  head¬ 
board,  wherein  the  bugs  and  nits  neftle  and  breed  ;  and 
then  their  being  all  well  wet  again  with  more  of  the  fame 
mixture,  which  dries  in  as  faft  as  you  ufe  it,  pouring  fome 
of  it  into  the  joints  and  holes  where  the  fpunge  or  brufti 
cannot  reach,  will  never  fail  abfolutely  to  deftroy  them  all. 
Some  beds,  that  have  much  wood-work,  can  hardly  be 
thoroughly  cleared,  without  being  firft  taken  down  ;  but 
others,  that  can  be  drawn  out,  or  that  you  can  get  well  be¬ 
hind,  to  be  done  as  it  ftiould  be,  may. 

Notey  The  fmell  this  mixture  occafions,  will  be  all  gone 
in  two  or  three  days,  which  is  yet  very  wholefome,  and  to 
many  people  agreeable.  You  muft  remember  always  to 
fhake  the  mixture  together  very  well,  whenever  you  ufe  it, 
which  muft  be  in  the  day-time,  not  by  candle-light,  left  the 
fubtlety  of  the  mixture  ftiould  catch  thi  flame  as  you  arc 
uf) ng  it,  and  occafion  damage. 


N  U  M- 


282 


MUSEUM  RUSTICUM 


NUMBER  LXXXJII. 


Hints  for  removing  the  great  Evil  occafioned  hy  the  Dearnefs 
of  Provifms^  in  a  Letter  to  the  Editors, 


Gentlemen, 

RE  AT  complaints  have  been  lately  made,  and  not 


\J'  without  abundant  reafon,  of  the  dearnefs  of  the 
neceflaries  of  life  :  this  dearnefs  ftill  continues,  and,  as  far 
as  I  can  underderftand,  is  likely  to  continue,  notwithftand- 
incj-  the  matter  was  laft  feflion  taken  into  the  confideration 
of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

This  is  a  great  evil,  and  {lands  in  need  of  an  immediate 
remedy  ;  I  am,  therefore,  in  great  hopes,  that  when  the 
parliament  next  meets  in  the  enfuing  winter,  fomething 
may.  be  done,  which  will  anfwer  every  good  purpofe,  to¬ 
wards  enabling  the  induflrious  poor  to  reap  the  fruit  of 
their  labour,  without  being  exadled  upon  by  foreilallers, 
regraters,  and  monopolizers. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  throw  out 
a  few  hints,  for  the  confideration  of  thofe  in  power,  on 
this  important  fubjedl. 

It  is  well  known,  that  this  metropolis  is  the  great  mart 
of  the  Britifh  empire ;  whatever  is  good,  whatever  is  rare, 
is  brought  here  as  to  a  certain  and  good  market. 

The  bed  oxen  which  our  grazing  counties  produce  are 
always  referved  for  the  confumption  of  London  ;  and  fuch 
is  the  general  inclination  of  the  country  people  to  fend 
their  goods  up  to  London  for  fale,  that  were  there  no  under¬ 
hand  dealings,  no  monopolizers  and  foreftallers,  all  the 
neceffaries  of  life  would  be  furprizingly  cheap  here,  in 
,  proportion  to  what  they  now  are,  or  have  been  for  many 
years  pafl. 

It  is  certain,  that,  even  now,  the  grazier  receives  only 
a  moderate  price  at  firft  hand  for  his  cattle ;  the  farmer 
fells  his  butter  and  cheefe  cheap  j  yet  are  thefe  commo¬ 
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dities  to  go  through  fo  many  hands,  each  which  is  to 
have  a  feparate  profit,  and  fome  not  very  moderate  neither, 
before  they  come  to  the  confumer,  that  the  price  in  many 
inftances  is  almoft  doubled. 

I  remember  an  honeft  farmer  in  Wiltfhire,  who,  Tome 
years  ago,  when  mutton  was  very  dear,  as  it  is  now,  was 
told,  that  if  he  would  fend  fome  wethers  up  to  London 
they  would  fetch  a  high  price,  for  that  they  fold  at  four- 
pence  per  pound  by  the  carcafe. 

Accordingly,''our  farmer  fent  up  two  hundred  fine  Oieep, 
of  a'proper  age,  and  in  fine  order.  The  confequence  was, 
they  were,  through  a  combination  among  the  dealers,  two 
market-days  expofed  in  Smithfield  without  being  fold,  and 
the  third  day  were  fold  at  the  rate  of  fomething  under  two¬ 
pence  per  pound  to  a  carcafe-butcher,  who,  within  the 
week,  killed  them,  and  fold  to  the  retailers  at  four-pence 
per  pound,  or  very  little  under  that  price. 

The  farmer  was,  you  may  imagine,  greatly  chagrined,  as 
he  could  have  fold  them  for  more  at  home,  and  have  faved 
the  expence  of  bringing  them  to  London.  ,  He  determined 
within  himfelf  to  trouble  Smithfield  no  more  with  his 
company,  but  fell  his  fheep  at  home,  as  his  neighbours 
did  theirs. 

This  was  what  the  dealers  aimed  at,  thinking,  that  by 
coming  up  to  London  with  his  fheep  he  encroached  on 
their  province ;  it  was,  therefore,  their  intention  to  fteken 
him^  as  they  called  it,  and  thereby  induce  him  the  more 
readily  for  the  future  to  fell  his  Cheep  to  their  out¬ 
riders.  , 

This  inftance  of  the  great  power  and  influence  of  the 
Smithfield  dealers,  is  one  amongft  many  others  which  I  could 
enumerate ;  but  it  is  to  little  purpofe  to  repeat  grievances^ 
unlefs  we,  at  the  fame  time,  attempt  a  remedy. 

When  the  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  fit 
next  on  this  bufinefs,  I  could  wilh  them  to  take  into  their 
confideration  the  means  of  preventing  the  markets  from 
being  foreftalled. 

1  would  humbly  offer  to  them  the  following  crude  hints^ 
which  will,  through  your  means,  readdy  come  to  their 

I  notice, 


284  MUSEUM  RUSTICUM 
notice,  as  I  have  reafon  to  think  that  moft  ef  them,  during 
the  recefs,  have  ordered  their  bookfellers^  to  fend  them 
down  your  work  to  their  country-houfes ;  and  this  I  the 
rather  prefume  to  fay,  as  I  know  many  who  have  given 
thefe  orders. 

But  to  return  to  the  fubje£l:.  It  is  well  known,  that 
a  very  great  number  of  beafts  are  every  week  bought  up,  by 
out-riders,  as  they  are  driving  to  market.  It  is  alfo  as  well 
known,  that  Smithfield  is,  by  the  practices  of  the  great 
dealers,  but  barely  fupplled  with  cattle  for  the  confumption 
of  the  metropolis  and  its  environs  from  market-day  to 
market-day,  Alfo  great  numbers  of  beafts  are  brought  to 
market,  and  afterwards  driven  back  to  the  fields  about 
Idington,  unfold. 

Now  I  would  recommend  it  to  our  law- makers,  that  no 
man  fhould  be  left  at  liberty  to  buy  cattle  as  they  were 
driving  to  market  within  twenty  miles  of  London.  That 
if  any  cattle  were  bought  on  the  road  to  London,  at  any 
diftance  beyond  twenty  miles,  fuch  buyer  fhould  give 
fecurity,  before  the  next  juftice  of  the  peace,  that  he  would 
either  kill  It  within  a  week,  and  within  ten  miles  diftance 
of  the  place  where  he  bought  it,  or  that  he  would  not  fell  it 
alive  within  fix  months  of  the  time  he  purchafed  it.  ^ 

That  no  cattle  fhould  be  fold  in  London,  or  within  five 
miles  of  it^  for  flaughter,  in  Smithfield  only  excepted. 

That  oxen,  cows,  calves,  fheep,  lambs,  and  hogs,  fold 
in  Smithfield  for  flaughter,  fhould  not  be  afterwards  fold 
alive  to  any  perfon  whatever. 

That  cattle,  which  were  brought  to  Smithfield  market, 
and  driven  away  unfold,  fhould  pay  the  following  tolls,  v/z. 
For  every  ox  ten  fhillings,  every  cow  feveri  {hillings,  every 
calf  five  fhillings,  every  fheep  four  {hillings,  lambs  two 
fhillings  and  fix-pence  each,  and  each  hog  or  pig  three 
fhillings ;  the  produce  of  this  toll  to  be  applied  to  the  re-  • 
lief  of  poor  confined  debtors;  feveral  of  which  debtors, 
upon  giving  proper  fecurity,  fhould  be  permitted  to  collect 
the  fame.  This  toll  would  induce  the  owners  to  fell  them 
for  flaughter,  if  they  pollibly  could. 


,  That 
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That  no  cattle,  horfes  excepted,  thould  be  fold  in  Smith- 
field  but  for  immediate  {laughter,  as  every  butcher  fhould  be 
obliged  to  engage  to  flay  what  he  bought,  within  a  week, 
at  rnoft,  of  the  time  of  purchafing. 

That  all  cattle,  coming  up  to  Smithfield  market,  (hould 
be  exempted  from  paying  any  toll  at  the  feveral  turnpike- 
gates.  This  is  the  more  reafonable,  as  our  roads  are  now 
in  general  fo  good,  that  the  other  tolls  will  keep  them 
fufficiently  in  repair  ;  befides,  it  is  well  known  that  cattle 
rather  do  the  roads  good,  by  treading  in  the  ruts,  than 
harm. 

That  no  falefman,  or  carcafe- butcher,  be  hencefor¬ 
ward  permitted  to  buy  cattle  in  order  to  fell  them  again 
alive. 

That  no  one  carcafe-butcher  be  permitted  to  buy  for 
*  {laughter,  in  one  market-day,  above  ten  oxen  or  cows, 
two  hundred  fheep  or  lambs,  fifty  calves,  and  fifty  hogs  or 
pigs.  This  would  prevent  the  market  being  engroll'ed  by  a 
few  over-grown  dealers. 

That  no  cattle  fhould  be  fold  in  Smithfield  market 
after  ten  in  the  morning.  This  would  be  replete  with 
many  advantages 3  and  feveral  lives  would  every  year  be 
faved  by  it. 

That  no  falefman  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs 
of  a  carcafe-butcher,  &  vice  verfa, 

.That  no  unwholefoine,  unfound,  or  diftempered  beafls, 
as  far  as  can  be  difcovered  on  infpeiffion,  be  permitted  to  be 
expofed  to  fale  in  Smithfield  market. 

Thefe  confiderations  above,  I  recommend  to  the  notice 
cf  fuch  cf  your  readers  as  are  members  of  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  and  doubt  not  but  they  may  be  found  of  ufe. 
It  is,  indeed,  high  time,  that  fome  flop  fhould  be  put  to 
the  many  grievances  above  hinted  at :  the  prices  of  the 
necefl'aries  of  life  cannot  rife  without  affefling  our  manu- 
fa6lures ;  for  if  the  workmen  mufl:  pay  dear  for  provifion, 
it  is  very  natural  to  imagine  that  they  will  endeavour,  by 
all  legal  means,  to  rsife  their  wages  ;  and  this,  'of  courfe, 
taifes  the  price  of  the  manufadlure,  be  it  what  it  may,  to 
the  merchant. 

VoL.  il.  No,  10. 
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After  the  proclamation  of  the  peace,  many  flattered 
thernfelves  with  the  hope  of  feeing  its  general  concomitants 
plenty  5  but  it  is  a  forrowfu!  truth,  that  the  reverfe  has 
been  the  cafe,  as  almolt  every  thing  is  become  dearer  fince 
the  conciuhon  of  the  war.  It  might,  perhaps,  not  be  very 
diflicuit  to  affisn  a  reafon  or  two  for  this;  but  as  that  would 
lead  me  befide  the  fubjecls  treated  of  in  your  ufeful  work,  I 
lliali  fay  no  more  of  it. 

I  ^m,  Gentlemen, 

London,  Your  conftant  reader, 

June  2,  1764.  George  Smyth. 


NUMBER  LXXXIV. 


^0  the  Editors  of  the  Museum  Rusticum  et  Com-? 

MERCIALE, 


Gentlemen, 

AS  all  forts  of  provlfions  have  been  uncommonly  dear 
for  fonie  months  paft,  it  may  not  be  difagreeable  to. 
fome  of  your  curious  readers  to  fee  what  the  neceflaries 
of  life  fold  for  fo  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Firft. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

y.  z, 


In  an  extra^  from  the  hiftory  of  England,  in  two 
volumes,  odtavo,  (not  faid  by  whom)  edition  IV.  vol.  IL 
page  169,  printed  at  London,  17155  is  the  following  paflage 
relative  to  the  prices  of  provifions. 

In  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  this  king  (Edward  I.)  was 
made  an  a6l  of  common  council,  that  provifion  Ihould  be 
fold  at  the  following  rates. 

r.  d,  St  d. 

A  fat  cock  -  -  -  o  i  |-  A  fat  capon  -  -  -  o  2| 

Two  pullets  -  -  -  a  i|-  A  goofe  -  -  -  -  0  4 

A 


I 
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5,  d,  ' 

s.  d. 

A  mallard 

-  0  A  crane  .  -  -  - 

I  0 

A  partridge  - 

-  -  0  li  Two  woodcocks  -  - 

0 

A  pheafant  - 

-  0  4  Afatlamb,  fromChrift- 

A  hern  -  - 

-  0  6  mas  to  Shrovetide, 

I  4 

A  plover  • 

-  -  0  I  And  all  the  year  after 

0  4 

A  fwan  - 

"  -  3  0 

And  wheat  was  this  year  fo  plentiful,  that  a  quarter  was 
fold  for  ten  groats* 


.  NUMBER  LXXXV* 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Museum  Rusticum' et  Com- 

MERCIALE. 

Gentlemen,  ' 

IHave  already  .fent  you  the  price  of  provifions  in  Edward 
the  Firft’s  time^:  the  following  anecdote  may  be 
equally  entertaining  to  many  of  your  readers,  as  it  contains 
the  price  of  many  neceflary  articles  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Sixth. 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Y.  Z* 

ExtraSf  from  the  Appendix  to  Mr,  Thomas  Hearne’^  Edition 
of  the  Liber  niger  Scacarii,  vide  p.  198,  199* 

“THE  fraternity  of  the  holy  crofs,  in  Abingdon,  m 
in  Henry  6.  tyme,  being  there  where  now  the  hofpital 
“  is,  did  every  year  keep  a  feaft,  and  then  they  ufed  to 
have  twelve  priefls  to  fing  a  dirige,  for  which  they  had 
given  them  four-pence  a-piece.  They  had  alfo  twelve 
“  minftrels,  fome  from  Coventre  and  fome  from  Maiden- 
“  hith,  who  had  two  fhillings  three-pence  a-piece,  be- 
“  fides  their  diet  and  horfe-meat.  This  was  in  the  reign  of 
“  Henry  6.  Obferve,  that  in  thofe  days  they  paid  their 
minftrels  better  than  they’re  priefts.  They’re  feaft  they 

P  p  2  “  kept 


*  See  the  preceding  article^ 
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kept  yearelyon  the  invention  of  the  holy  crofle,  viz. 
third  of  May»  They  had  at  their  feaft  fix  calves,  jjs,  ‘a- 
piece  ;  fixteen  lambs,  xiid.  a-piece ;  8o  capons,  iiid. 
‘‘a*piece;  8o  geefe,  iid,  oh.  a-piece;  8oo  eggs,  which 
‘‘ cofl  five-pence  the  hundred;  and  many  marybones; 
“  much  fruit,  fpice,  a  great  quantity  of  milkj  cream,  and 
“  flour.  Wheat  was  then  at  xiid.  the  quarter,  in  the  23d 
‘‘  of  H.  6.  Befrdes  what  their  fervants,  and  others, 
“  brought  in,  and  pageants,  and  plays,  and  May-games,  to 
‘‘  captivate  the  fcenes  of  the  zealous  beholders,  and  to 
“  allure  the  people  to  the  greater  liberality  ;  for  they  did 
“  not  make  their  feafts  without  profit ;  for  thofe  that  fat  at 
‘‘  dyner  payd  one  rate,  and  thofe  that  Hood  pay’d  another.’^ 


NUMBER  LXXXVI. 

T'o  the  Editors  of  the  Museum  Rusticum# 
Gentlemen, 

\ 

IHave  feen,  in  one  of  your  monthly  papers,  a  copper¬ 
plate  of  the  price  of  wheat  and  malt  at  Win'dfor  mar¬ 
ket  for  one  hundred  years :  to  this  plate  I  have  added  three 
columns,  one  containing  the  quantity  of  wheat  exported, 
the  next  the  grofs  duty  on  malt,  and  the  third  contains  the 
compofitions  made  each  year  ;  fo  that  over-againft  the  date 
you  find  each  of  thofe  articles  for  that  year.  This  may  be, 
at  leaft,  a  matter  of  curiofity,  and,  perhaps,  of  ufe  to 
your  readers :  as  fuch  I  fend  it,  that  you  may,  if  you  think 
proper,  publifh  it.  The  fums  are  certainly  true. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

June  15,  1764.  Y.  Z. 

N,  B.  There  is  no  occafion  for  beginning  higher  than 
1696,  becaufe  the  accounts  go  not  higher. 
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’  N  U  M  B  E  'R  LXXXVIII. 

T^houghts  on  the  Culture  of  Grajfes  and  artificial  Pajiures.^ 
contained  in  a  Letter  from  a  Alemher  of  the  Society^  to  the 
Editors, 

Gentlemen, 

IWas  greatly  pleafed  with  a  piece  in  your  lafl  publication, 
marked  Numb.  LXXI.  .page  309,  Vol.  I.  being  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Mr.  Rocque,  of  Walham-green,  to  Mr.  Corbett, 
of  Salop. 

1  cannot  but  think  the  public  greatly  indebted  to 
Mr.  Rocque  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  perfect  the 
ctilture  of  lucern*  in  England:  the  farmer  may  now 
fafely  fow  it  in  large  quantities,  alTured  of  a  return  that  will 
pay  him  better  than  clover,  ray  grafs,  or  any  of  the  artificial 
grades  now  cultivated  in  common. 

He  has  alfo,  I  find,  made  great  advances  in  afcertaining 
the  proper  culture  of  the  burnet-grafs,  which  is  likely, 
in  the  opinion  of  Tome,  to  turn  out  as  profitable  a  crop 
as  lucern,  and  in  fome  rcfpedfs  more  ufeful,  as  affording 
an  earlier  feed  in  the  fpring. 

But  to  come  to  the  more  immediate  fubjedl:  of  this  letter^ 
I  perceive  that  Mr.  Rocque,  in  Numb.  LXXI.  above  re¬ 
ferred  to,  page  310,  mentions  the  Jheep^ s  fefcue  grafs,  but 
defers  giving  any  account  of  its  culture  till  the  latter  end  of 
the  year,  v/hen  he  will  be  better  enabled,  by  experience, 
to  do  it. 

I  'approve  much  of  his  caution,  but  at  the  fame  time 
imagine  your  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  be  told  fome- 
thing  of  the  fefcue  grafj'es  in  their  wild,  natural,  and  un¬ 
cultivated  date,  as  it  may  pofEbly  induce  fome  to  make 
immediate  experiments  of  its  culture,  when  their  accounts 
•will,  in  ail  probability,  corroborate  what  will  be  fent 

you 

Sec  the  piece  marked  Numb.  LXXXI.  Vol,  I.  which  con¬ 
tains  Mr,  Roeque’s  method  of  cultivating  lucern  at  large.  H. 
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you  on  the  fubje6^:  by  the  very  ingenious  and  induftrious 
Mr.  Rocque. 

The  matter  of  grafTes  has  been  long  negle£fed  in  England; 
and  indeed  it  is  but  very  lately  that  we  paid  any  regard  to 
this  important  branch  of  agriculture. 

Our  lands  in  tillage  have  been  for  many  centuries 
diligently  cultivated ;  diligently,  I  fay,  when  compared  to 
the  ffate  of  negledf  in  which  our  meadows  and  paftures 
have  been  left. 

it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  a  meadow,  the  foil  of 
which  is  naturally  rich,  over-run  with  noxious  weeds,  and 
its  value  reduced,  by  that  means,  at  leaft  two  thirds.  To 
what  can  this  be  afcribed  but  infatuation,  to  the  farmers 
'being  wedded  to  old  opinions,  and  to  the  notion  fome  have 
that  an  ancient  meadow  ought  never  to  be  ploughed,  for 
fear  of  fpoiling  the  turf.^ 

We  cultivate  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  (fc.  feparately,  and 
in  detached  pieces :  we  have  the  feed  of  each,  and  care¬ 
fully  keep  the  feveral  kinds  to  fow  diftintSfly  ;  and  why 
(hould  not  the  grafTes  enjoy  as  much  of  our  care  .f*  why 
fhould  not  we  fave  the  feeds  of  fuch  as  are  beft  worth  eul- 
tivating,  and  fow  them  feparately,  and  diftindly,  bn  well- 
prepared  land,  as  we  do  corn  ? 

It.  is  true,  we  nowfeem  to  be,  in  fome  meafure,  roufed 
from  :our  lethargy ;  and  the  lovers  of  hufbandry  will. 
In  all  probability,  foon  afford  to  the  long-negledbed  grafles 
a  proper  fnare  of  their  countenance  and  favour  :  thefe 
M  will  not,  I  dare  fay,  be  unmindful  of  the  obligation, 
but,  by  an  encreafed  produce,  make  large  and  grateful  re¬ 
turns  to  their  benefa6lors. 

It  is  not  every  kind  of  grafs  that  will  agree  with  all 
cattl«  :  cows  love  one  fort,  fheep  prefer  another,  and  hor- 
fes  like  a  third  :  it  is,  therefore,  for  the  interefl  of  the  far¬ 
mer,  to  cultivate  fuch  as  are  beft  fuited  to  his  convenience. 
In  a  dairy-farm  the  larger  and  more  luxuriant  kinds  of 
gralTcs  ftiould  be  preferred ;  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of 
■  the  grazing  farm  ;  but  where  a  fine  fheep-walk  is  wanted, 
the  Tweeter  arid  lefs-rampant  grafTes  willj  of  courfc,  be  cho- 

fen : 
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fen  :  among  thefe  the  Jheep^s  fefcue  grafs  will,  doubtleft',  be 
fiflt  chofen. 

This  is  the  grafs  which  in  Sweden  is  fo  much  valued  for 
feeding  (heep. 

Gmelin  Flor.  Sibir.  fays,  that  the  wandering  Tartars 
chcofe  to  fix  their  fummer’s  encampment  in  places  where 
the  greateft  plenty  of  this  grafs  is  to  be  met  with,  becaufe 
they  are  fenfible  it  affords  a  fweet  and  good  nourifhment  for 
all  kinds  of  cattle,  but  chiefly  fheep  :  and  he  obferves,  that 
the  fepulchral  monuments  of  the  antient  Tartars  are  moflly 
found  in  places  that  abound  with  this  grafs ;  which  fhevvs, 
adds  he,  that  it  has  long  been  valued  amongft  them. 

The  above  is  taken  notice  of  by  the  very  ingenious  Mr. 
Stillingfleet  in  his  Obfervations  on  Grafles  ;  a  work  which 
cannot  be  enough  prized,  not  only  on  account  of  the  many 
ufeful  hints  contained  in  it,  but  becaufe  this  public-fpiritei 
gentleman  was  the  firft  who  prefented  to  our  view  the  many 
kinds  of  excellent  grades  which  grow  in  England  in  a  na¬ 
tural,  wild,  and  oncultivated  flate. 

Mr.  Stillingfleet,  treating  of  the  grafs  now  in  queffion, 
VIZ.  the  Jheep* s  fefcue  grafs,  fays,  it  is  to  be  found  in  great 
plenty  in  many  parts  of  England  and  Wales,  and  indeed  on 
all  the  fineft  flieep-paifures  in  Herefordfhire,  Berkfhire, 
Oxfordfhire,  Norfolk,  ^c. 

This  is  a  forward  grafs,  perfedling  its  feeds  early  in  th^e 
fpring.  The  above  very  ingenious  writer  farther  obferves, 
that,  contrary  to  what  Linnaeus  fays,  either  the  fheep,  or 
fome  other  animals,  do  eat  the  flowering  ftems  of  this 
grafs  \  for,  on  fearching  Banftead-downs  at  the  proper 
feafon,  he  could  find  nothing  but  the  radical  leaves  of  it, 
unlefs  amongfl;  the'  bufbes  near  the  hedges,  where  it  was 
guarded  from  the  flieep. 

This  then  is  the  nature  of  the  Jheep' s  fefcue  g^afs  in  its 
wild  ftate.  We  find  it  is  eftcemed  by  the  Swedes  and  Tar¬ 
tars,  and  univerfally  found  on  all  our  befl;  fheep-walks  in 
England  :  may  we  not  reafonably  then  conclude,  that  this 
is  as  proper  a  pafture  as  any  we  can  chufe  for  our  flieep  ? 
and  is  it  not  to  be  prefumed,  chat  when  it  comes  to  be 

cultivated, 
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cultivated,  it  will  improve  in  its  qualities,  and  will,  doubt- 
lefs,  thrive  better,  and  yield  a  greater  produce,  when  it  is 
unelbowed  by  voracious  intruders  ? 

The  author  of  the  Swedifh  Pan,  tranflated  by  Mr. 
Stillingfleet,  hiys,  that  “  flieep,  above  all  things,  delight 
in  the  fejluca^^  (fefcue  grafs)  ‘‘  and  grow  fatter  upon  it 
than  any  other  kind  of  grafs.”  This  is  a  further  induce¬ 
ment  for  our  cultivating  it. 

There  are  feveral  other  kinds  of  fefcue  grafs  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Stillingfleer,  purple  fefcue v/hich  grows  in  great 

plenty  on  Banftead-downs,  and  is  fine  feed  for  iheep. 

The  fote  fefcue  affords  excellent  feed  for  horfes.  Mr. 
Stillingueet,  quoting  a  piece  publiflied  in  the  Amoen. 
Academ,  voL  III.  entitled  Plantce  Efculenta^  takes  notice, 
that  the  author  of  it  fays,  artic.  90,  “  that  the  feeds  of 
this  grafs  are  gathered  yearly  in  Poland,  and  from  thence 
carried  into  Germany,  and  fometimes  into  Sweden,  and 
“  fold  under  the  name  of  manna-feeds.  Thefe  are  much 
“  ufed  at  the  tables  of  the  great,  on  account  of  their 
‘‘  nourilhing  quality  and  agreeable  taffe.” 

/  Our  ingenious  countryman,  in  his  addition  to  this  paffage, 
has  the  following  words.  “  Mr.  Dean,  a  very  fenfible 
farmer  at  Rufeomb,  Berkfhire,  affured  me,  that  a  field, 
“  always  lying  under  v.^ater,  of  about  four  acres,  that  was 
“  occupied  by  his  fatlier  when  he  was  a  boy,  was_^covered 
by  a  kind  of  grafs  that  maintained  five  farm-horfes  in 
good  heart,  from  April  to  the  end  of  harveft,  without 
giving  them  any  other  kind  of  food,  and  that  it  yielded 
more  than  they  could  eat.  He,  at  my  defire,  brought 
me  fome  of  the  grafs,  which  proved  fote 

fefcue^  ,with  a  mixture  of  the  marjhbent.  Whether 
this  laft  contributes  much  towards  furnifhing  fo  good  a 
“  paflure,  I  cannot  fay.  They  both  throw  out  roots  at  the 
joints  of  the  ftalks,  and  therefore  likely  to  grow  to  a  great 
“  length.  In  the  index  of  dubious  plants  at  the  end  of 
“  Ray’s  Synopfis,  there  is  mention  made  of  a  grafs,  under 
‘‘  the  name  of  gramen  caninum  fupinum  longtjfimum-^  gfow^' 
*Gi}g  not  far  from  Salifbury,  twenty-four  feet  long:  This^ 
4  -  muft 
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by  its  length,  be  a  grafs  with  a  creeping  fialk  ; 
and  that  there  is  a  grafs  in  Wiltfhire,  growing  in  v/atery 
meadows,  fo  valuable  that  an  acre  of  it  lets  from  ten  to 
“  twelve  pounds,  I  have  been  informed  by  fevcral  perfons. 
Thefe  circumftances  incline  me  to  think  it  muff  be  tho 
jiote  fefeue  ;  but,  whatever  grafs  it  be,  it  certainly  mud 
deferve  to  be  enquired  after. 

There  is  a  clamminefs  on  the  ear  of  the  f  ote  fefeue^ 
**  when  the  feeds  are  ripe,  that  tafles  like  honey,  as  I  have 
often  found  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  perhaps,  they  are 
“  called  manna-feeds. 

“  Linneeus  Flor,  Suec.  art.  95,  fays,  that  the  bran  of  this 
“  grafs  will  cure  horfes  troubled  with  hots,  if  kept  from 
drinking  for  fome  hours. So  far  the  very  ingenious 
Mr.  Stillingfleet. 

I  own,  I  (hould  be  apt  to  conclude,  from  what  is  faid 
above,  that  the  Jiote  fefeue  is  one  of  the  bed  grafTes  that  we 
can  cultivate  for  the  ufe  of  our  horfes,  and  the  more 
efpecially,  as  it  appears  to  thrive  bed  in  wet  low  meadows, 
where  many  other  grades  would  not  grow. 

There  are  at  Cla^on-lodge^  in  the  county  of  Edex,  not 
far  from  Thorp,  fome  low  meadows,  which  are  every  year 
flooded  for  months  together  during  the  winter  feafon  :  thefe 
meadows  are  covered  with  a  grafs  of  a  remarkable  fattening 
quality  ;  for  when  old  cows  were  turned  into  them,  though 
they  were  ever  fo  poor  and  low  in  fled,  they  would,  in  a 
fpace^  of  time  furprifingly  fhort,  grow  fat ;  and,  wden 
killed,  the  meat  would  look  as  fine,  and  tade  as  well,  as 
that  of  any  deer,  or  ox,  I  ever  eat.  This  fact  was  told 
me  at  the  lodge,  whild  I  was  dining  on  a  large  joint  of 
this  meat,  with  the  gentleman  who  then  occupied  the  farm. 

I  cannot  help  imagining,  that  the  grafs  growing  in  thefe 
meadows  is  the  fote  fejciie\  but  as  I  have  not  been  lately' 
in  that  part  of  England,  1  have  had  no  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
amining  it. 

Tliere  is  another  grafs,  mentioned  bv  Mr. 
which  feems  particularly  well  adapted  to  dairy  farms  3  that 
iSj  the  annual  meadow  grad, 

V'^OL.  II.  No.  iQ.  R.  r 
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Our  author  obferves  this  makes  the  fineft  of  turfs.  It 
called  in  fome  parts  the  Suffolk  grafs.  He  has  feen,  he  fays, 
whole  fields  of  it  in  High  Suffolk^  without  any  mixture  of 
'Other  grafles  ^  and  as  fome  of  the  heft  fait- butter  we  have 
in  London  comes  from  that  county,  it  is  moft  likely  to  be 
the  befi:  grafs  for  the  dairy. 

It  would  be  a  very  eafy  matter  to  procure  plenty  of  the 
feeds  of  this  grafs  from  Suffolk ;  by  which  means  it  might 
be  propagated  and  cultivated  in  all  parts  of  England,  where 
the  foil  and  fituation  were  adapted  to  its  growth. 

It  is  indeed  amazing,  amidft  the  great  variety  of  grafTes 
v/hich  grow  naturally  in  England,  that  fo  few  farmers  have 
had  any  thought  about  improving  their  meadows  and  paf- 
tures :  they  feem  to  take  every  thing  upon  truft,  imagining, 
perhaps,  that  the  grafs  they  find  growing  naturally  in  their 
grounds  is  much  better,  and  more  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  than  any  other  they  could  fow,  or  regularly  cul¬ 
tivate,  in  its  (lead. 

*  This  is,  indeed,  a  very  narrow  v/ay  of  thinking,  and, 
fiiould  it  be  encouraged,  would  Toon  put  a  flop  to  all  ini- 
provements  in  hufbandry. 

Wg  have  long  been  enflaved  by  cuftom  :  it  is  time  for 
to  fliakc  off  our  fetters,  and  rouze  ourfelves  from  the  deep 
lethargy  which  has  prevented  us  from  perceiving,  or  at  ieafl 
from  removing,  the  difadvantages  of  the  old  hufbandry,  the 
pradlice  of  which  is,  in  many  refpedls,  abfurd,  ridiculous,, 
and  againft  nature. 

Many  ftruggles  have,  within  this  century,  been  made  to 
improve  our  hufbandry ;  but  thefe  were,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  without  fuccefs.,  till  the  eifabliflirnent  of  the  fociety 
of  which  we  are  members :  then,  it  is  true,  a  dawn  of 
hope  began  to  revive  in  the  breaft  of  every  lover  of  his 
country.  The  pi'cmlums  they  have  offered  have  occalioned 
fome  improvements,  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt,  but 
many  good  effcdls  vin'll  proceed  from  them. 

Few  farmers  are  now  ftrangers  to  the  advantages  refulting 
■from  the  culture  of  clover,  efpecially  on  ftrong  lands,  where 
it  thrives  to  admiration.  I  have  feen  amazing  crops  of  this 

hay 
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liay  got  from  fields,  which  before  yielded  the  occupier 
fcarcely  any  fodder  for  his  cattle;  whereas,  by  the  culture 
of  this  ufeful  plant,  he  is  enabled  to  encreafe  his  flock,  and 
vary  his  crops  to  a  much  greater  advantage. 

Clover  now  often  fupplies  the  place  of  a  fallow,  and  very 
fine  wheat  is  found  to  grow  upon  a  clover  lay,  though 
the  crop  is  not,  'perhaps,  fo  large  as  when  it  is  fown  on  a 
fallow. 

The  lucern  was  formerly  efteemed  an  exotic  plant ; 
yet  we  find  it  thrives  very  well  in  England,  efpecially 
if  it  is  cultivated  in  Mr.  Rocque’s  method,  of  which  I 
fee  a  correfpondcnt  of  yours  has  obliged  the  public  with 
a  detail.  , 

The  advantages  refulting  from  the  culture  of  faintfoin 
have  long  been  known  in  Kent,  and  many  other  parts  of 
England,  where  a  great  deal  of  it  is  annually  fown. 

The  Kentifh  farmers  find  it  thrives  well,  and  yields  a 
reafonable  encreafe,  in  foils  where  fcarcely  any  other  plant, 
fit  to  produce  fodder  for  their  cattle,  would  at  all  take  : 
fuch  are  the  chalky  foils  to  be  met  with  in  many  parts  of 
that  county. 

Our  artificial  paflures  are  now  fo  much  encreafed,  that  I 
hope  no  farmer  will  be  at  a  lofs  what  kind  to  fow :  they 
are,  one  or  other  of  them,  fulted  to  every  foil  and  circum- 
ftance;  and  there  is,  in  fact,  no  pretence  for  the  ill-judged 
pradiices  which  have  long  been  adopted  by  the  occupiers  of 
land  in  England, 

By  the  help  of  artificial  paflures  we  may  crop  our  lands 
without  allowing  any  year  of  fallow,  and  yet  gratify  the 
foil  with  a  greater  variety  than  the  old  hufbandry  would 
admit  of. 

Few  farmers  are  enough  fenfible  of  the  very  great  ad¬ 
vantages  that  may  be  made  by  judicioufly  fowing  pulfe  or 
legumenous  plants,  fuch  as  peas,  beans,  tares,  no¬ 

thing  can  be  more  efFedfual  for  deflroying  weeds,  nothing 
can  better  tend  to  prepare  land  for  a  fucceding  crop  of 
y/heat. 
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I  lhall  not  detain  your  readers  longer  at  this  time,' 
but  defer  enlarging  on  this  fubjedt  till  another  opportunity 
occurs  tOj 


Gentlemen, 


London, 
May  24,  1764. 


Your  humble  fervant, 

.  A  By-StandeRo 
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number'  lxxxix.  , 

A  Letter  io  the  Editors^  on  the  Benefit  of  fowing  Wheaty  in. 
particular  Infiancesy  on  an  Oat-Stuhble  ;  and  on  the  Jdvan-' 
tages  refiulting  from  the  Ufie  of  Chalk,  as  a  Manure  to  clayey.. 
Soils, 


Gentlemen, 

IF  I  miftake  not,  fome  of  your  correfpondents  have  ex** 
prcfied  a  furprife,  that  wheat  fliould  follow  oats  in  a 
courfe  of  crops;  as  I  have  a  little  leifure  on  my  hands,  Ifhali 
endeavour  to  give  them  fome  fatisfadfion  in  this  point. 

I  have  been  many  years  a  farmer  in  this  county,  and  though 
I  did  not  finifh  my  education  at  Cambridge,  yet  i  flatter  my- 
felf,  I  am  not  entirely  ignorant  of  what  I  call  neceffary 
knowledge.  ' 

In  many  cafes  experience  is  the  beflinftpd^or;  and  if  to  this 
a  farmer  adds  obfervation  on  caufes  and  effedfs,  he  can  fcarce- 
ly  fail  of  fuccefs  in  his  occupation. 

I  live  within  a  few  miles  of  the  eaftern  extremity  of  EJ/exy 
where,  though  ourpradlice  may  not  be  much  refined  by  mo-* 
dern  improvements,  yet  is  it  far  from  being  clogged  with 
many  obftinate  errors. 

The  chief  manure  that  we  depend  on  for  our  lands  in  till¬ 
age,  is  yard-dung;  and  this  is  well  known  to  breed  an  infinity 
of  w^eeds,  infomuch  that  when  we  dung  a  fallow,  and  fow 
it  with  wheat,  the  crop  is  over-run,  choked  with,  and  almofl 
deftroyed  by  weeds,  which  fpring  up  with  it,  and  accompany 
it  in  its  growth. 

It  w’as  natural  for  us  to  feek  for  a  remedy  for  fo  great  an 
evil ;  and  this,  after  many  years,  if  tradition  fpeaks  truth,  was 
luckily  difcovered. 

3  The 
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The  remedy  above  hinted  at,  is  no  other  than  Towing 
white  o^ts  on  our  fallow,  as  a  firft  crop  :  thefe,  for  we  allow 
a  large  quantity  of  dung  to  an  acre,  take  off  the  ranknefs, 
deftroy  numberlefs  weeds,  and  prepare  the  land  to  yield  a 
Tweet  crop  of  wheat. 

I  perceive,  Tome  of  your  correfpondents  know  nothing  of 
this  hufbandry;  but  they  fhould  not,  like  the  mole,  think  ali 
light  dazzling,  that  is  too  powerful  for  their  weak  eyes. 

Very  few  underftand  all  branches  and  methods  of  huT- 
bandry ;  and  indeed  it  is  commonly  Taid,  that  the  art  of 
farming  can  never  be  completely  attained  :* we  therefore 
ffiould  never  think  ourfelves  too  old  to  learn. 

A  fyftem  that  may  do  extremely  well  on  one  farm 
would  ruin  the  tenant,  if  indifcriminately  applied  to 
pra61ice  on  another,  perhaps  only  divided  froni  the  firft  by 
a  Tingle  hedge.  A  farmer,  to  thrive,  muff  be.  a  judge  of 
circumftances  and  contingencies.  What  might  be  very  ex¬ 
pedient,  and  even  neceffary,  in  one  cafe,  would,  perhaps, 
be  downright  madnefs  in  another.  I  advife,  therefore, 
every  farmer  to  think  before  he  ads ;  for  more  farmers  arc 
l^uined  for  want  of  thinking,  than  for  want  of  working. 

Some  of  your  readers  may,  perhaps,  be  ignorant  of  the 
great  benefits  refulting  from  the  ufe  of  chalk,  as  a  manure 
on  clay  lands :  from  experience  I  recommend  the  ufe  of  it ; 
but  It  fhould  be  laid  on  rough,  in  large  clod.s,  and  the  land 
will  be  more  gradually  benefited  by  it.  The  falts  in  the 
air  will  penetrate,  and  crumble,  the  clods;  and  the  land  on 
which  the  chalk  is  laid  will  foon  be  brought  into  a  ftate  of 
fermentation,  reduced  and  pulv'erifed  in  a  fpecial  manner, 
infomuch  that  afterwards  one  ploughing  will  go  as  far  to¬ 
wards  bringing  it  into  tilth,  as  two  would  before. 

The  quantity  of  chalk  ffiould  be  proportioned  to  the 
ft ubbornnefs  of  the  foil.  I  have  ufed  it  in  various  quantities, 
^rom  fifteen  to  thirty  tumbril  loads  on  an  acre. 

The  virtues  of  this  manure  are  not  exhaufted  under,  at 
leaff,  twenty  years  ;  neither  are  they  much  perceived  till  the 
third  year;  but  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years  the  farmer 
has  reafon  to  thank  thofe  who  advifed  him  to  the  ftep  of 
chalking  his  clay  lands :  and  happy  is  he  who  can  afford  to  do 

k. 
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it,  provided  he  has  a  long  leafe ;  for'  lands,  not  Worth  five 
iliiilings  an  acre,  have,  by  this  nneans,  been,  in  a  year  of' ^ 
two,  made  worth  twenty. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

yoifr  humble  fervant,  and  reader, 
May  30,  1764.  An  Essex  Farmer* 


NUMBER  XC. 


^  Letter  to  the  Editors  on  the  Benefit  of  Lime^  when  applied  - 
as  a  Manure  to  a  fandy  Soil, 


Gentlemen, 


IN  my  letter  to  you  on  the  ufe  of  gofs,  or  fufze,  as  food 
for  cattle,  (feeNumb.  XXXlX.page  118  of  this  Volume) 
I  mentioned  having  found  great  benefit  from  liming  fome 
of  the  land  therein  defcribed. 

I  have  now  only  time  to  give  an  account  of  one  particular 
piece  of  the  fandy  ground,  of  about  fix  acres,  which  had 
been  ploughed  at  leaf!  thirty  years,  and  feldom,  or  never^ 
produced  a  good  crop ;  and  vaftly  fubjedt  to  what  we 
call  walder^  and  huddle^  hodle^  or  gould.)  as  fome  call  it. 

The  opinion  of  the  farmers  being,  that  lime  would  do 
very  little  or  no  good  on  ftale  ploughed  lands,  induced  me 
to  make  the  experiment  on  two  acres  of  this  field,  as  I  had 
(  conceived  a  different  opinion :  I  therefore  had  rather 
more  than  a  Winchefter'  bufhel  of  lime  laid  on  every  perch,^ 
and  this  too  after  a  v^ry  bad  crop  of  barley,  which  was 
full  of  the  above-mentioned  weeds.  It  having  been  well 
cleared  from  grafs,  I  had  it  Town  the  beginning  of  Decem¬ 
ber  following  with  wheat:  the  produce  was  great,  and 
free  from  any  kind  of  weeds. 

This  fuccefs'  made  me,  the  year  before  lafi:,  lime  two 
acres  more  of^it  (which  had  produced  a  very  poor  crop  of 
tares)  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  as  the  wheat-land  was  fo 
very  clean,  I  had  that  fown  again  with  wheat,  the  two 
acres  lafl  limed,  and  alfo  the  remaining  two  acres,  which 
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liad  been  fown  with  buck,  or  French  wheat,  and  flood  for 
a  crop,  partly  by  way  of  experiment,  and  alfo  to  bring 
this  field  into  one  tilth:  the  confequence  was,  that  part 
which  was  wheat  before  was  good,  and  clear  from  weeds ; 
the  laft  limed  exceeding  good,  and  quite  free  from  weeds; 
but  the  other  part,  which  had  not  been  at  all  limed,  was 
full  of  thofe  weeds,  and  hardly  worth  mowing 

I  am  therefore,  from  the  refult  of  thefe  experiments,  in¬ 
clined  at  prefent  to  believe,  that  lime  will  feldom  fail  af 
fuccefs  on  ftale  ploughed  land,  fuch  as  fand  and  gravel, 
provided  a  fufficient  quantity  be  laid  on,  as  it  clofens  thefe 
lands,  and  by  that  means,  I  apprehend,  it  prevents  the 
weeds  from  growing. 

i  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

June  4,  1764.  AKentishman, 
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A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  defcribing  an  Injirument  far  mahlrt^ 
Drains  ;  and  alfo  relative  to  the  artifcial  Grajfes  that  are 
fit  for  wet  Clays, 

Gentlemen, 

IT  is  with  pleafure  that  I  read  yoiir  valuable  work,  which 
isfo  well  calculated  for  conveying  ufeful  knowledge  from 
one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another.  I  fhall  offer  m^^ 
mite,  if  you  think  it  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  colledfion  : 
if.  not,  when  you  have  read  it,  you  may  lay  it  afide,  and 
the  trouble  of  reading  it  will  not  be  great. 

It  is  upon  a  fimple,  but  ufeful,  inftrument  for  draining 
W’et  land,  which  we  call  a  guttering^  or  drainhig  plough^ 
and  is  worked  by  -one  man  only  :  I  prefer  it  to  that 
plough  drawn  by  horfes,  for  feveral  reafons;  as  in  wet 
land  (which  is  the  land  that  wants  draining)  the  horfes  tread 

tQ& 

*  We  fhould  be  glad  if  this  gentleman  would,  at  his  leifiire, 
enter  more  at  large  on  his  management  of  his  poor  landi  N. 
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too  much,  and  are  more  chargeable  than  this  worked 
by  one  man,  though  perhaps  that  may  make  a  deeper 
drain  ;  but  this  will  make  one  of  fix  or  eight  inches  deep. 
It  is  ufed  much  for  draining  of  bleaching-grounds  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  may  do  very  well  for  wet  clay 
meadow-land,  where  the  foil  is  but  ebb,  and  apt  to 
put  up  a  large  quantity  of  rufhes,  as  much  of  the  meadov/- 
land  with  us  is  apt  to  do  after  fuch  a  wet  winter  as  the 
laft  has  been. 

In  flat  clay  meadow-land,  if  a  drain  of'  four  or  five 
inches  broad,  and  fix  or  eight  inches  deep,  be  made  be¬ 
tween  every  land,  and  the  clods  gathered  in  heaps,  and 
mixed  with  lime  or  dung,  or  both,  to  ferment  together, 
it  affords  a  good  quantity  of  manure  to  be  laid  upon 
the  land,  when  well  rotted,  and  Is  very  ferviceable  for 
preventing  the  ruflies  from  getting  fuch  a  head  as  they 
are  apt  to  do  in  our  wet  land  ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  * 
it  will  effedtualiy  kill  them  :  if  any  of  your  correrpondents 
will  favour  us  with  a  method,  or  manure,  that  would 
elfe6lually  kill  them,  it  would  be  very  acceptable,  I  am 
perfuaded,  to  many  of  your  readers. 

Whether  this  method  be  univerfally  pra^flfed,  or  not,  I 
know  not ;  but  this  I  know,  it  has  not  been  long  in  ufe  with 
us  in  this  part  of  the  country;  but,  from  its  great  utility, 
it  ought  to  be  publicly  known  and  pradfifed  in  wet  land: 
and  if  any  of  your  correfpondents,  where  the  pradlice  has 
been  of  longer  ufe  with  them,  will  favour  us  with  any  im¬ 
provements  upon  fo  ufeful  an  inftrument,  or  the  manner  of 
working  it,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  many  of  the 
-readers  and  well-wilhers  to  your  ufeful  work. 

Some  may,  perhaps,  think  it  too  hard  labour  for  one 
man  to  work  with  it;  but  I  can  certify,  by  experience,  that 
one  man,  of  middling  ftrength  and  acSfivity,  will  do  as 
much  work  as  a  dozen,  or  more,  with  little  fhovels;  which 
has  been  pradfifed  afore*  time  with  us.  :  , 

As  my  fituation  is  upon  a  wet  clay  with  little  foil,  I  have 
not  made  many  experiments  with  artificial  grafs,  which  has  * 

been 
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been  fo  much  treated  of  in  your  ufeful  colle6]:ion  5  only  clover, 
which  I  can  get  to  anfwer  tolerably  well  for  one  year, 
but  the  winter  often  dellroys  much  of  it  ;  and  once  a 
fmall  parcel  of  rye-grafs,  which  I  think  more  durable  upon 
wet  land. 

My  common  method  for  pafture,  when  I  defign  a  piece 
of  land  to  lie  after  feveral  years  tillage,  is,  to  leave  it 
upon  the  wheat  root ;  by  which  means  it  comes  to  grafs  the 
fooner ;  and,  as  the  land  lies  higher  upon  the  ridge,  it  is 
kept  dryer  in  the  winter,  which,  in  our  wet  land,  ought 
to  be  much  regarded. 

As  I  occupy  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  land,  having 
other  bufinefs  upon  hand,  I  have  not  made  fo  many  ex¬ 
periments  in  agriculture  as  in  fome  other  things,  which  I 
may  fometime  or  other,  perhaps,  communicate  to  you,  if 
you  think  them  worth  your  obfervation 

But  as  writing  and  drawing  are  not  my  occupation,  you 
muft  excufe  any  inaccuracy  m  the  ftyle,  or  ipcorre£lnefs  in 
the  drawing,  well  knowing  that  you  can  corre(^  the  one, 
and  your  engraver  the  other. 

If  any  of  your  correfpondents  would  favour  us  with 
the  refult  of  their  experiments  relative  to  the  propereft 
artificial  grafs  to  be  fowh  On  wet  clay  land,  with  the  beft 
method  of  managing  it,  it  would,  I  am  perfuaded,  be 
very  acceptable  to  many  of  your  readers,  and  particularly 
to,  '  ' 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Gorton,  near  Manchefter,  _  J*  S* 

June  I,  1764. 

*  We  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  from  this  correfpondent  on  the 
fubjefts  he  alludes  to.  R. 
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Explanation  of  the  Figure.  , 

Aj  the  point. 

E,  B,  the  right-hand  fide. 

F,  C,  the  left-hand  fide.  Thefe  fides  are  perpendi** 
Cular,  or  upright,  eight  inches  high,  or  more,  or  lefs,  as 
you  pleafe ;  the  fore-edge  inclining  backward,  which  is 
made  (harp  for  cutting,  as  likewife  the  point  A.  The 
diftance  between  the  two  fides  four  or  five  inches, 
the  width  you  would  have  the  drain,  or  gutter,  to  be 
made. 

D,  fhews  where  the  ftale  goes  into  the  focket: 
there  is  here  a  fmall  wedge  on  the  under  fide  to  fet  it 

higher  or  lower,  when  it  is  worked  with.  From  F 

_  / 

to  G,  a  rib  is  faftened,  as  alfo  one  on  the  other  fide, 
to  make  it  the  breadth  of  the  mouth,  that  the  clod  may 
lie  upon  it  till  it  is  ready  to  turn  ofF. 

H,  a.  ftrong  peg  about  a  foot  long,  and  two  inchet 
diameter,  faftened  to  the  fide  of  the  ftale  with  fcrews  : 
tihis  peg  refteth  upon  the  land  When  the  clod  is  to  be  turned 
cut  of  the  mouth. 

I,  K,  a  crofs  piece  three  feet  long  for  handles,  and  to 
pulh  with,  or  againft,  when  it  is  at  work. 

ail"  I  ,  — -  - - - - - -  -  III  HI 
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A  Letter  to  the  Editors  concerning  a  very  ingenious  new* 
invented  Carriage^  much  fuperiory  for  carrying  heavy 
Loads y  without  Injury  to  the  Roads y  to  any  now  in 
JJfey  yet  not  more  expen/wt  in  the  Pur  chafe  than  common 
Carriages, 

Gentlemen, 


YOU  did  me  the  honour  to  infert  in  your  colledflon 
(VoI>  I.  N^.  CXII.  page  477)  a  paper  of  mine, 
with  fome  plans  of  carriages  that  might  be  ufeful  to  the 
hufbandman  and  gardener. 

S  s  2  Since  ^ 
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Since  that  time  I  have  feen  one  of  them  executed.  It  isf 
the  fmall  wheel-barrow,  which  has  anfwered  fo  well,  as 
to  perform,  with  one  boy,  the  work  of  four  men  with  four 
common  barrows.  '  > 

Though  this  contrivance  is  pf  a  trifling  nature,  yet,  I 
imagine,  in  large  improvements  it  might  fave  feveral 
guineas  in  a  year. 

But  in  a  trading  nation,  where  inland  navigation  is  difli- 
cult  or  tedious,  nothing  can  certainly  be  of  more  general 
utility  than  a  contrivance  which  i^aU  leflen  the  expence  of 
land  carriage. 

*  This  (as,  I  imagine,  ds  obvious  to  every  perfon  ikilled  in 
the  principles  of  mechanics)  could  eafily  be  effe(51:ed  for  a 
few  years  ;  but  the  iujuries  the  roads  muft  fuffer  in  the  end^ 
or  the  continual  expence  necefiary  to  keep  them  in  re¬ 
pair,  would  in  a  fhort  time  counterbalance  the  advantage^ 
which  would  at  lirft  arife  from  it, 

'rhe  only  method  that  remains  is,  therefore,  to  eonflru6l: 
a  carriage  that  fhall  carry  a  much  greater  weight,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  number  of  borfes  that  are  to  draw  it,  than 
any  yet  invented,  that  lhall  not  injure  the  roads,  nor  yet 
cofl:  more  in  its  firft  purchafe  than  common  carriages 
now  do. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  I  have  invented  a  machine  whiefe 
fhall  anfwer  ail  thefe  ends. 

It  is  fomething  like  the  cart  for  hay,  mentioned  by  m© 
in  page  477?  above  referred  to. 

In  that  paper  I  only  offered  it  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  ingenious.  Since  that  time,  had  re- 
courfe  to  experiment,  which  fhould  alone  encourage  me 
to  fpeak  with  confidence  of  fuccefs  in  any  thing  of  this 
nature,  ’ 

With  models  of  the  broad-wheeled  cart  and  waggon  now 
in  ufe,  I  tried  one  of  the  carriage  abovo  mentioned.  Witb 
the  fame  power  it  moved  three  times  and  one  fixth  the 
weight  that  any  of  the  others  did,  and  cut  but  half  the 
depth  that  they  did  into  the  foft  fubifance  upon  which  I 
tried  them. 


I  have 
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I  have  been,  for  a  fhort  time  fince  then,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  where  a  nobleman,  with  whom  I  am  acquainted^ 
tried  a  carriage  fomething  refembling  this,  though  want¬ 
ing  a  material  principle  of  it ;  which  bad  fuch  fuccefs 
as  to  be  fhewn  to' Lord  Northumberland  for  his  appro¬ 
bation. 

With  the  improvements  I  have  fmce  made  in  my  former 
plan,  I  imagine  it  will  very  much  exceed  any  carriage  yet 
invented.  . 

Firft,  as  four  horfes  flaall  in  this  do  the  work  of  twelve  in 
any  other  carriage. 

Secondly,  as,  by  its  being  upon  two  wheels  only,  no 
greater  weight  can,  by  the  moft  avaricious  carrier,  be 
placed  upon  it,  to  injure  the  roads,  than  two  horfes  can 
fupport.  * 

Thirdly,  as  it  is  Icfs  expenfive  in  its  firft  ftru£fure. 

And, 'fourthly,  as  it  will  keep  the  roads,  with  very 
little  coft,  in  fuch .  repair  as  to  be  equally  convenient 
for  the  fingle-horfe,  the  poft-chaife,  and  every  other  car¬ 
riage. 

I  have  not,  at  prefent,  leifure  to  fend  you  an  exa£l  plati 
of  it,  with  dimenfions,  If,  however,  it  fliould  be 

defired,  I  will  either  procure  you  a  draught  of  it,  or  fend 
a  model  of  it  to  whatever  place  you  fhall  dire(5l  *  :  or 
if  any  perfon  in  particular,  or  the  fociety  for  promoting  arts 
in  genera],  fhould  defire  it,  I  believe  I  could  procure  a 
workman  who  would  enter  into  engagements  as  to  its 
fuccefs,  fufficiently  fatisfaftory  to  his  employer. 

If 

*  We  are  greatly  obliged  to  our  correfpondent  for  this  fecond 
token  of  his  approbation  of  our  endeavours  to  ferve  the  public  j 
and  his  future  letters  will  always  with  pleafnre  be  received.  If 
this  gentleman  will  fend  up  to  Mr.  Nevvbery’s,  in  St.  Paul’s 
Church-Yard,  the  model  of  his  carriage,  or,  if  he  rather  chufes 
it,  an  accurate  draught,  with  a  defcription  of  the  whole,  and  the 
feveral  proportions  and  dimenfions  of  the  parts,  together  with 
the  refult  of  his  experiments,  we  will  take  care  to  have  a  plate 
engraved,  and  infert  it  in  our  work.  E,  N. 
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If  this  letter  ftiould  be  thought  worthy  a  place  in  youf 
coikiSlion,  I  (hall  be  extremely  glad  that  the  amufement  of 
my  leifure  hours  (hould,  in  any  meafure,  be  of  utility  to 

she  public.  , 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yoiir  reader  and  admirer, 

June  4,  1764,  R.i  L.  E<, 

‘  --  .  ■  _  ,  _  -  _  _ 

NUMBER  XCIIL 

On  the  Benefit  of  fowingWh eat  Seed  In  a  dry  Seafon  unprepared^ 

.  in  a  Letter  to  the  Editors, 

G  ENTLEMEN, 

Experience,  which  E  the  beft  rhiftrbrs  and  inftruc- 
trefs  in  matters  which  relate  to  hufbandry,  has  taught 
me  a  very  ufeful  truth. 

I  had  a  few  years  ago  a  large  field,  containing  twenty 
acres,  which  I  had  fallowed  with  great  care,  and  prepared 
for  fowing  in  wheat. 

Half  of  this  field  I  fowed  in  the  ufual  way,  foking  and 
liming  my  feed  ;  but  happening  not  to  have  ked  enough 
prepared,  and  other  bufinefs  urging  me,  through  hafte  I  fowed 
the  remaining  ten  acres  with  good  found  plain  wheat,  dry, 
without  liming,  foking,  brining,  or  any  other  prepara¬ 
tion  whatever. 

The  feafon  happened  to  be  dry,  and  the  drought  continued. 
7'he  foked  feed  prefently  fproiited,  and  appeared  above 
ground  ;  but  it  was,  the  greateft  part  of  it,  foon  parched, 
fiarved,  and  burnt  up  in  its  premature  growth,  fo  that,  oit 
this  fide  the  field,  I  had  at  harveft  but  a  very  thin  and  poof 
crop;  whereas  the  feed  on  the  other  half  lay  fecure,  with¬ 
out  fprouting  during  the  long  drought,  and  when  the  fifff 
rains  came,  grew  as  favourably  as  1  could  wifh,  and  what  is 
{fill  better,  yielded  a  very  plentiful  return  at  harveft. 

•  Imagining  it  might  be  of  ufe  to  my  brother  farmers,  I 
Comnl«nicat{?  to  them  this  particular  through  the  channel  of 
your  work. 

The  affair  above  mentioned  has  ever  fince  determined  me, 
in  a  dry  feafon,  to  fow  my  wheat  feed  naked  and  unprepared; 
and  I  have  never  once  failed  of  fuccels  in  this  practice. 


3. 


If 


ET  COMMERCIAL  E.  315 

If  any  hufbandman  ftiould  reap  benefit  by  this  advice,  it 
will  give  me  a  very  fenfible  pleafure,  and  amply  repay  me  for 
the  little  fhare  of  trouble  I  have  had  in  writing  tp  you  thi$ 
letter. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  teftify  to  you  my  approbation  of 
your  undertaking ;  and  I  hope,  for  the  benefit  of  farmers  in 
general,  that  you  will  continue  it. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Worcefter,  June  i,  1764. 

'  A.  H. 


I 
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A  Letter  to  the  Editors^  recommending  an  Alteration  of  the  Plan 

of  the  Worh 

Gentlemen, 

Have  been,  ever  fince  the  publication  of  your  Firft  Number^ 
1.  a  purchafer  of  your  work,  and  muft  own  that  I  am  abun¬ 
dantly  fatisficd  with  the  perufal  of  many  curious  pieces, 
which  I  find  to  be  contained  in  it ;  yet  you  will,  I  hope,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  point  out  an  amendment  of  your  plan,  which 
would,  I  conceive,^e  very  agreeable  tonuinbers  of  your  more 
intelligent  readers. 

I  have  long  efteemed  your  work  a  valuable  repofitory  of 
whatever  is  to  be  found  moft  curious  in  agriculture,  the  arts, 
inanufaiffures,  and  comrnerce :  but  would,  it  not  be  better  if 
you  referved  it  for  the  infertion  of  fuch  pieces,  and  fuch  only, 
as  are  truly  deferving  of  the  attention  of  the  curious  reader, 
either  from  the  novelty,  or  ufefulnefs  of  their  contents? 
Many  of  my  friends  are  of  opinion  this  would  bean  improve^ 
ment  of  your  plan. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  there  are  in  your  colle£l:i6n  any 
letters  totally  undeferving  of  notice;  but  I  cannot  help 
remarking,  that  many  things  occur,  communicated  by  your 
correfpondents,  which  feem  fcarcely  worthy  a  place  in  fuch 
a  work;  things  which  moft  intelligent  farmers  and  country 
gentlemen  have  been  long  acquainted  with. 

Few 
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Few  of  the  readers  of  your  work  want,  I  prefume,  to  be 
inftru£ted  in  common  things :  they  read  #ith  an  intention  of 
improving  themfelves  in  their  pratffices ;  and  if  they  meet,  in 
your  colle<£i:ion,  matters  recorded,  which  they  were  before 
wdl  acquainted  with,  they  are  at  leaft  difappointed  in  their 
^xpefied  improvements^, 

I  prefume  not  to  didfate^  yet  could  wifh  to  fee  this  altera¬ 
tion  take  place,  as  the  world  would  thereby  be  much  more 
benefited  by  your  excelient  papers,  than  it  now  poffibly  can 
be;  for  how  great muft  be  the  ufe  of  fuch  a  regular  monthly 
publication,  of  twenty  or  thirty  letters,  all  written  on 
matters  equally  new  and  curious  ! 

Whether,  you  approve  of  my  hint,  or  not,  I  fhall  equally 
fubfcribe  myfelf,  pjpNTLEMEN, 

Your  confiant  reader, 

June;,  1764.  .  .  A  CouNTiiy Vicar. 

*  We  are  always  much  obliged  to  fuch  of  our  correfpondents  as 
favour  us  with  their  fentiments  refpedling  the  plan  of  our  work, 
which  we  would  willingly  make  as  perfed  as  poiiible,  and  im¬ 
prove  it  in  any  proper  manner  that  may  be  pointed  cut  to  us, 
provided  it  is  hot  thereby  rendered  lefs  extenfively  ufeful.  We 
have,  it  is  true,  among  our  readers,  many  gentlemen  eminent  for 
their  knowledge  and  experience, '  to  whom  fome  of  the  pieces 
contained  in  our  work,  being  written  on  fubje<fts  by  them  well 
known,  may  poffibly  appear  almoji  infipid ;  but  it  mull  at  the 
fame  time  be  obferved,  that  great  numbers  of  our  readers  are 
plain,  honeft,  well-meaning  farmers',  who  know  nothing  of  what 
is  pradifed  at  any  confiderable  difiance  from  the  place  in  which 
they  live.  ,  We  would  doubtlefe  wilh  to  give  all  poliible  fatisfac-' 
non  to  the  hrfi  clafs  of  intelligent  readers ;  yet  mufi  we  not,  ju- 
the  mean  time,  forget  the  improvement  of  the  honeft  farmers. 
Our  work,  as  we  have  more  than  once  obferved,  is  intended  as'  a 
channel  of  intelligence  to  convey  the  ufeful  practices  of  one  part  of 
the  kingdom  to  other  places  W'here  they  are  not  known ;  by  which 
means,  in  the  fpaceof  a  few  years,  'all  parts  of  the  kingdom  will 
be  equally  improved  in  their  methods  of  culture  When  mat¬ 
ters  are  brought  to  this  point,  then  may  we  chearfully  embrace 
the  plan  pointed  out  to  usby  Citf  correfpondent,  and  admit  no 
common  things  into  our  work,  as  common  things  will  then  be 
generally  known  ;  but  till  then  we  cannot  but  think  it  highly 
neceflary  to  encourage  a  mutual  intercourfe  of  communication 
from  various  parts  of  the  Britilh  dominions :  we  fiiall,  however, 
be  fiill  careful,  as  we  have  hitherto  been,  not  to  admit  any  mat¬ 
ters  that  are  univerfally,  or  even  generally  known  to  the  pradi- 
cal  farmers,  as  it  is  their  improvement  which  we  have  greatly 
at  heart.  E.  R,  N. 


Mufeum  Rufticum^  &c. 


For  JULY,  1764. 
VOLUME  the  SECOND. 
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Si  tibi  lanicium  curae^  primum  afpera  fylva, 

Lappaeque  tribulique  abbrit :  - —  Virg,  Georg. 

^  Letter  to  the  Editors^  relative  to  a  Premium  offered  by  the 
Society  for  promoting  Arts^  for  dif covering  a  Compofiiion  for 
marking  Sheep  without  Injury  to  the  IVooU 

Gentlemen, 

IN  page  389,  No.  LXXXVIII,  Vol.  I.  of  Mufeum 
Rujiicum^  I  obferve  a  letter,  where  the  writer  takes  a  very 
particular  notice  of  a  premium,  iffued  fome  years  ago, 
a  compofition  for  marking  Jheep  without  injuring  the  wool^  as 
is  now  done  by  the  ufe  of  pitch  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
hath  given  a  circumftantial  detail  of  the  fociety’s  proceed¬ 
ings  relative  to  that  matter,  yet  without  that  due  circum- 
fpedfion,  I  prefume,  the  affair  demanded. 

In  the  recital  of  tranfa£fions,  accuracy  fhould  always  be 
attended  to,  as  plain  narrative  is  more  eafily  acquired  than 
elegance  of  ftyle. 

Vol.  II.  II.  Tt 


It 
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It  is  probable,  the  writer  might  receive  his  intelligence 
at  a  fecond  hand,  and  there  the  error  begins :  for  when 
the  committee  tried  the  different  compofitions,  by  wafhing 
them  in  hot  water  and  foap,  he  adds,  that  they  all  failed 
but  one  ;  part  of  all  the  fuhflances  always  adhering  to  the 
wool,  in  fpite  of  fuch  wajhing ;  inftead  of  which  it  fhould 
have  been  faid,  no  part  of  fuch  fubftances  were  at  all  dif- 
cbarged  by  fuch  wafhing,  but  all  remained  obftinately 
fixed,  except  one,  and  that  one  was  an  earth  of  the  ochrous 
kind^  See, 

Why  he  fhould  denounce  that  compofition  to  be  of  the 
ochrous  kind,  I  know  not,  unlefs  it  was  from  its  colour  ; 
for  its  properties,  by  no  means,  correfpond  with  any 
fpecies  of  ochre,  as  none  of  that  tribe  can  dye  a  colour, 
but,  by  their  adhefion,  a6I  in  toia  fubjlaniia^  therefore 
muft  inevitably  wafh  out  in  a  fhort  time. 

I  hope  the  author  will  forgive  this  ftriiffure,  as,  doubtlefs, 
his  intention  was  to  convey  the  beft  intelligence  to  his 
friend  :  my  defign,  therefore,  in  this  letter,  is,  to  elucidate 
the  paper  already  fpoke  of,  by  inferring  fome  particulars 
very  neceflary  to  be  known  by  every  reader,  who  is  defi^ 
rous  that  fuch  an  ufeful  difeovery,  as  the  compofition  now 
referred  to,  may  not  be  laid  afide,  and  buried  in  oblivion. 

The  fociety,  on  their  publication  of  the  advertifement 
for  a  compofition  for  the  marking  of  fheepj  ^c.  confined 
their  intentions  to  the  two  following  weighty  objects,  viz, 
cheapnefs  and  durability ;  for  without  two  fuch  qualities 
its  ufe  would  be  totally  impracSficable. 

The  candidate,  therefore,  whofe  compofition  only  pafed 
the  various  trials  made  by  the  committee,  and  was  by  them 
referred  for  a  fubfequent  experiment,  fhewed  great  judg¬ 
ment  in  his  thus  perfecting  thofe  two  important  motives, 
and  adding  thereto  a  third,  viz,  the  facility  of  dircharging 
it  from  the  wool,  at  any  period,  in  a  common  wafli. 

All  the  other  fubftances,  which  have  been  offered  for  the 
above  premium,  have  been  compounded ;  fome  of  pitch 
only,  the  candidate  advifing  it  to  be  beat  out  of  the  fleece  ; 
others  pitch  and  tar  ;  fome  were  common  plafteis,  others 

were 
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Were  embodied  with  bees-wax  :  even  colours,  with  drying 
oil,  were  produced,  both  for  the  laft  and  former  premiums. 

The  prices  excluded  many ;  the  ufual  bad  effects,  the 
moft  of  them  5  and  the  impoffibility  of  difcharging  and  ren¬ 
dering  the  wool  clean, -ALL. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  fociety,  by  an  advertife- 
ment,  ordered  the  candidate  to  fend  one  hundred  weight  of 
thecompofuipn,  whofe  fpecimen  was  marked  A.B.C.  D.E.F. 
and  that  the  fame  might  be  put  in  ten  cafksy  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  gentlemen  who  might  defire  to  make  an 
experiment ;  to  which  was  fubjoined  a  fuller  account  of  the 
manner  of  ufing,  than  what  had  before  appeared  to 
the  committee :  which  paper,  by  fome  miftake  or  other, 
never  was  delivered,  and,  in  all  probability,  may  have  been 
the  occafion  of  the  matter  fleeping,  as  it  now  doth. 

However,  that  your  readers  may  partake  of  the  advan¬ 
tage  that  may  hereafter  arife  from  the  ufe  of  fo  valuable  a 
difeovery,  and  which,  before  this  time,  would  have  been 
put  in  pradtice,  but  for  the  moft  cogent  reafons,  I  have 
procured  a  copy  of  the  above  paper,  with  an  authority  to 
communicate  it  in  your  Mufeum 

I  own,  it  is  a  little  furprifing  the  fociety  fhould  not  come 
to  fome  refolution  in  the  matter,  efpecially  as  there  is  only 
a  fingle  candidate,  and  fo  confpicuous  a  ftep  made  in  fuch 
an  interefting  concern.  Where  there  are  competitors,  it 
is  difficult  to  prefervean  impartiality;  but,  in  the  former 
cafe,  fuppofing  any  difficulties  to  have  arifen  in  the  proof  of 
the  fuccefs*<^of  the  compofition,  I  fee  not  the  leaft  impro¬ 
priety  in  the  fociety  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  candidate  to 
perfedl  what  he  feems  fo  worthily  to  have  begun. 

lam,  Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant. 

May  I,  1764.  Philo-Patri^. 

M.S.  A. 

*  We  are  greatly  obliged  to  our  correfpondent  for  fo  impor¬ 
tant  a  communication,  (which  immediately  follows  this  article) 
and  (hall  take  care  to  fet  a  proper  value  on  any  future  pieces  he 
may  favour  us  with.  H. 
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A  Paper  referred  to  in  the  laft  Article. 

^0  the  Right  Honourable  and  Honourable^  &c.  &c.  &c.  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  ArtSy  ManufaSiureSy 
and  Cotmnerce^ 

Gentlemen, 

IT  is  with  fingular  pleafure  I  have  complied  with  your 
order  for  one  hundred  weight  of  my  compofltion  for 
the  marking  of  jfheep,  And  give  me  leave  to  affure 

you,  I  receive  the  higheft  fatisfa61:ion  in  being  informed,* 
that,  amongft  fo  many  candidates,  mine  alone  merited  your 
farther  confideration.  The  fubfequent  trials,  which  you 
have  referved  for  a  determination^  I  alfo  gladly  rely  upon, 
and  frankly  fubmit  the  decifion  to  your  candour  and  im¬ 
partial  judgment. 

To  the  inftru^lions  v/hich  I  fent  you  before,  annexed  to 
the  fpecimen  of  my  compofltion,  marked  A.B.C.  D.E.F. 
I  alfo  fubjoined  a  blanket,  with  thofe  letters  inferted.  The 
three  hrft  are  done  with  the  compofltion  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  order  5  the  lail  three  with  another  fort,  w'hich, 
upon  repeated  trials,  I  was  induced  to  rejedf,  firft,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  price,  and  ultimately,  as  it  doth  not  ftand 
'  the  weather  fo  well ;  which  may  be  judged  of,  by  viewing 
the  blanket :  of  this  kind,  therefore,  I  have  fent  in  no  Ipe- 
cimen,  deeming  it  needlefs. 

In  the  above  paper  I  have  faid,  that  the  compofltion  may 
be  had  for  eighteen  fhillings  per  hundred  weight,  and  that 
the  fame  will  mark  one  thoufand  fheep.  In  that  I  am  to 
be  underflood  where  the  compofltion  is  dry  :  for  one  hun¬ 
dred  weight  of  the  compofition-pow'der  makes  one  hundred 
and  a  half  when  mixed  up  for  ufe,  which  then  reduces 
the  price  confiderably.  Inflead,  therefore,  of  one  thoufand, 
It  will  mark  fifteen  hundred  flieep,  or  upwards,  in  the 

ufual 
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ufual  manner ;  which  is  about  half  a  farthing  for  each 
iheep. 

In  my  enquiry  relative  to  the  difcovery  of  compofitions 
for  the  marking  of  ftieep,  1  have  confined  myfelf 
chiefly  to  the  price,  as  cheapnefs  is  the  prime  confideration  ; 
the  next,  to  colour :  there  I  have  conformed  to  red,  which 
is  the  moft  approved  of  among  the  fliepherds ;  yet,  refpeiSl- 
ing  its  duration  in  the  weather,  it  is  no  motive,  as  the 
compofition  may  be  as  efFe6tually  transferred  into  any  other 
colour.  I  have  alfo  retained  the  common  and  eafy  manner 
of  marking  with  the  iron,  which  is  beft  underftood  by  the 
farmer.  I  (hall  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  repeat  the  in- 
ftrudfions  more  fully,  relative  to  the  method  of  ufing  the 
compofition,  viz. 

To  every  pound  weight  of  the  compofition,  pour  on 
half  a  pint  of  boiling  water ;  ftir  it  well :  the  veflel  to  be 
ufed  may  be  entirely  at  the  option  of  the  farmer.  When 
the  matter  is  cold,  dip  the  iton  in  it,  and  mark  the  fheep 
in  a  ftrong  and  clear  manner,  in  any  part  whatever.  I 
prefer  boiling  water,  that  anfwering  beft.  If  what  remains 
at  any  time  unemployed  fiiould  grow  dry,  it  may  be  wetted 
again  as  before,  as  no  time  can  deftroy  its  property ;  and, 
being  a  powder,  it  will  be  very  eafily  conveyed  through 
the  kingdom. 

It  is  cuftomary  in  many  counties  to  mark  twice  a  year, 
even  with  pitch,  &c.  for  the  various  tranfitions  of  wea¬ 
ther,  particularly  frofts  and  dews,  force  fuch  friable  fub- 
ftances  to  feparate  into  hard  matty  knots,  and  by  that 
means  render  the  mark  obfcure ;  which  inconvenience  is, 
by  my  method,  avoided,  as  it  dies  not  only  the  points,  but 
the  whole  body  of  the  wool,  without  altering  the  texture  or 
feel  thereof  in  the  leaft.  If,  by  any  error,  there  ftiould 
hereafter  appear  a  necefiity  to  mark  a  fecond  time,  when 
the  animal  is  in  full  coat,  the  expence  will  be  found  fo 
trivial,  as  even  then  not  to  exceed  the  price  of  the  materials 
now  in  ufe. 

I  (hall  not  take  up  your  time  in  reciting  the  prodigious 
advantage  which  muft  accrue  to  the  public  by  fo  beneficial 
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a  difcovery,  in  the  faving  fo  much  time  and  wool,  being 
well  apprifed  of  your  fuperior  knowledge  in  thofe  two  im¬ 
portant  heads;  but  only  add,  that  the  compofition  will 
not  walh  out  of  the  fleece  in  cold,  or  hot  water  only,  but 
with  a  little  foap,  or  lye,  it  will  totally  difcharge  without 
damage  to  the  wool,  and  not  leave  the  leaft  ftain  behind, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

With  the  greateft  refped:  and  elleem, 

Your  moft  obedient. 

And  obliged  humble  fervant, 

May  4,  1762.  ^  E.  E, 
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T?wo  vulgar  Errors  in  the  Writers  on  Hujbandry^  refpeSting 
the  Sowing  of  Grafs-Seedsy  pointed  out  in  a  Letter  to  the 
Editors, 

Gentlemen, 

TW  O  errors,  (which  give  me  leave  to  call  vulgar 
ones,  not  from  being  the  errors  of  the  country  peo¬ 
ple,  but  of  the  writers  on  hufbandry,  by  whom  they  are 
conftantly  inferted,*  and  which,  for  want  of  the  teft  of 
experience,  are  mere  conjedures)  (hall  be  the  fubjedt  of 
this  letter. 

The  firfl:  is  a  general  aflertlon,  that  the  proper  times  to 
fow  grafs-feeds  are  at  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer,  or  about 
Michaelmas. 

In  the  year  1762,  I  fowed  fome  ground  with  grafs-feeds, 
at  the,  above-diredted  time.  The  feafon  was  tolerable, 
and  the  feeds  came  up  well,  the  ground  being  very  fine. 
The  winter  was  in  general  frofly,  and  much  fnow.  The 
feeds,  when  ^ I  expedled  them  to  flour ifh  in  fpring,  were 
almoft  quite  eradicated,  only  here  and  there  one  being  to  be 
feen  ;  fo  I  was  obliged  to  plough  it  up  again. 

In  1763,  concluding  that  the  theory  was  flill  right,  and 
the  failure  owing  to  the  froft,  I  fowed  another  piece  of 

ground 
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ground  at  tl^  end  of  the  fummcr  with  grafs>feedfi,  and  Tome 
more  with  faintfoin.  The  following  winter  was  quite  open 
and  mild  ;  fome  rains  before  Chri^mas,  but  good  weather 
afterwards.  The  fuccefs  has  been  the  fame  as  the  year  be¬ 
fore,  a  very  great  deficiency,  efpecialiy  in  the  faint¬ 

foin,  which  I  have  been  forced  to  fow  again. 

I  only  mention  thofe  two  trials,  as  the  fuccefs  was  the 
fame  in  different  feafons,  but  have  often  before  tried  this 
fyftem,  perfilfing  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  fault  was 
either  in  the  feed,  or  feafons,  or  foil ;  but  now  I  am  perfedfly 
convinced,  that  (unlefs  winter  can  be  turned  into  fummer) 
late  fowing  will  not  fucceed  once  in  five  times,  nor  will 
fpring  fowing  fail  above  once  in  five. 

The  fecond  error  in  the  huHbandry-writers  is  a  con#ant 
affertion,  that  feeds  ftiould  never  be  fown  with  corn  ;  that 
the  greedinefe  of  the  farmer,  by  fowing  them  together, 
is  a  great  lofs  to  him  in  the  future  goodnefs  of  the 
grafs,  &c,  ■ 

I  will  not  fo  pofitively  (as  before)  infifl:  on  the  falfity  of 
this  advice,  but,  on  conffant  trials,  will  venture  to  fay, 
that  in  light  foils  it  is  better  for  the  land,  and  mucli  more 
advantageous  to  the  farmer,  to  fow  them  together. 

Let  ground  be  ever  fo  well  tilled,  there  will  remain  in 
it  a  quantity  of  the  feeds  of  annual  weecls  :  thefe  will,  on 
the  land  refting,  immediately  fprout,  and  about  Midfum- 
mer  become  a  confiderable  crop,  running  out  the  goodnefs 
of  the  foil,  and  fmothering  the  feeds,  (which  are  of  a 
flower  growth,  being  intended  by  Nature  to  gontinue 
longer)  and,  if  not  prevented  by  mowing,  will  fhed  their 
feeds,  and  fill  the  ground  for  a  next  year’s  crop. 

If  feeds  are  fown  with  corn,  the  corn,  being  of  quick 
growth,  prevents  many  of  the  weeds  from  growing  ;  and' 
the  farmer,  for  the  fake  of  his  crop,  will  have  the  more 
grofs  ones  weeded  out:  by  this  means  the  following  year 
the  ground  will  be  clear  for  the  growth  of  the  grafs- feeds  ; 
not  to  mention  fome  advantage  of  the  ftanding  ftubble  befog 
a  Ihelter  in  winter  for  the  young  plants. 
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I  have  frequently  fown,  for  the  fake  of  the  experiment^ 
part  of  a  field  in  one  way,  part  in  the  other ;  and  will 
venture  to  affirm,  that,  in  general,  the  feeds  fown  with 
corn  make  the  cleaneft  and  heft  fwartk ;  not  but  it  will 
happen,  in  particular  years,  that  the  corn  will  damage  the 
feeds  by  being  too  rank.  I  have  a  crop  of  barley  juft  now 
on  my  ground,  that  I  expe6t  to  ruin  the  faintfoin  which 
was  fown  with  it,  but  it  is  particular,  and  may  not  happen 
again,  at  leaft,  I  never  had  it  fo  before,  unlefs  from  my 
own  mifmanagement. 

I  have  had  experience  in  moft  forts  of  feeds,  lucern, 
faintfoin,  ray-grafs,  trefoil,  ^c,  have  fown  them  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  manners  j  and  though,  perhaps,  the 
fyftem  I  follow,  which  is  founded  on  it,  may  not  fucceed 
with  others,  yet  I  will  never  be  inftrumental  (as  all  fyftem-  . 
mongers  are)  in  mifleading  others  by  a  mifreprefentation  of 
fa6ls. 

Timothy  and  burnet  will  have  their  run.  The  firft  is  a 
rank  weed,  common  enough  in  this  country  :  the  fecond 
will,  I  am  perfuaded,  from  the  pains  requifite  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  it,  enrich  Mr.  Rocque,  by  felling  the  feed  at 
two  (hillings  per  pound,  more  than  all  the  purchafers  of  it 
put  together, 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  &€. 

Rusticus. 


NUMBER  XCVIII. 

Detail  of  the  Methods  of  making  foUd  and  comly  Pot-ajh^ 

addrejfed  to  the  Editors,  : 


Gentlemen, 


AS  I  am  a  fubfcriber  to  your  work,  which  I  always  perufe 

with  great  pleafure,  I  bad  an  opportunity  of  obferving^ 

in  page  50.  of  this  volume,  among  other  articles  for  enquiry, 

the  following.  ' 

^  .  Pot*aJh^ 


i 
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Pot-ajh — The  various  kinds  of  afhcs  now  ufually  in 
‘demand  in  thefe  kingdoms,  the  fubje6l  of  which  the 
difterent  kinds  are  made,  and  the  procefs  for  making 
each  kind.” 

Therefore,  as  I  am  confiderably  concerned  in  the  pot- 
a(h  trade,  and  am  defirous  of  communicating  what  has 
come  under  my  knowledge  and  experience  for  the  public 
good,  it  will  give  me  great  fatisfadlion  if  the  little  in¬ 
formation  I  can  give  you  lliould  merit  a  place  in  the 
Ji^ufeum  Rujiicum 

There  are  very  confiderable  quantities  of  foreign  afhes, 
imported  into  this  kingdom  from  Ruffia,  Spain, 
in^  demand,  apd  of  different  kinds ;  ‘but  as  thefe  come 
no  farther  under  my  knowledge,  1  fhall  treat  only  of  thofe 
that  do. 

We  have  only  two  kinds  of  afhes  made  in  our  country, 
viz,  foUd^  or  hard^  and  comhy^  or  light  afhes,  and  both  in 
demand  for  home  confumption. 

The  fubjedls,  of  which  the  different  kinds  are  made,  are 
as  follow. 

Wood-ajhes^  which  are  principally  made  in  farm-houfes, 
where  wood  is  burnt  as  fuel,  are  bought  up  by  the 
pot-afh  burners,  from  fix -pence  to  eight-pence,  and  fome- 

VoL.  II.  N^.  II.  U  u  timfp 

*  We  are  greatly  obliged  to  this  correfpondent'for  the  infor¬ 
mation  he  has  given  us  refpefting  the  making  of  pot-afh  ;  and 
'the  more  fo,  as  we  are  fully  convinced  of  the  importance  of 
this  knowledge  to  the  intelligent  farmer.  The  writer  of  this 
note  knew  a  farmer,  in  the  county  of  Effex,  who  rented  about 
two  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  was  thought  to  pay  fo  dear 
for  his  land,  that  his  neighbours  concluded  he  would  not  hold 
it  long  ;  yet,  to  their  great  furprife,  he  had  better  crops  than 
any  of  them,  and  in  the  fpace  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  years  got  a 
pretty  fortune;  all  which  fuccefs  he,  with  great  juflice,  attri¬ 
buted  to  a  pot-afh  office  he  had  eredled  on  his  ground.  It  is  alfo 
remarkable,  this  farmer’s  land  was  clear  of  weeds,  when  the 
neighbouring  fields  were  choked  up  with  them.  He  found  the 
pot-afli  muck  agree  with  any  crop  on  his  land,  which  was  ra- 
thqf  lliff  and  cold,  though  good  wheat-land  when  properly 
tilled.  He  had  amazing  crops  of  barley,  but  he  almofl  alwa)£ 
fowed  his  barley  on  a  good  fallow,  and  a  fine  tilth.  £. 
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times  ten- pence,  per  bufhel,  corn  meafure^,  and  carried 
*to  the  pot-a{h  office,  in  which  are  erected  large  fats,  or 
vats,  (containing  from  four  to  eight  fcore  bufhels  of  wood 
afhes)  with  under-becks,  and  are  wrought  by  threes ;  fo 
that  you  have  either  three,  fix,  or  nine  vats  in  every  office, 
and  for  this  reafon  : 

The  afiies  being  trod  down  into  the  vats,  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  water  is  continued  to  be  laid  on  till  it  runs 
through  the  afhes  into  the  under- beck.  The  liquor  run¬ 
ning  from  the  firft  is  laid  on  the  fecond  vat,  which  is  one 
third  ftrongef  than  the  firft  ;  and  ^the  liquor  of  the  fecond 
vat  is  laid  on  the  third,  which  is  alfo  one  third  ftronger 
than  the  fecond.  When  it  has  thus  run  through  the  third 
vat,  the  lees,  as  the  liquor  is  then  called,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
ftrong  enough  for  burning  ;  but  the  ftrength  is  proved  by 
weighing  the  lees  in  fmall  quantities  f . 

The  lees  thus  made  is  then  put  into  a  ciftern,  or  cafk, 
fet  into  the  ground  level  with  the  floor  of  the  office,  in 
which  a  perfon  is  employed  in  fteeping  of  ftraw  for  the 
burner,  till  all  the  lees  are  fucked  up.  At  the  fame  time 
another  perfon  is  employed  in  burning  that  ftraw,  fo  taken 
out  of  the  ciftern  ;  which  burning  will  produce  either  folid 
or  light  aflies,  whichfoevsr  the  intention  is  to  make. 

*  Now,  if  I  would  make  folid  afhes,  the  lees  muft  be  made 
as  I  before  defcribed  ,  and  I  would  burn  up  thofe  lees  with 
peas  or  bean  ftraw  only.  But  if  I  chufe  to  make  light  or 
comby  afhes,  (of  which  we  make  by  much  the  greateft 
quantity,  and  of  this  kind  of  aflies,  I  believe,  the  fineff 
in  the  kingdom)  I  would  proceod  as  before  in  making  the 
leeS,  with  this  difterence  only  j  they  muft  be  ftronger,  and 
inftead  of  peas  and  bean  ftraw,  I  would  burn  barley,  wheat, 
and  clover  ftraw,  mixed  with  a  little  peas  ftraw. 

After 

*  Wood-adies  in  Eflex  are  bought  up  for  this  purpofe  at  five- 
pence  to  feven-pence buflrel.  E. 

f  Our  corrcfpondent  would  oblige  us  by  letting  us  know  how 
much  a  given  quantity  of  the  lees  ought  to  weigh,  when  fit  for 
burning,  either  for  the  hard  or  comby  afaes.  E, 


/ 
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After  the  vats  are  run  through  the  third  time,  they  are 
emptied,  and  the  afhes,  which  are  called  pot~aJh  ?nucky 
make  excellent  manu.e  for  fome  kinds  of  foil,  particularly 
cold,  and  the  loofe  woodcock  foil 

From  this  manure  I  have  feen  prodigious  crops  of  corn, 
cfpecially  peas ;  and  from  the  fdllowing  method  : 

After  the  peas  are  fet,  pot-afh  muck  has  been  cafl:  by 
hand  over  the  land,  and  afterwards  run  over  with  a  bufh- 
harrow,  which  fill  up  the  holes,  or  cavities,  in  the  land, 
with  the  afhes  5  and  this  1  never  knew  fail. 

The  principal  inducement  with  us  to  make  pot-afh  is, 
for  the  muck  ;  and  this  is  evident  from  an  obfervation  I 
have  often  made,  that  no  body  makes  pot-afh  but  thofe 
V/hofe  land  requires  fuch  manure. 

If  this  account  does  not  fufficiently  anfwer  the  enquiry 
above  mentioned,  I  fhall  be  very  ready  to  give  any  far¬ 
ther  information  in  my  power  f . 

J  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  conftant  reader, 

And  well  wifher, 

Stow-Market,  Suffolk,  J.  R, 

June  i4,  1764. 


*  We  fiiould  be  glad  if  this  gentleman  would  particu¬ 
larize  all  the  different  forts  of  foil  to  which  this  manure 
is  adapted,  and  inform  us  to  what  crops  it  is  of  mofl  be¬ 
nefit.  £ 

t  We  fhall  be  well  pleafed  to  hear  from  this  gentleman  as 
pften  as  he  cliufes  to  favour  us  with  his  letters.  E.  R. 
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number  c. 

jfx  Account  of  the  Prices  of  P§rk,  as  contra^ed  for  from 
Pime  to  Time  by  the  Vi^ualling-Offjce^  commencing  AnnQ 
1683,  which  is  as  far  back  as  Books  can  be  had. 


Medium  Price,  per  C.  wt.  at 


London, 

Portfmouth. 

Plymouth, 

Chatkam. 

Daver, 

Years,. 

S. 

b. 

S, 

P. 

S. 

p. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

p. 

1683 

25 

li 

U 

0 

/ 

1684 

26 

0 

<* 

, 

23 

4 

1685 

26 

6 

, 

1686 

26 

0 

r 

1687 

25 

3  ' 

1688 

23 

9 

1689 

31 

8 

2690 

25 

G 

24 

9 

24 

q 

1691 

24 

2 

26 

23 

10 

23 

q. 

1692 

24 

JI 

0 

22 

10 

24 

0 

1693 

29 

6 

30 

0 

31 

6 

31 

6 

1694 

32 

6 

32 

0 

1695 

32 

3 

32 

0 

33 

'  0 

1696 

29 

6 

6 

4 

1697 

31 

0 

35 

0 

* 

j  f 

1698, 

32 

6 

32 

0 

1699 

33 

10 

35 

0 

30 

0 

32 

0 

35 

0 

1700 

33 

10 

28 

0 

32 

0 

8 

1701 

32 

4i 

32 

3 

« ; 

32 

1702 

33 

,-x 

/  2, 

3^ 

6 

29 

9 

30 

6 

5703 

27 

6 

34 

0 

25 

8 

3704 

24 

0 

27 

6 

24 

3 

25 

6 

1705 

27 

loi 

28 

b 

25 

8 

28 

6 

27 

6 

1706 

«  27 

5 

27 

0 

25 

3 

29 

0 

27 

6 

1707 

25 

7-? 

27 

9 

26 

0 

28 

0 

3708 

28 

4t 

28 

3 

26 

4i 

29 

0 

1709 

30 

7i 

3^ 

9 

29 

6 

3^ 

0 

1710 

45 

7t 

45 

0 

37 

0 

63 

4^5 

0 

1711 

58 

6 

55 

6 

45 

7i- 

0 

5b 

0 

-  I 

712 

Years. 

1712 

J713 

lp4. 

J715 

1716 

1717 

1718 

1719 

1720 

1721 

1722 

1723 

1724 

1725 

1726 

1727 

1728 

1729 

1730 

1731 

1732 

1733 

1734 

1735 

1736 

^737 

1738 

1739 

1740 

1741 

1742 

^^743 

1744 

1745 

1746 

^747 
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Medium  Price,  per  C.  wt.  at 


London.  Portfmouth,  Plymouth.  Chatham.  Dover* 


s. 

D. 

s. 

D. 

s. 

p.  S.  D. 

s. 

D. 

31 

9 

36 

6 

27 

io 

31 

0 

30 

9 

31 

0 

24 

3 

30 

0 

29 

Id 

32 

0 

23 

6 

28 

0 

30 

0 

23' 

6 

31 

3 

32 

0 

26 

0 

30 

0 

30 

9 

33 

0 

28 

0 

32 

6 

29 

loi 

33 

0 

26 

6 

.^7 

6 

29 

6 

23 

it 

32 

0 

37 

9 

35 

0 

24 

lot 

43 

3 

42 

0 

28- 

6 

3^ 

0 

28 

0 

26 

0 

1 

24 

0 

23 

9 

31 

0 

30 

0 

17 

II 

34 

6 

26 

lot 

37 

6 

37 

0 

32 

0 

35 

6 

37 

6 

3^ 

0 

32 

0 

30 

0 

25 

9 

40 

6 

39 

6 

28 

0 

29 

3 

29 

6 

25 

2- 

24 

5 

25 

6 

20 

10 

19 

0 

18 

8 

25 

0 

25 

0 

19 

2 

23 

5i 

24 

0 

21 

Si¬ 

24 

6 

21 

2t 

23 

6 

^9 

ll 

23 

II 

23 

8 

19 

II 

22 

6 

2o 

6 

30 

I 

30 

0 

21 

0 

25 

9i 

29 

7i 

23 

2- 

31 

ot 

33 

25 

31 

36 

3J 

3« 

4 

25 

3i 

32 

9 

31 

9t 

32 

9i 

31 

I0| 

27 

2i 

26 

10 

24 

6 

26 

10 

22 

5t 

22 

^o| 

2l 

9 

22 

8 

21 

9t 

22 

9i 

19 

23 

6 

24 

24 

20 

4 

24 

Or 

25 

3i 

21 

3 

/ 
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HUMBER  XCIX. 

An  Account  of  the  Prices  of  Beef  as  contrasted  for  from 
Time  to  Time  by  the  ViStualling  Office^  commencing  Annd' 
16835  which  is  as  far  back  as  Books  can  be  had» 

Medium  Price,  per  C.  wt.  at' 


London.  Portfmouth, 


I’^ears. 

s. 

D. 

s. 

D. 

1683 

18 

8 

17 

0 

1684 

20 

0 

19 

0 

1685 

20 

0 

1686 

17 

0 

1687 

20 

1688 

20 

6 

1689 

20 

10 

i6qo 

y 

20 

4 

1691 

19 

3 

17 

6 

1692 

18 

6 

18 

6 

1693 

22 

0 

1694 

23 

4 

1695 

26 

0 

1696 

25 

2 

3697 

25 

0 

22 

0 

1698 

26 

0 

23 

6 

3699 

21 

9 

23 

6 

3700 

25 

0 

21 

2^ 

1701 

24 

6 

25 

6 

1702 

27 

3 

22 

3 

1703 

22 

6 

21 

0 

1704 

21 

2 

22 

0 

1705 

25 

'7 

23 

0 

1706 

21 

5 

20 

7 

J7O7 

19 

0 

19 

o- 

1708 

20 

6 

i8 

4 

1709 

26 

0 

22 

10 

J7IO 

31 

Q 

26 

0 

1711 

39 

6 

34 

0 

Plymouth. 

Chatham.  Dover, 

S.  D. 

S. 

D.  S.  D,- 

16 

0 

18 

4 

18 

8 

»9 

6 

18 

0 

19 

0 

17 

6 

18 

6 

17 

6 

24 

0 

21 

6 

24 

0 

24 

0 

27 

0 

24 

3 

24 

0 

21 

0 

23 

6 

22 

6 

21 

3 

26 

0 

22 

6 

23 

0 

24 

3 

21 

6 

21 

3 

21 

0 

20 

6 

24 

0 

23 

6 

23 

6 

22 

0 

22 

6 

24 

3 

19 

6 

20 

0 

23 

2 

18 

3 

19 

0 

22 

6 

19 

6 

21 

9 

20 

9 

t8 

9 

19 

7t 

20 

3 

18 

6 

18 

4 

19 

6 

17 

2 

18 

3 

19 

9 

21 

5 

20 

9 

22 

3 

24 

9 

22 

0 

,  26 

6 

24 

9 

30 

6 

1712 


1 

Years. 

1712 

^713 

1714 

1715 

1716 

1717 

1718 

1719 

1720 

1721 

1722 

1723 

1724' 

1725 

1726 

1727 

1728 

1729 

1730 

1731 

1732 

^733 

^734 

173s 

*736 

1737 

1738 

1739 

1740 

1741 

1742 

1743 

1744 

1745 

1746 

J747 
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Medium  Price,  per  C.  wt,  at 


London. 

Portfmouth. 

Plymouth. 

Chatham. 

Dovero 

S. 

b. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

D. 

23 

10 

22 

5 

20 

3 

21 

9 

22 

9 

23 

I 

20 

6 

17 

6 

19 

II 

22 

6 

21 

10 

21 

0 

18 

3 

22 

6 

^3 

3 

21 

3 

16 

6 

19 

10 

23 

9 

21 

i4- 

18 

4t 

20 

9 

20 

G 

22 

0 

19 

6 

19 

0 

20 

0 

20 

9 

23 

0 

24 

3 

18 

8 

20 

0 

21 

9 

24 

7t 

21 

44 

18 

lOT 

20 

4 

22 

0 

29 

3 

25 

5 

17 

lot 

25 

6 

21 

9 

23 

44 

20 

% 

26 

0 

26 

9 

18 

0 

17 

0 

« 

18 

i 

0 

17 

0 

13 

6 

ii 

6 

20 

0 

II 

II 

• 

20 

8 

19 

II 

16 

6 

17 

0 

26 

25 

3 

20 

5 

22 

6 

21 

9  ' 

22 

0 

18 

0 

19 

7i- 

20- 

0 

18 

II 

18 

6 

26 

0 

22 

6 

20 

8 

28 

0 

.  •  »•' 

t  / 

18 

6 

19 

6 

17 

0 

18 

3 

19 

6 

16 

6 

18 

6 

16 

9 

15 

6 

13 

0 

16 

I 

16 

44 

15 

0 

14 

9 

18 

8 

16 

5 

16 

3 

16 

2 

H 

4 

18 

5 

13 

3 

IS 

2 

13 

0 

14 

11 

16 

5 

13 

7 

14 

8 

12 

II 

13 

5 

15 

0 

13 

9 

18 

18 

7 

17 

I 

18 

0 

04 

17 

7 

18 

i|- 

18 

54 

19 

3t 

18 

44 

19 

III 

23 

7t 

23 

74 

22 

34 

20 

94 

24 

84 

24 

91- 

23 

7 

22 

64 

24 

71- 

26 

104 

24 

4 

25 

I 

22 

54 

22 

114 

26 

44 

19 

24 

20 

74 

19 

10 

22 

5 

20 

I 

18 

34 

18 

84 

18 

”4 

22 

84 

20 

64 

18 

94 

18 

94 

17 

23 

44 

19 

74 

21 

3l 

2l 

4 

19 

114 

24 

2 

22 

54 

19 

4t 

21 

04 

20 

34 

20 

94 

21 

5 

NUM- 
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NUMBER  Cl. 

An  Account  of  the  Prices  of  Peas^  as  contracted  for  from  Timt 
to  Time  by  the  ViCluaUing-Office^  commencing  Anno  1683J 
which  is  as  far  hack  as  Books  can  be  had. 


Medium  Price,  per  Qr.  at 


London, 

Portsmouth, 

Plyniouth. 

Chatham, 

Dover, 

Years. 

s. 

D. 

S, 

i>. 

S.  D. 

S, 

D, 

S,  D« 

1683 

27 

9 

1684 

3^ 

"6 

1685 

35 

0 

• 

* 

1686 

24 

6 

1687 

20 

3 

■■ 

1688 

20 

6 

■V.. 

1 

3689 

20 

9 

3690 

19 

0 

28 

0 

1691 

is 

a 

18 

0 

2692 

29 

0 

10 

00 

0 

26 

0 

1693 

36 

0 

- 

37 

0 

3694 

29 

6 

32 

0 

30  3 

1695 

28 

0 

•* 

24 

0 

29  3 

26‘96 

30 

0 

36 

0  ' 

34  0 

16-97 

34 

0 

32 

0  ' 

35 

0  \ 

35  0  ■ 

1698. 

38 

0 

36 

0 

40 

0 

1699 

38 

.  0  . 

40 

0  • 

1700 

38 

-  0 ' 

42 

6.  ' 

1701 

27 

6 

29 

'  0 

39'  0 

26 

6 

29  0 

1702 " 

'  27 

6 

29 

0 

28 :  8 

27 

3 

28  6 

1703 

'  n 

6 

25 

0 

24  '4  ' 

20  6 

1704 

25 

3 

30 

■  0 

26 '  8 

1705  - 

26 

0 

25 

0 

23  4 

24 

0 

23  0 

1706 

24 

3 

34 

6 

31  0 

27 

0 

23 

6 

27 

/ 

6 

26  0 

26 

6 

1708" 

26 

■  67 

29 

9 

28  0 

1709- 

30 

9 

46 

-  0 

70'  0 

• 

1710 

42 

6 

5^ 

6 

66  3 

I7II 

46 

6 

- 
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Medium  Ptlce^  pef  Qr.  at 


London. 

Portfmouth. 

Plymouth. 

Chatham. 

Dover* 

Years, 

S. 

D. 

S. 

i>. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

D* 

2712 

27 

4i 

30 

0 

34 

0 

' 

‘32 

0 

^713 

24 

9 

28 

0 

35 

<5 

26 

0 

2714 

33 

9 

32 

8 

38 

0 

29 

9 

1715 

30 

9 

30 

10 

32 

0 

1716 

27 

0 

28 

6 

32 

8 

d 

1717 

2r 

9i- 

26 

0 

22 

8 

1718 

22 

4t 

23 

4 

24 

6 

23 

§ 

1719 

28 

9 

33 

8 

38 

4 

2720 

33 

0 

4^ 

4 

42 

8 

1721 

28 

3 

29 

0 

1722 

22 

6 

24 

0 

0 

^723 

22 

3 

31 

4 

29 

4 

1724 

^28 

3 

.32 

0 

1725 

6 

24 

0 

36 

0 

1726 

3^ 

0 

34 

0 

3^ 

0 

34 

0 

1727 

27 

6 

35 

6 

34 

0 

ij2S 

31 

6 

35 

0 

1729 

3^ 

it 

29 

9 

26 

9 

22 

I 

21 

0 

^73^ 

25 

5t 

23 

6 

24 

0 

1732 

21 

0 

*733 

21 

3t 

24 

6 

28 

0 

1734 

20 

3 

24 

0 

24 

9 

S3 

6 

^735 

20 

'7t 

22 

2 

23 

6 

21 

i 

1736 

21 

10 

»737 

33 

3 

30 

0 

*738 

28 

It 

30 

0 

44 

0 

21 

5 

28 

6 

»739 

24 

23 

4 

2S 

0 

26 

0 

1740 

29 

ii| 

25 

6 

26 

7f 

1741 

33 

38 

10 

33 

1742 

26 

3t 

35 

6 

30 

9 

23 

10 

1743 

23 

i-fc 

22 

0 

21 

»744 

^9 

9 

21 

4 

i7 

$ 

1745 

2 1 

2— 

20 

8 

20 

9 

22 

0 

■4746 

23 

Ilf 

27 

8 

23 

6 

21 

4# 

1747 

21 

28 

d 

/ 

28 

19 

6 
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An  Account  of  the  Prices  of  Oatmeaf  as  contracted  for  from 
TCime  to  Time  by  the  Victualling  Office,  commencing  Anno 
1683,  which  ii  cis  far  back  as  Books  can  be  had ,  and  of 
Oats  contracted  for  at  the  Port  of  London. 

Medium  Price,  per  Q^.  at 


■V.  ,f;. 

London, 

Port(mouth« 

Plymouth. 

Chatham, 

Dover» 

Years, 

S, 

D. 

s. 

D. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

D. 

S.  D. 

1683 

1684 

26 

0 

1685 

35 

0  , 

' 

1686 

28 

0 

. 

* 

1687 

28 

6 

1688 

28 

6 

.  • 

1689 

27.' 

6 

y 

< 

1690 

27 

0 

! 

1691 

27 

6 

1692 

33 

6 

i 

1693 

39 

6 

39 

0 

1694 

40 

0 

* 

40 

6 

169s 

34 

0 

34 

6 

1696 

38 

0 

36, 

40 

0 

j,697 

35 

9 

0 

31 

0 

2.698 

34 

6 

36, 

0 

39 

4 

1699 

41 

0 

3^ 

0 

37 

0 

44 

0 

1700 

40 

6 

41  . 

6 

34 

0 

44 

0 

1701 

31 

3 

0 

28 

0 

31 

6 

1702 

.  29  • 

9 

28 

V 

0- 

26 

0 

33 

6 

,1703- 

26 

I0| 

23 

0  . 

20, 

0 

25 

0 

4704  ■ 

29 

0 

24  . 

0 

21 

0 

• 

^705 

29 

6 

6  ■ 

26 

6 

29 

3 

1706 

30 

0 

40  ' 

0 

26 

0 

29 

3 

1707 

29 

0 

28 

0 

21 

0 

24 

6 

1,708  '*• 

30 

9 

3^  ■ 

6 

^25' 

0 

,170.9. 

3«, 

0 

30 

6 

38, 

0 

/ 

\ 

42 

0 

53 

0 

45. 

0 

, 

1711' 

46 

0 

43 

0 

' 

1712 

34 

9 

32 

0 

22 

8 

2713 

28 

28 

6 

19 

lO 

€.714 

32 

7 

3^'  - 

4 

29 

4  O'- 

26 

1  715 

.3^ 

0 

25 

4 

lA. 

$ 

0 

0 

» 

1716 
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Medium  Price,  per.,Q£.  at 


London. 

Portfmouth. 

Plymouth. 

Chatham, 

Dover. 

Years. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

D. 

S. 

D. 

s. 

D. 

S.  D. 

1716 

26 

9 

24 

8 

24 

4 

26 

6  • 

1717 

28 

6 

22 

4 

21 

0 

27 

0 

•  • 

1718 

32 

3 

23 

4 

24 

8 

29 

6 

- 

1719 

38 

3 

29 

4 

29 

8 

-  3^ 

9 

1720 

37 

7i 

30 

8 

3^ 

0 

1721 

32 

loi 

28 

0 

> 

1722 

35 

6 

24 

0 

1723 

33 

9 

1724 

32 

6 

34 

8 

1725 

28 

0 

26 

8 

3^ 

0 

1 

1726 

28 

9 

28 

8 

26 

0 

i 

1727 

30 

0 

26 

8 

24 

0 

1728 

34 

6 

29 

4 

1729 

40 

6 

29 

8 

1730 

27 

lOi 

21 

0 

‘  .  ^ 

173^ 

29 

6 

23 

0 

f 

^732 

32 

5i 

20 

0 

4 

1733 

26 

lOr 

’ 

22 

0 

^734 

28 

3 

24 

7 

25 

0 

7 

^735 

33 

3 

26 

0 

23 

0 

i 

1736 

3<5 

lOl 

. 

• 

» 

-  -  ; 

^737 

27 

7i: 

22 

0 

Jl 

1738 

27 

2f 

23 

4 

22 

4 

V 

1739 

29 

5 

22 

8 

20 

4 

y 

1740 

40 

33 

8 

31 

4 

• 

1741 

40 

8 

3^ 

4 

34 

0 

1742 

29 

9i 

26 

0 

25 

10 

* 

^743 

28 

2j 

2-4 

.  0 

1744 

31 

6f 

22 

6 

J9 

5 

r 

•  ••  1 

J745 

36 

Or 

25 

3t 

22 

0 

1746 

34 

24 

I 

26 

2 

1747 

30 

0 

19 

10 

17 

4 

«r 

Oats  were  contrasted for^  per  at  the  Pert  of  London, 

s,  D. 

In  the  year  1744  14  of  ’ 

1745  Si 

1746  13  5i  •  - 

1747  4i 

Xx  2  ■  N  U  M 
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DB» 


NUMBER  CIIL 

J-{orfe~Etale^  recommended  to  be  preferved  for  Manure^  in 

a  Letter  to  the  Editor^,  ' ' '' 

Gentlemen, 

HAV  I  N  G  read  in  your  colIe6i:Ion  a  letter,  which 
mentions  the  great  benefit  refulting  from  the  ufe  of 
the  drainings  of  a  dunghilUas  a  manure,  permit  me  to  re- 
?:ommend  to  your  notice  a  manure  of  a  nature  fomewbafe 
fimilar  to  that  abdve  mentioned. 

I  have  long  kept  a  confiderable  inn  on  the  great  northerly 
road,  and  find  it  for  my  advantage  to  hold  in  my  hands  a 
faFm  iri  the  town  in  which  I  live,  for  the  fake  of  fupplying 
my  family  with  bread-corn,  and  my  own  hoifes,  together 
with  thofe  of  my  cuftomcrs,  with  good  oats  and  fvveet  hay. 

My  method  of  farming  this  land  differs  greatly  from  the 
praiSliqes  of  the  la%d-bolders  in  my  neighbourhood.  They 
ceafe  not  to  condernn  me,  though  they  cannot,  unlefs  they 
are  vyilfully  bjind,  but  perceive,  by  the  largenefs  of  my 
props,  the  fuperiority  of  my  methods. 

I  caufed,  feme  years  ago,  in  the  loweft  part  of  my  inn- 
yard,  a  large  refervoir  to  be  dug,  twenty  feet  fquare,  and 
fourteen  or  fifteen  feet  deep.  The  foil  in  which  this  was 
dug  being  rather  porous,  I  had  it  lined  with  wet  clay,  as  if 
I  had  been  making  ^a  fifh-pond,  and  afterwards  lined 
throughout  with  hard  bricks,  fet  in  terrace- mortar. 

When  this  was  done,  I  had  the  drains  from  all  my 
flables,  and  my  cow-houfe,  condu£led  to  this  refervoir,  as 
well  as  a  capital  drain  from  my  kitchen.  The  refervoir 
was  povered  over  with  fome  flout  beams,  and  thick  oaken 
plank  5  an  aperture  being  left,  wherein  to  fix  a  firong 


pump. 


By  this  contrivance  I  preferved  the  horfe-flale  made  in 
the  flabks,  which  was  vety.  confiderable  in  quantity,  as 

well 
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well  as  all  the  pot-liquor,  brine,  fude,  and  chamber-lye, 
made  in-my  houfe. 

This  compoft,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  is  my  beft  manure; 
but  it  requires  Tome  little  caution  in  ufing  it, 

I  apply  this  manure  to  all  my  crops,  indifcriminately, 
and  find  it  fucceed  with  all ;  the  only  danger  being  the  over¬ 
doing  it.  When  I  lay  on  this  manure,  I  get  the  water- 
cart  firft  half  filled  with  pond  water,  and  then,  bringing 
it  to  the  pump  above  mentioned,  complete  the  filling  it 
with  the  contents  of  the  refervoir  :  this  I  find  av  good 
method  of  corredfing  the  great  heat  of  the  manure  in  quef- 
tion,  which  would  of  itfelf,  in  particular  feafons,  be  apt 
to  burn  fome  crops. 

I  find  this  manure  to  be  of  particular  fervlce  to  me  in 
procuring  a  large  burthen  of  grafs  in  my  up-land  paftures, 
apd  even  in  my  meadows;  but  in  all  my  g^afs  ground  I  be¬ 
gin  laying  it  on  immediately  after  ChriftmaT,  and  have 
completed  the  dreffing  before  the  end  of  February.  I  find 
this  the  heft  feafon  for  doing  it,  on  many  accounts,  par¬ 
ticularly,  as  the  fpring-rains,  foon  fucceeding,  wafli  off 
from  the  blades  of  the  grafs  the  faline  particles,  which 
would  otherwife  be  difguftful  to  the  cattle. 

When  I  drefs  my  wheat  v/ith  this  manure,  I  chufe  to  do 
it  fomething  later  ;  for  inflance,  in  the  month  of  April  ; 
remembering  always  to  correct  the  heat  of  the  manure  with 
water,  as  is  above  noted. 

On  my  barley  I  fprinkle  it  ffill  later,  that  is,  in  May  for 
-  the  moft  part,  and  find  thefe  methods  to  fucceed  well. 

Now,  as  to  the  manner  of  my  fprinkling  this  manure, 
it  is  as  follows. 

At  the  tail  of  the  water-cart  I  have  two  leather  pipes 
fixed,  about  four  feet  long  each.  At  the  end  of  each  of 
thefe  pipes  is  fixed  a  tin  rofe,  fomewhat  like  thofc  ufed  on 
vvatcring-pots.  Thefe  rofes  are  faftened  with  fome  firong 
rope-yarn  to  the  two  ends  of  a  ftrout  flick,  which  keeps 
them  about  half  a  yard  afunder  :  to  the  middle  of  this 
(tick  is  tied  one  end  of  a  flrong  line,  about  two  yards  long. 

When  ■ 
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When  the  cart  comes  into  the  neld,  the  horfcs  are  put 
into  the  track  they  (hould  go  in,  and,  if  they  are  handy, 
and  are  ufed  to  the  bufinefs,  they  will  go  on  in  a  ftraight 
line,  or,  if  they  vary,  be  ealily  fet  right  by  a  word  from 
the  boy  behind  the  cart.  This  boy,  as  Toon  as  the  horfes 
move  forward,  takes  hold  of  the  rope  above  mentioned,  and 
by  means  of  it  keeps  fwaying  the  rofes  from  fide  to  fide, 
and  thereby  fprinkles  the  land  to  a  confiderable  width,  at 
leaft  twice  the  width  of  the  watering-cart. 

My  reafon  for  preferring  this  method  is,  that  my  land  is 
lefs  trod,  and  my  crop  lefs  damaged,  by  it,  than  it  would  be 
by  fixing  a  perforated  trunk  at  the  cart’s  tail,  as,  in  the 
lafi- mentioned  method,  only  one  width  of  the  cart  is  - 
fprinkied  in  one  turn. 

I  6nd  many  advantages  in  this  manure,  to  the  ufe  of' 
which  I  am  fo  bigoted  and  infatuated,  as  my  neighbours 
term  it,  that  I  lay  no  yard-dung  on  my  land,  but  fell  all 
that  I  make  in  my  ftables  to  the  farmers  who  prefer  it ; 
and  by  this  means  I  raife  a  fum  no  ways  contemptible 
every  year. 

Were  you  to  look  over  my  land,  which  is  under  two 
hundred  acres,  you  would  be  pleafed  to  fee  how  clean  it 
lies,  and  how  clear  it  is  of  weeds ;  though,  v.'hen  I  firft 
took  it  into  my  hands,  which  is  about  fourteen  years  fince, 
the  crops  were  almofi  devoured  by  them,  and  the  foil 
greatly  impoverifhed. 

Have  I  not  then,  from  the  circumftances  I  mentioned,  . 
great  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  cleannefs  of  my  land  is 
owing  to  my  never  ufing  yard-dung  as  a  manure,  which 
certainly  always  contains  numberlcfs  feeds  of  weeds  ?  and 
the  goadnefs  of  my  crops  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  juftice, 
be  attributed  to  any  thing  but  the  conlfant  and  almoft.in^ 
variable  effc£fs  of  the  contents  of  my  refervoir,  efpecially.  .  l. 
if  we  add,  that  I  am  no  ways  deficient  in  taking  care  that 
my  lands  are  at  all  times  properly  tilled,  and  feafonably  \ 
hufoanded-.  ■  , 

So  much  for  the  efFe<Sls  of  this  manure  on  my  farm.  I 
zm  now  to  inform  you,  that  I  receive,  in  proportion,  as 

much 
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much  benefit  from  it  in  my  kitchen-garden,  where  I  alfo 
refrain  from  the  ufe  of  yard-dung,  inftead  of  which,  when 
the  ground  is  trenched  and  thrown  up  in  winter,  I  give  it 
2  thorough  drefiing  with  the  manure  fo  often  mentioned. 

This,  by  the  fubfequent  digging,  when  the  land  comes 
to  be  levelled,  is  well  mixed  with  the  foil,  which  never 
fails  yielding  me  plentiful  crops  of  pulfe  and  kitchen  ware  ; 
and  what  is  more,  my, cabbages,  beans,  peas,  fs’c.  are 
much  fweeter  than  thofe  raifed  in  my  neighbours  gardens, 
which  are  annually  enriched  with  abundance  of  rotten 
horfe-dung.  , 

I  cannot  help,  on  this  occafion,  mentioning  one  garden 
crop,  which  is,  in  a  very  particular  manner,  adapted  to  re¬ 
ceive  fuperior  benefit  from  this  manure :  the  crop  I  mean  is 
onions,  which  come  much  earlier  with  me  than  my  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  are  larger  and  fweeter  than  any  I  can  procure  in 
this  country,  or  have  feen  eifewhere,  thofe  imported  from 
Portugal  excepted. 

Another  great  benefit  I  receive  from  this  manure  in  my 
garden  refults  from  fprinkling  with  it  my  afparagus  beds,  as 
by  this  means  the  plants  appear  earlier,  the  heads  are 
larger,  and  not  a  bit  lefs  fweec,  than  thofe  raifed  in  the  na¬ 
tural  earth,  without  any  manure  whatever.  This,  you 
will  fay,  is  a  confiderable  advantage  ;  yet  do  I  annually  ex¬ 
perience  it ;  and  it  often  gives  me  fingular  pleafure  to  pro« 
vide  my  travelling  cuftomers  with  a  diih  of  afparagus  a 
week,  Ojr  perhaps  ten  day^,  before  they  can  be  procured  at 
any  inn  within  thirty  miles  of  the  town  where  I  live. 

I  find  this  manure  alfo  of  great  benefit  to  my  fruit-trees, 
as  well  fiandards  as  thofe  which  are  planted  againfb  walls, 
or  efpalicrs ;  but  to  ufe  it  in  this  intention  requires  great 
caution,  for,  when  I  firfi:  tried  it,  I  killed  three  or  four 
fine  thriving  young  trees  by  applying  it  too  llrong ;  fince 
time,  when  my  fruit-trees  require  nourifiiment,  I 
mix  three  parts  of  pond  water ’with  one  of  the  contents  of 
my  refervoir  above  defcribed.  Vines  will,  however,  bear 
It  a  great  deal  fironger  i  for  I  have  feveral  times  applied 

....  -  I  • 
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this  manure  to  them,  even  unmixed  with  watery  without 
(enfible  injury. 

i  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  conflant  reader,  and  humble  fervant,  v 


Great  North  Road, 

July  3,  1764. 


An  Inn-Keeper 


NUMBER  CIV. 


Of  the  Impropriety  of  not  fetting  real  Names  to  the  Letters 


to  the  Editors  of  the  Mufeum  RuftiGum,  ^Ci 
Gentlemen, 

OU  have,  from  the  very  opening  of  your  defign,  ex- 


1  prelTed  your  defire  that  your  correfpondents  would  fet 
their  real  names  to  the  letters  they  addrefs  to  you.  The 
reafons  of  fuch  defire  are,  indeed,  very  obvious  :  for  when* 
ever  the  rank  of  the  writer  is  confiderable,  either  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fortune^  literary  ability^  or  any  other  commendable 
quality^  greater  attention  will  probably  be  paid  to  his 
reafonings  5  and  the  example  of  applying  the  mind  to  re- 
fearches  into  fubje6ts  of  agriculture  and  commerce,  will 
probably  have  more  influence. 

But  if  this  be  the  cafe,  gentlemen,  as  it  evidently  is, 
with  regard  to  the  reafonings  contained  in  letters  addrefled  to 
you,  how  much  more  with  regard  to  experiments  alledgedf 
Thefe  faSls  are  no  otherwife  to  be  depended  on  than  in 
proportion  to  the  credit  of  the  relator :  and  how  fhail  we 
judge  of  the  credit  of  a  namelefs  perfonf  We  may  guefs\ 
indeed,  at  the  temper  of  a  man  from  the  ftyle  of  his  letter, 
and  think  we  fee  more  or  lefs  marks  of  benevolence  in  one 
than  another,  and,  confequently,  be  ftrongly  inclined 
pay  more  regard  to  the  aflertions  of  one  of  your  name 
correfpondents  than  another,  efpecially  if  the  aflertions  df 
Clericus  happen  to  contradict  thofe  of  Rujlkus*  But  Itilj 
we  only'guefs. 


4 


When 
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When  a  man  gives  his  name^  and  place  of  abode,  he  is 
eafily  called  upon  to  make  good  his  allertions  with  regard 
to  fadts ;  and,  if  he  does  not,  his  credit  muft  fink.  But  a 
iiamclels  man  has  no  credit  to  lofe :  he  need  only  change 
his  travelling  name,  when  he  cannot  prove  the  truth  of  his 
affertions,  and  proceed  to  correfpond  with  you  again  on  a 
new  flock  of  credit,  (as  many  a  broken  and  pieced  tradef- 
man  does)  and  again  impofe  on  the  public. 

The  intelligent  public  need  not  be  told,  that  men  engaged 
either  in  agriculture  or  commerce  may  have  many  private 
interefts  to  advance  by  mifreptefentations  of  fadfs  in  any 
branch  of  either  j  and  we  may  add,  that  there  are  many 
men  who  take  a  pleafure  in  the  mere  a6f  of  impofing  on 
others,  fufficient  to  induce  them  to  relate  falfe  experiments. 

It  is  well  known  that  Charles  the  Second,  though  really 
a  lover  of.  naturaLphilofophy,  and  an  avowed  patron  of  that 
fociety  which  thought  itfelf  honoured  by  his  name,  fent  to 
the  affembled  members  for  a  folution  of  a  phcenomenon^ 
which  he  afferted  himfelf  to  have  remarked,  and  which 
the  whole  body  were  puzzled  to  account  for,  till  one  gen¬ 
tleman,  more  fagacious  than  the  reft,  obferved,  that  they 
had  a  witty,  as  well  as  wife  patron,  who  might  kindly 
defign  to  put  them  upon  their  guard  againft  a  credulity  in 
relation  to  experiments ;  and  that  therefore  it  became 
them  to  enquire  into  the  fadi  before  they  attempted  to  ac¬ 
count  for  it,  though  aflerted  by  his  majehy.  They  did  fo  ; 
and  the  reader  is  before-hand  with  me  in  concluding,  with 
reafon,  that  the  experiment  was  found  falfe. 

I  know  not  whether  you  will  have  many,  or  even  any, 
correfpondents  who  will  relate  experiments  to  you  falfely, 
in  order  to  put  you  and  your  readers  on  their  guard  ;  but  it 
is  nowife  improbable,  that  you  may  have  many  who  will 
mifteprefent  fadfs  for  the  fake  of  their  own  intereft,  or  to 
ijjjhtt'tfy  the  witlefs  pleafure  of  humbugging, 

'  There  appears  then  great  impropriety  in  your  fenfihle  and 
honefl  correfpondents  concealing  their  names  j  and  though 
'much  indulgence  is  to  be  given  to  the  timidity  and  inexperience 
VoL.  II.  II.  Y  y  of 
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of  youth,  yet  lefs  can  be  yielded  to  the  maturity  of  lettered 
age^  which  (you  teach  us)  is  to  be  found  among  your 
namelefs  correfpondents ;  of  which  fa6l  yoii  may  be  well 
aflured  by  a  knowledge  of  the  hailds  of  your  correfpond- 
cntSi  compared  with  known  pieces. 

The  tender  delicacy  of  fome  worthy  men^  who  cannot 
cafily  determine  to  appear  in  their  proper  perfons  among  any 
croud,  may  be  entitled  to  fome  apology.  But,  in  general^ 
the  impropriety  of  addreffing  you  without  real  names  muft 
appear  from  the  foregoing  confiderations :  and  I  heartily 
wifli  that  a  juft  weighing  of  them  may  incliiie  any  one 
fenftble  and  honeji^  but  yet  namekfs  correrpondent  of  yours,  tO 
declare  his  name  for  the  public  good.  Siire  l  am,  that  the 
Jiriking  propriety  of  fo  doing,  in  order  to  give  authority  td 
any  fa(fts  1  might  mention,  alone  induced  me  to  fubfcribe 
my  name  to  my  firft  addrefs  to  you,  and  to  all  fubfequent 
ones. 

The  well-known  track  of  my  Jludies  zxii^  publicathns^  for 
about  twenty  years,  may  convince  you  that  1  cOuld  not 
fubfcribe  my  letters  to  you  with  the  vain  defire  of  beln^ 
known  ;  though,  I  will  confefs,  there  are  few^  if  any^ 
tracks  of  learning,  (except  fuch  as  are  immediately  relative 
to  my  profellion)  in  which  I  would  fooner  wifti  to  eftablifh 
an  honejl  fame^  than  thofe  which  lead  to  ufeful  difcoveries 
in  agriculture  and  commerce* 

The  reafons  which  may  deter  many  of  your  correfpond- 
ents  from  declining  their  names,  feem  to  me  as  obvious  as 
thofe  which,  perhaps,  ought  to  determine  them  to  fub^ 
fcribe  their  real  names ^  &c.  When  a  man  fees  his  name  to 
his  writing,  every  cenfure  of  it  becomes  perfonal ;  and  if  that 
cenfure,  however  ill-grounded^  be  delivered  in  a  lively  arid 
fpecious  manner,  many  readers  will  rather  laugh  dty  than 
prove^  fallies  which  entertain.  And  the  petulance  of  namelefs 
writers,  fafe  only  in  their  obfeurity^  is  now  advanced 
to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  it  is  nowife  woiiderful  if  men ,  even 
no  novices  in  controverfy,  choofe  not  to  expofe  themfelves 
to  be  bmired  by  concealed  opponents. 


Had 
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Had  I  fuffered  confideratior.s  of  this  fort  to  influence  me, 

J  (hould  either  not  have  correfponded  with  you  at  all,  or 
have  correfponded  with  you  in  mafque. 

I  had  experienced  enough  of  the  virulence  of  namelefs 
fcribblers  only  for  owning  myfelf  a  champion  of  thofe 
civil  and  '“rights  which  were  fecured  to  us  at  the 

glorious  revolution,  ^But  as  refie£iion  and  hghit  had  given  me 
lirmnefs  enough  to  defpife  the  foam  of  impotent  ajfailants^ 
fo,  gentlemen,  I  really  believed  I  {hould  not  incur  much 
of  this  troublefome  petulancy  by  becoming  your  confejfed  cor^ 
refpondent ;  yet  I  find  in  your  colle(5tion  as  extraordinary  an 
attack  againft  me  as  can  be  imagined.  A  correfpondent 
tells  you,  in  the  moji  abrupt  manner,  at  the  clofe  of  a  long 
letter  on  a  fubje^  very  different  from  any  /  have  wrote  upon^ 
that  he  fhould  attack  fome  affertion^  or  affertions^  of  mine  ; 
but  as  I  have  fet  my  name  to  them,  and  he  will  not  own 
his,  the  attack  would  not  be  fair,  (See  p.  48  of  Vol.  IL) 
Surely,  if  it  was  not  fair  to  make  the  attack,  it  was 
fair  to  mention  his  power  to  make  it.  Would  you  tell 
any  man  that  you  could  flab  or  piftol  him  in  the  dark,  but 
that  you  think  it  not  fair?  If  he  were  not  a  fool,  1  know 
what  his  conclufion  would  be,  and,  I  am  fare,  I  need  not 
piention  it.  What  man  of  fenfe  would  not  rather  anfwer 
to  a  direct  and  particular  charge,  than  labour  under  an  /«- 
direct  and  general  one? 

Praterition  is  well  known  to  be  a  moft  fuccefsful  artifice 
of  orators ;  and  when  old  ladies  intend  to  indulge  their  ut- 
moft  malevolence,  they  afiure  us  they  could  tell  a  fad  ftory 
againft  fuch  an  one,  but  are  reftrained  by  thtiv  good-nature 
and  charity. 

It  is  always  of  confequence  to  detedf  falfe  reafoning^  and 
that  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  fubje6t  on  which 
it  has  been  einployed. 

Y  y  2  Miftakes 

*  The  authors,  or  rather  author,  of  the  Critical  Revie^M^  in 
their,  or  his,  account  of  my  “  Vindication  of  the  Revolution  ”  &c. 
Comb. 
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Miflakes  in  agriculture  are  of  great  importance  to  the 
prtjblic  ;  and  therefore,  if  errors  concerning  any  branch  of 
it  are  propagated  in  print,  (and  efpecialiy  in  publications 
likely  to  become  fo  extenfive  as  your  work)  it  is  laudable^ 
if  not  abfolutely  the  duty  of  thofe  who'  can,  to  corredf 
them;  and  if  the  corredtor  has  true  candour,  and  its  con¬ 
comitant  virtues,  he  will,  if  pofTible,  firft  communicate 
his  corre6tions  to  the  miflaker  privately^  efpecialiy  if  the 
iniftaker  is  known,  and  eafily  come  at,  and  ftill  more,  if 
himfeif  determines  to  be  namelefs. 

Your  correfpondent  knew  my  addrefs  from  your  pub¬ 
lication  ;  and  if  he  had  fent  me  any  confutation  of 
any  error  in  my  ^  reafoning^  I  hope  I  have  candour 
arkl  regard  for  truth  and  public  utility  fufficient  to  have 
puhlickly  kijfed  the  rod^  and  owned,  fo  far  as  the  con¬ 
cealment  of  his  name  would  allow,  the  hand  of  my  kind 
corredfor. 

But  as  he  has  chofe  a  dlredfly-contrary  and  mojl  invidious 
method,  that  of  charging  me  \n  general  wnhfalfe  reafoning^ 
I  muft  inform  him,  that,  after  the  JiridleJl  and  moft  im- 

partial 

*  Mr  RuJIicus  declares  himfeif  charged  againil  my  logical  de¬ 
fence.  Now  this  expreffion  is  only  a  fpecimen  of  that  cant,  by 
which  fuperfictal  njoriters  hope  to  impofe  on  unnjoary  readers.  A 
logical  defence  is  thought  to  favour  of  pedantry  ;  yet,  after  all,  it 
is  only  a  rational  defence.  If  I  had  called  my  dfence  logical.,  it 
w'ould  have  been  no  objection  to  its  goodnefs.  But  this  is  the 
name  which  Mr.  Rujiicus  gracioufly  bellows  upon  it,  in  order  to 
ridicule  if.  Did  I  draw  cut  this  defence  in  the  logical  form  of 
fyllogifns  F  If  I  had,  I  had  been  blamelefs,  provided  the  per¬ 
plexity  of  the  argument  required  fuch  developement.  But  I  did 
no  fuch  tiling.  I  only  obferved,  in  thellyle  of  true  philofophy, 
that  caufes  and  efeBs  Ihould  be  proportional ;  and  to  apply  the 
axiom,  that  if  ploughing-in  long  Hubble  be  the  caufe  of  thin 
crops,  they  fhould  alnvays  follow  fuch  ploughing-in.  To  reafon 
ctherwife,  is  to  fuppofe  Tenterden-Jleeple  the  caufe  of  Good^in^ 
fands.  I  will  remind  Mr.  Rujiicus,  in  return  for  his  wit  in 
Hyling  my  obferi'-ation  2.  logical  defence,  that  it  has  been  obferved, 
very  naturally,  that  none  are  fo  great  enemies  to  reafon  oc 
‘‘  logic,  as  they  who  know  lead  of  it.^’  Comb. 
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partial  re-examination  of  my  reafoning  on  the  fubje^l  he 
refers  to,  I  fear  not  his  *  criticifm  ; 

And  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  fair  correfpondent, 

Eaft-Newton,  Thom  as  Comber,  yun. 

In  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkfhire, 

April  16,  1764. 

Mr.  Rujliais  has  tv  Id  us,  that  he  fhould  only  have  faid  « 
fenjo  nxjords  againll  me.  In  fenv  he  has  faid,  he  has  given 
notable  fpecimens  both  of  his  criticifm  and  logic.  He  has  only 
taken  the  cart  for  the  horfe\  a  miftake  of  fome  confequence  in 
agriculture.,  though  he  thinks  dightly  of  it  in  critieijin  and  logic. 
My  defence,  he  fays,  is  of  my  fo<venly  neighbours.  Now  (not 
to  take  notice  that  my  defence  is  a  defence  of  all  corn-growers 
who  plough  in  Jharn^  long,  Ifubble,  and  thefe  are  much  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  corn-growers  in  the  kingdom)  thefe  fowenly  neighbours 
of  mine  are,  in  his  account,  the  farmers  of  the  Ealt-Riding  of 
YorkJlnre\  for  he  fagacioully  adds,  “  No  one  ever  recommended 
“  the  fhrmers  of  the  Eaft-Riding  of  Torkjhire'^  (for  patterns  of 
neatnefs  he  muft  mean,  if  he  means  any  thing).  But  thefe, 
fo  far  as  I  mentioned,  or  know  any  thing  of  them,  7no‘vo  their 
•wheat,  and  confequently  come  not  under  the  denomination  of 
Jlo^venly  fartnersy  tor  ploughing  in  long  Hubble,  which  they 
have  not.  ^  My  nearell  neighbours  are  thofe  who  live  about 
fourteen  miles  from  the  borders  of  the  EaiURiding.  The  read¬ 
ers  will  not  now  be  apt  to  entertain  any  high  opinion  of  Mr, 
Rujlicus'^s  judgment  of  the  neatnefs  of  the  farmers  of  the  Eaft- 
Riding,  W'hen  they  fee  him  thus  egregiouny  miftaken  about 
them.  At  fome  time  I  may  give  the  editors  of  the  Mifeum 
Rufticum,  ScC.  an  account  of  the  general  management  of  thofe  far¬ 
mers.  At  prefent  I  need  only  oppofe  affertion  to  affertion,  .and 
iay  that  I  know  no  one,  except  Ruficus,  wTo  does  not  recom¬ 
mend  them  as  patterns,  if  they  know  them.  But  whether  they 
be  fuch  or  no,  is  nothing  to  my  purpofe,  P4r.  Rujiicus  having 
taken  trim  for  tram.  I  think  the  motto  of  the  Scots,  “  Nemo 
“  me  impune  lacefTit,”  <very  necejfary  in  this  petulent  age,  fo 
produflive  of  fcurriloiis  writers  without  names.  The  thiille 
Bouriilies  in  good  foils  ;  whether  it  flouridies  in  the  fens  of 
Lincolnjhire,  1  know  not.  Comb. 
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EpitraSfs  from  tVr tiers  on  Agriculture^  propofed  U 
be  wferted  in  the  Myfeum  RufticuiD  j 

Gektj^emen, 

As  all  the  numerous  pagers  whkh  I  have  addrefTed  tok 
you  have  been  originals,  I  may  appear  an  equitMe 
|udge  when  I  advance  fomething  in  favour  of  your  ad¬ 
mitting  judicious  extracts  from  writers  on  agriculture, 
ibough  already  in  print,  into  your  work. 

You  have  already  many,  ^nd  may  probabjy  have  mnre,^ 
of  my  original  pieces  in  your  hands  ;  and  it  is  natural  enough 
for  a  writer  to  wiih  to  fee  his  own  productions,  which  he 
efteems  of  oonfequence,  appear  to  the  eye  of  the  public* 
However,  1  own,  I  Ihould  be  v/ell  content  to  have  any  of 
my  pieces*^  publication  delayed,  if  you  can  give  us,  in  the 
mfian  time,  more  ufeful  extracts  from  books  already  printed, 
but  which  we  are  not,  in  general^  very  likely  otherwife 
m  fee* 

I  was  led  into  a  declaration  of  this  fentiment  (in  which 
I  believe,  and  hope,  I  am  joined  by  many  of  your  con-?-  . 
tributors,  with  regard  to  ,our  rerpeClive  original  papers)  by 
a  note  at  the  foot  of  page  139  of  your  prefent  volume.  As 
to  the  inftance  then  before  you,  I  have  never  feen  the 
book,  and  probably  the  ahjlra£l  you  give  us  of  the  w^riter’s 
description  of  the  new  lucern^  may  be  as  fatisfadory  to  your 
intelligent  readers  as  an  infertion  of  the  extras  recom¬ 
mended  to  you  by  Z.  Y. 

All  I  mean  to  advance  is,  in  general,  that  youfhould  not 
think  yourfelves  precluded,  by  the  nature  of  your  plan,  from 
inferting  any  ufeful  memorial,  not Jlridfly  original.  Indeed,^ 
you  appear  well  apprifed,  that  your  plan  is  not  fo  unrea- 
fonably  narrow  ;  for  in  the  very  note  in  queftion  you  fay, 
that  your  “  work  is  principally  dedicated  to  original  com- 
pofitions.’^ 


I  have 
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I  have  raid  above,  that  I  wifti  to  fee  in  your  co]Ie6lioft 
very  ufeful  extrads  from  ptinted  books,  which  the  genefa’- 
iity  of  your  readers  are  not  likely  otherwife  to  fee,  I  will 
explain  myfelf  a  little  further.  I  chiefly  meari  fuch  book% 
whether  old  or  as  ate  fi'arce  and  de^tr^  And,  I  thinks 
I  fiiould  be  as  glad  to  fee  authentic  accounts  of  fads  ia 
agriculture,  IJ-c,  many  ages  ago,  as  of  the  prefeiit  age. 

One  great  obftacle  to  all  improvements  in  fcience 
vanity ;  and  men  tcnacioufly  adliere  to  had  opinions  an4 
practices  oftentimes  becaufe  they  believe  them  their  otvii^ 
and  that  an  adherence  to  them  makes  them  perfons  of  com- 
fequenCe.  Cure  them  of  the  perfuafion  that  they  are  the 
inventors  of  thefe  opinions,  or  pradices,  and  you  often  euro 
them  of  the  error. 

Some  men  of  great  parts  have  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
the  world,  that  fcience  is  reminifcence  5,  and  many  fober  men, 
of  Jlrong  parts  and  deep  learnings  believe,  that  mofl:  of  what 
we  call  the  improvement  of  fcience  is  rather  the  revival  of 
it.  This  opinion,  like  almoft  every  other,  may  be,  an4 
often  is,  carried  too  far,  and  is  frequently  abufed  by  envious 
men  of  mean  parts,  to  rob  men  of  fuperioi  geiiius  of  the 
reward  of  their  inventions.  However,  the  mote  we  are 
acquainted  with  hiflory,  the  more  inclinable  we  fhall  be 
to  think  in  general,  that  what  is  called  the  advance  is  b^t 
the  revival  of  feienCe ;  and,  I  am  fure,  I  find  it  fo  more 
and  more  every  day. 

There  are  few  branches  of  fcience  in  which  greater  im** 
provements  are  ufually  thought  to  be  made  of  late,  and 
cfpecially  in  England^  than  agriculture  \  and  this  opinion, 
under  proper  reftridions,  may  be  very  well  founded :  yet 
whoever  looks  attentively  and  impartially  into  the  old  books 
of  agriculture,  will  find  that  our  fore- fathers  knew  much 
more  of  the  matter  than  we  are  willing  to  think*  I  have 
fome  of  thefe'  old  books,  which  I  value  highly,  both  as 
they  contain  much  ufeful  matter  of  inftrudion,  and  as  they 
continually  teach  us,  of  the  prefent  generation,  a  lelfon 
never  too  thoroughly  learnt,  viz.  Elumility, 

I  was 
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l)Was  lately,  gentlemen,  much  pleafed  with  one  of  thefe 
books,  (it  was  -  printed  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago)  efpecially  as  the  title,  The  Surveyor’s  Dialogue,” 
promifed  me  nothing  of  this  fort.  However,  the  whole 
work  being  divided  into  fix  books,  the  fifth  treats  of  the 
and  right  ufe  of  manuring  of  grounds,  or  occupation 
thereof,  as  well  in  the  lords  as  in  the  tenants.  The  initials 
only  of  the  author’s  name,  I.  N.  appear  in  the  title  page. 
But  at  the  foot  of  the  epiftle  dedicatory  to  the  earl  of 
Saltjbury,  feeretary  of  ftate  to  ’James  the  Firft,  we  have  the 
following  date,  “  At  my  poore  houfe  at  Hendony  'ly  Mar  til-, 
“  16105  your  lordfhip’s  ever-to-be-commanded, 

Who  Mr.  hJorden  was,  I  further  know  not,  though  I  wifh 
I  did  5  but  this  I  know,  that  he  appears  to  have  been  a  man 
of  good  fenfe,  confiderable  readings  great  experience,  and  a 
faculty  of  expreffing  himfelf  concifely,  intelligibly,  and  with¬ 
out  affe^lation,  (the  grofs  fault  of  that  age  in  which  he  wrote) 
and  to  have  had  a  true  genius  for  improvements  in  agriculture, 
and  alfo  to  have  had  ftrongly  at  heart  the  love  of  his  country 
and  his  God,  If  you,  gentlemen,  approve  of  my  reafons 
for  admitting  extradls  from  fcarce  and  valuable  books  al¬ 
ready  printed,  I  may,  probably,  at  times,  fend  you  feveral 
occafional  ones  from  this  work  (which  I  value  highly)  on 
many  curious  and  ufeful  fubjecls.  At  prefent,  I  fhall  pre¬ 
fume  fo  far  on  your  favourable  opinion  of  the  tranferiber’s 
judgment,  as  to  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  give  a  place  to 
two  extra(Sl3  from  the  book  ;  one,  concerning  the  amazing 
crops  of  wheat  which  fome  farmers  had  in  our  author’s 
time;  the  other,  concerning  an  aftonifning  burthen  of  mea-^ 
dow  :  and  I  requefl:  any  of  your  fenfible  and  public-fpirited 
correfpondents,  or  readers,  to  tranfmit  to  the  public,  by 
your  channel,  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  refpe^tive  countries 
and  lands  referred  to  in  the  faid  extra£ls 

Firft 

*  We  are  much  obliged  to  this  g'entleman  for  his  attention. 
We  do  not,  Ick  is  true,  abfolutyiy  preclude  extra6ls,  where 
abftrafls  cannot  well  be  made  of  the  author’s  fentiments ;  but  the 
latter  are  certainly  to  be  preferred,  provided  our  correfpondents 
will  quote  the  authors  they  are  indebted  to,  as  they  take  up 
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Ficft  extract.  Survepr^  You  are  not  acquainted  with 
**  the  meddowes  upon  Dove^bank^  in  ^tandeane^  upon 
StdVerne  fide,  Allermorcy  the  lord’s  meddowe  in  Cre^ 
ditcn^,  and  the  aieddowes  about  the  TFdch  Poole ;  ami 
crpecially  a  rrieddowe  not  farre  from  Salijburie^  neare  2t 
bourns  under  the  plainSy  that  beares  grafle  yearely  above 
ten  foots  long:  though  many  think  it  incredible^  yet  it  is 
apparent^  that  the  grafie  is  commonly  ftxteen  footc  long. 
**  It  is  ?hade  *  Jhorter  before  cattle  can  feede  on  it, 
“  and  when  the  cattle  have  fed,  hogges  are  made  fat  with 
the  remnant^  namely^  with  the  knots  and  fappe  of  the 
grafle* 

Baylie»  This  is  the  flrangefl:  thing  that  ever  I  heard 
of  i  and  furely  thefe  meddowes  are  made  fo  good  by 
arti” 

Surveyor*  ‘‘  Thefe  that  I  fpeake  of,  require  Hide  or  nd 
helpe  at  the  owner’s  hand,  only  the  ayd  of  thefe  rivers, 
**  and  fatt  of  the  hills  overflowing,  do  feede  them  fat,  gives 
great  burthen,  and  verie  fweete.”  See  page  155. 

Second  extradt.  Surveyor*  “  You  fpeake  of  the  para- 
dice  of  England  \Tandeane^  in  Sdmerfetjhire‘]  ;  and  indeed 
the  hufbandrie  is  good  if  it  be  not  decayed  fince  my  be-^ 
“  ing  in  thofe  parts.  Now,  I  fay,  if  this  fweete  countrey 
of  Tandeane^  and  the  wefterne  part  of  Somerfetjhire^  be 
not  degenerated^  furely,  as  their  land  is  fruitful  by  nature, 
“  fo  doe  they  their  heft  by  art  and  induftry.” 

Baylie*  “  I  pray  you,  fir,  what  do  they  more  than 
other  men  upon  their  grounds  f  ” 

Surveyor,  “  They  take  extraordinarie  paines  in  foyfing, 
ploughing^  and  drefling  their  lands.  After  the  plowc 
“  there  goeth  fome  three  or  foure  with  mattocks  to  break 
VoL.  IL  II.  Zz  the 

little  room,  and  are  flripped  of  air  the  nnneceffary  — —  -  . 

By  Mr.  Comber’s  defire  the  extracts  from  Norden  are  inferted  j 
but  he  muft  himfelf  be  fenfible,  that  the  whole  of  them  might 
have  been  in  an  abflradl  comprehended  within  a  very  few 
words,  O.  A. 

*  By  this  exprellion,  I  apprehend  Mr.  'Norden  to  mean' 
Comb, 


350  MUSEUM  RUSTI  CUM 

V  t- 

the  clods,'* and  to  draw  up  the  earth  out  of  the  furrowe^^ 
‘‘  that  the  lands  may  lie  round,  that  the  water  annoy  not 
“  the  feede  ;  and  to'  that  ende  they  mofl;  carefully  cut  out 
“"'gutters  and  trenches  in  al  places  where  the  water  is  like- 
“  lieft  'to  annoy.  "And  for  the  better  inriching  of  their 
“  ploughing  grounds,  they  cut  upy  caji^  and  carry  the  un- 
‘‘  ploughed  head-lands,  and  places  of  no  ufe.  Their  hearts^ 
“  hands\  cycsy  and  all  their  powers^  concur  in  one  to  force 
“  the  earth  to  yield  her  utmoft  fruit ;  and  the  earth  againe, 
“  in  recompence  of  their  love  to  her,  vouchfafeth  them  an 
incredible  increafed^ 

Bay  lie.  “  What,’  I  pray  you,  in  quantitie  upon  an 
“  acrcj^  more  than  the  ordinarie  rate  of  wheat,  which  is  the 
“  principal  graine  in  other  countries 
Surveyor.  “  They  have  fometimes^  and  in  fome  places, 
four ^  five ^  ftxe^  eighty  yea  ten  quarters  in  an  ordinarie 
“acre.*' 

Baylie.  “  I  would  think  it  impoflible.*^ 

I  {hall  only,  gentlemen,  add  a  few  refledlions  on  thefe 
two 'extra  (Sis. 

In  the  firft  place.  As  th*e  fruitfulnefs  of  the  meadows, 
efpecially  that  near  Salifbury^  is  afcribed  to  yet-fuhfijling 
caufes,  it  would  be  both  entertaining  and  infiru£iive  to  know 
if  the  crops  are  at  all  like  that  above  mentioned,  what 
methods  of  making  the  hay  the  occupiers  of  fuch  meadows 
ufe,  what  the  kinds  of  grafs  are,  when  it  is  mown,  how 
long  it  is  freed,  when  the  aftermath  is  cut,  whether  two' 
crops  be  not  taken,  ^c.i^c. 

In  the  fecond  place,  What  kinds  of  manure  were  ufed/ 
fo  far  as  tradition  reaches,  when  the  crops  above  fpoken  of 
were  reaped,  what  crops  are  now  reaped,  what  the  manage¬ 
ment  now  is,  what  crops  follow  the  wheat,  what  kind 
of  wheat  they  grow,  whether  it  is  thick-fkinned^  or  thin- 
fkinnedy  &c.  &c. 

In  the  third  place.  Let  it  be  {fated  what  proportion  the 
heft- known  crop  of  wheat,  in  the  horfe-hoeing  hufbandry, 
bears  to  this  of  eighty  hujheh  on  the  acre,  and  what  is  thc, 
difference  of  expence. 

In 
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In  the  laft  place,  it  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  gentle- 
men,  inhabiting  all  the  different '  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
would,  by  means  of  your  work,  inform  each  other  what 
the  crops  of  wheat  per  acre  ufually  are,  according  to  the 
difference  of  thefr  -foils  and  management.  Thus  would 
your  Mufeum  become  an  univerfal  repofitory  of  knowledge, 
neceffary  to  bring  agriculture  to  the  fixednefs  of  fcience  on 
the  principle  of  indudfion. '  To  contribute  my  mite,'*!  muft 
inform  you,  gentlemen,  that  our  ftrongeft  clays,  fufEciently 
warmed  by  lime,  produce  about  thirty  ftooks,  which 
yield  each  a  bufhel,  or  fame  what  lefs,  by  the  acre. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Eaft-Newton,  Your  faithful  correfpondeht, 

May  19,  1764.  Thomas  Comber,  jun. 


>  »  ^ 
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A  Letter  frsm  a  Fen^Farmer^  fetting  forth  the  great  Advant^ 

ages  of  burning  Fen-Land,  - 

*  I  #■  . 

Gentlemen, 

AS  I  flatter  myfelf  that  the  letters  I  have  troubled  you 
with,  relative  to  the  culture  of  colefecd,  have  met 
with  your,  and  fome  of  your  correfpondents,  approbation ; 
I  fhall  once  more  venture  to  fay  fomething  relative  to  the 
culture  of  fen-lands  by  burning ;  a  method  which  many 
gentlemen  (and  owners  of  fen-land)  have  greatly  ex¬ 
claimed  againfl, 

.  I  hope  the  reafons  I  fhall  lay  before  you  on  that  fubjecSf , 
may,  in  a  great  meafure,  convince  any  unprejudiced  gen¬ 
tleman,  that  fuch  are  under  a  very  great  miftake,  who  will 
not  let  their  tenants  burn  their  fen-land. 

Firft,  I  hope  to  make  it  appear,  it  will  be  much  better 
for  the  land. 

Secondly,  That  it  will  be  fo  for  the  tenant,  and  alfo.  fo^ 
the  landlord.  * 

Z  z  2  la 
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In  fhQTtf  the  proof  of  the  firft  will  makp  good  the  other 
two,  whidv  I  (hall  endeavour  to  do  in  as  few  words  as  J 
pojflibJy  can,  prolixity  confounding  both  writer  and  reader. 

I  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  feyeral  gentlemen,  who 
are  large  proprietors  of  fep- lands,  a  great  deal  of  which 
is  very  ordinary,  and  fit  for  no  ufe  of  confequence,  unlefs 
ploughed  and  burnt  j  but  the  alarming  circunrftance  of  burn- 
ing  is  fo  deeply  rooted  in  them,  that  in  their  opinion  no  rea¬ 
sons  can  be  given  fufEcient  to  convinpe  them  to  the  contrary. 

,  Hovvever,  I  will  for  once  venture  to  item  againil  this  pre¬ 
vailing  torrent,  and  flatter  myfelf,  I  fhall  have  the  pleaflire  to 
fee  the  opponents  of  burning  (lide  fmoothly  on  the  tide  of  rea- 
fon  and  experkwpe* 

My  firft  propofition  is,  that  fen-lands  are  greatly  improved 
by  burning. 

But  to  enter  into  each  particular  fort  of  fco-land,  would[ 
be  a  work  much  too  large  for  my  intention :  I  (hall  there¬ 
fore  confine  myfelf  to  that  fqrt  of  land  which  lies  in  this 
country,  and  which  is  abfolutely  pecellary  to  be  burnt,  and 
cannot  be  improved  by  any  other  means ;  and  as  that  fort 
is  well  known  to  the  gentlemen  owners,  and  to  the 
tenants  in  general,  I  fhall  not  trouble  you  particu- 
iari?^e  it 

I  have#  in  a  former  letter,  told  you,  that  when  land  is 
ploughed  for  burning,  the  furrov,^,  or  fod,  fhould  be  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  thick  j  but  where  the  land  is  more  folid, 
pr  heavier,  which  is  a  better  fort  of  land,  an  inch  thick 
ia  very  fufiicient,  and  will  produce  more  afhes  thap  an  incji 
and  a  half  thick  where  the  land  is  light  and  porous. 

From  this  it  is  that  arifes  that  imaginary  evil  in  the 
minds  of  many  gentlemen,  who  will  not,  on  apy  cod- 
lideratiodi  have  their  lands  burnt  s  becaufe  fay  they,  If 

an 

♦  We  eopld  wifh  our  correfjpondent  had  explained  the  nature 
of  the  fen-land  he  reponamends  to  be  burnt,  as  it  might  have 
been  pf  fervipe  to  fome  of  our  readers,  (particularly  in  Ireland) 
who  may  he  poirefled  of  fuch  land. 
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an  inch  and  half  be  taken  ofF  the  land  every  time  it  is 
ploughed  for  burning,  pray  what  will  be  the  confequcnce 
in  time  ? 

‘‘If  I  fufFer  my  land  to  be  ploughed  for  that  purpofe 
three  times  in  a  leafe  of  twenty-one  years,  at  the  expira^ 
“  tioir  of  the  term  my  land  muft  certainly  be  four  inches 
“  and  half  lower  than  at  the  commencement  of  the  leafe  ; 

fo  that,  to  carry  thjs  pradlice  op,  in  a  few  ages  the  lands 
“  would  be  all  burnt  away^ 

No :  no  argument  ha^  yet  been  flrong  enough  to  con- 
‘‘  vince  me  but  that  burning  land  is  a  very  great  injury  5 
“  therefore  I  will  have  pone  burnt.” 

This,  I  muft  confefs,  at  firft  fight  has  a  frightful  afpe£I, 
and  certainly  would  deter  any  gentleman  from  this  pra(^ice, 
who,  perhaps,  is  not  at  all  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
fen-land. 

I  will  pow  fuppofc  we  have  under  our  infpe£^ion  a  piece 
of  furrow,  or  fod,  that  fhall  be  an  inch  and  half  thick 
(but  I  expedl  the  favour  of  all  opponents  to  burning  to  at¬ 
tend  this  enquiry). 

1  would  afk  one  of  thofe  gentlemen,  how  much  lower 
he  apprehends  his  land  is  by  taking  that  furrow  off? 
to  he  fur ey  he  fays,  an  inch  and  half ;  is  it  not  plainly  fo  f 
No,  fir ;  permit  me  to  afk  you  another  queftion,  and  alfo 
to  try  an  experiment. 

Suppofe  this  fame  fod,  put  into  a  ftrong  prefs,  fay  s 
packer's  prefs,  and  preffed  together,  to  what  thicknefs  da 
you  think  it  would  be  reduced  ?  I  believe  it  will  be  ftund 
to  be  not  more  than  half  an  inch ;  and  one  fourth  of  that, 
or  perhaps  more,  fhall  be  grafs-roots,  it  is  they  that 
compofe  the  principal  part  of  the  inch  and  half  taken  off, 
which  is  very  evident  from  the  few  and  ordinary  afbes  that 
the  turf  produces. 

It  therefore  plainly  appears  to  me,  that  the  land  can* 
not  be  faid  to  be  reduced  lower  than  the  matter  to  which  it 
is  contradled  to  in  the  prefs.  If  this  may  not  be  allowed, 
all  reafoning  for  the  future  to  me  will  be  doubtful  5  but  every 
pne  is  at  liberty  to  judge  for  himfelf :  fo  that  this  glaring  evil, 

minutely 
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niinutely  confidered,  is  not  of  that  fatal  confequence  as  has 
hitherto  been  apprehended.  .  . 

.  It  is  my  opinion,  that  if  a  fod  of  the  folider  land,  that 
lhall  be  ploughed  one  inch  thick,  was  to  undergo  the  ex¬ 
periment  of  the  prefs,  it  would  not  be  reduced  to  lefs  than 
half  an  inch  :  I  rather  think  it  might  be  more  ;  for  the 
other,  having  rhore  roots  in  proportion  to  their  thicknefs, 
certainly  would,  on  this'  trial,  (brink  more  than  the  folider 
earth. 

But,  fays  an  opponent,  /  am  Jilll  a  tofer  of  land^  if  I 
fuhmit  to  your  fuppofttion.  That  is  certainly  true,  for  it  is 
impolEble  to  produce  matter  from  nothing  j  but  the  lofs,  I 
‘hope,  will  be  made  up  ? 

It  is  allowed  by  naturalifts,  that  all  bodies,  foilils  not  ex¬ 
cepted,  make  a  progrellian,  or  what  is  commonly  called 
growing. 

If  that  is  the  cafe,  as  it  of  a  truth  is  known  to  be,  may 
"  we  not,  with  juftiee,  admit  of  the  growth  of  earth  ;  and 
may  we  not  reafonably  fuppofe  the  more  porous  the  earth 
(hall  be,  the  quicker  the  growth?  and,  as  fen-land  is 
known  to  be  more  porous  than  any  other  earth,  may  we 
not  fuppofe  the  fmall  matter  of  fcdid  parts  that  have  been 
ploughed  off  will  be  very  foon  made  up  ? 

‘  Says  an  opponent,  Why^  this  is  all  fuppoftion^  and  no 
faSls  to  prove  this  ajfertion,  A  proof  of  this  might  greatly 
abate  my  averfion  to  burnings  which  has  wholly  proceeded  from 
a  notion  of  its  decreafng  the  land  very  much  5  but  could  I  once 
have  it  made  appear  to  me  that  the  land  receives  little  or  no 
lofs^  /,  in  all  probability^  may  change  my  refolution  as  to  that 
particular. 

Well,  fir,  as  far  as  in  my  power  lies,  I  (hall  endeayouf 
to  do  it. 

I  believe  it  may  not  be  pofTible  to  afcertain  the  truth  of 
this  doctrine  from  a  horizontal  obfervation  of  the  furface  of 
the  land  :  I  (hall  therefore  beg  leave  to  contract  my  en-^ 
quiries  into  a  fmall  compafs,  from  what  I  know  by  my 
own  obfervation  and  experience. 


It 
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It  is  the  cuftom  in  the  fens,  to  dig  their  firing  (which 
they  call  turf)  out  of  the  land,  in  the  following  manner. 

In  order  to  come  at  what  is  called  the  moor,  (a  light, 
fungous  fort  of  earth,  which,  if  the  weather  prove  good, 
will  be  foon  fit  for  ufe)  the  labourer  is  obliged  to  pare  ofif 
all  the  foil,  which  is  fometimcs  fix  or  feven  inches  deep, 
and  fometimes  not  above  three  or  four  (in  fome  parts  of  the 
fens  the  earth  is  not  proper  for  turf,  for  it  is  not  all  fen- 
land  that  will  furnifh  turf.) 

When  this  is  done,  he  proceeds  to  digging  with  a  tool 
Called  a  becket,  fit  for  that  purpofe  only. 

The  turfs  are  dug  twenty-two  inches  deep  ;  the  paring, 
fay,  two  inches;  the  whole  twenty- fix  inches,  or  two  feet 
two  inches ;  a  great  depth  ! 

But,  notwithftanding  this  extraordinary  depth,  I  have  ■ 
feen  lands  that  have  been  dug  up  in  this  manner,  and,  in  a 
few  years  time,  become  ufeful  again,  either  to  feed  or 
mow,  and,  in  a  fuitable  feafon,  to  be  ploughed,  and  bring 
very  good  crops. 

Nay,  there  are  old  men  in  the  fens,  that  have  known 
land  dug  for  turf  a  fecond  time.  -  .  , 

When  the  turfs  are  dug  out,  the  parings  of  the  firft  pit 
that  is  opened  are  thrown  back  again  into  the  pit,  and  the 
paring  of  the  fecond  alfo ;  then  the  third  into  the  fecond,  and  fo 
on  till  the  whole  piece  appropriated  for  that  purpofe  is  dug  up. 

The  pits,  or  turf -pools  as  they  are  commonly  called,  are 
about  four  feet  wide,  and  are  dug  clofs  one  to  the  other,  fo 
that  but  little  land  is  loft.  ^ . 

When  a  piece  is  thus  dug,  it  is  common  to  level  it  as 
Well  as  they  can  ;  that  is,  what  few  edges,  or  little  matters, 
are  left,  are  thrown  in  and  made  as  level  as  poftible :  and 
from  this  aftiftance  only  of  levelling,  the  land  will  rife,  or 
grow,  or  what  other  denomination  you  pleafe  to  give  it, 
and,  as  I  have  faid  before,  become  ufeful. 

If  any  gentleman  doubts  the  truth  of  this,  if  he  pleafes 
to  take  the  trouble,  I  will  fhew  him  a  piece  of  land  that  has, 
in  my  memory,  been  dug  up  as  above,  on  which,  at  this 
prefeot  time,  corn  is  growing,  and  a  promifing  crop;  and 

it 
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it  is  fcarccly  difccrned  that  it  is  lower  than  the  other  part 
of  the  piece. 

'  I  mention  this  as  a  plain,  and,  I  think,  art  uncontroverti¬ 
ble  inftance,  that  fen-land  does  certainly  grow,  and  greatly 
too :  and,  as  a  further  evidence  of  this  truth,  it  is  well  known^ 
that  ditches  made  in  the  fens  will  foon  grow  up,  fo  as  to 
want  fcouring  out  again  in  about  fix  or  feren  years ;  nay,  1 
have  known,  where  ditches  have  not  been  fcoured  out  for 
forty  or  fifty  years,  which  is  fometimes  the  cafe  when  three 
or  four  pieces  are  defigned  as  one  piece,  it  has  been  difficult 
to  trace  out  where  the  ditches  formerly  were. 

If  this  alfo  be  the  cafe,  as  it  of  a  certainty  is ;  (and  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  all  perfons,  who  have  lived  in  the  fens  long  enough 
to  mak^  obfervations  on  things,  for  the  truth  of  what  I 
have  aflerted)  if  land,  fo  dug,  may  be  ufeful  in  a  few  years  j 
what  great  injury  can  be  fuppofed  from  the  reduction  of  half 
an  inch  only,  and  that  but  once  in  feven  or  eight  years  t 
When  it  fo  plainly  appears  that  all  cavities  in  fen-land  fo 
foon  grow  up,  then  why  may  we  not  fuppofe  the  land  to 
-  grow  in  a  horizontal  direction,  though  unperceiveable,  at 
well  as  in  a  perpendicular  one  ? 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  another  obje£lion  that  an  opponent 
may  make,  though  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  fo  much 
confidered  as  the  former  5  and  that  is  the  landj>rV/;»^,  which 
is  thus. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that,  while  the  heaps  are  burning, 
the  feat  of  the  heap  fball  burn  downwards,  and  make  a 
little  hole,  or  pit ;  but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe :  it  is 
chiefly  owing  either  to  a  particular  dry  feafbn,  or  to  a  light, 
porous  foil. 

When  it  does  fo  happen,  I  would  advife  the  farmer,  as 
foon  as  the  fod  is  all  burnt,  and  he  finds  the  land  pits,  to 
fpread  the  top  of  the  afhes  round  the  feat  of  the  heap,  fo  as 
there  may  lie  about  an  inch  thick  of  dead  afties ;  (for  the 
top  of  the  aihes  may  be  out,  or  dead,  though  the  bottom 
fhall  be  all  fire)  then  let  the  hot  afhes  be  raked  out  of  the 
hole,  and  laid  on  thofe  dead  afhes  till  they  are  c6ol  j  but  be 
fure  to  fcoop  out  all  the  fire. 
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By  this  means  you  may  prevent  the  fire  from  fpreading^ 
for  if  the  afhes  are  fpread  hot,  it  fometimes  happens  they 
catch  hold  of  the  land  again.  When  the  allies  are  cold, 
then  fpread  them  as  in  common  courfe. 

I  mention  this  precaution,  that  if  it  fhould  fo  happen, 
which  it  feldom  does,  the  farmer  may  have  recourfe  to 
this  method  of  prevention,  or  what  other  he  fhall  think 
better.  This  method  of  fpreading  the  afhes  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved  only  in  the  cafe  of  pitting. 

I  fhall,  in  the  next  place,  fay,  in  a  few  words,  fome- 
thing  as  to  the  improvement  of  fen-land  by  burning,  and 
prove  that  no  other  method  can  adapt  that  fort  of  land  to 
the  ufe  and  purpofes  which  burning  will  do. 

Fen-land  is  by  nature  productive  of  a  very  ordinary  fort 
of,  I  do  not  know  what  to  call  them,  whether  grafs,  or 
what :  however,  vegetables  they  are,  fuch  as  reed,  cockfpire, 
tanfey,  willow-weed,  fedge,  rufhes,  and  many  other  fuch 
fort  of  trumpery,  which  it  would  puzzle  the  greateft  botaiiift 
to  find  names  for. 

This  is  the  natural  produClion  of  the  fens ;  and  this  whole 
country  was  formerly  overgrown  with  fuch  fort  of  fluff, 
with  the  addition  of  being  almofl  continually  drowned,  till 
in  Charles  the  Second^s  time  an  aCl  of  parliam*ent  was  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  draining  of  the  fens,  by  an  incorporated  body, 
called  the  Corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called 
Bedford  Level,  fo  named  from  Francis  earl  of  Bedford  being 
chief  manager,  and  the  head  of  the  aCl  when  firfl  obtained  ; 
and  ever  fince,  the  dukes  of  Bedford  .are  the  governors  of 
that  corporation. 

But  notwithftanding  this  aCt  of  parliament,  the  proprietors 
have  fince  been  obliged  to  apply  to  parliament  for  feparate 
aCls  within  themfelvesj  that  is,  two  or  three  parifhes  have 
joined,  and  have  got  aCls  for  the  draining  the  fen-land 
thereunto  belonging,  fo  that,  with  the  original  aCl  for  the 
fens  in  general,  and  thofe  aCls  I  juft  now  mentioned,  they 
are  under  two  a£ls  for  draining.  I  made  this  little  excur- 
fion  only  to  give  you  a  fhort  account  of  the  priftine  ftate 
of  the  fens. 

VoL.  ILN^ii. 
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You  fee,  from  the  above,  the  natural  produce  of  the  fens  5' 
and,  contrary  to  all  other  lands,  which  are  improved  by  muck, 
compolf,  marie,  and  other  methods  ufed  in  huihandry, 
they  will  have  no  effect  on  the  fens  ;  nor  can  any  other 
method  which  is  yet  known,  except  burning,  improve  fen- 
lahd. 

% 

I  fuppofe  it  will  now  be  expe£l:ed  I  fhould  allign  fome 
reafon  why  burning,  and  no  other  method,  can  be  fervice- 
able  to  the  improvement  of  fen-land. 

As  fen*Iand  is  very  light  and  porous,  and  the  falts  of 
muck  are  of  the  liquid  fort,  every  fhower  of  rain,  which  in 
folid  land  ferves,  as  it  were,  to  fpread  the  falts,  and  mix  it 
together,  has  a  quite  contrary  efFedf  in  the  fens ;  for,  from 
the  lightnefs  of  the  land,  inftead  of  being  incorporated  with 
the  foil,  it  drains  down  into  the  pores,  and  becomes  of  no 
ufe. 

But,  fuppofe  it  was  not  fo,  as  the  natural  productions  of 
the  land  are  of  fuch  a  fort  as  to  be  entirely  deftruClive  to 
every  kind  of  crop,  I  imagine  they  would  receive  fuch 
nourifhment  from  the  muck,  as  would  add  vigour  to  their 
vegetation,  and  put  a  flop  to  every  thing  but  themfelves. 

On  the  contrary,  the  falts  produced  from  the  afhes,  being 
of  the  earthy  kind,  do  not,  like  the  falts  of  muck,  defcend; 
but  the  afhes  being  fpread  on  the  land,  and  immediately 
ploughed,  are  incorporated  with  it,  and  they  ferment  together, 
to  the  fervice  of  the  crops  they  were  intended  for,  and  will 
generally  laft  for  three  crops,  and  no  more. 

The  ufual  method  is,  with  the  lail  crop,  to  lay  down 
the  land  with  fome  fort  of  feeds  ;  but  that  depends,  in  a  great 
^eafure,  on  the  inclination  of  the  farmer. 

The  feeds  generally  fown  are  rye-grafs :  it  is  very  fuit- 
jible,  for  they  will  ftand  wet  land  better  than  any  other  that 
I  know  of ;  and  it  is  a  grafs  that  grows  early  in  the  fpring, 
and  in  that  particular  is  a  defirable  fort.  A  mixture  of 
Highland  hay-feeds  with  fome  nonefuch  will  make  a  good 
addition. 

If  your  land  is  fafe  from  being  wet  in  winter,  fow  on 
each  acre  one  fack  of  hay-feeds,  and  one  bufhel  of  rye- 
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grafs,  with  about  ten  pounds  per  acre  of  nonefucb,  or  white 
Dutch  clover-feed  ;  but,  if  you  are  fubje^l:  to  be  wet,  more 
rye- grafs,  and  lefs  hay-feeds. 

Timothy- grafs,  I  find,  is  much  recommended  to  be  fown 
on  wet  lands ;  and,  if  it  anfwer,  according  to  the  charadfer 
given  of  it,  it  is  certainly  much  better  than  any  feeds  to  us 
at  prefent  known  ;  but  as  I  never  faw  any  of  it,  I  can  fay 
nothing  to  it  but  by  recommendation,  yet  will,  the  firfi: 
opportunity,  make  trial. 

However,  if  it  was  not  laid  'down  with  feeds,  the  land 
would  produce  nothing  but  what  I  have  already  defcribed  ; 
and  even  with  fowing  feeds,  it  will  not  hold  above  three  of 
four  years,  (unlefs  the  land  be  pretty  good)  and  then  it  will 
begin  to  turn  to  its  priftine  ftate  ;  for  the  land  of  itfelf 
having  but  little  ftrength,  it  cannot  long  fupport  this  rape, 
as  it  were,  but  will  return  to  its  nature  again ;  for,  as  a 
modern  poet  very  juftly  obferves, 

“  Let  us  all  do  what  we  will. 

Nature  will  be  nature  ftill.** 

I  hope  I  have  now  made  appear  the  abfolute  necefiity  of 
burning  fen-land,  and  the  caufe  fo  greatly  objected  to,  the 
lowering  the  land,  appear  in  a  more  favourable  light ;  and 
that  fen-lands  cannot  be  improved  by  any  other  means  than 
by  burning. 

There  is  one  thing  more  to  be  obferved  :  you  will  find, 
when  the  land  has  been  laid  dowm  about  four  years,  the 
feeds  will  greatly  decline,  and  then  (as  1  have  faid  before) 
nature  will  begin  to  re-inftate  herfelf,  and  bring  forth  tanfey, 
rufhes,  thiftles,  and  other  rubbifh  already  mentioned  ;  but  to 
put  a  flop  to  her  proceedings,  and  to  make  the  land  con¬ 
tinue  ufeful,  it  muft  be  ploughed  and  burnt  again,  which 
will  come  in  courfe  once  in  feven  or  eight  years. 

Thus,  and  thus  only,  is  fen-land  to  be  kept  in  due 
courfc  of  culture :  by  this  means  it  will  always  render 
agreeable  fervices  both  to  landlord  and  tenant ;  and,  from 
a  regular  fuccefiion  of  things,  the  tenant  will  be  able  to 
pay  his  rent  better,  the  landlord  will  be  pleafed  with  him 
for  fo  doing,  and  all  things  will  Aide  on  eafy  and  pleafant  5 
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and  the  land  will  laft,  under  this  courfe  of  culture,  till  earth 

and  fca  (hall  be  no  more  *, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Middle  Level,  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

June  1764.  J*  J* 


NUMBER  evil. 

Remarks  on  mowing  Wheats  with  a  'Method  of fecuring  it  from 
Damage  in  the  Field  when  cut. 

Gentlemen, 

S  the  manner  of  fevering  wheat  from  the  foil,  together 
with  the  likelieft  means  to  to  fecure  it  when  cut,  and 
wbilft  in  the  field,  from  the  damage  it  is  liable  to  fuflain  from 
wet,  have  very  defervedly  been  the  fubjedfs  of  many  papers' 
in  this  colle£lion;  and,  though  every  fentiment  therein  pub- 
lifhed  I  could  willingly  hope  to  be  the  efFedl  of  a  defire,  in  the 
perfon  communicating,  to  promote  the  public  good,yetIam 
very  apprehenfive  fome  of  thofe  obfervations,  or  informations, 
are  not  the  refult  of  experience,  butfpeculation ;  it  remaining 
as  yet  a  query  (at  leaft  with  me)  whether  all  the  perfons,  who 
have  communicated  to  you  on  thefe  fubjecls,  have  made  the 
neceffary  remarks  on  either,  fo  as  to  point  out  the  advan¬ 
tages  or  difadvantages  that  will  accrue  to  the  practical  farmer. 
Therefore,  being  one  who  ftill  continues  to  write  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  maxim  I  fet  out  with,  I  fhall  once  more  offer  my 
fentiments ;  not  to  boaft  of  my  paternal  eftate,  my  pre- 
fent  pofTefTions,  or  the  antiquity  of  my  family,  or  coat-ar¬ 
mour  ;  nor  would  I  make  it  a  point  to  decry  any  thing  I  can¬ 
not  clearly  comprehend,  or  find  fault  with  things  for  which 
I  can  propofe  no  amendment ;  either  being  an  indication  of 
mind  in  bondage  to  the  vain  emulation  of  conceitednefs. 

.  I  cannot 

*  We  hope  to  hear  often  from  fo  good  a  friend,  and  able  a 
correfpondent,  as  this  gentleman  proves  himfelf  to  be.  E. 
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I  cannot  yet  perceive  any  difference,  in  the  intrinfic  value 
of  any  thing  which  may  be  offered  in  thefe  monthly  publi¬ 
cations,  that  can  refult  from  knowing  from  whom  it  came  ; 
for  every  reader  muff,  with  refpedl  to  himfelf,  either  like  or 
ditlike  the  thing;  and  if  in  his  judgment  it  be  ufeful,  or 
maybe  of  benefit,  it  fhould  be  as  acceptable,  if  it  came  from 
one  whofe  experience  “it  is,  though  labouring  for  his  bread, 
as  though  it  came  from  one  greatly  exalted  in  life,  and  the 
imaginary  fruit  of  fpeculation. 

It  is  true,  the  name  of  one  in  an  exalted  ftation,  prefixed 
to  a  publication,  often  recommends  it  to  notice,  though 
the  matter  contained  be  not  worth  perufal. 

Having  made  this  neceffary  digreffion,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  offer  my  fentiments  concerning  the  cutting  of  wheat. 

A  good  deal  hath  been  faid  about  mowing  it,  and  even  much 
encouragementgiven  to  bringthatmethod  intopradlice;  which 
indeed,  where  labourers  are  fcarce,  and  the  corn  not  fully 
ripe,  may  be  of  fome  fervice  to  expedite,  the  work  without 
much  lofs  to  the  farmer  ;  but  when  hands  can  be  procured, 
and  the  wheat  fully  ripe,  there  is  no  method  will  ever  exceed 
that  of  hand-reaping, if  decency,  faving,  and  difpatch,  be  con- 
fidered  as  going  hand  in  hand  ;  but  if  difpatch  be  the  only 
thing  aimed  at,  mowing  muff  be  preferred,  though  not  in  a 
very  great  degree. 

In  order  to  illuffrate  this  matter,  it  may  not  be  impropet 
to  lay  down  a  calculation  of  the  coft  and  lofs  attending  the 
mowingand  binding,  and  alfoofreapingand binding,  oneacre. 

For  this  purpofe  we  will  make  choice  of  a  piece  of  midling 
wheat,  fay  of  twenty-five  bufliels  on  an  acre,  which  maybe 
cut  with  hook  or  fickle,  and  bound  for  5/.  b  d.  without 
meat  or  drink.  With  the  fcytheit  will  coft  2  r.  cutting, 
gathering,  and  binding  2  s.  and  raking  i  s.  which  makes 
5  s.  fo  that  6  d,  is  faved  in  price. 

But  then  I  would  advife  the  reader  to  confider,  that  a 
conliderable  quantity  of  corn  is  ffiook  out  by  the  fudden 
ffrokeof  the  fcythe  againft  the  ftraw,  and  trod  out  by  the  feet 
of  the  gatherer,  befides  many  ears  being  at  the  butt  of  the  fheaf, 
which  muff  be  expofed  to  the  dampnefs  of  the  earth  when 
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fe£  up  in  ftook,  if  it  happens  to  be  ferved  in  that  manner^ 
and  thereby  very  liable  to  grow,  which,  if  it  be  a  molfl:  har- 
veft,  muft  be  the  cafe ;  for  which  wafte  and  growing,  6  d, 
per  acre  is  but  a  moderate  allowance. 

From  this  there  appears  not  any  thing  to  be  faved  by 
mowing  an  acre,  in  which  work  three  perfons  are  employed 
for  a  day,  viz,  two  men  to  cut  and  bind,  and  a  woman 
to  rake  ;  when,  in  the  hand-reaping,  the  like  number  of 
hands,  all  men,  will  do  the  like  quantity  of  work  in  a  much 
neater  and  more  faving  manner ;  the  corn  be  laid  regular 
in  thefheaves,  and  more  free  from  ears  in  the  butts  of  them, 
and  confequently  lefs  liable  to  be  mixed  with  grown  corn, 
by  its  being  ftooked  in  a  moift  feafon. 

Having  made  thefe  remarks  on  cutting  wheat,  I  will  now 
propofe  a  method  pra^hfed  by  myfelf,  and  the  generality  of 
the  farmers  in  this  part  of  the  county  of  Glocefter,  for  fe- 
curing  it  in  the  field  from  damage  by  wet  after  cut  and 
bound. 

The  method  is  thus  :  we  frequently  procure  a  Hide,  to  be 
drawn  by  one  horfe,  made  of  two  poles  about  ten  feet  long, 
each  fixed  in  the  manner  of  a  thill  fora  waggon,  by  five  or  fix 
crofsbars  faftened  by  their  ends  in  each  of  the  poles,  near  the 
greater  ends  of  them,  but  not  fo  near  the  ends  as  to  hang  in 
the  clods  when  drawn  by  the  horfe,  which  is  placed  between 
them  as  in  a  thill :  bearing  on  the  hindermoft  of  thefe  crofs 
bars  is  a  tail  ladder,  in  manner  of  thofe  affixed  to  carts. 

Being  thus  provided,  a  fioutifh  lad  loads  on  this  Hide  from 
twenty  to  thirty  flieaves  or  more,  and  with  the  horfe  draws 
them  to  fome  convenient  fpot,  frequently  the  head-land,  and 
,  there  unloads  them  j  repeating  the  pradice  till  there  be 
thirty  or  forty  tything  brought  together. 

When  this  is  done,  and  fometimes  while  doing,  two  men 
are  employed  to  fiack  them  up  in  the  following  manner. 

They  lay  four  of  thefe  ffieaves  crofs  each  other,  the  ears 
or  crop  of  one  refting  on  the  middle  or  band  of  another  ;  by 
which  means  the  ears  are  preferved  from  the  ground  :  then 
one  of  thefe  men,  kneeling  on  one  knee  on  the  crop  of  thefe 
flieaves,  and  (landing  with  the  other  foot  on  the  huttsof  them, 
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proceeds  to  lay  other  fheaves  in  a  circular  manner,  being 
fupplied  by  the  other  man  with  them,  at  the  fame  time  letting 
the  butts  of  the  fheaves  in  each  ring  project  a  fmall  matter, 
till  he  is  gotten  about  four  foot  from  the  ground,  when  he  Is 
-careful  to  lay  every  ring  fhorter  than  the  other,  till  he  has 
brought  the  ftack  or  mov/  to  a  vertix,  the  laft  laying,  or  ring, 
containing  not  more  than  fix  or  eight  fheaves,  and  thofe  fmall, 
made  purpofely;  on  which,  at  laft,  a  fheaf  of  longifh  ftraw 
wheat,  and  of  midling  fize,  being  bound  near  the  butt-end 
for  that  purpofe,  and  the  ears  fpread  in  a  circular  manner,  is 
placed  as  a  cap  or  hickler  to  defend  the  others. 

After  which  we  frequently  fhear  down  the  mow,  thus 
made,  with  areap-hook,  and  carry  thefhearings  to  put  under 
the  bottom  of  the  next  ftack. 

The  corn  being  thus  fecured  may  remain  for  months, 
and  receive  no  damage  from  rain,  or  while  the  hands  are 
employed  in  getting  in  the  other  forts  of  grain,  which  may 
not  be  fo  conveniently  left  in  the  field. 

As  we  generally  bind  our  wheat  as  faft  as  it  is  cut,  allowing 
one  binder  to  two  reapers,  we  carry  it,  and  mow  or  ftack  it 
in  this  manner,  the  fame  day;  weeds  being  no  obftruc- 
tion,  as  the  butt-ends  of  thefheavfes  are  expofed  to  the  air, 
and  very  rarely  any  fheaf  is  put  in  the  middle  of  the  mow. 

We  for  the  moft  part  put  about  a  waggon-load  in  one  'of 
thefe  ftacks ;  and  two  men,  and  a  boy  with  his  horfe  and  Aide, 
will  carry,  and  mow  or  ftack,  eight  or  more  waggon-loads 
in  a  day. 

As  harveft  is  approaching,  fome  of  thefe  hints  may  be  of 
ufe,  though  dreffed  in  a  fheep’s-ruflet  coat,  fpun  and  wove  in 
the  country,  and  labouring  under  the  difadvantage  of  a  want 
©f  academical  refinement  clothed  in  fable  hue.  , 

Give  me  leave  once  more,  Gentlemen,  to  fubferibe  myfelf 

RuRICOLA  GLdcESTRIS. 
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NUMBER  CVIII. 

thoughts  on  the  beji  Method  of  introducing  the  Mowing  of 
'  tVheaty  by  a  Lancaftiire  Farmer, 

Gentlemen, 

AS  I  imagine  that  the  gentleman  in  Northamptonfhire, 
who  laft  year  kindly  communicated  to  the  fociety  of 
arts  the  refult  of  the  experiments  he  made  in  the  affair  of 
mowing  wheat  with  the  P'rench,  Brabant,  and  Hainault 
fcythes,  will  this  year  alfo  make  experiments  on  the  fame 
fubje(5f,  I  beg  leave,  through  the  means  of  your  work,  to 
lay  before  the  public  a  few  of  my  thoughts  relative  to  this 
important  affair. 

I  have  been  many  years  a  farmer ;  have  diligently  at¬ 
tended,  for  a  long  feries  of  time,  to  the  bufinefs  of  my 
calling,  and,  I  thank  my  God,  have  fo  far  profited  by  it, 
as  to  have  acquired  for  my  old  age  a  comfortable  means  of 
fubfiftence.  '  ,  * 

lam  firft  to  inform  you,  gentlemen,*  that  many  years 
ago  I  imagined  that  a  general  introdu6lIon  of  a  method  of 
mowing  our  crops  of  wheat  would  be  of  fingular  fervice  to 
the  nation  in  general,  and  the  farmers  in  particular ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  I  had  great  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the 
fcythes  commonly  ufed  for  mowing  barley  or  oats  would 
not  anfwer  in  the  fame  intention  for  wheat ;  and  I  alfo 
imagined,  that  fome  other  method  of  mowing,  than  that 
generally  ufed  in  England,  mufl  be  invented,  if  we  would 
mow  our  wheats.  ^ 

I  may,  perhaps,  on  this  occafion  be  afked,  why  I  did 
not  myfelf  attempt  it :  to  this  I  anfwer,  that  I  did  once, 
with  the  common  fcythes,  and  ordinary  workmen,  make 
the  experiment ;  but,  1  muft  at  the  farhe  time  ingenuoufly 
own,  it  was  with  very  bad  fuccefs ;  but  this  was,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to  the  obftinacy  and 
wickednefs  of  the  workmen,  who  wilfully  fpoiled  me  3 

5  conftderable 
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confid^rable  quantity  of  corn,  that  they  might  cure  me  of 
enterprizing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  poor  r  for  they  took  it 
into  their  heads,  that  if  wheat  was  to  be  mowed  throughout 
the  kingdom,  half  our  hands  in  harveft  would  want  em- 
’ployment. 

It  was  in  vain  for  me  to  contend ;  I  had  no  money  to 
throw  away,  and  it  would  have  been  highly  improper  for 
me  to  attempt  encountering  the  prejudice  of  a  whole  parifh, 
for  my  brother  farmers  joined  with  the  labourers  againft 
me,  vowing  they  would  never  countenance  innovations  in 
'huibandry,  which  they  imagined  their  fathers  underftood  to 
the  full  as  well  as  any,  the  moft  intelligent,  of  their  fens. 

•  This  it  was  which  prevented  me  in  the  prime  of  life  from 
attempting  to  introduce  feveral  innovations,  which,  I  am 
confident,  would  be  of  infinite  fervice,  I  could  not  afford 
to  lofe  either  my  time  or  money  ;  and  for  fome  years 
paft,  fines  I  am  grown  older,  and  fomewhat  rich,  though 
the  other  objedfions  are  removed,  1  find  myfelf  too  infirm 
to  ,put  in  execution  many  fchemes  which  I  had  formed  for 
the  improvement  of  the  old  methods  of  farming. 

Though  too  old  to  pradlife  novelties,  I  yet  think  myfelf 
capable  of  advifing  others,  who  have  it  more  in  their  power 
to  do  good  than  I  ever  had  in  thefe  matters. 

I  am  greatly  pleafed  with  the  public  fpirit  and  good 
fenfe  of  your  correfpondent  Y.  Z..  and  if  he  has  but  in¬ 
fluence,  in  proportion  to  his  defire  of  doing  good,  I  have 
not  the  Icafi  doubt  but  the  W'orld  will  greatly  benefit  by 
him. 

I  alfo  think  that  the  world  is  greatly  obliged  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Comber,  who  writes  to  you  from  Yorkfhire,  for  the 
account  he  has  given  you  of  the  method  of  mowing  wheat 
pradlifed  in  the  Welds  in  that  county. 

-As  far  as  I  can  underhand  by  his  letter,  it  has  long  been 
in  ufe  there,  and,  of  courfe,  the  workmen,  annually  em¬ 
ployed  in  it,  cannot  but  fome  of-  them  be  very  expert  in 
the  ufe  of  their  feythes  ;  I  would  therefore,  by  all  means, 
advife  the  Nortbamptonfhire  gentleman,  whoever  he  is,  to 
procure,  witlxnit  delay,  three  or  toiir  good  mowers  from 

Yop.  II,  No.  II.  Hbb  the 
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the  Wolds,  who  might  not  only  try  the  fcythes  they  mw 
commonly  ufe  with  thofe  brought  from  abroad,  but  might 
alfo  foon  be  taught  how  to  nfe  ^he  foreign  one?  with 
expertnefs. 

Was  this  point  once  gained,  mowing  wheat  might  foo^ 
be  brought  into  general  ufe ;  as  to  the  fcythe  that  fhould 
be  ufed,  it  would  Ipe  no  ways  material  whether  it  were  an 
Englifh  or  a  foreign  onej  provided  that  was  chofen  and  pre¬ 
ferred  which  was  really  and  truly  beft  adapted  to  do  the 
work. 

'*  # 

Yet,  after  a)!,  I  am  very  fenfible,  that  when  it  is  to  a|i 
evident  demonftration,  by  repeated  experiments,  proved  that 
mowing  wheat  ought  to  be  preferred  to  reaping  or  fhear- 
ing  it,  it  will  neverthelefs  be  a  wo^k  of  great  diiHculty  to 
perfuade  the  common  farmers  to  adopt  it.  i  know  them 
well:  they  love  to  jog  on  in  the  fame  beaten  track,  and 
thjnk  that  leaving  it  will  greatly  increafe  ^heir  trouble  of 
thought,  which,  by  the  bye,  they  in  general  abhor;  be- 
jides  the  uncertainty  of  fuccefs,  for  they  will  fcarcely  be 
iriduced  to  believe  that  any  thing  out  of  the  common 
way  can  fucceed,  though  they  fee  it  with  their  own  eyes. 

There  is  alfo  another  difSculty  to  be  got  over  ;  I  mean 
the  prejudices  of  the  worknien,  who  are  generally,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn,  of  opinion,  that  to  introduce  mowing 
Wheat  would  be  doing  them,  'their  families,  and  their 
pofterity,  a  cruel  injury,  as  it  would  require  in  harveft 
much  fewer  hands  to  mow  than  to  reap  a  crop  of  wheat  ; 
by  which  means  feme  of  them  muft  of  courfe  be  left  idle. 

All  this  might  eaiily,  I  am  fenfible,  be  anfwered  and 
confuted  :  but  to  what  purpofe  is  it  to  argue  with  men 
who  either  do  not,  or  through  fome  prejudice  will  not, 
comprehend,  or  be  convinced,  by  the  force  of  reafon  ? 
Another  method,  much  more  powerful,  muft  be  taken  to 
bring  them  over;  we  muft  fpeak  to  their  intereft,  and 
they  will  open  their  ears.  "  ’  ;  -  l  '  ... 

I  would  recommend  that  as  foon  as  ever  the  propriety  of 
mowing  wheat  is  afeertained  by  accurate,  impartial,  and 
well-authenticated  experiments,  the  fbeiety  for  promoting  arts 
^  ‘  ^  ,  ftlOuld 
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(hould  encourage  the  pra6^:ice'  of  h  hy  proper  premiums, 
as  Well  pectiniary  as  honorary:  this  would  excite  an  emu¬ 
lation,  and  fpread  the  practice  much  fooner,  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  than  any  recommendatory  advertirement,*' 
which  either  the  fociety,  or  any^  of  its  committees,  can  draw 
Up  and  infert  in  the  public  papers. 

As  I  have  proceeded  fo  fit ;  I  will  venture  to  advance 
©he  flep  forwarder,  ahd  mention  to  you  the  manner  in 
which  I  would  have  thefe  premiums  offered,  for  on  that 
will,  in  a  great  meafure,  depend  any  good  efFe£t  that  may 
fee  expedfed  from  them.  I  am  the  rather  prompted  to  do 
this,  as  I  have  no  other  means  of  conveying  my  fentiments 
to  the  members  of  the  fociety,  for  it  would  be  impertinerit 
in  me,  who  am  no  member,  to  write  a  long  letter  to  the 
fecretary,  Which,  after  all,  may  be  efteemed  not  defcrving 
of  notice. 

By  communicating  my  thoughts  through  your  colledfion, 
any  of  the  members  (I  fuppofe  moft  of  them  are  your 
readers)  may  adopt  them,  and  propofe  them  to  the  fociety 
as  their  own,  if  they  pleafe  ;  for  I  am  quite  fatisfied  if  good 
can  by  any  means  arife  from  what  I  offer,  without  being 
anxious  about  the  honour  which  may  be  attendant  on  it. 

But  toi»refume  the  fubjedf,  (which  fome  of  your  readers 
may  imagine  I  had  almoff  loft  fight  of)  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  fociety  (hould  fet  apart  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  pounds  annually,  for  fome  time  to  come,  for  the 
encouragement  of  mowing  of  wheat  (provided  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  it  (hould  be  afeertained)  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned. 

I  would  prefume  alfo  to  recommend,  that  two  hundred 
pounds  of  this  money  (hould  be  offered  in  the  following 
manner ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  fuch  farmer,  renting  or  occupy¬ 
ing  a  farm,  in  which  there  is  not  lefs  than  two  hundred 
acres  kept  in  tillage,  who  (hould,  in  one  harveft,  caufe  to 
be  mowed,  in  the  manner  diredled  by  the  fociety^,  the 
greateft  number  of  ftatute  acres  of  wheat,  being  not  lefs 
than  forty,  one  hundred  pounds  \  to  the  farmer  who  (hould 
caufc  the  next  greateft  quantity  of  land  in  wheat  to  be 

B  b  b  2^  mowed, 
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mowed,  holding  a  farrrt  ais  above,  and  mowing  not  lef^  than 
thirty  acres^  fixty  pounds;  and  for  the  third  greateft  quan¬ 
tity,  as  above,  not  lefs  than  twenty  acres,  forty  pounds ; 
to  be  paid  on  proper  certificates  being  produced  to  the  fatis- 
fa£fion  of  the  fociety. 

The  remaining  hundred  pounds  I  would  wifh  to  be  difr 
pofed  of  for  the  encouragement  of  a  lower  clafs  of  farmers, 
I  mean  fuch  as  rent,  or  occupy,  farms  in  which  there  are 
lefs  than  two  hundred,  but  more  than  one  hundred,  acres 
in  conftant  tillage.  To  fuch  farmer,  laft  defcribed,  who 
fhould  caufe  to  be  mowed  moft  wheat  in  harveft,  not  lefs 
than  twenty- five  fiatute  acres,  fifty  pounds  ;  for  the  fecond 
greateft  quantity,  not  lefs  than  eighteen  acres,  thirty  pounds  5 
and  for  the  third  greateft  quantity,  not  lefs  than  twelve 
acres,  twenty  pounds. 

As  many  gentlemen  occupy  lands  of  their  own,  in  various 
quantities,  it  may  alfo  be  necefiary  to  publifh  honorary  pre¬ 
miums  on  this  fubjedt ;  and  I  fhould  think  that  the  fociety 
would  do  well  to  have  fome  particular  medals  ftruck  for  ea^- 
couraging  the  candidates  in  the  various  departments;  on 
one  fide  of  which  fhould  be  the  fociety’s  emblem,  whatever 
it  be,  and  on  the  reverfe  fhould  be  an  infeription  contain- 
iing  the  candidate’s  name,  and  the  reafon  for  which  the 
medal  was  given.  ' 

The  expence  attending  this  method  could  never  be  put 
in  competition  with  the  advantages  which  muft  neceflarily 

refult  from  the  meafure:  thefe  medals  would  confer  a  laft- 

\ 

ing  honour  on  the  perfons  who  fhould  be  fo  happy  as  to 
,  merit  the&;  whereas  thofe  which  are  now  given,  are,  aS 
far  as  I  am  informed,  (for  1  never  faw  any  of  them)  only 
fo  far  a  reward  as  their  intrinfic  weight  of  metal  may  be 
worth  a  larger  or  a  fiiialler  fum.  ' 

I  am  a  great  friend  lo  rnodeft  merit,  and  Would  wifh  to 
fee  it,  on  all  occafions,  encouraged. 

But  to  return  once  again  to  what  I  intended  fhould  be  the 
more  immediate  fubje6t  of  this  letter,  (I  mean  mowing  of 
wheat)  1  fliould  be  glad  if  the  ingenious  and  publi.c-fpirited 
Northamptonfhire  gentleman  above  mentioned  would  be  a 

little 
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little  more  accurate  and  particular  in  the  accounts  which 
ht  niould  certainly  keep  of  all  the  trials  which  are  made 
with  the  various  fcythes  in  the  hands  of  various  workmen, 
I  would  alfo  recommend  that  he  try  his  experiments  in  every 
poflible  mode  he  can  think  of,  and  on  every  variety  of 
crops,  fuch  as  ftrong  and  weak,  thick  and  thin,  low  and 
rank,  taking  care  to  keep  a  journal  of  all  proceedings  in 
this  affair,  which,  I  muft  needs  own,  I  have  greatly  at 
heart,  as  deeming  it  of  the  utmofl  national  importance. 

I  fhall,  before  I  conclude,  give  you  a  few  reafons  why  l 
think  it  of  fuch  importance. 

In  the  firft  place,  1  have  great  rcafon  to  think  that  our 
meal,  in  general,  for  making  bread,  would  be  much  better 
than  it  now  is  ;  for,  as  a  great  deal  more  wheat  may  be 
mown  by  the  fame  number  of  hands,  in  a  given  time,  than 
can  be  cut  either  with  a  hook  or  fickle,  we  muft  neceftarily 
conclude,  that  fuppofing  the  fame  number  of  bands  to  be 
employed,  as  are  now  annually  hired  for  getting  in  harveft, 
(and  we  have  no  feafon  to  fuppofe  the  contrary  would  be  the 
cafe)  our  wheat  would  certainly  be  cut  and  houfed  in  a  much 
fliorter  fpace  of  time  than  if  it  was  ftill  to  be  reaped  ;  of 
confequence  the  hazard  would  be  Jefs  of  its  getting  damage 
in  the  field  by  wet,  which  it,  in  the  prefent  pradice,  too 
often  does.  >  - 

f  • 

Secondly,  if  we  could,  by  mowing  our  wheat,  contrive 
to  finifli  our  harveft  work  in  Jefs  time,  the  woollen,  and 
other  manufa£lories,  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  it ; 
for,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  harveft,  our  manufacfurers 
now  often  feverely  feel  the  want  of  the  hands  which  the 
neceftityof  getting  in  the  corn  of  courfe  deprives  them  of  for 
the  fpace  of  feveral  entire  weeks ;  by  which  means  they  are 
often  diverted  of  the  power  of  executing  the  orders  they  may 
at  that  time  receive  from  the  merchants.  1  could  fay  more, 
but  that  I  think  my  letter  already  ful^ciently  long. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Manchefter,  Your  conftant  reader, 

July  7,  1764.  A  Lancashire  Farmer. 
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NUMBER  CIX. 

Treimums  adjudged  hy  the  Society  for  the  Encautagment  of  Arts^ 
&c.  in  the  Strand,  in  confequence  of  the  Advert  if etnents  in 

,  1763- 


AGRICULTURE. 

For  fming  acarm,  22  acres.  A  gold  medal  to  John 
Buxton,  Efq;  of  Rufhford^  Norfolk. 

■  Scotch  fir^  10 s^^ooo  plants,  A  gold  medal  to  Robert 
Fenwick  Kfq;  of  Limington,  Northumberland. 

DittOy  plants.  A  filver  medal  to  John  Mount, 

Efq;  of  W afing,  Berks. 

Lucerne.,  13  acres  23  rods.  John  Vallehce,  of  Patchum, 
Hear  Brighthelmflone,  Suffex,  20  1. 

Ditto.,  12  acres.,  3  roods.,  ii  rods.  James  BedeH,  of  North 
Cray,  Kent,  15  1. 

Ditto,  1 1  acres.  James  Edwards,  of  Dulverton,  Bomerfet, 

xo  1. 


For  fowing  carrots,  30  acres  2  roods.  Mr.  Robert  Billing, 
of  Weafenham,  All  Saints,  Norfolk,  20  1. 

Ditto,  10  acres.  Mr.  John  Darch,  of  Brufiiford,  Somer- 
fet,  10  1. 

White  clover  feed,  2i  cwt.  j  qr.  13  Ih.  John  Freeman, 
Efq^  of  Chute  Lodge,  Wilts,  20  1. 

Madder.  5  1.  for  every  acre  planted,  to  the  following 
candidates,  vi%.  To  Mr.  Francis  Harris,  Iver,  Bucks,  one 
acre.  Mr.  John  Goddard,  Ditchling,  SufTex,  one  acre,  24  rod. 
Mr.  Gabriel  Curner,  North  Mutford,  Devonfhire,  ten  acres. 
MefTrs.  Abraham  Prebbel  and  Jofeph  Royle,  St.  Mary 
Northgate,  Canterbury,  15  aerds.  Everard  Buck  worth 
Herne,  Efq;  Heverlaiid,  Norfolk,  two  acres.  Mr,  Francis 
Buti,  Burchington,  Thanet,  one  acre.  Rev.  Mr.  John 
Peele,  Tilney,  Norfolk,  one  acre.  Mr.  J.  Ranfon,  Stow- 
market,  two  acres.  MefTrs.  J.  Lane  and  William  Kemp, 
Teynham,  Kent,  feven  acres.  Mr^  John  Simmons,  Prefton, 
Kent,  two  acres.  Mr.  James  Cole,  Ditchihgham,  Norfolk, 
one  acre.  Mr.  Francis  Crump,  Batterfea,  Surry,  three  acres. 
Mr.  Jacob  Pattifon,  Whitham,  EfTex,  one  acre.  Mr.  Jo* 
feph  Flight,  Bermondfey,  Surry,  one  acre  27  rod.  Ditto,  in 
Thames  Ditton,  Surry,  two  acres.  William  Hutchins,  Efq; 

Barn- 
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Barn-Elms,  Surry,  two  acres.  Mr.  William  GoflC)  Ring- 
wood,  Hampfhire,  two  acres. 

Hemp.  40 1.  Co  Jofeph  Higgins,  of  Prefton,  Salop,  having 
fown  35  acres  32  perch.  30 1.  to  John  Elfrnere,  of  the 
parifties  of  St.  Julian  and  Pontfbury,  Salop,  having  fown 
IQ  acres  3  roods  16  perches.  40I.  to  Criftopher  Michell^ 
of  Putford,  Devon,  Saving  Town  45  acres  3  rood  22  rod. 
30 1.  to  John  Davy,  of  Yeovil  and  Weft  Coker,  Somerfct, 
having  Town  43  acres  three  rood  10  perch  and  7-ioths.  20  1. 
to  William  Jones,  of  Putford,  Devon,  having  fown  40  acres 
two  rood  17  perch.  10  I.  to  Giles  Hawkins,  ofEaft  Chinnock 
and  Weft  Coker,  Somerfet,  having  fown  31  acres. 

Bee  Hives.  Gold  medal  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fa  wee  t,  of 
Oxque,  in  the  parifh  of  Marrick  near  Richmond,  Yorfe- 
Jfhire,  having  in  his  pofieflion  124  hives  with  bees.  Silver 
medal  to  Mr.  Thomas  Haynes,  of  Oundle,  Northamptonf- 
ihire,  having  105  hives. 

CHEMISTRY. 

Fer  zaffre  and  Jmalt.  50 1.  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Crifp,  of 
Bow  Church-yard. 

For  verdegris.  lool.  to  John  Bindley,  Efq; 

Turky  red,  100  1.  to  Mr.  Simon  Spurreit,  Iflewortb, 
Middlefex.  ‘ 

POLITE  ARTS. 

For  drawings  at  the  Academy.  Eight  guineas  to  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Parry.  Seven  guineas  to  Mr.  William  Lawrenfon, 
Six  guineas  to  Mr.  Johnfon  Carr.  Five  guineas  to  Mr. 
Richard  Earlom.  Three  guineas  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jones. 
One  guinea  to  Mr.  Matthew  Liart. 

For  drawings  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  gallery.  Eight 
guineas  to  Mr.  William  Pennington,  Ludgate  Street.  Sevep 
guineas  to  Mr.  William  Parry,  who  relinquifhed  for  a  pre¬ 
mium  in  another  clafs.  Six  guineas  to  Mr.  John  Hackwill, 
St.  James’s  Market.  Four  guineas  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Barron, 
at  Mr.  Reynolds’s,  Leicefter  f'iclds. 

^  For  drawings  of  a  human  figure.,  or  figures.,  from  models  aft 
orbajfio  relievos.  Fight  guineas  to  William  Pennington,  at  Mr; 
Pennington’s  in  Ludgate  Street,  who  relinqujfbes  for  claini 
126.  Seven'^guineas  to  Philip  Wickftcad,  at  Mr.  Zoffary’s, 
Great  Piazza,  Covent  Garden,  Three  guineas  to  Johnfon 
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Carr,  at  Mr,  Wilfon-Sj.GoVent  Garden,  who  relinquifhcd 
for  clafs  125.  Two  guineas  to  John  Kitchinman. 

For  drawings  of  a  human  figure  ,af  ter  a  print  or  drawing. 
Five  guineas  to  William  Lewin,  of  Mitre  Court,  the 
north  fide  of  St.  Paurs  Church  Yard,  Four  guineas  to  Tho¬ 
mas  Brooks,  at  the  Drawing  School,  Sttahd.  One  guinea 
to  Richard  Sparrow,  at  ditto.  One,  guinea  to  Wittiam  Stud* 
Blake,at  Mr.  Harper’s,  engraver,  in  Fo^er  Lane,  Cheapfide, 

For  drawings  of  human  figurejs  in  groupes.  Seven'  guineas 
to  George  Sykes,  pupil  to  Mr.  Paffons,  in  Queen  Square, 
Bloomfbury.  Five  guineas  to  David.Sands,  at  <the  Drawing- 
School,  Strand.  Three  guineas  to  Robert  Dmikarton,  at-the 
Bell  in  Compton  Street^- Sohq.  ,  .  . 

Drawings  of  human  figure's^  or  heads  after  drawings  or  prints, 
■Five  guineas  to  Mr.  Robert  Steele,  at  Mr.  Pars’s,  Strand. 
.Four  guineas  to  Mr.  William  Mondet,  .  at  ditto.  Three 
guineas  and  a  half  to  Thomas  Brookes,  who  relinquifhed-for 
another  clafs.  Three  guineas  to  Mr.  Robert  Hardy,  Drawing- 
School,  Strand.  Two  guineas  to'  Mr.,  Philip  Stevenard,  at 
ditto.  One  guinea  and  a  half  to  Mr.  Richard  Hurlflone,  at 
ditto.  One  guinea  to  Mr.  John  Milhoiirn,  ju.q^  St.  Joh'a 
Street,  Oxford  Market. 

Drawings  of  fruits^  JloWiers^hQ.  by  girls  under  20,  Four 

fuineas  to  Mils  Mary  Wathen.,  '  daughter  of  Dr.  Wathen, 
atcr-nofter  Row.  Three  guineas  to  Mifs  Anne  Jones, 
Cambridge  Street,  Carnaby  Market.  Two  guineas  to  Mils 
Mary  Brook,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brook,  of  Gamfton, 
near  Retford,  Nottinghamfhire.  One  guinea  to  Mifs  Mary 
.Chambers,  at  ^he  Brew-houfe  in  Milford  Lane,  Strand. 

Drawings  of  ornaments  by  girls  under  18.  Three  guineas 
to  Mifs  Mary  Fearop,  Milbank,  Weftminfter.  Two  guineas 
to  Mifs  Anne  Sherborn,  at  the  Drawing-School,  Strand. 

Ditto  for  the  ufe  of  weavers,  SiJt  guineas’  to  Mifs  Alice 
Morrifon,  Moorfields. 

Drawings  of  ornaments  by  youths  under  20.  Ten  guineas  to 
Mr.  John  Bellington.  Six  guineas  to  Mr.  William  Sharp. 
Four  guineas  to  Mr.  John  Millar. 

Ditto  by  youths  under  20.  Seven  guineas  to  Mr.  William 
Woodward,  at  Mr.  Frow’s,  in  Portugal  Street.  Four 
guineas  to  Mr.  Samuel  Paris,  Primrofe  Street,  Bifhopfgate 
Without. 

Dravfngs  of  any  kind  hy  hoys  under  14.  Five  guineas  to 
Andrew  Thonithwait,  Drawing  School,  Strand.  Four  gui¬ 
neas 
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tieas  to  John  Alexander,  at  Mr.  Parfons’s,  Qyeen  Square, 
Bloomfbury.  Three  guineas  to  James  Jones,  Drawing- 
School,  Strand.  Two  guineas  to  Thomas  Brooks,  who  re- 
figned  for  clafs  128.  One  to  Robert  Steele,  who  refigned 
for  clafs  130. 

Drawings  of  any  kind  ly  girls  under  15.  Five  guineas  to 
Mifs  Tuckwell,  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Grant  Tuckwell. 
Four  guineas  to  Mifs  Mary  Bruce  Strange,  Caftle  Street^ 
Leicefter  Fields.  Three  guineas  to  Mifs  Elizabeth  Graham, 
daughter  of  Col.  Graham,  Berkeley  Square.  Two  guineas 
$0  Mifs  Anne  Pars,  Drawing-School,  Strand.  One  guinea 
to  Mifs  Penelope  Graham. 

:  Drawings  of  a  hhrfe.  Eight  guineas  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Hearn,  at  Mr.  Bifhop's,  Maiden  Lane,  Strand.  Seven  gui¬ 
neas  to  Mr.  Chriftopher  Finch,  at  Mr.  Parses  Strand. 

For  drawings  of  landfcapes,  15  guineas  to  William  Hod¬ 
ges,  at  Mr.  Wilfon’s,  in  the  Great  Piazza,  Covent  Garden. 
Nine  guineas  to  Jofeph  Farrington,  at  Mr.  Wilfon's,  ditto. 
Six  guineas  to  John  Fougeron,  at  Mrs.  Marfliegay’s,  aToy- 
ihop  in  Great  St.  Andrew’s  Street,  Seven  Dials. 

Defigns  inarchiteSfuri,  30  guineas  to  Mr.  James  Gandon, 
at  Mr.  HulTey’s,  Coventry  Street.  20  guineas  to  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Cooley,  carpenter,  in  Great  Poland  Street.  Ten  guineas 
to  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin,  Bridge-Office,  Black  Fryars. 

Drawings  in  architeFlure.  Ten  guineas  to  Mr.  James 
Pollard,  at  Mr.  Atkinfon’s,  Hyde-Park-Corner.  Seven 
guineas  to  Mr.  Richard  Edwin,  at  Mr.  Brettingham’s  in 
Dufour  Court,  Broad  Street,  Soho.  Three  guineas  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Sutton,  at  Mr.  Laurex’s,  Great  RufTel  Street, 
Bloomfbury. 

Hif  or  ical  drawings,  20  guineas  to  Mr.  J.  Donald  Ton, 
Prince’s  Street,  Leicefter  Fields.  Five  guineas  to  Mr.  John 
Edwards,  Little  Queen  Street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. 

Medallion^  Ten  guineas  to  Mr.  John  Taylor,  at  Mr. 
Milxan’s  in  Vine  Street,  Piccadilly. 

Bajfo  relievos  in  clay,  15  guineas  to  Mr.  John  Bacon,  Pa¬ 
ter- nofter  Row,  Spital  Fields.  Five  guineas  to  Mr.  John 
Daintry,  Down  Street,  Hyde- Park  Corner. 

Models  in  clay.  Five  guineas  to  Mr.  Thomas  Early, 
Hyde-Park-Corner. 

Models  of  ornaments  inclay^  by  youths  Under  20,  Six  guineas 
to  Mr.  George  George,  Down  Street,  Hyde-Park  Corner. 
Four  guineas  to  Mr.  John  Scott,  at  Chrift-Church  Hofpital, 

C  c  c  Three 
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*T  hrcc  guineas  to  Mr.  Richard  Haflewood,  Great  Queea 
Street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.  Two  guineas  to  Mr.  Philips 
Kegnart,  Hollen  Street,  Soho. 

Ditto  by  youths  under  19,  Four  guineas  to  Mr.  George 
Reynolds,  Church  Street,  St.  Anne’s,  Soho.  Three  guineas 
to  Mr.  Charles  Banks,  Hyde  Park  Corner.  Two  guineas  to 
Mr.  John  Gilbert,  jun.  in  Mount  Street,  ©ne  guinea  to 
Mr.  Lewis  Robinfon,  Eagle  Court,  Strand. 

Models  in  vjax  by  youi hs  under  2 1 ,  Ten  guineas  to  Mr. 
Albertus  Pars,  at  Mr.  Pars’s,  Strand. 

Ditto  by  girls  under  21.  Six  guineas  to  Mifs  Mary  Robhi«f 
Ton,  Beaufort  Buildings,  Strand. 

For  engraving  in  wood,  1 5  guineas  to  Simon  Watts^  at 
Mr.  Rogers’s,  Laurence  Poultney  Lane,  to  guineas  to 
James  Deacon,  at  the  Tower  of  London. 

-  For  etchings  by  youths.  Eight  guineas  to  James  Record.  Five 
guineas  to  Francis  Torrond.  Four  guineas  to  Rfepe  Rogers. 
Three  guineas  to  William  Humphry, 

For  engraving  landfcapes.  25.  guineas  to  Thomas  Vivares^^ 

Engraving  hijbory pieces,  40  guineas  to  Mr.  Simon  Fran*^ 
cis  Ravenet.  25  guineas  to  Mr.  Francis  AHamet. 

Ditto  human  figures,  20  guineas  to  M  r.  Henry  Bryer. 

For  cameo.  Ten  guineas  to  Mr.  Edward  Burch,  Red-Lio® 
Court,  Fleet  Street. 

Ditto.  Five  guineas  to  Mr.  Nehemiah  Spicer,  at  the' 
Butchers  Arms,  Hare  Street,  Bethnal  Green, 

Dittos  Five  guineas  to  Rob.  Staples,  at  Mr.  C.'  Staples^ 
Jeweller,  in  Harp  Court,  Fleet-Street. 

For  intaglio.  20  guineas  tp  Lewis  Pingo,  in  Kirby  Street, 
Hatton  Garden. 

For  pajles^  20  guineas  to  Mr.  S.  More,  in  Jermin  Street. 

For  painting  in  chiaro  ojcuro.  iS  guineas  to  Mr  Hugh 
Douglafs  Hamilton,  at  the  Golden  Ball,  in  Broad  Courts 
Long- Acre.  Seven  guineas  to  Mr.  Edward  Edwards,  at  Mr^. 
Holly’s,  the  St.  Luke’s,  Compton-Street,  Soho. 

For  painting  in  enamel,  15  Guineas  to  Mr,  John  Fill" 
lay  Ton,  Ten  Guineas  to  Mr.  Charles  Handafyde. 

For  pointing  fea-pieces,  3,0  guineas  to  Mr.  Richard  Wright, 
Craven  Street,  Strand.  15  guineas  to  Mr.  Francis  Sweinc, 
Stretton  Ground,  Weftminller. 

Painting  hijlory  pieces,  100  guineas  to  Mr.  John  Mor¬ 
timer,  Great  Piazza,  Covent  Garden.  25  guineas  to  Mr. 
Mafon  Chamberlin,  Stewart  Street,  Spital  Fields,  20  guineas 
to  Mr,  William  Pars,  in  the  Strand. 

Paint^ 


I 


ET  COMMEIICI  ALE.  375 

'Fainting  landfcapes.  50  guineas -to  Mr.  George  Barra 
in  Orchard  Street,  oppolite  to  JNTorth-Audley  Street.  5^5 
guineas  to  Mr,  Daniel  Bond,  of  Birmingham.  Ten  guineas 
to  Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  in  Silver  Street,  Golden  Square. 

For  Jlatue  in  marble,  140  guineas  to  Mr.  Nicholas 
Read. 

For  bajfo  relievo  in  marble.  50  guineas  to  Mr.  John  Eck- 
ilcin.  25  guineas  to  Mr.  Lloyd  Anderfon  Holm. 

MANUFACTURES. 

Paper  for  copper-plates.  Second  premium,  25  1,  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Cooke,  of  Tottenham. 

Foint-lace,  Firjl  premium*  Fifteen  guineas  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Parker,  of  Hareftone,  Leicefterfhire. 

Second  ditto.  Eight  guineas  to  M,rs.  Efther  Booty,  of 
Church-Cour^  Strand. 

Third  ditto..  Five  guineas  to  Mrs.  Mary  Booty  of  Hert¬ 
ford  School. 

Fourth  ditis.  Two  guineas  to  Mrs.  Maria  Dallas,  Cole¬ 
man- ftreet. 

^uHting  'ln  'the  loom.  Firjl  premium,  50 1.  to  Mr.  Hum¬ 
phry  Slim,  in  Friday  Street. 

Second,  30  1.  to  Mr,  Jofeph  Shaw,  of  Bolton,  LanGafhirr. 

Third,  20  I.  to  Mr.  Michael  Badge,  Spital  Fields. 

Spinning-wheel.  50 1.  to  Mr.  William  Harrifon,  Eaft  Street, 
Red-Lion  Square. 

Fine  linen  yarn,  Firjl  premium.  Eight  guineas  to  Mrs. 
Hannah  Dunftone,  of  South  Peterton,  Somerfeti 

Second,  Five  guineas  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bifhqp,  of  Crew- 
Jcerne,  ^merfet. 

COLONIES  and  TRADE. 

To  a  draught  from  Mr.  Ottolenghe,  for  filk  cocoons,  in 
Georgia,  193 1.  17  s.  lod. 
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BOUNTIES. 


To  Mr.  ^ocque,  of  WaIham*>Grecn,  for  the  improved  cul¬ 
ture  of  burnet,  '750  O  O 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Moore,  of  Newgate  Street^^Tor  the  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  embofled  paper,  .  _  50  0  o 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Keyfe,  for  the  difeoyery  of  his  method  of 
painting  in  fixed  crayons.,  "  31  lO  o 

To  Mr.  Ringrofe,  for  his  contrivance  of  a  plough  for  turning 
up  heath  ground,  andof  ahorfe  thiftlecutter,  ro  lO  o 
To  Mrs.  Mary  Whitefide,  for  her  invention  of  making  lace 
with  knitting  needlesj .  ?  10  10  o 

To  Mr.  Carter,  for  his  attempt  in  making  a  fubftitute  for 
borax,  I  ph 
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NUMBER  CXI. 

To  the  Editors  of  Museum  Rusticum. 

Gentlemen,  .  : 

F  the  under- written  will  be  of  any  fcrvice  to  the  public^ 
pray  infert  it  in  your  collection. 

A  Jhort'  Dijfertation  on  Marie,  ■  —  " 

IT  is  taken  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth  at  feveral 
depths,  is  of  divers  colours  as  after  named,  and  fome  forts 
have  often  two  or  three  colours  intermixed.  It  is  unCtuous, 
of  a  flippery  nature,  and  in  goodnefs  pure  3  foon  relents  after 
rain,  and,  ‘when  dry,  llackens  like  lime,  and  at  laft  dif^ 
folves  into  the  fineft  powder. 

I  intend  to  leave  vvith  you  fome  fpecimens  of  two  kinds 
of  marie  (which  you  may  give  to  the  gentlemen  or 
farmers  who  defire  them):  they  are  what  I  have  collected  in 
Middlefex,  which  county  abounds  with  good  marie  3  but  it 
is  not  ufed  by  the  gentry,  or  farmers,  fo  much  as'  it  ought, 
becaufe  they  have  fo  readily  dung,  foot,  afhes,  ^nd  oth^r 
compofts,  from  London.  '  "  ...  .13^  .  ^  vi* 

In 
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In  order  to  difcover  marie,  the  beft  way  is  to  ufe  the  auger, 
andobferve  the  ftrata  taken  up  from  time  to  time  by  it. 

I  have  found,  after  I  have  got  through  the  furface,  which 
is  about  a  and  half  deep,;that  the' next  earth  was  a  very 

ftrong/  coarfe,  bed  of  clay,  five  or  fix  feet  deep ;  after¬ 
wards,  getting  through  ft,  the  auger  brought  up  marie,  viz, 
that  which  appears  of  a  fine  light-brown  colour,  and  fomc 
of  it  mitred  with  blW  veins  (which  I  will  here  call  pigeon 
marie y.  hy  of  diftindlion) here  was  a  bed  of  thia 

pigeon  marie  of  five  or  fix  foot  deep,  and  after  that  fol¬ 
lowed  another  kind  of  marie,  which  I  will  call  toad  marh^ 
by  way  of  diftindtion  j  this  is  heavier,  and  without  any 
veins  of  blue.  ^  ^ 

When  either  of  thefe  marles  are  dug  out  of  the  pit,  the 
fpadc  cuts  them  like.  ft>  much  foap;  and  the  laftmamed 
marie  looks  very  blackilh  and  dark,  and  may  be,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  is,  in  fome  countries,  called  toad  marie,  from  its  re- 
femblance  in  colour  to  that  animal ;  but  this  marie  being 
cxpofed  to  the  air  alters  the  colour  very  much.  This  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  the  firongeft  marie. 

Marie  may  be  difcovered  fometimes  near  the  furface,  by 
carefully  obferving  the  ditches  and  fences  of  your  lands. 

It  is  frequently  found  near  rivers,  or  brooks,  and 
fometimes  may  be  difcovered  on  the  banks  of  fuch  waters. 

To  know  when  you  have  found  true  Marie,  try  it  ly  Alr^ 
Fire,  and  Water,  or  Vinegar. 

Firft,  By  expofing  a  large  lump  of  three  or  four  pounds 
in  the  air,  which,  if  true  marie,  will,  in  a  little  time,  by 
the  nitre,  dews,  break  into  fmall  parts;  and  there  will 
be  aa  hoary,  or  white,  congelation  on  that  part  of  it  which 
is  expofed  to  the  fun. 

Secondly,  When  your  marie  is  dry,  break  it  into  fmall 
particles,  and  put  an  handful  into  an  hot  coal  fire,  and  U- 
wili crackle  as  if  fo  much  fait  had  been  put  therein. 

^  Thirdly,  Place  a  piece  of  the  dried  marie  in  a  glafs,  and 
thereon  gently  pour  as  much  water  as  will  cover  it.'  If  true 
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marie,  it  will  then  gradually  moulder,  and  dilTolve  into  a 
liquid  foap.  Let  not  the  glafs  be  fhaken,  that  you  may 
obferve  the  ebullition  (which  is  material) ;  or  you  may,  in 
like  manner,  try  it  with  vinegar,  where  the  efFervefcence# 
or  will  be  much  ftronger  than  in  water. 


The  Virtues  of  Marie, 

IT  is  the  bell:  manure  for  Tandy,  dry,  gravelly,  or  light 
lands  of  any  kind.  It  is  excellent  for  molTy  lands.  It  is, 
indeed,  good  for  all  other  lands,  of  what  nature  foever, 
even  clay  *,  provided  care  be  taken  in  laying  on  a  proper 
quantity,  and  that  the  fame  be  well  diffolved. 

Care  muft  be  taken  in  the  quantity  ufed  ;  if  too  little, 
you  may  eafily  add ;  but  if  too  much  is  laid  on  the  land,  you 
cannot  take  it  away. 

It  is  ufed  in  Tome  countries  for  arable  lands  only ;  yet  it  is 
as  good  for  grafs  or  pafture  lands,  but  does  not  the  firft,  and 
feldom  till  the  fecond  year,  fhew  forth  its  utility;  and 
then  you  will  obferve  the  grafs  to  fhoot  out  a  dark,  or 
blackifh  colour,  which  afterwards  ti\rns  to  the  fineft  green  ; 
and  with  it  come  up  quantities  of  white  clover  grafs, 
which  hath  occafioned  me  feme  dilHculty  with  the  farmers 
to  convince  them  I  had  not  Town  the  clover-feed. 

If  lands  are  properly  marled^  they  will  continue  good  for 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  for  the  plough ;  and  for  pafture,  or 
grafs-lands,  much  longer. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  plough  be  not  fufFered  to 
enter  into  the  land  till  the  marie  is  thoroughly  diflblved. 

Fifti  thrive  prodigioufly,  and  grow  fatter  in  marie  pits 
than  any  other  ponds. 


^amities 


*  We  Ihould  be  very  much  obliged  to  our  cprrefpondent  if  he 
would  inform  us  what  precautions  are  to  be  ufed  in  marling 
clay,  which  kind  of  marie  is  bed  fuited  to  it,  and  in  what 
quantities  it  Ihould  be  laid  on.  Our  principal  reafon  for  giving 
him  this  trouble  is,  becaufe  many  farmers  are  of  opinion, 
governed  by  an  old  prejudice,  that  marie  is  by  no  means  a  pro¬ 
per  manure  for  clay.  O, 
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^antities  U  he  ufed, 

A  great  difficulty  this  to  afcertain  the  quantity. 

In  fome  counties  they  will  tell  you  of  laying  three 
hundred  loads  to  an  acre,  others  more,  others  lefs ;  but 
they  no  where  afcertain  what  is  a  load.  In  Chefhire  and 
Lancafhire  their  loads  are  fcarcely  fix  bufhels,  and  they  ufe 
a  fmall  cart  made  for  the  purpofe,  drawn  by  two  or  three 
fmall  horfes. 

If  the  land  is  gravelly,  fandy,  or  light,  let  as  much  be 
laid  on  it  as  will  make  a  good  thick  coat  to  bind  and 
ftiffen  the  foil. 

But  let  the  land  be  what  it  will,  fo  much  fhould,  in  all 
events,  be  laid  on  as  will  make  a  thin  coat  over  the  entire 
lurface. 

Upon  my  lands,  which  are  grafs  and  paflu-re,  of  a 
tolerable  mould,  on  a  clayey  foil,  and  which  were  lefty 
about  eight  years  lince,  in  a  bad  plight,  by  the  late 
tenant,  I  firft  attempted  to  lay  ten  loads  to  every  acre,  (by 
a  load  I  mean  as  much  as  three  large,  well-fed,  ftrong 
horfes  could  draw)  but  found  it  was  too  little,  and  v/ould 
not  meet  in  the  fpreading. 

I  immediately  doubled  the  quantity,  and  two  years  after¬ 
wards  I  added  another  coat  of  fifteen  loads  more  to  every 
acre,  and  find  it  anfwers  very  well  for  hay  and  pafture.  I 
need  not  fay  horfes  and  cows  are  fonder  of  this  hay  and 
grafs  than  of  that  wherein  the  dung  may  be  tafted  and 
fmelt. 

A  work  of  this  kind  fhould  be  fet  aboyt  by  the  end  of 
Auguft,  or  beginning  of  September  ;  and  the  loads  Ihould 
be  (hot  into  fmall  heaps,  as  the  Middlefex  farmers  fhoot 
their  dung,  vh,  two  or  three  bulhels  in  each  heap  ;  and  a 
man  muft  be  ready  to  feparate  it,  that  the  nitre,  air,  dews, 
and  rain,  coming  on  the  large  pieces,  may  adf,  and  caufe 
them  to  break,  as  of  themfelves,  into  fmalier  parts. 

After  the  marie  has  lain  upon  the  ground,  and  you  fee 
that  the  air,  nitre,  have  loofened  the  great  lumps,  and 
they  are  ready,  on  a  flight  touch,  to  fail  into  pieces,  a  person 
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Ihould  be  ordered  (when  the  weather  and  marie  are  (|uite 
dry)  to  break  and  fpread  the  pieces  to  complete  your  coat  $ 
and  you  Ihould  avoid,  as  much  as  poffible,  leaving  any  large 
pieces  to  lie  and  dilTolve  without  being  fpread  on  the  furface, 
but  caufe  them  to  unite  therewith. 

In  the  beginning  of  P'ebruary,  and  in  dry  weather,  1 
caufe  an  old  gate  to  be  well  bufhed,  and  a  heavy  weight 
laid  on  it,  to  be  drawn  by  one  horfe  over  the  whole  field, 
in  order  that  every  part  may  have  its  due  proportion ^ 

If  you  intend  to  plough  your  lands,  the  preceding  cau¬ 
tions  are  not  fo  neccfTary,  as  the  plough  and  harrows  will 
fpread  and  intermix  the  marie  with  the  foil  fufficiently  ;  but 
if  you  ufe  the  drill-plough,  the  above  hints  may  be  ufcful. 

It  would  take  a  volume  to  give  an  exa£i:  and  full  hiftory 
of  marie,  its  virtues,  and  ufes,  and  to  fhew  that  it  was  ufed 
by  the  Romans,  and  many  years  difcontinued,  and  efpecially 
till  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter  were  united,  and  then 
revived  in  fome  few  counties ;  and  the  great  benefits  received 
by  marling  in  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  within  a  few  years  paft. 

We  very  well  know  that  gentlemen  and  farmers  are  a 
long  while  ere  they  care  to  venture  on  the  pradfice  of 
marling  from  theory,  and  principally  from  not  having  feen 
or  known  what  is,  and  what  is  not,  true  and  genuine  marie, 
and  from  being  unacquainted  with  the  rules  or  modes  to  judge 
and  determine  upon  it.  Therefore,  if  this  (hort  eflay,  with 
the  fpecimens  ^  1  intend  to  give,  will  obviate  their  doubts, 
and  in  any  way  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture, 
vegetation,  and  pafturage,  my  defign  is  anfwered. 

There  are  variety  of  colours  in  marie,  viz,  blue,  white, 
yellow,  red,  and  other  colours,  which  make  no  material 
difference,  provided  they  be  earthy  and  fat,  or  flippery  as 
foap,  and  as  free  as  poffible  from  a  mixture  of  fand,  gravel, 

,  or  ftone. 

1  have 

*  Thefe  fpecimens  are  left  with  Meflfs.  Davis  and  Rcymers, 
bookfellers,  in  Holborn,  where  gentlemen  or  farmers  may  fee 
them,  and|  if  they  pleafe,  have  famples  given  them  for  thesr 
llife. 
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ET  COMMER-CI  ALE.  38 r 

'  I  have  often  chewed  mar!c,  but  never  yet  could  diftin- 
guilh  any  other  than  an  ear. by  tadc  in  it,  and  apprehend  it 
hmilar  to  the  befi;  water,  and  the  befi:  of  oils,  which  have 
no  taife  ;  but  when  the  marie  is  diffoived  in  wnater,  and  you 
fpread  or  rub  it  on  your  hand,  it  has  a  very  Itrong,  earthy 
fmell. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  a  necefTary  quotation  from 
Lord  Bacon,  and  fnali  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own 
comments  and  obfervations  thereon,  viz.  His  lordihip,  in  his 
account  of  natural  improvements  by  mixtures  of  earth  with 
earth  rather  than  dungs,  recounts  among' others,  and 

gives  it  the  pre-eminence ^as  the  moil  pinguid,  rich,  and 
Laft  over-heating 

■,  ^  X.  Y.  Z. 

London,  A  Member  of  the  Society  of  Arts, 

July  25,  1764.  Manufablurcs,  and  Commerce. 


NUMBER  CXL 
^0  the  Editors  of  the  Museum  Rustic um. 
Gentlemen, 

I  Have  fent  'you  a  method.,  ■przSdx^cd  \n  this  country,  of 
draining  upland  grounds.,  which  abound  vjith  fprings. 

Yhe  trenches  made  for  draining  theie  grounds,  are  dug 
two  feet  deep  at  leaft,  one  foot  wide  at  top,  and  only  nine 
inches  wide ‘at  bottom",  with  a  fharp  defeent  to  a  ditch  run¬ 
ning  along  the  bottom  of  the  grounds,  and  made  of  a  proper 
width  and  depth  to  receive  the  v/ater,  and  convey  it  off  the 
premifes. 

Within  thefe  trenches  is  formed  achannel,  the  fides whereof 
are  compofed  of  pieces  of  chalk  f  cut  nearly  into  the  lize  of 
a  brick,  which  they  cap  with  other  pieces  of  the  fame  ma¬ 
terial,  and  the  crevices  are  ftopt  with  fome  of  its  chippings. 
VoL.  II.  N^.  II.  D  d  d  But 

*  We  acknowledge  ourfelves  much  obliged tovurcorrefpondmC 
for  this  valuable  prefent,  and.fh.dl  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  as 
often  as  his  leifure  and  inclination  will  permit  him  to  write.  O.E. 

f  The  chalk  ufed  for  this  purpofe,  is  the  hard,  white  chalk, 
not  the  brown,  fa4:,  foapy  chalk.  T.  S. 


3B2  museum  rust  I  cum, 

But  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  from  whence  the  water  falB 
into  the  ditch,  is  made  with  other  materials,  either  bricks  or 
flints,  becaufe  chalk  will  not  bear  the  froft,  which,  if  put  at 
the  mouth  of  the  channel,  it  would  be  expofed  to. 

Upon  the  top  of  the  channel  is  laid  a  thin  coat  of  wheat- 
flraw  The  paflage  for  the  water  is  fomewhat  more  than 
three  inches.  The  price  of  digging  the  trenches,  layingthe 
chalk,  and  finifhing  the  drains,  is  eight-pence pole. 

Permit  me  to  obferve,  that  in  digging  the  trenches,  the 
Workmen  always  lay  the  beft  earth  on  one  fide  by  itfelf,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  put  uppermoll  when  the  trenches  are 
filled  up  again. 

None  of  the  drains  fo  made  in  this  parifh  have  ever  yet 
failed,  though  feme  of  them  have  been  made  many  years, 
^nd  we  may  almofl:  ventuie  tofay,  that,  if  they  be  carefully 
executed,  and  attended  to  afterwards,  they  never  wilffailf. 

This  method  of  draining  fpringy  grounds  feems  to  me 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  public  j  and  to  fee  that 
you  concur  with  me  in  the  fame  opinion,  by  inferting  it  in 
•  your  ufeful  and  entertaining  colle£hon,  will  be  a  great  fat  is- 
fadion  to, 

'  •-  -GeNTLEM'EN,, 

- Berks,  Your  humble  fervant, 

July  10,  1764,  ,,  T.  S. 

\  { 

*  Perhaps  it  might  be  found  better,  in  point  of  duration  at 
if,  in  the  Head  of  wheat-Hraw,  the  fmall  twigs,  cut  from 
the  ends  of  fpray  faggots,  were  irfed,  or,  in  fa6t,  almoft  any 
other  fmall  brufh  wood,  or  even  brambles,  any  of  which  would 
we  apprehend,  be  lefs  liable  to  be  damaged  by  wet,  or  froil’ 
than  wheat-ilraw.  E.  , 

f  We  lhail  be  glad  of  this  correfpondenPs  future  favours- 
R.  E.  ' 
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Affords  excellent  feed  for  horfes  ib, 
"  Seeds,  the  pretnjum  for  gathering 
them,  too  fmall  265 

Gravel,  copy  of  agreement  for  carrying 
it  to  mend  a  road  187 

Table,  (hewing  the  price  for  carry¬ 
ing  any  difiance  not  exceeding 
four  miies  from  the  pit  206 
Guttering- plow  defcribed  ',07 

Much  ufed  for  draining  bleachiitg 
grounds  about  Manchefier  308 


E  X. 


ARR  O  W-PLO W,  new  ia-f 
1.  JL  vented,  defcribed  227 

Proportion  of  this  implement  ib, 
fts  great  ufe  in  the  tuinep  huf- 
bandry  228 

And  in  bringing  land  to  a  fine 
tilth  229 

Hay,  bed  method  of  making  it  231 
Grafs  cocks  preferable  in  making 

it.  .  .  . 

Cautions  relative  to  making  it  ib* 
How  to  make  the  fecond  crop  ib. 
Not  the  worfe  to  fpend  for  being  a 
a  little  mow-buint  234 

Method  of  preventing  it  from  her- 
ing  damaged  when  (lacked  un¬ 
der-made  235 

Hay-boot,  meaning  of  it  explained 
Htrdge-boot,  meaning  of  it  explained 
Hemp,  enquiries  relative  to  it  49 
Kern,  price  of  one  in  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Firft  287 

Hink  and  twlbill,  remarks  on  their 
ufe  in  cutting  beans  2:7 

Hog/heads,' upright,  beft  for  keeping 
''liquor  39 

Hogs  urine,  ufed  as  manure  52 

Heney-wine, method  of  making  it  208 
Hops,  hints  rerpe^ing  the  drying 
them  III 

'  Beftmethodof  drying  them  112 
Price  of  them  in  1567  125 

Horfe-beans,  improvements  in  the 
culture  of  them  98 

New  method  of  planting  them  99 
Topping  them  recommended  loo 
In  what  manner  beft  gathered  loi 
How  heft  managed  afterwards  ib. 
Remarks  cn  pulling  them  2  iS 
Hoife-fiaie,  recommended  as  a  ma¬ 
nure  336 

Method  of  preferving  it  ib. 

Muft  be  mixed  with  water  before 
it  is  ufed  337 

When  to  be  laid  on  grafs lands  ib,. 
Of  great  benefit  to  them  ib. 

At  what  time  to  be  applied  to  corn 
as  a  dreffing  ib. 

Method  of  applying  it  338 

May  be  ufed  to  advantage  in  a 
kitchen  garden  3^(9 

Singular  fervice  to  onions  ih. 

Very  good  when  applied  to  vines3  o 
Hoving  of  cattle,  a  remedy  f^r  ^04 


INDEX, 


J- 


M. 


JEWISH  manner  of  fattening  geefe 

^  .  .  ^7 

Inftrument  for  making  drains  de¬ 
fer!  bed  307 

K. 

KOREKI,  a  nation  on  the  borders 
of  RufGa,  their  method  of  dref- 
fing  and  dying  deer,  dog,  and 
feal  fkins  158 

Their  method  of  dying  animal 
hair  ib. 


L. 


Labour  in  harveft,  remarks  on 
the  price  of  92 

Labourers  forbid  to  leave  their  pa- 
ri(h  in  harveft,  without  certifi¬ 
cates  from  the  minifier,  &c.  95 

Leaving  their  parishes  in  harveft,  a 
great  hurt  in  many  places  96 
Lamb,  price  of  one  in  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Fiift:  287 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth  288 
Landlord,  gsnerofity  of  one  to  his 
tenant  151 

Lime,  an  excellent  manure  in  the 
culture  of  potatoes  140 

Ufed  to  great  advantage  in  this  in¬ 
tention,  in  the  Ifle  of  Man  141 
Not  hurtful  in  bleaching,  unlefs 
injudicioufly  ufed  240 

How  to  detect  the  ufe  of  it  in 
bleaching  ib. 

Good  manure  to  fandy  foil  306 
Quantity  to  be  laid  on  ib. 

Experiment  of  its  effefts  ib. 

London,  price  of  beef  there  for  many 
fucceflive  years,  as  contracted  for 
by  the  Vi«ftualling-office  for  the 
ufe  of  his  majefty’s  navy  3  8 
Ditto  of  pork,  ditto  33O 

Ditto  of  peas,  ditto  332 

Ditto  of  oatmeal,  ditto  354 

Ditto  of  oats^  ditto  335 

Lucern,  method  of  faving  Its  feed  44 
Method  of  preventing  it  from  ho- 
ving  cattle  "*  106 

Remarks  refpeCfIng  its  culture 

268 

Mr.  Roetjue’s  method  of  cultiva¬ 
ting  ir,  examined  and  cenfu- 
red  169 

Mr.  Tull’s  method,  recommended 
and  deferibed 


MAGAZAN  beans,  when  pro¬ 
per  to  fow  them  ^4 

Their  ufe  45 

Very  good  for  horfes  ib» 

Culture  of  them  27S 

Good  for  horfes  and  hogs 
Magazines  at  Berne,  for  corn  and 
and  wine,  account  of  121 

Mallard,  price  of  one  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Firft  287 

Malt,  price  of,  at  Windfor-market* 
from  1551  to  176a  125 

Price  of  it  each  year  from  1696  2S9 
Amount  of  grofs  duty  on  it  each 
year,  from  i6g6  ih^ 

Compofitioni,  ditto  ib^ 

Account  of  the  quantity  exported, 
from  1^96  294 

Manna  feeds,  what  300 

Ufed  at  the  tables  of  the  great,  in 
Germany  ib, 

ManufaCVutes,  premiums  given  in 
1763  .137s 

Manure,  newy  recommended  73 
Experimnt  relative  to  it  ib^ 

How  to  be  applied,  74. 

On  what  crops  to  be  laid  ib. 

When  beft  applied  -  ibm 

Made  of  the  ftraw  of  corn,  moft 
proper  to  be  laid  upon  pafture, 
or  meadow  land  ,  226 

Marie,  a  ftiort  dilfertation  on  376 
How  to  know  when  it  is  good  377 
The  virtues  of  it  37S 

Quantities  to  be  ufed  37^ 

Mead,  method  of  making  it  excel¬ 
lent  87 

Several  ways  of  managing  it  in  the 
making  ib. 

Sweet  herbs  and  fpices,  fometfmes 
mixed  with  it  88 

How  to  be  managed  in  the  calk, 
and  in  what  fort  of  a  vault  to  be 
kept  ih. 

When  it  ftiould  be  bottled,  in  what 
manner,  and  where  kept  89 
Meadows,  great  negledi  in  the  huf- 
bandry  of  them  198 

Mean  rate  of  wheat  and  malt,  what  69' 
Meafure  of  corn,  neceffary  to  be  fet¬ 
tled  65 

Medlars,  when  ripe  53 

Mclilot,  gives  wheat  a  difagreeable 
taftc  225 

Melons,  when  ripe  53 

Mineral  acids  too  ilrong  to  bc  ufed 
in  bleaching  241 

Mono- 


INDEX. 


Monopolizers  milke-  provifi<)ns  dear 

Carcafs  butchers  to  be  edeemed 
fuch  2S3 

Mowing  wheat,  obfervatlons  on,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Comber  29 

Mov/ing  wheat,  method  of,  in  the 
Wolds  of  Yorkfliire  30 

Mulberries,  v.'hen  ripe  C3 

Mules,  breeding  them  recommended 

j6z 

Advantages  in  keeping  them  z'Z'? 
Greatly  efieemed  in  Spain,  Portu¬ 
gal,  and  France  163 

Some  fine  ones  given  by  the  Em- 
prefs  Qijeen,  to  the  duke  of 
Cumberland 

Method  of  managing  them  whilft 
young  1 64 

How  to  make  them  gentle  165 
Method  Of  feeding  mule  colts  x^6 

N. 

Names,  reafons  why  the  cor- 
refpondents  of  this  work  ihould 
fublcribe  them  to  their  letters 

340 

NecefTaries  of  F/e,  price  of  them  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firfl  86 
Of  Henry  the  Sixth  288 

Nectarines,  when  ripe  53 

Nettles,  the  tear  of  them  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  I’ubftitute  for  flax, 
in  the  linen  manufactures  143 
This  tear  ufed  in  Germany  to  ad¬ 
vantage  z/’. 

Recommended  in  various  manu¬ 
factures  159 

Ufed  to  advantage  in  the  northern 
parts  of  Kuflia,  inflead  of 
hemp  160 

New  lucern,  recommended  for  cul¬ 
ture  ijS 

Its  nature  defcribed  J,'  9 

Nicoll,  Mr.  his  bequefl:  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  poor  of  Kingfton  upon 
Thames  67 

Ncrden,  Mr.  extraCls  from  his  Sur¬ 
veyor’s  Dialogue  349 

Northampton,  Scheme  for  fuppiymg 
the  poor  there  with  coals  in  win¬ 
ter,  at  a  cheap  rate  69 

North-wail,  fruits  proper  to  plant  a- 
gainft  it  .  ■  5^ 


O. 

ATMEAL,  account  of  the 
quantity  expcrted  fiom  1696 

294 


13 
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Oats,  price  of  theih  in  1:67 
White,  fown  before  wheat 
Stubble,’  benefit  of  fowing  v^heat 
on  one  ^ 

Office  for  making  pot-afh  defcribed 
Ojive-oil,  enquiry  relative  t6  it  50 
Oranges,  when  ripe  in  England  53 
Oxen,  price  of  thOm  in  1567  125 

Ditto  in  1597.  '  22,(1., 


p 


ARTRIDGE,  price,  of  one  In 
the  time  of  Edward  the  Firft  287 
Paflures,  great  negieCb  in  the  hufbandry 
of  them  298 

Artificial,  thoughts  on  the  culture 
of  thern  2^7 

Artificial,  great  benefit  refulting 
from  their  culture  3-03 

May  be  made  fubflitutes  for  fal¬ 
lows 

Peaches,  the  feveral  forts,  when  ripe 

53 

Pears,  the  feveral  forts  when  ripe  z'/S. 
Peas,  method  of  preparing  them  for 
hog- meat  109 

Good  for  fattening  of  turkies  no 
Good  food  for  horles,  when  malt- 
"ed  ^ 

Method  of  preventing  pigeons 
from-  deftroying  the.m  I33 

Pheafant,  price  of  one  in  the  time 
of  Edward  the  Firft  1S7 

Pigeons,  method  of  preventing  them 
from  deftroying  peas,  vetches^ 

&  c .  ^33 

Amazing  ufe  of  them,  to  procure 
good  crops  of  wheat  255 

Pigs,  an  odd  circumfla.'^ce  happening 
to  fome  put  up  to  fatten  i  < 

Beft  method  of  fattening  them  116 
Obfervation  relative  to  them  z/^. 
Plan  of  the  road  Irom  Loughborough 
to  Market  Harbo.'-cugh  igz 

From  Harbor ougk  to  Northamp¬ 
ton  203 

Plover,  price  of  one  la  the  time  of 
Ed  ward  the  Firft  287 

Plums,  the  leverai  forts,  when  ripe 

53 

Plymouth,  price  of  beef  there  for 
many  years,  as  contracted  for  by 
ths  Victualling-office  378 
Ditto  of  pork,  ditto  330 

Ditto  of  peas,  ditto  332 

Ditto  cf  oatmeal,  ditto  '^34 

Ppland 
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Poland,  manna-feeds  gathered  there 
yearly,  for  the  tables  of  the  great 

300 

Polite  art?,  premiums  given  in,  1763 

371 

Portfmouth,  i>rice  of  beef  there,  for 
.many  fucceflive  years,  as  con- 
traded  for  by  the  Vidualling-of- 
fice  yi% 

Ditto  of  pork,  ditto  3  30 

Ditto  of  peas,  ditto  33? 

Ditto  of  oatmeal,  ditto  334, 

Pot-afh,  enquiries  relative  to  it  50 
Method  of  making  it  in  Suffolk 

3*4 

H  ard,  how  to  make  326 

Comby,  how  tomake  ,  ^  ,,ih. 
Great  ufe  of  its  muck,  as  ma¬ 
nure  327 

Price  of  the  wood  afhes  with 
which  it  is  made  326 

■  The  office  in  which  it  is  made, 
deferibed  ib. 

Potatoes,  lime  recommended  as  ma¬ 
nure  for  them  141 

The  great  advantages  proceeding 
from  lime  to  them  ib. 

Land  brought  in  by  means  of  them 

ib. 

Method  of  cultivating  them  in  the 
ide  of  Man  *  14a 

Method  of  cultivating  them  277 
Irifh  purple,  the  beft  and  fweeteft 
fort  ib. 

Beft  planted  in  a  hillock  ib. 

To  be  moulded  up  often  278 

Pink-coloured  forward  fort,  d* 
well  ib. 

Smalleft«good  feed,  though  often 
thrown  to  hogs  ib. 

Premiums  propofed  by  the  foclety, 
obfervations  on  z6z 

A  remarkable  "one,  never  deter¬ 
mined  267 

Adjudged  by  the  fociety  of  arts,  in 
confequence  of  advertifements, 
in  1763  ,370 

Provifions,  dearnefs  of,  hints  for  re¬ 
moving  this  evil  282 

Pullet,  price  of  one  In  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Firft  287 

Purple  fefeue  grafs,  plentiful  on  Ban- 
ftead-downs,  300 

Fine  feed  for  iheep  ib. 


Q 


UINCES,  the  fever al  forts,  Sec. 
when  ripe.  53 


Raisins,  enquiry  relative  to 
them  50 

Rafberries,  when  ripe  ^  53 

Rcck-ftaval,  remarks  on  its  ufe  22 1 
Roads,  excellent  direftions  for  ma¬ 
king  or  mending  them  l8» 
Account  of  thofe  near  Leicefter  in 
general  182 

Method  of  repairing  them  183 
Agreement  for  mending  themf,  a 
copy  of  185 

Agreement  for  carriage  for  gravel 
to  mend  them  187 

Method  of  computing  the  expence 
of  mending  them  207 

Or  waggon-Ways,  in  a  farm,  th 
advantag  es  In  havinheme 
good  14S 

Method  of  making  of  one  in  a 
farm,  deferibed  /491 

Roeque,  Mr.  a  letter  from  a  gentle¬ 
man  in  Suftex  to  him  lot 

His  anfwer  to  the  above  letter  105 
Rye,  old  price  of  it  in  1567  125 

An  account  of  the  quantity  ex¬ 
ported  from  1.696  294 

Grafs  fucceeds  better  On  wet 
clay  land,  than  clover  309 


S. 


SALT,  great  benefit  of  it  to  cat¬ 
tle  '  ^  ^  209 

Neceffary  to  them  in  America  ib. 
Horfes  fond  of  it  ib. 

Makes  Iheep  mOre  healthy  ib. 

Mixt  with  hay-ricks  in  America 

210 

Licks,  what  209 

Sandy  foil,  benefit  of  lime  to  it  306 
Sap,  extradled  from  beech  wood, 
makes  it  more  durable  135 

Scab  in  Iheep,  caufe  of  173 

Nature  of  this  diftemper  ib. 

Often  erroneoufly  treated  jb. 

Remedy  for  it  recommended  174 
Scythe,  ufed  in  Yorkftiire  for  cut¬ 
ting  wheat,  deferibed  je 

Thofe  ufed  in  Brabant,  Hainaulr, 
and  France,  deferibed  34 

Seed  wheat  neceflary  to  be  leafed 
and  fereened  ’  .  jjg 

Sepu'chral  monuments^  of  the  Tar¬ 
tars,  moflly  found  in  p]aces  that 
abound  with  Iheep  s  grafa 

t:  - 
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Services,  when  ripe  55 

Sheep,  cure  for  the  white  fcour  in 
them  "  9 

Remedy  for  ticks,  or  fheep  lice  10 
Price  of  them  in  1567  1x5 

Ditto  in  1597 

Feeding  wheat  down  with  them, 
caution  .relative  to  *54. 

Thrive  heft  on  young  turneps  279 
Letter  relative  to  a  new  method 
of  marking  them  *  317 

^'*aper  addreffed  to  the  fociety  of 
arts,  on  the  fubjeft  of  a  pre¬ 
mium  offered  for  a  compofition, 
to  mark  them  with  320 

Fefcue  grafs,  its  nature  defcri- 
bed  299 

Much  valued  in  Sweden  tB, 

Greatly  efteemed  by  the  Tartars  ih. 
Found  in  great  plenty  in  various 
parts  of  England  iB. 

Pcrfedls  its  feeds  early  tB. 

Worthy  cultivation,  for  feeding 
fheep  jB» 

Silk' worms,  feveral  enquiries  relative 
to  them,  their  food,  and  the  man¬ 
ner  of  managing  the  raw  filk  50 
Silk  trade,  remedy  for  its  decay  m 
England  152 

Reafons  for  its  lew  ftate  153 
Smuggled  French  flks,  a  great 
hurt  to  it  1 54 

Silver  coins,  table  of  them  iji 

Sleech,  its  nature  defcribed  103 
Smut' in  wheat,  a  practical  cure  for 
it  J9 

Caufe  of  it  20 

Alleviation  of  223 

Reiledlions  on  a  propofed  remedy 
for  it  ^  252 

Soap  does  not  whiten  linen,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  frequency  of  its  be¬ 
ing  uled  242' 

South -wall,  fruits  proper  to  plant 
againft  it  ,55 

Sowing  wheat  too  thick,  cautiorr 
relative  to  254 

Spanifh  afies,  extravagant  price  of 
them  ~  163 

Spirit  of  wine,  re£lificd,  good  to  de- 
ftroy  bugs  281 

Sprouting  of  wheat,  beft  alleviations 


of 
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Stale  plowed  land,  the  benefit  of  lime 
to  it  3*^7 

Stocking  wheat,  the  Yorkffire  me¬ 
thod  of  doing  it  defcribed  -<  50 

Store  fneep,  the  leafi.  nice  of  any  232 


Strawberries,  the  feveral  forts  whe^J 
ripe  ^  53 

Method  of  raifing  them  fine  89 
How  to  be  planted  it. 

What  foil  beft  for  them  ib» 

Greatly  improved  by  tranfplant* 
ing  90 

.  How  to  keep  the  plants  long  in 
bearing  gi 

Strickle,  its  ufe  to  the  Yorkfiiire 
fcythe  ,  32. 

Stubble,  the  difadvantages  of  plowing 
it  in 

Ufes  to  which  it  is  applied  in  the 
Vale  of  Aylesbury  236 

Suffolk  grafs,  what  302 

Sugar  canes,  the  culture  of  them  as 
now  praftifed  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies 

Error  in  the  Weft-India  method  of 
boiling  their  juice,  pointed  out  r6 
Loffes  refulting  from  this  me¬ 
thod  ij 

Swan,  the  price  of  one  in  the  reign 
off  Edward  the  Firft  287 

Swathe*rak;£,  its  form  and  ufe  31 
Sweden,  Iheep’s  fefcue  grafs,  much 
valued  there  399 


T. 


Table  of  filver  coins  331 

Its  ufe  explained  ib* 

Tartars,  greatly  efteem  the  fiieep’s 
fefcue  grafs  299 

Their  fepulchral  monuments,  moft- 
Jy  found  in  places  that  abound 
with  it  ib. 

Tea,  enquiries  relative  to  it  5a 

Plant  found  in  South  Carolina  117 
Tear  of  nettles,  recommended  as  a 
fubftitute  forfiax  143 

IT fed  to  advantage  in  Germany  ib, 
Tea^pleman,  Dr.  letter  to  him  in  re¬ 
commendation  of  a  new  ma¬ 
nure  73 

Timothy  grafs,  its  excellence,  an  ex¬ 
periment  proving  it  fuperior  to 
lucern,  faintfoin,  or  clover  6® 
Tts  nature  61- 

Where,  and  by  whom  firft  culti- 
• vated  }b. 

Thrives  moft  in  low  grounds  ib. 
Cattle  fond  cf  it,  w'hen  made  into 
hay  62 

K  Timothv 
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Timothy- grafs,  when  to  be  mown 
for  this  ufe  62 

Recommended  to  the  gentlemen  in 
Ireland  ih. 

Whence  firft  brought  161 

Cultivated  to  advantage  In  Penlil- 
vania  ib» 

Method  of  fpending  it  there  ib. 
Treafures  found  in  thebofom  of  the 
earth  27 

Tull,  Mr.  his  method  of  hulbandry 
defended  268 

Method  of  cultivating  lucern  his 
way  27* 

Turneps  fown  after  cole- feed  8 
Two  or  three  crops  of  them,  often 
fucceffively  fown  in  Lincoln  - 
Ihire  168 

The  beft  method  of  fpending 
them,  by  feeding  (beep  229 
The  benefit  of  fpending  them, 
whilft  young,  for  feeding  lheep279 
Turpentine,  fpirit  of,deflroy8  bugs  281 
Twibill  and  hink,  remarks  on  their 
ufe  in  cutting  beans  Z17 


V. 

VEGETABLE  acids  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  in  bleaching  241 

Vetches,  method  of  preventing  pi¬ 
geons  from  deftroying  them, 
when  firft  fown  133 

Great  advantages  derived  from  the 
culture  of  them  169 

Good  to  prepare  land  for  wheat  17 1 
Excellent  food  for  cattle  ib, 

Beft  fpent  green  ib. 

When  they  Ihould  be  cut  for  ma¬ 
king  hay  ib. 

Caution  with  refpeft  to  haying 
them,  when  defign’d  forfheep/i. 
Ancther  Method  of  baying  them, 
when  intended  for  horfe  food  ib. 
Method  of  fecuring  a  larger  profit 
by  them  1 72 

Good  to  plow  in  as  manure  il. 

Cautions  refpedling  plowing  them 

in  •  ib. 

Veftels,  how  to  cure  fuch  as  are  not 


fweet 


39 


Vidtuelling-office,  price  of  beef,  as 
contrafted  for  by  it,  for  a  Jong 
fcries  of  years,  at  London, 
Portfmouth,  Plymouth,  Chat¬ 
ham,  and  Dover  328 

Price  of  pork,  as  contrafled  for  by 
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